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Mike Sorge ~ Artisan 
Statement: 

My work is 
a result of 
free-spirited 
experimen-
tation and 

love of nature - rescuing, 
revealing and preserving 
the inherent natural 
beauty of the fallen tree 
through creative improvi-
sational woodturning with 
an emphasis on non-
round geometric shapes 
and bark included natural 
edge.  The resulting geo-
metric sculptures feature 
attractive flowing lines 
and are food safe “art for 
utilitarian use”, while my 
natural edge winged vase 
sculptures are rustic yet 
elegant in form. 

These playful and fearless 

“big air” efforts also facili-

tate a more complete 

mastery of the bowl 

gauge tool.  And to in-

spire, share and safely 

teach what I’ve learned 

with others See pg. 3, top 

The club has another 
workshop coming up 
with Mike Sorge on Sep-
tember 10, turning a 
square bowl with an-
other project for the 
day.  There are still 
some open slots avail-
able for this hands-on 
workshop.  Contact 
David Lutrick if you 
want to join in for this Saturday of turning. 

Our club has many open volunteers’ positions available 
and is looking for help.  We are really in need some-
one to take over the newsletter from Les and a Secre-
tary for the club. We also need someone to help with 
the set up of the video equipment. If one of the nor-
mal video people happens to be absent, it is too much 
work for one person to do. 

The club picnic showcased the “Beads of Courage 
Boxes” that many members had done. We are looking 
to get another batch ready in a month or two.  The 
hospitals in the area need at least 30 boxes a year to 
keep up with the children going through the cancer 
treatment.  The group has a good start and I hope we 
can keep this moving forward. 

We always need tops for next year and I will have 
more wood at the next meeting, looking forward to 
our goal of 1200. 

I want everyone to know that our own Molly Winton is 
running for the national AAW board. 

For those of you that are members of AAW, voting 
started on August 1st and will run until October 21st 
2016.   

    Be safe! 



2016 CALENDAR SEATLE AAW 

January  

5 Board Meeting 

14 AJ Mearns on Coring 
techniques 

 

February  

2 Board Meeting 

11 Tom Johanson-
”Turning Magic” 

March  

1 Board Meeting 

10 Stephen Hatcher 

12 HandsOn: Stephen 
Hatcher all day workshop 
@ AJ’s shop full  

August  

2 Board Meeting 

11 Helga Winter Topic: 
Surface Embellishment 

13 Winter: Surface embel-
lishment 

30 Sept Board Meeting 

No Sawdust Session 

September  

8 Mike Sorge: Big air geo-
metric demo  

10 Sorge Hands on: Pa-
goda Box and Diamond 
Bowl 

Nominations Committee for 
Club Officers is formed 

October  

4 Board Meeting 

13 Eric Lofstrom 

15 Sawdust Session: Lof-
strom hands-on 

Ornaments: Moe/Johnson 

Segmented Turning Sym-
posium in Boston, MA 

April  

4 Board Meeting 

14 Tool Swap and Expert 
Panel Discussion 

16 Sawdust Session:     
Beginning bowls and 
spindle work 

May  

3 Board Meeting 

12 Michael Dresdner on 
Finishing 

14 Sawdust Session:  
Chatter Tools w/Burt 
Hovander 

31 June Board Meeting 

July  

5 Bd. Mtg. cancelled 

14 Mini Demonstrations by 
members 

16 Beads of Courage 
Boxes at David Lutrick’s 
shop 

November  

1 Board Meeting 

10 Annual Elections &   

Reed Gray 

11 Reed Gray TBD 

 

 

December  

8 Christmas Party 

No Sawdust Session 
 

 

June  

9 John Shrader 

11 Sawdust Session: 
Beads of Courage Boxes 
with David Lutrick 



has become a joyful passion.  

Describe the project and/or technique(s) you’ll be demonstrating to Seattle 
Woodturners at the Thursday night 
monthly meeting? 

Topic: Title. 
“Big Air Geometric Turnings; Safety & 
Methods in Turning Large Diamonds & 
Triangles” I look forward to demonstrating 
how I turn a large utilitarian diamond bowl 
w/ 2nd inner cored bowl, as well as my tril-
lium pagoda lidded box including the follow-
ing points. 

1. Easily, efficiently and cost effectively making diamond & equilateral triangle turning 
blanks. 

2. Securely mounting diamond & triangle turning blanks onto the lathe; assured clear 
distance. 

3. Safety:  Tools & grinds, lathe speed, lighting, ghost imaging, preventing tip frac-
tures and edge tear out. 

4. Design strategies:  Approach and application of tools to obtain desired design. 

5. Using the Kel McNaughton Center Saver System to core extra bowls from Geomet-
ric Turning Blanks. 

6. Making 2-tone lid glue-ups and lid design. 

7. Turning lids:  Shaping including the deep channel/cove cut, and fitting lids 

8. Discuss Sanding & Finishing. 

Are you a member of a woodturning Club and how long have you been 
turning? 

After taking an introductory woodturning class in Columbus, OH the fall of 2009, I re-

alized my creative passion to be woodturning.  I joined Central Ohio Woodturners 

(COW) and soon devoted myself to creating my own signature works, experimenting 

with non-round big air geometric shapes and natural edge forms.  In my second year 

of turning, I was asked to provide my first demonstration, for COW, demonstrating 

how I turn a large 19” long diamond bowl, after 

which two outstanding veteran turners humorously 

told me, “We’re concerned for you; we think you’re 

turning these large crazy shapes because you don’t 

know what you’re not supposed to be doing.”  Hav-

ing moved to Virginia in March 2013, my wife of 42 

years, Cindy, and I now live in the See pg. 4 



knoll near Middlebrook, VA.  I’m a current member of Central Virginia Woodturners 

(3 yrs), member of AAW (7 yrs), and in the last 4 months this year, I’ve had the 

pleasure to provide demos and classes for 9 clubs in six states. 

Can you name someone in Woodturning who you would describe as a 
mentor? Why? 

Upon being smitten with woodturning, I immediately bought (and loaned from the 
COW library) many books and DVDs on woodturning, many turners, Raffan, Keyes, 
Ellsworth, Jordon, Clewes, etc. but I was particularly impressed with a Mike Ma-
honey DVD, his bowl gauge excellence, and bought several more Mahoney DVDs.  
This was my initial education.  I sent Mike an email thanking him, and told him a 
quote, “If I have seen further it’s because of having stood on the shoulders of gi-
ants.” ~ Isaac Newton.  And I had the pleasure of attending a Mike Mahoney 
“hollow form” class in Columbus Oh, the only professional class I’ve attended.  Of 
course, nothing takes the place of persevering effort.  As Shinichi Suzuki said, 
“Knowledge is not skill; knowledge plus ten thousand times is skill.” 

 
What is your favorite tool and/or wood and why? 

The bowl gauge.  For my interests, I find a well shaped and sharpened bowl gauge 
to be the most capable and versatile tool.  Over 90% of all my turning is with the 
bowl gauge, and primarily with the 5/8” bowl gauge. 
 
What do you see as the biggest change in the field? How about changes in 
the AAW or your own Club? 

The advancement during the last decade of carving, texturing and coloring is tre-
mendous; the results are stunningly beautiful, though not my focus.  I also see fun 
wonderful originality in design and shapes, fascinating. 
 
What's your favorite project/piece? 

Do what you love, love what you do.  Non-round geometric shapes and hi/low bark 
natural edge forms are my favorites, my specialty.  Yet one of my hobbies is collect-

ing and memorizing quotes, which inspired 
the creation of my Trillium Pagoda Wisdom 
Box, where I turn an equilateral triangle into 
an organic flowing shape w/ raised interior 
hollowed out dome w/ pagoda style lid.  I in-
clude over 1000 virtuous and humorous 
quotes with each one. 
 

See pg. 5 



If you could give new/newer Woodturners advice what would you say? 

Turn for the joy of it; the greater your effort, the greater your joy.  Do not allow your-
self to become discouraged; there are no failures, only lessons. 

“If you can dream it, you can do it.” ~ Walt Disney.   

“Nothing in this world can take the place of 

persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more 

common than unsuccessful people with tal-

ent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is 

almost a proverb. Education will not; the 

world is full of educated failures. Persistence 

and determination alone are omnipotent.  

The slogan press on has solved and always will solve the 

problems of the human race.” ~ Calvin Coolidge 

Annual Ornament Class Coming Soon 

 On October 8 and again October 9 John Moe and Hal Johnson will again offer 
their ornament class at John’s home. Turners will leave the class with two hollowing 
tools (one straight and one bent) as well as a finished ornament. There will be a 
demonstration on drilling/ heating/ bending the steel and forming/sharpening the 
bits. The students will turn two handles and insert the steel. There will be a hollow-
ing demonstration and then the students will hollow their ornaments with individual 
instruction. Following the completion of the ornament body there will be a demon-
stration and individual instruction on turning finials. Finally there will be an opportu-
nity to embellish the ornaments. Having taken the class many years ago I know this 

will be a great opportunity. If you can take it—DO SO! 

 
 It will be an educational day with a bonus ornament and set of hand tools for 
the price of $10. Can you beat that? More information later. 



 

 

 

 

Square Plate and Tri-Pagoda Box 

Date: Saturday, September 10th, 2016  

Time: 9:00AM - ~4:00PM 
Cost: $60** (7-8 students) Location: AJ’s Shop, Bothell 

Of the two projects we’ll start with the Square Plate/Bowl; after that we’ll move on to the Tri-
Pagoda Box. Depending on the student’s skill level, both projects may be turned entirely in class. 

1) Easily, efficiently and cost effectively making equilateral triangle turning blanks; squares too. 
2) Safely and securely mounting triangle and square blanks onto the lathe; assured clear distance. 
3) Safely turning: Tools & grinds, lathe speed, ghost imaging, preventing tip fractures and tear out. 
4) Making 2-tone lid glue-ups and lid design. 
5) Design Strategy:  Shaping the geometric blank, shaping the top of the box and hollowing the in-
terior of the box. 
6) Turning lids:  Shaping including the deep channel/cove cut, and fitting lids 
7) Using the versatile McNaughton Center Saver System to core extra bowls. 
8) Discuss Sanding & Finishing 

About Mike Sorge – Artist’s Statement: My work is a result of free-spirited experimentation and 
love of nature - rescuing, revealing and preserving the inherent natural beauty of the fallen tree 
through improvisational woodturning with an emphasis on non-round geometric shapes and bark 
included natural edge. The resulting geometric sculptures feature attractive flowing lines and are 
food safe “art for utilitarian use”, while my natural edge winged vase sculptures are rustic yet ele-
gant in form. These playful and fearless “big air” efforts also facilitate a more complete mastery of 
tool skill excellence.  And to inspire, share and safely teach what I’ve learned with others has be-
come a joyful passion. Learn more: http://www.mikesorge.com/   

Attendance is limited to 7-8 students. Support Seattle Woodturners. See Jim Steck or email 

james_steck@comcast.net to reserve your spot. **Additional materials fee estimated to be $10-$15 

will apply, making the total cost $70-$75. 

Hands-On Workshop: Mike Sorge 



Annual Picnic Great Fun  

The annual club picnic was held August 21st at Farrell-McWhirter Park in Redmond. 
Though the weather was kind of threatening, there was no rain and the clouds were a 

welcome break from the heat. About 30 
members attended. Catering was provided 
by Joe Cardo. 

 The highlight of the picnic was the 
presentation of the Beads of Courage 
Boxes. These members made boxes that 
were displayed: Don Mittet, Linda Shulman, 
Sally Mussetter, Norm Vigus, Jack Frost, 

David Lutrick and George Hart.  Everyone agreed that George’s “castle” box was a 
particularly apt design for the children.  
Thanks to all those who made boxes.  
Eleven boxes were delivered to Children’s 
Hospital on August 26.  Those members 
who have boxes yet to be completed are 
encouraged to finish them and bring them 
to a meeting so we can also take them to 
Children’s.   

 As you may recall, Children’s can 
use about 30 boxes per year.  Our club 
could easily make that goal if something like 25% of our members made a box each 
year.  Plan ahead so that you will have dry wood for the boxes.  Wood Rats should cut 
some of your green wood into 7 inch thick blocks and rough out thick-walled lidded 
boxes.  Set these aside to dry for six months or so, then turn them to the desired fin-
ished size:  minimum inside diameter 5 inches, minimum inside height 4 inches. 
 David Lutrick’s instructions on making a BOC box will be posted on our website 
shortly.  

These kids go through some painful tests and 
procedures. As they reach 
milestones they are given 
beads to recognize their 
progress that are placed in 
these boxes. Boxes need to 
meet minimum size re-
quirements: 6” diameter 
and 5” height 



Seattle Woodturners,  
 “Beads of Courage” is a national program "Providing Arts-in-Medicine for Chil-
dren with Serious Illness".  http://www.beadsofcourage.org/pages/woodworkers.htm.  
(For those of you who might not be familiar with the program, I am including a link 
to the national organization site).  The national AAW organization puts a lot of sup-
port behind this program at the national Symposiums and recognizes local club sup-
port in "American Woodturner" magazine. In the Seattle area we have been working 
with Seattle Children's Hospital to support their program.  
 A Beads of Courage (BOC) box is an excellent project that enables club mem-
bers to work together to develop their skills, showcase their accomplishments, and 
make a positive impact in the lives of these children.  
 We will be highlighting the Beads of Courage project over the next several 
months, with a goal of making at least 20 boxes by the annual club picnic in August. 
(Children’s says they can use up to 30 boxes a year). At the club picnic we will take 
photos of the boxes and the turners who contributed, and share our efforts with 
other groups around the country.  

 Thanks to Dan Johnson, the Club will supply a BOC Logo Medallion made from 
ceramic, wood, or plastic for you to embellish your design. A limited number of me-
dallions will be available at the June meeting.  

 You can also participate by providing wood for boxes; even practice wood is 
suitable.  (Here’s a chance to clean out your wood pile!). Wood needs to be dry, at 
least 6” wide (cross-grain) and 5” deep (end-grain). Contact David Lutrick or bring to 
the next Club meeting. 

 A BOC box is a chance for all members to share and contribute, regardless of 
skill level, and enjoy the tremendous satisfaction of knowing that needy child is really 
going to appreciate your creation.           
Jim Kief, Vice President, Seattle Woodturners 

Another Opportunity for Woodturners!  

PRATT Fine Arts in Seattle offers many hands-on classes in a wide variety of artistic 
disciplines.  Among the numerous “wood” classes are beginning, intermediate and 
pen turning, limited to 5 students per class.  These classes are taught in the evening 
and/or on weekends.  PRATT is located at 20th and Jackson in Seattle, with relatively 
easy access from I-90 near the I-5 junction.  The PRATT catalog of classes and regis-
tration is on-line at http://www.pratt.org.  The Fall schedule will be posted soon, in-
cluding a new intermediate turning class, “Holiday Projects,” that will feature turned 
ornaments and a gift box. Pratt also rents their facilities by the hour or by a monthly 
pass.  For those wishing to try a new media, Pratt offers classes for metalworking, 
glass blowing, jewelry, print-making and others. 



Seattle Mentors 

 Below are listed the current mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are 
excellent sources. If they can’t answer a question, they will know how to find the answer.  

Gary Clarke (segmented work)  garyclarkewoodturner@hotmail.com (425) 451-3437 

Les Dawson (beginning work) woodguy103@aol.com   (425) 432-3879 

Dan Johnson    Dan1931@frontier.com  (206) 412-7338 

Hal Johnson    1dognobird@comcast.net  (425) 788-2221 

David Lutrick    Lutrick2@comcast.net   (425) 557-9571 

Jack McDaniel    jack@aocb.com    (425) 486-9205 

AJ Mearns    aj-17@juno.com   (425) 501-0020 
John Moe    janjmoe@msn.com    (425) 643-4522 

Jose Pantoja    josepantoja@forceonetech.com        (206) 669-3270 

Allan Rumpf (beginning spindles) lkmargaret@aol.com    (206) 687-7128 

Steve Sergev    steve_sergev@yahoo.com  (425) 868-5666 

John Shrader    shraderorder@hotmail.com  (425) 653-3504 

Bob Sievers (off-center work)  woodchipper1@comcast.net   (360) 897-8427 

Vern Tator    vernt47@gmail.com   (206) 856 6759 

Jack Wayne    captjack327@yahoo.com  (425) 488-9561 

Notes from the Ledger 

Thank You-we have received donations to our Benevity account. Thank you to those 
of you that have signed up (see item below for details).  This will be a great help to 
our Chapter. 

Corporate Donations-if you are a Microsoft employee, Microsoft will make a do-
nation to our chapter through benevity.org for every hour you volunteer.  Whether 
you set up/ tear down meetings, help at Wood Rats, mentor, or are on the board-
they all count as volunteer hours.  Other companies may offer similar donations as 
well.  Please contact me if your employer offers such a benefit.  Our EIN 21-1365660. 

Amazon Smile-anyone shopping on Amazon can designate our Chapter as their 
charity of choice.  To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the 
web browser on your computer or mobile device. You get the same prices, products, 
using your existing account, and the chapter gets a donation at no cost to you.  Ama-
zon will then donate .5% of eligible purchases to our chapter.   

Membership Cards-will be available for pickup at the September meeting. 

Keep Turning, 
Steve Gary, Treasurer 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 



Navaho Border Patterns for Segmented Turning Feature Rings 
by Bill Kandler This information is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit 

their web site: www.morewoodturningmagazine.com 

You know what they say about idle hands… 

This spring, I got to thinking about doing a Navaho border pattern for a new project. I 
started playing with the cutting angle and make up of the diamond, the width of the 
slice, and the size of the saw kerf. In doing so, I came to realize that there’s an awful 
lot of variability in the result that comes from being able to change each one of these 
items. So many were the variations, and the results differed so much from the start-
ing point, that I came to the decision that I needed to put together a model of the 
process. A model so I could see what was going on. And, when you have a model, 
you get to make the rules. Did I say rules? No, I meant to say no rules. The border 
pattern is usually made with a double border. But what would it look like with a single 
border or a three-part border? Wow! Here are four examples to show what I mean:  

Starting Diamond Sliced Result 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 is a 30 degree diamond with a double border. The slices, 1/8” thick, are cut 

with a bandsaw. It results in a kind of snowflake appearance because the inner border 



color matches the surrounding material. Figure 2 is a 40 degree diamond with no dis-

tinct borders; just color and contrast. Again the slices are 1/8” thick and cut with a 

bandsaw. The result is truly wild. Figures 3 and 4 are 45 degree diamonds with a sin-

gle border. The border is narrow in Figure 3, 1/8”, while it’s ¼” in Figure 4. So, how 

does one go about constructing such complex segments? Read on…  

Start by assembling the lamination board. For this step it is important to mill all the 

stock to the same width, which makes it much easier to get everything lined up. The 

first wood is the middle, which is then flanked on either side by the next wood, which 

is then flanked on either side by the next wood, and so on. You should end up with 

something that looks like this: 

 

 

 

Now set up your saw for making cuts at the angle specified in your design. For this 

one, it’s 30 degrees. Also set up a stop block so that all the strips will be cut at the 

same width. And, be sure the saw blade is ‘dead on’ vertical. The lamination board 

needs to be as long as needed for the strips plus some extra for safe handling during 

the sawing operation. After sawing, you now have this assembly of pieces: 

 

 

 

Now take alter-

nating strips and turn them over (left to right or right to left) and you have the Dia-

mond pattern shown below. At the least, you now need to glue the strips into pairs. 

But for safety in processing, it’s a good idea to then assemble the pairs together tem-

porarily using hot melt glue or an equivalent. Do this against a straight edge so you 

can be sure that all the points line up. If they don’t, you won’t be able to get the 

points to line up in 

the ring you 

later construct 

from the Dia-

monds. 

 



Now you have a set of ZigZags from which you make Diamonds. But first trim off any 

excess material from the top and bottom of the design.  

 

 

 

 

 

Now locate the exact center (vertical) of the design and cut the entire assembly into 

two horizontal halves and slide the top/bottom to the left/right to reveal the diamond 

pattern. Phew! Now we can finally start slicing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Set up your slicing situation with a sawing fence with the appropriate spacing be-

tween the fence and the saw blade. Starting from the center of each half, slice away 

until you have exhausted the stock. Do this for both the top and bottom halves. Oh!, 

and keep track of which slice goes where. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, flip each slice over, top-to-bottom. 

Last step! Carefully glue all the slices together, taking care to keep the pieces verti-

cally aligned. One way to do this is to clamp blocks across the ends of the slices. This 

will keep things from moving around as you clamp along the strips. You can’t use too 

many clamps for this activity. With a good slicing blade and really hefty clamping 

pressure, you’ll find that there is no need to sand the slices before gluing. 



Volunteers 

 Every month we list the open volunteer positions in the newsletter.  Some of 
the positions have been open for over 3 months.  Now is the time to step forward 
and help us fill open volunteer positions: 

Secretary, Outreach Coordinator, Inventory Control, Safety Officer,  

Facilities Setup, Shop Tours, and Wood Raffle  

 If you have the time, develop the inclination to participate in club activities ei-
ther as an activity organizer or as activity member. As newsletter editor, I have found 
that being involved in an activity has made me more of a turner. I have learned much 
from many of the folks I have had the opportunity to work with. The activity of wood-
turning is generally a solitary activity. Being involved in club activities has brought me 
in contact with many people I might not have had the chance to get to know. Finally, 
some of these volunteer activities would be a great way for beginning turners to in-
volve themselves in the club. The board will support every one of the volunteer activi-
ties. 

 Contact a board member for more information or to volunteer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All that’s left to do now is make the pieces into segments. That’s likely a two step 
process as you first need to break the glue-up down into segment blocks and then 
make the miter cuts. The trick here is to be sure that you make the miter cuts so that 
the two halves of each Diamond unit are identical. Otherwise you won’t be able to get 
the points to line up in the ring. Now, you’re almost ready to go off and try this out 
for yourself. And to make sure you really can, and do it easily, I’ve created a new de-
signer as a Plug-In for my Segmented Project Planner that does it all with Diamond 
design, slicing, and detailed construction instructions (you just read them). Want to 
slice something else? Well, there’s also a pure Slicing designer, as well, that helps you 
to slice virtually anything you can construct.  

About the Author: 

Bill Kandler is an accomplished segmented turner and designer of some Segmented 
Turning software program. For more information contact:  

Bill Kandler; Telephone: (805) 489-5309 Email: bkandler@segmentedturning.com  

Website: www.segmentedturning.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 We have a rare opportunity to see a fantastic woodturner.  David Best has man-
aged to get Michael Blankenship to do a one day demonstration for us on Septem-
ber 22nd.  What makes this such a special event?  Michael Blankenship is totally blind 
and yet he does fantastic turnings.  His work consists of bowls, platters, hollow 
forms, ornaments, and segmented.        
        In his words (borrowed from his website http://turningblind.com/:  

 “Michael Blankenship is a completely blind wood turner. He became blind from a 
rare disease called AZOOR in 2003. He was a woodworker all of his life but never 
turned wood into bowls until he became blind. Michael taught himself to turn wood 
by listening to videos.                  
 Michael gets his wood to turn his unique and one of a kind bowls from urban 
logs or trees that would have ended up in landfills. He believes in recycling logs to 
make useful and beautiful bowls. Each item that he turns is one of a kind. Since he is 
blind each piece that he makes is unique. No two pieces look alike.   
     Michael belongs to two woodturning clubs to help him learn new techniques. 
These clubs give him an opportunity to learn from other turners and try new styles of 
turning.  He learns ways to improve his skills. He tries new shapes and styles of 
bowls and other items. He is also a member of the national organization called AAW 
(American Association of Woodturners).  
     Michael has been demonstrating for varies symposiums and clubs throughout 
the country. He has been showing his technics and methods so that all turners de-
spite their disabilities won't give up their love of turning as well as inspire others to 
start turning. 
     Michael has been featured in two international magazines: Woodturning Design 
and Woodturning magazine UK. He has also been on a PBS TV show called Illinois 
Stories.                       
 Michael is featured in 3 galleries:  The Studio on 6th in Springfield,  Illinois  

                                                         Turned Treasures in Belleville, Illinois  

                                                         The Vault in Tuscola, Illinois “ 

 Sorry about the short notification, but this is how it works out with his sched-
ule.  He is stopping off here for one day on his way to Vancouver, BC to put on a 
workshop there the following weekend. 

 If you can make the time, it will be $30 and will be a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity.  The demonstration will be at Nancy Sweazey’s.  David Best will have more infor-
mation at this month’s meeting. 



An Opportunity for Woodturners 
Stuart Batty Demonstration and Workshops 

Woodturners of Olympia 
 

About Stuart Batty: 
 Stuart grew up in the city of Newcastle in northeast England. He began wood-
turning at age 10 and is a third generation woodturner. Under the expert tutelage of 
his father, Allan Batty an internationally recognized woodturner, Stuart learned to 
make spindles and a variety of other production turning articles. These techniques 
have been used and passed on through apprenticeships for centuries in Britain.  
  Stuart's style of work is greatly influenced by his background as a spindle 
turner with precise cuts and sharp detail. He uses very simple tools and grinds to cre-
ate his pieces. His work is "pure" lathe work, with no carving or surface texturing. 
Stuart's artwork has been sold through prestigious galleries across Europe and the 
USA. He also has artwork displayed in the permanent White House collection.  
   Stuart believes we have only tapped the possibilities of what can be made on a 
wood lathe and the only limiting factor for most woodturners is their skill level and 
imagination. With production woodturning as his background, Stuart's foundation in 
woodturning helped him develop the push cut style and other techniques like negative 
rake scraping. These techniques allowed him to produce very delicate high-end pieces 
for galleries. 
 There will be two workshop choices both on the same topic.  Here is a work-
shop description directly from Stuart: 
 

Stuart Batty Woodturning Classes: 

 All classes are based on improving the understanding and application of the 
most effective way to cut wood on a lathe. This class is for every level of woodturner 
from a complete beginner to professional woodturner.  
There are six fundamental cuts in woodturning, almost identical in spindle and bowl 
turning. My style of woodturning is hundreds of years old and based on the European 
style of push cut. However, it has been simplified to work with fewer tools and simple 
grinds.  
 Absolutely everyone who takes the class learns to cut wood with no torn grain 
and very little physical effort. Almost any cut can be performed with two pounds or 
less pressure, and even roughing-out a large bowl blank can be done with very little 
physical effort. 
 Every cut is broken down into very small parts, so that anyone can learn and 
perfect these cuts. Each of the six cuts is practiced in a variety of both spindle and 
bowl turning shapes. Everyone learns to free hand grind, which is more accurate than 
jig grinding and is easy to learn when shown how.           
 A lot of myths you have heard in woodturning are cleared up, for example:   



 

The Seattle Woodturners encourages it’s members to join the AAW with its 

rich library available to members. Content includes articles and videos on a variety of woodturning 
topics:  Chucks, Sharpening, Shop Tips, and more.  Members also have access to an archive of the 
American Woodturner (a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals (a bi-
monthly digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise). 

For information about membership see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org  

◊ “Rub the bevel” is a very misleading statement, yet it is one of the most commonly 
used. In fact very few cuts can actually work if you rub the bevel.  It must instead 
be floated.  This and many other very important points are cleared up. 
 Each student turns approximately 8 to 10 pieces of wood each day. That means 
lots of practice and very importantly repeat practice of every cut. This has huge 
benefits for every woodturner and every skill level. 
 This class has been taught for over 35 years to over 4000 woodturners. 
 The tools we use in the class are as follows:  
 
Spindle Gouge – 3/8” is best but bring any you have 
Bowl Gouges – 3/8” & up 
Roughing Gouge – Any size 

◊ You are welcome to bring other tools so that I can check the grind on them 

 

Workshop 1: 
Date:  Friday, September 23, 2016 
Time:  8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Location:  Larry Miller’s Shop (directions will be sent to those registering) 
Cost:  $150 
 

Workshop 2: 
 
Date:  Saturday, September 24, 2016 
Time:  8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Location:  Larry Miller’s Shop (directions will be sent to those registering) 
Cost:  $150 
 

To Register: 
 
Call or email George Macauley at: 
 

Email:  gcmacauley@comcast.net 
Cell:  (360) 918-2304 

 

 



Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

Get ads to Les Dawson by the 3rd Thursday of the month for the next newsletter. 

For Sale:  Bowl blanks and furniture wood.  Contact AJ Mearns  (425) 501-0020 or aj-
17@juno.com 

For Sale: For sale: Jet 10”/14” Variable speed lathe with bed extender--$300.00; Delta 

10”/14” w/stand--$150.00; Jet 10”/14” basic lathe--$100.00; Older Delta 6” Jointer 

good shape, needs knives—free to lathe buyer (if you want it). 

For Sale: Oneida Vacuum system, 80 gallon compressor w/ dryer.   

Contact   Rick Terney Cell 425-213-4353 

Sponsors 
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide the gift certificates 
and donate equipment to the club.  The following sponsors give a discount when you 
show your membership card:  WoodCraft, Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods.  
CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a 
member of the Seattle Chapter, AAW. 

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse 

surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others as 

well as unmatched pricing on new items from these brands. 

1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001 

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic 

hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and 

building professionals.   

4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134 

Rockler has two location in the Seattle area.  Club members 

get a 10% discount. 

South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188 

North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125 

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of 

turning tools & supplies in the NW.  Club members get a 10% 

discount.  Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 

5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108 



Director of Programs 
David Lutrick   lutrick2@comcast.net 

Director of Communications  
Ryan Pedersen  ryan@pedersens.us 

Treasurer 
Steve Gary seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com 

Next Club Meeting: September 8, 2016  
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

Vice President 
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

Secretary 
(open) 

Director of Inventory Control 
Mike Hughes     applepress64@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large #1 
Vern Tator    vernt47@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large #2 
Dan Johnson   dan1931@frontier.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Wood Rat  
Vern Tator vernt47@gmail.com 

Hospitality  
Jim Remington jwremington@gmail.com 

Sealer 
Steve Sergev steve_sergev@yahoo.com 

Photographer 
Ross Nooney 

Librarian 
George Baskett 

Community Outreach 
Mike  Hughes    applepress64@gmail.com 

Jim Kief    jimkief67@gmail.com 

Safety Officer 
(open) 

Audio 
 Lawrence Brown gevarre@gmail.com 

Sawdust Sessions 
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com 

Trailer Puller 
Jim Hogg jimhogg@microsoft.com 

Newsletter Editor  
Les Dawson lescdawson@aol.com 

Videographers 
Ryan Pederson    ryan@pedersens.us 

Bob Holzgraf    rwholzgraf@gmail.com 

The club is looking for volunteers.  It is a great way to help build a stronger club.  

Volunteers are needed for the following positions:  
Secretary, Outreach Coordinator, Inventory Control, Safety Officer, and Facilities Setup, Shop 
Tours, and Wood Raffle. Back-ups are also needed for all volunteer positions. 

Web Site 
Ryan Pederson     ryan@pederson.us 

New Members and Mentors 
George Hart 

Facilities Setup 
(open) 

Inventory Control 
(open) 


