American Association of Woodturners, Seattle Chapter, April, 2016

Tool Swap and Ask the Mentors is
on deck for this month’s meeting.

Seattle’s AAW Web Site
www.seattlewoodturners.org

The Tool Swap should start about
6:00PM. Remember to price your
items ahead of time and do not
forget to have your own change
when selling something. You will
have to set up your own tables
and clean up before the Ask the
Mentors portion of the evening. hopefully around 7:15 to
7:30PM. Bring your questions for the mentors so they can
be answered.
Jim Steck is now in charge of the topics at the Saw Dust
Sessions. So this month will be basic turning spindles and
bowls, as suggested at the board meeting, I have wood
for this unless you have special piece that you want to
turn. There will always be sharpening and other activities
that pertain to wood turning. I will continue hosting this
event every month.
We still are looking for Beads of Courage boxes for children
going through cancer treatment. This seems to be one of
the areas our group has a hard time getting done. It is a
really important moral boost for the kids that need these
treatments.
For those of you that got wood for making tops at home
please bring the finished tops to the meeting so we can get
a count. We hope to complete 1000 before BAM in July so
the demonstrators to turn what they choose. Currently we
have about 350 tops. The members in charge of outreach
are working to acquire more wood so I am not sure if there
will be more wood available at the next meeting.
Our club is currently looking for a new meeting place starting in 2017. We have very limited parking, to help out I
hope many of you are carpool to the meetings.
See page 7 top

Ask the Mentors!
and Tool Swap
April is the yearly “Ask
the Mentors” panel,
where members can
get answers to their
woodturning questions in an open forum. The tentative
panel includes David
Lutrick (past Program
Director), AJ Mearns
(President), Vern Tator (Member at
Large), and Jack
Wayne (Lifetime Member). Come prepared
with your questions to
make this a good
learning experience
for everyone.
It is also our annual
tool swap. Anything
dealing with woodturning or
See page 7 middle

April Meeting:
No Show & Tell
No Library
No Wood Raffle

2015 CALENDAR SEATLE AAW
January

February

March

Jan 5 board mtg

Feb 2 board mtg

Mar.1 board mtg

Jan 14 Club mtg.-AJ
Mearns on Coring techniques

Feb 11 Club mtg.–Tom

Mar 10 Club mtg. Stephen
Hatcher
Mar. 12 Stephen Hatcher
all day hands on workshop
@ AJ’s shop full

Johanson-”Turning Magic”

April

May

June

April 4 board mtg

May 3 board mtg

May 31 board mtg

April 14 Tool Swap and Expert Panel Discussion

May 12 Michael Dresdner
on Finishing

June 9 John Shrader

April 16-Sawdust Sessionbeginning bowls and spindle work

July

August

September

July 5 board mtg

Aug 2 board mtg

Aug. 30 board mtg

July 14 mini demonstrations by members

Aug 11 John Shafer

Sept. 8 Russel Neyman,
Brad Stave “Fifty Nifty”
BEGIN THINKING HOW YOU
CAN HELP YOUR CLUB
BOTH ELECTED AND VOLUNTEER JOBS

October

November

December

Oct. 4 board mtg

Nov 1 board mtg

Nov. 29 board mtg

Oct. 12 Eric Lofstrom

Nov. 10 TBD

Dec. 8 Christmas Party

SIGN UP TO HELP OUT
THE CLUB

SIGN UP TO HELP OUT THE
CLUB

Wally Dickerman, One of Our Originals, Passes On
I asked Bonnie Klein, one or our first members, to reminisce about her time with
Wally. Thanks Bonnie, I also remember that twinkle.
Wally and I have been friends since the early 80's when we were attending the
Woodturning symposiums in Utah and were members when our club was first
formed. Wally was always very helpful in the early days of our club. Several times, I
went over to his shop for personal instruction. He had a General 360 and was so
proud of it. It was the favorite lathe of serious woodturners at that time.
Our club used to have a booth at the annual Woodworking Show where we would
have Woodturning demonstrations with the idea of recruiting new members. Then we
would offer classes to those who had signed up at the show. In about 1987, Wally
and I taught a 4 week basic Woodturning class. My future husband, Robert was one
of those students who had signed up at the show.
I tried to get Wally to find out about
Robert's marital status, but he was refusing to play "match-maker". (Didn't
matter, we got together anyway and
have been married now for nearly 27
years!) Wally had a bit of a devilish
sense of humor and enjoyed teasing
me. Wally and Rob Pickering (another
early member) were good friends and
would invite me along on their trips to
pick up wood. The three of us had a
lot of fun and a lot of laughs.
I will always remember Wally for the
twinkle in his eye and his perfect handlebar mustache. He will be missed.
The following is courtesy of the AAW

About Wally Dickerman
A self-taught turner, Wally Dickerman
bought his first lathe in 1936 at the
tender age of 15, after figuring out
how to turn a bowl on the Oliver lathe
in his high school shop.
A Washington State native, Wally
served in the Navy before beginning a

Wally Dickerman - cont from page 3

career in the wholesale sporting goods business, and raising a family. Throughout
those busy years he was still turning, but it wasn't until he retired in 1986 that he
was able to give the lathe his full attention. Shortly thereafter, Wally became a fulltime woodturner and started teaching, demonstrating and regularly selling his work
through galleries.
A well-respected teacher, Wally estimates that he has taught more than 500 students,
mostly beginners. As a self-taught turner, he believes in the value of quality in-person
turning instruction. He has demonstrated at both the national and local levels.
Wally has been married to his wife Jane for more than 70 years. They live in Portland,
Oregon.

Anniversary Profiles: Wally Dickerman Member #164
What motivated you to join the fledgling AAW?
There were very few woodturners to learn from
in my early days of turning. The few that I
knew were flatworkers turning things like table
legs. I wanted to turn bowls. AAW sounded like
a wonderful opportunity to meet other turners,
including some of the well-known turners. I
was delighted when I heard of the new organization and I sent in my application immediately.
When you look at your pieces from 1986,
what do you see?
In 1986 I was selling through a couple of galleries but my work was very different than today's work. In the early 80's there were no
commercially made hollowing tools available. I
used a shop made boring bar which was very
limiting. In 1985 Jerry Glaser came out with an
articulated head boring bar which was an imSmoky Leaves
provement, but still limiting. A couple of years
later a much better tool made by Dennis Stewart became available. The armbrace
tool. Nearly 30 years later I still use mine.
What was your funniest turning moment?
There haven't been many funny moments in turning. There is one that comes to
mind. I used to save my rejects. Cracked pieces, broken rims, etc. When we had evening guests I would casually toss a couple of pieces in the fireplace.
See page 5

Wally Dickerman - cont from page 4

Not knowing that these were rejects, this got some gasps from the guests. One
friend quickly jumped up and rescued one. It ended up on display in their livingroom.
One side was charred, the other side had a broken rim so my reject became an art
piece.
What was your happiest turning moment?
I've had quite a few happy moments in woodturning. One of the best was my firstexperience with a gallery. This gallery had an annual month-long wood show. Furniture
mostly. I was invited to participate with their first showing of woodturning. I submitted 28 pieces. Hollow forms, bowls, weed pots,
candle holders and boxes. At the end of the 30
days I went in to see how I'd done. They'd sold
all but three pieces! I was amazed and delighted. They invited me to show on a regular
basis. In those days not many galleries carried
woodturnings.
What do you see as the biggest change in
the field?
At about the time AAW was formed, many turners were experimenting with art forms rather
than conventional functional pieces. AAW became a large part of that with the American
Woodturner and the annual symposiums. In
1986 there hadn't been much change in lathes
for the past 100 years and more.
The best lathes available were really designed
with the spindle turner in mind. Twelve-inch
swing, Reeves drive for speed change and no reverse. Faceplates, collet chucks and
screwchucks were used. Over the next few years things changed greatly. The 4-jaw
chuck came on the market in 1989. Larger swings, electronic speed controls and
much more became available on lathes. New tools were high speed steel and many
were designed for the bowl and hollow form turners.
One of Wally’s pierced vessels

Has being a part of AAW affected your life and work? How?
AAW has affected my life a great deal. Over the years I've attended many symposiums, learning a great deal plus making many lasting friendships and seeing other
parts of the country. I've belonged to several AAW affiliated clubs, and was a part of
forming two of them. Presently I'm a member of Cascade Woodturners of Portland.
Oregon. Woodturning has been a wonderful lifelong journey.
See page 6

Wally Dickerman - cont from page 5

If you could give your 30-years-younger self some advice about being a
turner what would you say?
If I could give some advice to my 30
years-younger self it would be to find a
teacher or mentor whose work I admire
and get some lessons. I'm completely
self-taught and sadly have never had a
lesson. Having taught woodturning for
many years I know the value of handson learning.
A college fund has been setup in Wally
memory for his beloved great-grandson
Royal, named after a Great Uncle, and
little brother Wallace, named in Wally’s
honor.
Anyone wishing to make a donation can
send a check in the name of Royal Hazzard Freeman to Carol Hazzard Freeman,
3232 SE Raymond, Portland, OR 97202
In early May services will be held at Willamette National Cemetery just south of Portland.

Seattle Mentors
Below are listed the current mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are
excellent sources. If they can’t answer a question, they will know how to find the answer.
Gary Clarke (segmented work)
Les Dawson (beginning work)
Dan Johnson
Hal Johnson
David Lutrick
Jack McDaniel
AJ Mearns
John Moe
Jose Pantoja
Allan Rumpf (beginning spindles)
Steve Sergev
John Shrader
Bob Sievers (off-center work)
Vern Tater
Jack Wayne

garyclarkewoodturner@hotmail.com
woodguy103@aol.com
Dan1931@frontier.com
1dognobird@comcast.net
Lutrick2@comcast.net
jack@aocb.com
aj-17@juno.com
janjmoe@msn.com
josepantoja@forceonetech.com
lkmargaret@aol.com
steve_sergev@yahoo.com
shraderorder@hotmail.com
woodchipper1@comcast.net
vernt47@gmail.com
captjack327@yahoo.com

(425) 451-3437
(425) 432-3879
(425) 868-2885
(425) 788-2221
(425) 557-9571
(425) 486-9205
(425) 501-0020
(425) 643-4522
(206) 669-3272
(206) 687-7128
(425) 868-5666
(425) 653-3504
(360) 897-8427
(206) 453-3367
(425) 488-9561

Presidents Message - cont from page 1

Stephen Hatcher’s demo last month was very informative and the all day hands on
was even better. I hope in the future new people will want to come to these events.
Many members went up to Anacortes to see Jimmy Clewes demonstrate. I hope all
that went got something out of the way he turns and I had a chance to talk with him
one-on-one before he started the demo. Later in the day one of our members
showed him some pictures of the human powered lathe and he complemented me on
the lathe, which was a big surprise.
I want to remind everyone that the mentors and others are available to help people
with any questions or turning challenges throughout the month, not just at the meetings or Saw Dust Sessions. I am more than happy to work with anyone anytime, just
give me a call to set up a time. The mentors also feel the same way, so you should
not feel like you are putting anyone out. That is why we are here!
Be safe out there!
Ask the Mentors! - cont from page 1

woodturning applications can be sold. Remember to bring your own money for making change and something to protect the table from damage. There will be a wall to
post larger items that cannot be brought in to the VFW. (Also a reminder, there is a
Want Ads section in the newsletter for members in good standing.)
When the tool swap is over, all are expected to leave their areas cleaner than when
they found them. If you don’t sell it, you must take it with you (or give it away). Just
be sure to leave a clean space where you were - no floor mess, no table left up, your
chairs away, and no tools left.
By the way, this really is not JUST a tool swap. If you had wood or other usable
things a woodturner might find useful and want to sell them/it, bring it and sell it.
Just, ahem, clean up after yourself.

Fred Hold Update
Jan Garlington has visited Fred recently. He thanks those who went to Mildred wake.
Memory problems preventshim from turning. He is living in the Bothell area and enjoys visitors. Anyone interested in visiting can contact her. janicegarlington@gmail.com
The Seattle Woodturners encourages it’s members to join the AAW
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members. Content includes
articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics: Chucks, Sharpening,
Shop Tips, and more. Members also have access to an archive of the American
Woodturner (a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals
(a bi-monthly digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise).
For information about membership see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org

Seattle Outreach to Bellevue Art Museum
Once again we are going to support the Bellevue Art Museum
KIDSFair, which runs at the same time as the BAM Arts Fair: July 29,
30, 31, 2016. KIDSFair is an opportunity for the club to interact with
kids who visit the Museum during the fair and learn a little about
woodturning.
In 2015 the club handed out over 600 tops for kids to decorate.
The Outreach Committee has set a goal of 1000 tops for 2016.
Generous donations of wood have been prepped and provided to
member to turn tops. If you picked up some of the wood you are
encourage to turn in completed tops within 2 meetings. A container
will be available at each meeting to drop off completed tops.
Let’s get turning and hit our goal by the June Meeting!
Making a Top
In general, tops
should be around 2
inches tall with the
stem being the longest part. The bottom
should be about one
third the total length.
Usually the more
weight on the bottom
the longer the top will spin. This may be something of a guide in
turning yours. One thing, though, make your handle straight
so it will fit in our color wheel the kids use. Of course use your
own design.

Beads of Courage Boxes Still Needed
So far we have about 10 Beads of Courage boxes
turned in to Children’s Hospital. They say they can use up
to 30 a year, so your work is still needed!
These kids go through some painful tests and procedures. As they reach milestones they are given beads to
recognize their progress that are placed in these boxes.
Boxes need to meet minimum size requirements:
6” diameter and 5” height

“Empty Bowls” Is Successful

Many thanks to all who donated to “Empty Bowls”. Your donations far
surpassed the numbers we have had in previous years. The load from the
last meeting took me 4 trips from the car to their storage place in Ballard.
All told, the event
raised over $10,000
for the food bank, so
we supported about
$3700 of that. It is
always a pleasure to
be able to say
"Thank You” and report that we have
done something
good for the community. I look forward
to doing it again
next year, in fact, I
already have a couple of bowls set
aside for it.
Vern Tator

Empty Bowls
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The arrow points
to Earth!

Foot powered
lathe

Every month the More Woodturning magazine sends us an article explaining the turning of a project.

Making Gavels
by William W. Klenke
[This article originally appeared in THE ART OF WOODTURNING in 1921, yet is timeless in both
concept and simplicity. Perhaps the leader of your woodturning club could use one?]

In designing a gavel and in selecting wood for the same, there are a few requirements we have to meet. Since a gavel is used in somewhat the same manner as a
mallet (in that we strike a blow with both), the first essential will be to use a hard
wood. This stands the blow better, and hard woods being heavier, the blow is more
easily delivered. The wood must be sonorous, so that sound is given forth.
During periods of excitement, it is often necessary to use a gavel quickly, and little
attention is paid to where the gavel strikes; hence the ends must be well rounded.
To meet all these requirements, a wood such as rosewood, ebony, or cocobolo serves
very well.
The stock for the head is 2-1/4" x2-1/4" x 4-1/2". Turn as follows:
(a) Rough down to the largest diameter.
(b) Cut to length (leaving the same amount of waste wood at each end).
(c) Locate the center line.
(d) Lay off the work from both sides of this line.
Note: It is advisable, at the point (c) to make a small hole with the dividers, so that
when boring the hole for the handle, it will be in the exact center.
When turning a cove, having a fillet at each side, it is advisable to ignore the cove
entirely until the fillets are cut clean, then work out the cove. Before cutting the work
loose, bore the hole for the handle. This should be done in the lathe, the work being
clamped tightly between centers.
The handle should be turned with the small end at the lead center. All parts are finished before fitting the handle into the head, so that no oil from the polish will reach
that part. On all work, where one part fits into another, always cut the hole
first, then fit the other part to that hole.
When all the ends have been cleaned off, glue the handle into the head. Should the
handle fit rather loosely, make a saw-kerf in the end, about 1/2" down the handle,
and force a wedge into this cut. This method is often used in joinery.
continued on next page

Gavels - cont from preceding page

Plate 1

Plate 2

Klingspor Discount Signups
Klingspor Woodworking Shop gives a 10% discount on all purchases that are
not motorized or already on sale, to members of woodworking clubs that have
sent their member list to them. Members agreeing to have their contact information
sent can send an email agreeing or sign the sheet at the Chapter meeting on
4/14/16. You are good to go if you signed up at the March chapter meeting or responded to the email I sent the membership on 3/25/16. The compiled list will be
sent to Klingspor after the April Chapter meeting. Klingspor will not sell your information and you may contact them at any time to quit receiving catalogs or emails.
We will not send information on any members that do not agree to have their information shared. Email signups or questions can be sent to: seattleaawt@gmail.com
Keep Turning,
Steve Gary, Treasurer
We want to thank our friends from Equipment Sales and Surplus for their generous
donation of a Jet 1501 mini-lathe. A portable stand has been purchased and thanks
to another generous donation from a former club president we have a chuck. This
will give us an additional lathe for use at Sawdust sessions and Outreach events.
When you visit our sponsors they find ways to give back to your club.

Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
Get ads to Les Dawson by the 3rd Thursday of the month for the next newsletter.

For Sale: Bowl blanks and furniture wood. Contact AJ Mearns (425) 501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com
For Sale: Oneway 1640 Purchased 2007 from Craft Supplies. In excellent condition. Used by one
person, Arnold Bowman. Also have woodturning tools compatible with this lathe. Also has a dust
control attached which works well. Contact Stacy Bowman (253) 589-1783
For Sale: circa 1992 Powermatic table saw, long table on wheels, approx. 12-15 total hours, $400
(obo). Contact Dave (206) 290-3276
Wanted: Tools for my Woodturning workshop. 14" Bandsaw; 1 HP or larger (110V/220V) similar to a
Grizzly G0550. Wood Lathe: 2 HP or larger, similar to a Powermatic 3520 or a Jet 1642. Blades,
chucks, etc. for the above. Contact Jim Kief (425) 885-4471 or chabotkief@comcast.net
For Sale: 10-in. Delta table saw on stand with rollers & table extensions. 2½-hp motor; $150.00
Contact Wally Haugan (253) 631-5949 or hauganwj@msn.com

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. Sponsors give a discount when showing your
membership card and/or provide the gift certificates/equipment to the club.

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of
turning tools & supplies in the NW. Club members get a 10%
discount. Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”).
5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108
Rockler has two location in the Seattle area. Club members
get a 10% discount.
South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125
Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic
hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals.
4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others as
well as unmatched pricing on new items from these brands.
1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001

Seattle Chapter Officers
President
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com
Vice President
Jim Kief

chabotkief@comcast.net

Treasurer
Steve Gary

Secretary
Greg Raab

greg.raab.73@gmail.com

Director of Programs

seattleaawt@gmail.com

Jim Steck

Director of Inventory Control

Director of Communications

Mike Hughes

Dan Robbins de_robbins@hotmail.com

Member-at-Large #1

Member-at-Large #2

Vern Tator

vernt47@gmail.com

Corey Markus

tahomabox@aol.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Community Outreach

Videographers

Mike Hughes applepress64@gmail.com
Jim Kief chabotkief@comcast.net

Ryan Pederson ryan@pedersens.us
Bob Holzgraf rwholzgraf@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Audio

Les Dawson

lescdawson@aol.com

Lawrence Brown

Web Site
Ryan Pederson

ryan@pederson.us

Photographer
George McNiel

Head Wood Rat
Vern Tator

George Baskett

Sawdust Sessions
aj-17@juno.com

Hospitality
Jim Remington

jwremington@gmail.com

gc.mcneil@me.com

Librarian

vernt47@gmail.com

A.J. Mearns

gevarre@gmail.com

Trailer Puller
Jim Hogg

jimhogg@microsoft.com

Safety Officer
(open)

New Members and Mentors

Sealer

George Hart

Steve Sergev steve_sergev@yahoo.com

Inventory Control

Facilities Setup

(open)

(open)

The club is looking for volunteers. It is a great way to help build a stronger club.
Volunteers are needed for the following positions:
Outreach Coordinator, Inventory Control, Safety Officer, and Facilities Setup.
Back-ups are also needed for all volunteer positions.

Next Club Meeting: April 14, 2016
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time)

