American Association of Woodturners, Seattle Chapter, March, 2016

I want to thank Tom Johanson
for demonstrating how he makes his
magic wands. I also thank Vern for
taking care of all the empty bowls
that got turned in last month and
hope we will be able to break our
goal of 100 at the March meeting.
Please bring in your bowls!
The club is happy to congratulate Les Dawson for
2015 lifetime membership award for the club. Les has been
doing the newsletter for many years and has been a member of the club since the beginning. Great job Les!
I want to remind everyone that mentors and others
are available to help people with any questions or turning
challenges throughout the month; not just at the meetings
or Saw Dust Sessions. I am more than happy to work with
anyone anytime, just give me a call to set up a time. The
mentors feel the same way, so you should not feel like you
are putting anyone out. That is why we are here!
Our club is looking for a new meeting place starting in
2017. Currently, we have very limited parking. To help with
the parking issue it is important for as many as possible to
carpool to the meeting. Our club continues to grow, parking
has become a major decider in where we meet. If you can
help in finding a new site, see one of the board members. If
you know of a possible meeting site that meets some basic
criteria (+/-$175 per month, adequate parking, turning during the meeting, able to welcome 100+ members at a
meeting) see one of the board members.

Seattle’s AAW Web Site
www.seattlewoodturners.org

Stephen Hatcher
Brings His Art
Describe the project
and/or technique(s)
you’ll be demonstrating to Seattle
Woodturners?
Topic: How Did You
Do That?
It’s essentially an audio/video lecture filled
with tips and tricks. I
explain how I make
several of my more
iconic wood turned art
pieces. Though the
projects are not
"beginner" per se,
each project consists
of simple, beginner
level steps. Nothing
esoteric or expensive is
used in anything I
make.

The board is missing a “Member at Large” position
and is asking for someone to step forward in this position.
I would like to remind everyone that George Baskett
in now in charge of the library. If you checked something
out, please record your name and what you have checked
see page 5

see page 4

2015 CALENDAR SEATLE AAW
January

February

March

Jan 5 board mtg

Feb 2 board mtg

Mar.1 board mtg

Jan 14 Club mtg.-AJ
Mearns on Coring techniques

Feb 11 Club mtg.–Tom

Mar 10 Club mtg. Stephen
Hatcher
Mar. 12 Stephen Hatcher
all day hands on workshop
@ AJ’s shop full

Johanson-”Turning Magic”

April

May

June

April 4 board mtg

May 3 board mtg

May 31 board mtg

April 14 Tool Swap and Expert Panel Discussion

May 12 TBD

June 9 John Shrader

July

August

September

July 5 board mtg

Aug 2 board mtg

Aug. 30 board mtg

July 14 mini demonstrations by members

Aug 11 TBD

Sept. 8 Russel Neyman,
Brad Stave “Fifty Nifty”
BEGIN THINKING HOW YOU
CAN HELP YOUR CLUB
BOTH ELECTED AND VOLUNTEER JOBS

October

November

December

Oct. 4 board mtg

Nov 1 board mtg

Nov. 29 board mtg

Oct. 12 Eric Lofstrom

Nov. 10 TBD

Dec. 8 Christmas Party

SIGN UP TO HELP OUT
THE CLUB

SIGN UP TO HELP OUT THE
CLUB

Seattle Outreach to Bellevue Art Museum
Once again we are going to support the Bellevue Art Museum KIDSFair, which
runs at the same time as the BAM Arts Fair: July 29, 30, 31, 2016. KIDSFair is an opportunity for the club to interact with kids who visit the Museum during the fair and
learn a little about woodturning. To support the demonstrations, the club supplies
over 600 tops for kids to decorate.
A lot of donated wood has gone out to members to turn tops. About 220 tops
have been turned in. Let’s get turning and hit our goal by the June meeting.

TOPS TOPS TOPS TOPS TOPS
Don’t forget we are always encouraging folks to make a few tops in preparation for our work with Bellevue Arts
and their kids program. This also gives
folks a good introduction to turning. In
general, tops should be around 3
inches tall with the stem being the
longest part. The bottom should be
about one third the total length. Usually the more weight on the bottom the longer
the top will spin. This may be something of a guide in turning yours. One thing,
though, make your handle straight so it will fit in our color wheel the kids
use. Of course use your own design. The Outreach Committee will have a container
available at each meeting for you to drop your tops off.

Seattle Mentors
Below are listed the current mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are
excellent sources. Should they not know an answer, they will know how to find an answer.
Gary Clarke (segmented work)
Les Dawson (beginning work)
Hal Johnson
David Lutrick

garyclarkewoodturner@hotmail.com
woodguy103@aol.com
1dognobird@comcast.net
Lutrick2@comcast.net

(425) 451-3437
(425) 432-3879
(425) 788-2221
(425) 557-9571

Jack McDaniel
AJ Mearns
John Moe
Allan Rumpf (beginning spindles)
Steve Sergev
John Shrader
Bob Sievers (off-center work)
Vern Tater

jack@aocb.com
aj-17@juno.com
janjmoe@msn.com
lkmargaret@aol.com
shraderorder@hotmail.com
woodchipper1@comcast.net
vernt47@gmail.com

(425) 486-9205
(425)-501-0020
(425) 643-4522
(206)-687-7128
(425) 868-5666
(425) 653-3504
(360) 897-8427
(206)-453-3367

Jack Wayne

captjack327@yahoo.com

(425) 488-9561

steve_sergev@yahoo.com

Stephen Hatcher - cont from page 1

When and why did you join Seattle Woodturners and/or Olympia Woodturners? How long have you been turning?
I joined the Seattle Club in 1999, then the Fife Club in 2002 (and served as President), and the Olympia Club in 2010. I have been turning since 1998.
Can you name someone in Woodturning who you would describe as a mentor? Why?
No mentor per se but I've made many friends at all levels of woodturning and
learned something from everyone.
What is your favorite tool and/or wood and why?
The D-Way 1/2" gouge because it is simply the best tool made. I use bigleaf maple
in almost all of my pieces because it's easily worked, has gorgeous figure, and grows
around here.
What do you see as the biggest change in the field? How about changes in
the AAW or your own Club?
The biggest change has been the recognition of woodturning as an art form. At the
club level though, it is still about a shared hobby and friendships.
What's your favorite project/piece?
I make a lot of different pieces. I do like a piece called "Arctic Sun" I made following
an artist-in-residence at both Denali and Gates of the Arctic National Parks.

President’s Message - cont from page 4

Arctic Sun" is inspired by the artist's numerous trips into the Alaskan wilderness during autumn when the northern lights are visible [1]. Many birds make long migrations between the arctic and South America, including the Peregrine Falcon which is
inlaid on the piece. The woods used in making this piece represent the falcon's migration path: zircote (SA) and ebony (CA), bigleaf maple (PNW), and alder (AK)
[2]. The inlaid imagery depicts the stunted trees of southern Alaska with it's migratory birds and caribou, while the wood figure itself depicts the aurora borealis.
This hollow vessel was wood turned then cut apart and reassembled with the addition of veneers and carved elements. The inlay was carved into the piece then inlaid
with crushed calcite and mica. The vessel was lightly dyed then finished with handrubbed lacquer. The lid plus final are secured with magnets but the vessel is easily
opened.
[1] The artist has made eight 10-day trips into the Alaskan wilderness, including as
an Artist-in-Residence in Denali Nat. Park, in 2013 and The Gates of the Arctic Nat.
Park in 2014. His work is featured in two National Park visitor's centers.
[2] SA=South America, CA=Central America, PNW=Pacific Northwest, and AK=Alaska
Dimensions: 14"W x 18"T x 3"D
If you could give new/newer Woodturners advice what would you say?
Don't buy a lot of tools and gizmos. You don't need them. Just master the gouge
and power sanding to start with then see where your interests lead you.
Pres. Msg. Cont, from page 1

out in the book. Anyone that has taken anything out of the library that has not returned it, please do so. The library is missing a lot of materials and will cost the club
close to $1000.00 dollars to replace the missing items.
For those of you that got wood for making tops at home please bring them in
at the meeting so we can get a count. We will have more wood at the club meeting.
I would like to announce that the meeting time is changing again to make sure
we get to spend as much time as we can with our demonstrators:
6:00-6:30 PM Social time,
!
RE
E
6:30-6:50 PM Announcements
TH
T
U
6:50-7:00 PM Show and Tell
EO
F
SA
7:00- 8:00 PM Demonstration Part 1
E
B
8:00-8:15 PM Wood Raffle, Social Time
8:15-9:00 PM Demonstration Part 2
We want to finish promptly at 9:00 PM

Enjoy a Bit of Our Seattle Club History
Meet Denver Ulery. He was one of the main driving forces behind starting the
Seattle Chapter of the AAW in late 1986/ early 1987. In fact reading newsletters from
1987 and 1988 he is listed as president. He is also listed as the contact person for
The Overlake School where the chapter held their meetings and club sponsored
classes, the inventor of the DJ lathe, a stout variable speed bowl lathe, and several
other club committees. All this in addition to his full time job of teaching, and raising
a family.
Mr. Ulery was a physics, math and shop teacher at The Overlake School in Redmond. In the early 1970s he helped build the school both literally and figuratively at
its present location. A 1972 article from the Seattle Times explains how an old farm
in Redmond was being transformed into a school by students swinging hammers and
cutting 2x4s led in part by Denver. This firm relationship with the school would support the Seattle Chapter in many ways.
Denver was very well acquainted with the best known woodturners of the day
from attending the annual Utah Woodturning Symposium which was started in 1979
by Dale Nish and held in Provo, Utah. He saw wonderful things happening in the
world of woodturning and witnessed the founding of the AAW. In the fall of 1986
Denver and a group of people interested in woodturning invited Richard Raffan and
Liam O'Neill to the campus of The Overlake School for an event that brought together turners from all over the area. In all over 80 people attended this workshop
and the foundation for the Seattle Chapter was built. In January of 1987 the first official meeting of the Seattle Chapter was held at Overlake with about 26 people in
attendance. And on Feb. 12, 1987 the Seattle chapter joined the AAW.
In the next few years, thanks again to Denver and The Overlake School, the
Seattle Chapter organized the AAW Symposium which was held at the school in
1989, brought in nationally and internationally recognized demonstrators, and taught
thousands of people about woodturning through meetings, classes, and art fairs.

Thirty Years-WOW!
In 1986 a bunch of dusty folks got together at Denver Ullery’s shop at Overlake
School to talk woodturning. Out of those discussions came the vaunted Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners which was one of the first 5 chapters of the
American Association of Woodturners. Peter Palmer has been researching our history.
If you have pictures, any “STUFF” from those early times let Peter know. His history
of the club will be posted on the website.
“Empty Bowls” Is on the Horizon
Empty Bowls is one way our group pays back the community for its support. An
Empty Bowls event sells bowls made from ceramics, wood, glass, or just about anything , as a symbol of all of those who do not have enough to eat.
The tickets are typically
$20-$25 and all, 100% of the
proceeds, go to supplying food
for food banks. The food bank
we participate with is the Ballard
food bank and we have been
supplying them bowls for the
past 6 years.
If every member of our
club were to bring one bowl, we
would be doing them a great service. The bowls do not need to
be good, you don’t even have to
like them to donate them. Size
does not matter, big or small, suit
yourself. I have seen bowls that I
thought were dog dishes become
favored family treasures and
bowls I thought were beautiful
bowls become dog dishes.
Anyone who can turn a
bowl can participate. Please bring
them to the meetings in February
and March.

So far, in 2016, we have received these bowls in donations

Safety has been an important topic for the AAW since the very beginning. As the AAW celebrates
it’s 30th Anniversary we thought it appropriate to reprint the safety article from the 1st edition of
the American Woodturner journal (Sept 1986). It highlights a topic often overlooked.

The AAW has a rich library of content available to members. Content includes articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics: Chucks, Sharpening, Shop Tips, and more. Members
also have access to an archive of the American Woodturner (a bi-monthly printed publication)
and Woodturning FUNdamentals (a bi-monthly digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise).
For information about membership see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org
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Sawdust Session action
in February featured preparation of platters which will be
the subject of March’s Sawdust Session with Stephen
Hatcher. An all day class
studying rim decoration will be
the subject of the class.

Make Refrigerator Magnets
by John Wolf
You probably have a collection of small pieces of beautiful wood. Pieces that are big enough
to be used as a color accent or to make that one knob. I used to be overrun with wood that was
too good to throw away but not large enough to make useful projects. Not any more! Why? Refrigerator magnets!
This quick project makes a useful item that everyone seems to need. I begin by purchasing
rare earth magnets. The most useful size is just under 1/2 inch diameter (12 mm) and 1/8 inch
thick. These can be ordered from most supply catalogs, but I get mine from my local craft supply
store. They are about 1/2 the price as the mail order sources, and the magnet is the major cost in
making this project.
Select the blank of wood. I usually start with stock that is at
least ¾ inch square but larger or slightly smaller will work.
Cut the wood to lengths anywhere from ¾ to 3 inches. If
your saw doesn’t leave a beautiful finish, you should true the
end on a sander. Drill the approximate center of the finished
end with a brad point or Forstner drill that leaves a hole just
large enough for your magnet. I use a 15/32 brad point drill
for the 12 mm magnet. I use a drill press vise and drill press
to do this most of the time, but it can be done with a hand
drill. What you must do is secure the wood blank using something other than your fingers! Drill this hole to a depth that
equals about 3/4 the thickness of your magnet.
Samples of stock to be used
The drill will leave a center mark. At this center point drill a
5/32 hole with a standard twist drill to a depth of 3/4 inch.
Make a screw center for your lathe that is appropriately
sized for this project. I take a scrap of wood that fits into my
chuck and true its face. I then drill clear through the piece at
its center with a 5/32 drill. Remove this blank from the chuck
and countersink the backside of the hole so that a #12 flat
head screw will seat firmly. I typically use a 1" by #12. You
may need to deepen the countersink so that ½ to 5/8 of an
inch of the screw protrudes through the front of the blank. I
then put epoxy on the head to hold the screw in place.
Once the epoxy has
Example of the screw center
cured, the small size
screw chuck is ready to use. Remount it into your
chuck. Screw on your wood blank and turn to a shape
of your choosing using gouge, skew and or scrapers.
Sand the turning and apply the finish of your choice. I
often use either a friction polish or lacquer depending
upon the wood, my mood and the ambient temperature.
Turning the wood to shape, in this case a neat knob.

see page 17

Refrigerator Magnets - cont from page 16

Remove the piece from the screw chuck. Clean the magnet with solvent to remove any oils from manufacturing or handling.
Apply a small amount of epoxy or super glue to the magnet recess
and then press in the clean magnet. The project is complete when
the glue has cured.

The finished refrigerator magnet

Note: Larger more powerful magnets are desirable when the turning
is more than 3 inches long and is going to be used as a “hook” for
aprons or potholders. Otherwise, these powerful magnets may break
the glue bond with the wood before they pull off the frig.

Beads of Courage Boxes Still Needed
So far we have about 10 Beads of Courage boxes
turned in to Children’s Hospital. They say they can use up
to 30 a year, so your work is still needed!
These kids go through some painful tests and procedures. As they reach milestones they are given beads
to recognize their progress that are placed in these boxes.
Boxes need to meet minimum size requirements:
6” diameter and 5” height

Another Take on a Bead Box
At this month’s Board Meeting George McNeil talked
about his son’s club in Illinois and their take on the Bead Box.
They use a 6” plastic tube, make a top and bottom and then
paint the plastic with a compatible paint.
The child can then decorate the box as he/she wishes.

Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
Get ads to Les Dawson by the 3rd Thursday of the month for the next newsletter.

For Sale: Bowl blanks and furniture wood. Contact AJ Mearns (425)501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com
For Sale: Oneway 1640 Purchased 2007 from Craft Supplies. In excellent condition. Used by one
person, Arnold Bowman. Also have woodturning tools compatible with this lathe. Also has a dust
control attached which works well. Contact Stacy Bowman (253) 589-1783
For Sale: circa 1992 Powermatic table saw, long table on wheels, approx. 12-15 total hours, $400
(obo). Contact Dave (206) 290-3276
Wanted: Tools for my Woodturning workshop. 14" Bandsaw; 1 HP or larger (110V/220V) similar to a
Grizzly G0550. Wood Lathe: 2 HP or larger, similar to a Powermatic 3520 or a Jet 1642. Blades,
chucks, etc. for the above. Contact Jim Kief (425)885-4471 or chabotkief@comcast.net

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. Sponsors give a discount when showing your
membership card and/or provide the gift certificates/equipment to the club.

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of
turning tools & supplies in the NW. Club members get a 10%
discount. Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”).
5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108
Rockler has two location in the Seattle area. Club members
get a 10% discount.
South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125
Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic
hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals.
4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others as
well as unmatched pricing on new items from these brands.
1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001

Seattle Chapter Officers
President
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com
Vice President
Jim Kief

chabotkief@comcast.net

Treasurer
Steve Gary

Secretary
Greg Raab

greg.raab.73@gmail.com

Director of Programs

seattleaawt@gmail.com

Jim Steck

Director of Inventory Control

Director of Communications

Mike Hughes

Dan Robbins de_robbins@hotmail.com

Member-at-Large #1

Member-at-Large #2

Vern Tator

vernt47@gmail.com

(open)

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Community Outreach
Mike Hughes
Jim Kief

applepress64@gmail.com
chabotkief@comcast.net

Videographers
Ryan Pederson ryan@pedersens.us
Bob Holzgraf rwholzgraf@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Les Dawson

lescdawson@aol.com

Audio
Lawrence Brown

Webmaster
Jim Steck

Photographer
George McNiel

Head Wood Rat
Vern Tator

George Baskett

Sawdust Sessions
aj-17@juno.com

Hospitality
Jim Remington

jwremington@gmail.com

gc.mcneil@me.com

Librarian

vernt47@gmail.com

A.J. Mearns

gevarre@gmail.com

Trailer Puller
Jim Hogg

jimhogg@microsoft.com

Safety Officer
(open)

New Members and Mentors

Sealer

George Hart

Steve Sergev steve_sergev@yahoo.com

The club is always looking for volunteers. It is an excellent way to make the club stronger.
We are currently seeking a person with knowledge creating custom Facebook pages and an
assistant Webmaster.

Next Club Meeting: March 10, 2016
6:00 PM (social time) 6:45 (meeting time)

