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On November 10th our demonstrator is Reed Gray, aka robohippy.
Reed started woodturning about 20 years ago after purchasing a lathe, his
best Christmas present ever. He is an active on several wood turning forums,
a charter member of the Beaver State Woodturners, member of the
Willamette Valley Woodturners, and the Umpqua Woodturners. A mentor in
all 3 clubs, he enjoys teaching and mentoring as much as he enjoys turning.
Describe the project and/or technique(s) you’ll be demonstrating.
The main point of my demos is aimed at reducing sanding time, no matter
what type of turning you do. One is sharpening, two is presenting the tool to
the wood so it cuts cleanly and you aren’t blowing things up, three is moving
with the tool so you get a smooth even surface. I get distracted easily depending on questions asked.
Name someone in woodturning you would describe as a mentor? Why?
I can’t pick any one mentor as I have learned from just about everyone I have
ever seen, and some I incorporate directly, and some I modify. First book and
video I ever saw was Richard Raffan, and I thought everyone turned like that. For beginners, forums are
good, YouTube can be good, but hands on is best, and that is one of the best things about clubs: mentors.
What is your favorite tool and/or wood and why?
My favorite wood is Madrone. I love the way it warps; and, the more it warps the better it sells for me. You
have to be a bit peculiar to work this wood.
What do you see as the biggest change in the field? How about changes in the AAW or your own Club?
My Robo Rest came about after a 3 day work shop with both Allen and Stuart Batty, who started me doing
free hand sharpening. I wanted a platform that worked similar to a chop saw so I didn’t have to use jigs. I
cannot believe that someone didn’t come up with it a long time ago. For a production turner, if you never
have to use a gouge jig, or jigs to set your angles, you can save a lot of time.
What's your favorite project/piece?
I have never had a favorite piece. I am curious about discovering what is inside the next piece of wood.
Anything else you want to tell us?
Where did I get my nickname, Robo Hippy? Well, I have always been rather alternative. Along with that I like cult classic movies like the original Robo Cop where he
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I will have some Big Ugly tools available. If they haven’t seen the Big Ugly videos I
did, it is a heavy duty scraper that is a DIY tool, but I had some made up because
not everyone wants to wait. I prefer scrapers for all of my heavy roughing.
Also prototypes of an inside S curved bowl rest. I don’t like any that are out there
now, but it is a time saver. Hope to have production models by end of the year, or
by the Oregon Woodturning Symposium at the latest.

President’s Message
I want to thank John Moe, Hal Johnson and Gary Clark for the ornamental classes. I also want to thank David Lutrick for getting the wood for the demonstration and workshop with Eric Lofstrom last month.
We had Eric Lofstrom demonstrating at the meeting last month and a hands-on
class on the Saturday following the meeting, turning a lidded box. The workshop was informitive and the members learned many new techniques. The
club will have Eric back for a skew workshop and another in 2017, since there
was a lot of interest for this by the members at the workshop.
The members that sign up for this month’s workshop with Reed Gray on Friday the 11th need to make sure
you pay to hold your spot since there are members on a wait list wanting to go.
At the November meeting we will be having elections for many board positions that the members must vote
on, they are Vice President, Treasurer, and Member at Large #2 positions. Jack Wayne and Mike Hughes are
working on this task and hope people will step up and help the club.
I will be hosting the last Saw Dust Session of the year on Saturday the 12 th from 9am to 5pm. It will focus on
basic wood prep, basic turning, and tool sharpening. I hope a few more mentors will step up to help out.
Please bring in your “Beads of Courage Boxes” that many you members have started and we are looking to
get another batch ready to send in. The hospitals in the area need at least 30 boxes a year to keep up with
the children going through the cancer treatment.
The members that attended Eric Lofstrom’s workshop last month need to bring in your finished pieces for
show and tell, so we all can see how much you learned.
The December’s club meeting will be pot luck with the Yankee gift exchange after we eat. This has always
been very fun by those of you that have been there in years past. Please bring a dish to share and a wood
turning item that is $20.00 or less.
Congratulations to Molly Winton for winning a board position to the national AAW.

Be safe out there!

November Sawdust Session
Topic:

Basic wood prep, basic turning, and sharpening

When:

Saturday, November 12th

Where:

AJ’s Big Yellow Shop, 19304 Filbert Road, Bothell, WA 98012

Parking:

Along the sides of the driveway or in front on the street
Do not park in the grass

Bring:

Your turning tools, safety equipment, wood, a sack lunch

Additional Info:


There is always wood available if you don’t have a piece to turn.
 AJ is always happy to use his 14” band saw to cut wood for those that do not have the equipment.
 Beverages are provided but you are on your own for lunch.
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Beads of Courage Update
A national program "Providing Arts-in-Medicine for Children with Serious Illness".
http://www.beadsofcourage.org/pages/woodworkers.htm
If you're working on a Beads of Courage box, please try to finish the box and bring it to the November
meeting. David Lutrick will be making another deliver to Children's Hospital shortly after the meeting. So far
this month we have collected boxes from: Burt Hovander (3 boxes), George Hamilton (2 boxes), Michael
Crampon, and Chuck Mapli. We are pretty close to our goal of 30 boxes donated from the club. These boxes
are some beautiful work, that will brighten the day of some needy children.
Thanks for your support, Jim Kief (Vice President)

Spotlight on Myrtlewood (Umbellularia californica)
Oregon Myrtle, California Bay Laurel, Pepperwood

Color: blonde to black with brown, grey, red, or green tones strongly influenced by minerals in the soil.
Distribution: Coastal regions of Southern Oregon to Central California; Sierra Nevada's; small stands found
in the south Puget Sound area.
Description: A member of the Laurel family, it is a slow growing broadleaf evergreen typically 50-80 ft tall
with a 2-3 ft trunk diameter and a strong spicy (peppery) odor when being worked. One of two tree species hosting the pathogen causing sudden oak death (tanoak is the other).
Workability: Considered a very hard tonewood that takes on a high polish. Turns and glues well. Sharp
tools/cutters are recommended to avoid burning when cutting and drilling.
Interesting Facts: During the Great Depression the town of North Bend, Oregon issued Myrtlewood coins
ranging from 50¢ to $10 after the only bank in town failed.
Myrtlewood (1270 lbf) is harder than red oak (1220 lbf), hardrock maple (1156 lbf), or black walnut (1010 lbf).

Another Opportunity for Woodturners!
PRATT Fine Arts in Seattle offers many hands-on classes in a wide variety of artistic disciplines. The numerous
“wood” classes include beginning, intermediate and pen turning; limited to 5 students per class. The classes
are taught in the evening and/or on weekends. PRATT is located at 20th and Jackson in Seattle, with relatively
easy access from I-90 near the I-5 junction. Pratt rents their facilities by the hour or with a monthly pass. For
those wishing to try a new media, Pratt offers classes in metalworking, glass blowing, jewelry, print-making
and others. The PRATT catalog of classes and registration is on-line at http://www.pratt.org.
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Santa Claus Nutcracker
A simple turning project with lots of character

Bonnie Klein

Making a turned nutcracker has been high on my list of things to do for a long time. When the classes at the
local Woodcraft Store for last fall were being lined up, I committed to doing one on turning a Santa nutcracker. That meant I needed to get cracking!
I gathered all the pictures, books, and anything I could put my hands on that had anything to do with nutcrackers. I visited the year-round holiday shops and studied the nutcrackers. I soon realized how expensive
and how poorly made most of them were. It was a good challenge!
I had several requirements: I wanted my nutcracker to be as large as possible and still be turned on the Klein
lathe. The size was not much of a problem, because the body section and legs would be separate turnings.
For the class, we turned the body, head, and hat as one piece, but these could be turned separately for
different styles or a taller nutcracker.

My nutcracker needed a crank, but I didn’t want to have to chisel out for the crank. Instead, I laminated the
body together in thirds, with the center section in two pieces, leaving a gap of the desired size and shape.
I wanted all the parts to be easy to put together. So I decided to use one axis for both the jaw crank and the
arm joint. This made assembly easier and disassembly possible for painting and decorating. I turned each arm
and mitten as a single turning, cut it at the elbow, beveled it, and glued it back together. I also turned each
leg and boot as a single turning, cut the toe, beveled it, and glued it back together to shape the boot.
I am pleased to share this idea with you and hope it inspires you to make some for the holiday season. Make
a full-sized working drawing and from that make a template or story stick for
each part.
Body
I was able to find pine (stair tread material) that was 1⅛ inch thick to laminate
together for the body. The prototype in the photo has a narrow crank area—not
good for nuts. The plan on the facing page provides a wider crank area—much
better! Make sure the grain of the crank is running lengthwise for strength. While
the body section was still square, I found it to be a convenient time to drill ¼-inch
holes for the leg tenons and a ¼-inch hole through the body for the arm and
crank axis.

Santa Claus nutcracker,
above, is constructed of
simple turnings: as with
the holidays, the spirit is
reflected in the decoration.
The body of Mrs. Claus is
turned and awaiting paint.
Laminating the blank
eliminates the need to
chisel out the crank area.

The first thing you will need to decide is where the mouth
is to open. On most traditional nutcrackers I looked at,
the mouth opening was right at the neck line. I preferred
to have the mouth opening a little above the neck in order to have lips and a place for the beard. Don’t make the
neck line too low because you need to have enough room
for a shoulder above the arm axis.
Mount between centers, turn the body section round,
use your template to mark off the hat, neck, belt and fur
hem locations, and turn these shapes. Turn the bottom of
the body flat, so the legs will join well. For unrestricted
arm movements, the shoulders should be wider than the
rest of the body. After turning the body shape, fit the
cracker crank to open-close all the way, and trim it to
match the contour of the face profile. A short section of 1
⁄4-inch dowel holds the crank in place, leaving space for
the arm tenons.
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4) Santa Claus Nutcracker

Arms
Turn the arms between centers from 1inch-diameter pieces. Using your template, mark out the locations of the cuff
and mitten and turn the desired shape.
Cut the arm at the elbow and bevel the
cut on a belt or disc sander to create the
desired bend to the arm. Glue the arm
back together and do the necessary
sanding to smooth the joint. Carve the
mittens to create a thumb or desired
hand shape. I drilled the arm pieces after
they were finished in order to better poThe body is laminated to include the gap for the crank, then turned before the
sition them, using a ¼-inch drill bit and
gluing in a short section of ¼-inch dowel. crank is installed. One end of the crank serves as the cracker jaw, the other is
a handle at Santa’s back, which you squeeze to crack the nut.
These arms are not glued to the body,
but rather are a friction fit in order to position them as desired or to remove them for disassembling the nutcracker.
Legs
Turn the legs between centers from 1 ½-inch-diameter stock. Using your template, mark out the locations of
the boot cuff and turn the desired shape. I think the boots need to look like they
have a cuff turned over at the top with the pants tucked into the boots. Leave a
tenon about ¼ inch long and ¼ inch in diameter at the top of the leg to position
the leg on the body. Cut the turning as the drawing shows, using about twothirds of the scrap to create the boot toe by beveling, sanding, gluing, and refining. Make sure the Santa will stand upright before gluing the legs to the body.
Pockets, nose, and belt buckle
The pockets are made from one turning, shaped like a tiny bowl, then cut in half
and sanded to fit the contour of the coat. The nose is a bell-shaped turning, cut
and sanded to fit the contour of the face. The belt buckle is shaped from a small
rectangular scrap of wood. Glue these to the body.
Painting and decorating
I used acrylic paint from the local art store for most of the Santa. I found a thicker paint (used for decorating
fabric), that worked very well for the textured look of the fur ruff on the coat hem, sleeves, hat hem, and tassel. The paint comes in a small bottle with a tiny nozzle that is designed for making dots or lines on fabric. I
simply made dots close together creating the texture I was
looking for. The beard, mustache, eyebrows, and hair are
made from fur fabric found in a fabric store and glued onto the head with Tacky glue. For the beard, I glued a strip
on the crank at the top edge, but also glued some on both
sides of the chest to create a wider, more Santa-like
beard. I plan to make small toys to fill the pockets and put
some tree decorations in his hands. Mrs. Claus has been
turned and is awaiting paint. The possibilities are endless!
Originally printed in American Woodturner, The Journal of the
American Association of Woodturners, December 1997
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Show and Tell from October Meeting

Mike Sorge

Bob Sievers

A J Mearns
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Show and Tell from October Meeting

Chuck Mapili

Bob Sievers

Jack Frost
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Show and Tell from October Meeting

A J Mearns

Sally Mussetter

Jose Pantoja

David Luttrick
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Show and Tell from October Meeting

Gary Clarke

Bickwell

Jon Ault
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Show and Tell from October Meeting

Bob Sievers

Bob Sievers
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Mentors
Below are the mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are excellent sources. If they can’t
answer a question, they will know how to find the answer.
Gary Clarke

garyclarkewoodturner@hotmail.com

(425) 451-3437 Segmented work

Les Dawson

woodguy103@aol.com

(425) 432-3879 Beginning work

Dan Johnson

dan1931@frontier.com

(206) 412-7338

Hal Johnson

1dognobird@comcast.net

(425) 788-2221

David Lutrick

Lutrick2@comcast.net

(425) 557-9571

Jack McDaniel jack@aocb.com

(425) 486-9205

AJ Mearns

aj-17@juno.com

(425) 501-0020

John Moe

janjmoe@msn.com

(425) 643-4522

Jose Pantoja

josepantoja@forceonetech.com

(206) 669-3270

Allan Rumpf

lkmargaret@aol.com

(206) 687-7128 Beginning spindles

Steve Sergev

steve_sergev@yahoo.com

(425) 868-5666

John Shrader

shraderorder@hotmail.com

(425) 653-3504

Bob Sievers

woodchipper1@comcast.net

(360) 897-8427 Off-center work

Vern Tator

vernt47@gmail.com

(206) 856 6759

Jack Wayne

captjack327@yahoo.com

(425) 488-9561

Volunteers
Every month we list the open volunteer positions in the newsletter. Some of the positions have been
open for months. Now is the time to step forward and help us fill open volunteer positions: Secretary, Outreach Coordinator, Inventory Control, Safety Officer, Facilities Setup, Shop Tours, and Wood Raffle
If you have the time, develop the inclination to participate in club activities either as an activity organizer or as activity member. As newsletter editor, I have found that being involved in an activity has made me
more of a turner. The activity of woodturning is generally a solitary activity. Being involved in club activities
has brought me in contact with many people I might not have had the chance to get to know and learn from.
Finally, some of these volunteer activities would be a great way for beginning turners to involve themselves
in the club. The board will support every one of the volunteer activities.
Contact a board member for more information or to volunteer.

The Seattle Woodturners encourages it’s members to join the AAW
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members. Content includes articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics: Chucks, Sharpening, Shop Tips,
and more. Members also have access to an archive of the American Woodturner
(a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals (a bi-monthly
digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise).
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
For Sale: Bowl blanks, furniture wood, aluminum tool handles, chainsaw repair
Contact AJ Mearns (425) 501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com
For Sale: Jet 1014 variable speed lathe w/bed extender $300.00; Jet 1014 basic lathe $100.00; Delta 10”/14”
w/stand $150.00 Contact Les Dawson (425) 432-3879
For Sale: Oneida Vacuum system, 80 gallon compressor w/ dryer. Contact Rick Terney (425) 213-4353
For Sale: Norton SG grinding wheel 8" x 1" with a 5/8" bore 46 grit; asking price $55
Contact tlacucare@gmail.com or (206) 898-1204
For Sale: 1 Aluminum Oxide 60 grit blue wheel (approx. 7.5") and 1 Pink 120 grit wheel both (approx. 7").
Purchased at Woodcraft and in excellent shape. Will only sell together Both $30
Contact Corey Markus (206) 734-5988

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment
to the club. The following sponsors give a discount when you show your membership card: WoodCraft,
Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods. CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a member of the Seattle Chapter, AAW.

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of
turning tools & supplies in the NW. Club members get a 10%
discount. Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”).
5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108

Rockler has two location in the Seattle area. Club members
get a 10% discount.
South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125
Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic
hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals.
4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others as
well as unmatched pricing on new items from these brands.
1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001

Page 13

Seattle AAW Calendar
October 2016
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom
15 Sawdust Session:
Eric Lofstrom

November 2016
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Reed Gray
Annual Elections

3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting:
14 Sawdust Session:

April 2017
4 Board Meeting

February 2017
1/31 Board Meeting
9 Meeting:
11 Sawdust Session:

May 2017
2 Board Meeting

13 Meeting:

11 Meeting:

15 Sawdust Session:

13 Sawdust Session:

July 2017
6/27 Board Meeting

11/29 Board Meeting
8 Meeting: Christmas
Party

11 Workshop: Reed Gray (full)
12 Sawdust Session: AJ’s

January 2017

December 2016

August 2017
1 Board Meeting

No Sawdust Session

March 2017
2/28 Board Meeting
9 Meeting:
11 Sawdust Session:

June 2017
5/30 Board Meeting
8 Meeting:
10 Sawdust Session:

September 2017
5 Board Meeting

13 Meeting:

10 Meeting:

14 Meeting:

15 Sawdust Session:

12 Sawdust Session:

16 Sawdust Session:
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com
Vice President
Jim Kief

Secretary

jimkief67@gmail.com

(open)

Treasurer
Steve Gary

Director of Programs

seattleaawt@gmail.com

David Lutrick

Director of Inventory Control
Mike Hughes

Director of Communications

applepress64@gmail.com

Ryan Pedersen

Member-at-Large #1
Vern Tator

lutrick2@comcast.net
ryan@pedersens.us

Member-at-Large #2

vernt47@gmail.com

Dan Johnson

dan1931@frontier.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Community Outreach

Videographers

Mike Hughes applepress64@gmail.com
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com

Ryan Pederson ryan@pedersens.us
Bob Holzgraf rwholzgraf@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Audio

(open)

Lawrence Brown

Web Site
Ryan Pederson

Photographer

ryan@pederson.us

Ross Nooney

Head Wood Rat
Vern Tator

Librarian

vernt47@gmail.com

George Baskett

Sawdust Sessions
A.J. Mearns

Trailer Puller

aj-17@juno.com

Jim Hogg

jimhogg@microsoft.com

Hospitality
Jim Remington

gevarre@gmail.com

Safety Officer

jwremington@gmail.com

(open)

New Members and Mentors

Sealer

George Hart

Steve Sergev

steve_sergev@yahoo.com

Inventory Control

Facilities Setup

(open)

(open)

The club is looking for volunteers. It is a great way to help build a stronger club.
Volunteers are needed for the following positions:
Back-ups are needed for all volunteer positions.

Next Club Meeting: November 10th, 2016
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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