
 Fine Turnings 
  Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners 

 February 2017    www.seattlewoodturners.org 

The Seattle Chapter turns 30 this month.  Join us as we celebrate this occasion with our de-
monstrators and original club members; Vernon and Karen Leibrant.  Vern will present infor-
mation on turning big bowls and will be joined by his wife to discuss production turning, fin-
ishing, and marketing.  There is a rumor Vern (and other original members) will share there 
memories of the early days of the club.   

Starting on Page 4 is the original hand written notes from the 1st  club meeting on January 
15, 1987.  The club official became a chapter of the newly formed American Association of 
Woodturning in February 1987. 

Early members came not only from the Seattle area but all over the Northwest; Mount 
Vernon, Sequim, Aberdeen, Washougal, Jefferson (OR), Hillsboro (OR), Spokane, Coeur 
d’Alene, and frequent visitors from British Columbia.  From these humble beginning there 
are now 9 clubs in Washington, 10 clubs in Oregon, and 3 clubs in British Columbia. 

Denver Ulery was one of the driving forces behind the formation of the club.  As a teacher at 
The Overlake School he was able to forge a relationship between the club and the school 
that lasted many years.  In 1989 the 3rd International AAW Symposium was hosted by the 
Seattle Chapter and The Overlake School. 

Several of the original (and early) members are still active members of our club; Bonnie 
Klein, Les Dawson, Jim Hatcher, Allan Rumpf, Jim Tucker, and Chuck Woodruff.  We thank 
these members for their long term commitment to the Seattle Chapter. 

The March Workshop with Eric Loftstrom is starting to fill up; see David Lutrick to sign-up.   

Sharpening Skills: “Edges to SHAVE With!”    This hands-on class is designed to equip turners 
with understanding of how to get the most out of your tools. In addition to reviewing basic 
sharpening procedures/ techniques, emphasis will be on grinder set-up and tuning, using jigs 
for consistent results, and learning the art of creating a razor edge. We will explore many prac-
tice exercises designed to fine-tune your sharpening skills. Understanding how to maintain your 

tools with a razor edge and experiencing a tool which slices the wood with 
ease will increase your tool performance and decrease sanding! You will 
take home sharp tools and sharpening aides/tools created during the class 
to assist in maintaining your sharp edges once in your own shop. 

Mark your calendars for June 8th thru 12th, as we welcome Glenn 
Lucas for his 1st visit to the Pacific Northwest.  Glenn comes from 
Ireland where he runs the County Carlow Woodturning Study Centre. 

 There will be an all day demo along with multiple all days hands-on 
classes.  Final details are being worked out with an announcement to 
members in the next couple of weeks. These events will be open to 
all turners in the region so plan to sign up early. 
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President’s Message 
We had a great Saw dust Session in January with 9 turners here for 
basic bowl turning.  Along with the newer members were many 
people here to help out with this event, Mike Hughes, Jim Hogg, Jim 
Remington and a few others, but most of all to David Lutrick.  We 
will be doing the same thing this month again with David to pro-
mote the “Empty Bowls” program and to give the members that 
could not be here in January a chance to participate.  

Vern has let us know the “Empty Bowls” auction is slated for mid March .  The bowls turned 
by our club have been a big hit. Let’s get working on those bowls to top last year’s tally of 150 
bowls.  They will be collected at the February and March meetings. 

Many people have already renewed their membership for 2017.  For those of you that have 
not; new treasurer Gordon Lowell can take your money at the February club meeting. Mem-
bers with families only need one person purchase a membership for mom, dad and the kids. 

There are still spots available for Eric’s workshop in March.  Please pay for the workshop to 
hold your spot.  See David Lutrick for the sign up sheet. 

The club’s secretary Jon Ault has to step down because of prior commitments. We need 
someone to step up to fill this position.  Our club still has many open volunteers’ positions 
available and is looking for help, including backups for some of the positions.  

Jack Wayne has stepped up to help raise money for our club with a “Play Date”.  A great op-
portunity to get some one-on-one instruction with Jack.  Tickets will be on sale at the club 
meeting for this day with Jack. 

 “Beads of Courage Boxes” are always needed and we will need another batch to go shortly.  
The hospitals in the area need at least 30 boxes a year to keep up with the children going 
through the cancer treatment. 

I have to apologize for missing the vote of the club by-laws at the regular meeting.  We will 
vote on them at the meeting in February.  

Be safe out there! 

Club By-Laws 
Several  minor changes have been made to the club By-Laws. The last update was in 2012.  

The changes were made to reflect the way the board is currently operating.  

 Increase Board membership to nine, by adding two Member at Large positions. 

 Change the Inventory Control position to Director of Membership to address members' concerns that the 
club needs to do a better job of welcoming/integrating new members. 

 Add a Conflict of Interest Policy for elected board positions 

The new By-Laws are posted on the club web site. Please review them before the meeting. 

Revised By-Laws   Current By-Laws 

http://e.groupspaces.com/click/7h2ct-aa8mk-fg8rm74ml?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2jetpoZ
https://seattlewoodturners.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/seattle-chapter-aaw-bylaws-v6-2-22-12.docx
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Regional Club Activities 
NW Washington Woodturners—A Day with Trent Bosch 

Mark your calendars for March 25th when Trent Bosch will be here for the Northwest Washington 
Woodturners 8th annual All Day Demo!  

Trent hails from Colorado and has been a professional woodturner and artist for more than 20 years. His 
work covers a wide spectrum of techniques both on and off the lathe. Trent is an excellent instructor and the 
day will be packed full of ideas and techniques you can take home and explore in your own shop. 

Further details about the demo are available at http://www.nwwwt.org/BoschDemo.pdf .  You can find more 
information on Trent and his work at www.trentbosch.com  

Early Registration Special through January 31st is only $45 for the full day demo and includes snacks, bever-
ages and a delicious Deli lunch.  After January 31, the registration fee will be $55.  To Register by Mail, down-
load a registration form http://www.nwwwt.org/demo-tickets.pdf, complete and mail along with your pay-
ment.  You can also Register Online.  Be sure to register now and save! 

Your early registration will help us better plan for this event.  If you have any questions please feel welcome 
to contact Rick Anderson at  info@nwwwt.org or call 360-319-7600.  

Regional Symposium 
Oregon Woodturning Symposium 

The Oregon Association of Woodturners is proud to present the 2nd Oregon Woodturning Symposium on 
March 17-19, 2017.  Join us as we bring in some of the best turners in the nation for extraordinary demon-
strations that offer something for every level of woodturner, beginner to professional.  

This year's demonstrators include: Al Stirt, Binh Pho, Christian Burchard, Dixie Biggs, Don Ward, Jon 
Magill, Michael Blankenship, Nick Cook, Stuart Batty and our special guest, Stuart Mortimer. Engage with 
these top professionals in a friendly, informal learning environment.      

The symposium is open to anyone with an interest in woodturning and we offer special discounts for 
attendees registering before February 15th!  We also offer student discounts as well as a special optional 
banquet for all attendees. 

http://oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/ 

February Sawdust Session 

Topic:  Basic wood prep, basic turning 

When:  Saturday, February 11th 

Where:  AJ’s Big Yellow Shop, 19304 Filbert Road, Bothell, WA 98012 

Parking:  Along the sides of the driveway or in front on the street  Do not park in the grass 

Bring:  Your turning tools, safety equipment, wood, a sack lunch 

Additional Info:  

  There is always wood available if you don’t have a piece to turn. 

 AJ is always happy to use his 14” band saw to cut wood for those that do not have the equipment. 

 Beverages are provided but you are on your own for lunch.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fyg_4A98U83zNIb_TqRbhPkyVeiCq_RZjpfBeEGAw4M7c2KBSy2K92mTF6PQYluF7oiHONKE4RW2TCkZ8lOtuNKT9mzt6VbiIpHZZ0xkttgmeadESOvlKICZrHaLUMQGE_TKkhOxxCLV74UFpI1uRFWBLERGY_V71pJBpI9p8-8aPMxUEGWsw5gQdOqKHlbW62NUkHFw5kNKzSXb2hMWuMiGZPoUp0e_3TkA
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fyg_4A98U83zNIb_TqRbhPkyVeiCq_RZjpfBeEGAw4M7c2KBSy2K92mTF6PQYluFxA6MdlD5zbkSxCH6lz-0NQLQ2htd-RGV_Tl6XmJ1HJtQcAhuwUkDZS3oF9OV0YA-mxUErS7vKvcdB_CUcE2juItokIE7OMHLYy7AVuFAxjxFZbG3ck8r0SOAyDzEH6MrcZPKy3gBtcicREMXNqEic9B6t-s9ajwNVKFC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fyg_4A98U83zNIb_TqRbhPkyVeiCq_RZjpfBeEGAw4M7c2KBSy2K92mTF6PQYluFOu-QlNkeGE3OR7xzoiGqiaP_uNAwn0--qipqs_tcf-Q-RyGZge7ojEZdehvlnOIGW5BmvI82C3FTc_yK4NtpJn3DmNdGj0UYkeSBUvIcTuCGbn4pasicU-Yx2JqeMp-7e82LDGydChdRnERG0O8dab-SnBsmXpdq7EIa
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fyg_4A98U83zNIb_TqRbhPkyVeiCq_RZjpfBeEGAw4M7c2KBSy2K92mTF6PQYluF2wjYFNvuffwqJ52fgfHZhb1zu8eZ-p_71lvmdJ18HGT8wihKUGsrNm2Hvtcee9_hXJiv1ZRRDrCLb1zsiJlYWMt31GARoVzNhr6BNlvFWFM2yn5ZPsLlNq3CvRIEEeY60dVPx4x6E5xvUwZrxxpVvYRqM2iwZJMF2Ihs
mailto:info@nwwwt.org
http://oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/


 

Page 4 

Notes from the 1st Seattle Chapter Meeting Jan 15th, 1987 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Show and Tell from February Meeting 

Tom Johanson 

Jose Pantoja 

Norm Vigus 
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Show and Tell from February Meeting 

Steve Gary 

Don Mittet 

Mike Schmidt 
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Show and Tell from February Meeting 

Jack Frost 

Bob Siever 
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Show and Tell from February Meeting 

Gary Clarke 

AJ Mearns 

Michael Crampon 
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The Seattle Woodturners encourages it’s members to join the AAW 
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members.  Content includes arti-
cles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics:  Chucks, Sharpening, Shop Tips, 
and more.  Members also have access to an archive of the American Woodturner 
(a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals (a bi-monthly 
digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise). 
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org 

Mentors 
Below are the mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are excellent sources. If they can’t 

answer a question, they will know how to find the answer.  

Gary Clarke  garyclarkewoodturner@hotmail.com  (425) 451-3437 Segmented work 

Les Dawson  lescdawson@aol.com  (425) 432-3879 Beginning work 

Dan Johnson dan1931@frontier.com (206) 412-7338  

Hal Johnson 1dognobird@comcast.net (425) 788-2221  

David Lutrick Lutrick2@comcast.net  (425) 557-9571  

Jack McDaniel jack@aocb.com (425) 486-9205  

AJ Mearns aj-17@juno.com (425) 501-0020  

John Moe janjmoe@msn.com  (425) 643-4522  

Jose Pantoja josepantoja@forceonetech.com         (206) 669-3270  

Allan Rumpf lkmargaret@aol.com  (206) 687-7128 Beginning spindles 

Steve Sergev steve_sergev@yahoo.com (425) 868-5666  

John Shrader shraderorder@hotmail.com (425) 653-3504  

Bob Sievers woodchipper1@comcast.net  (360) 897-8427 Off-center work 

Vern Tator vernt47@gmail.com (206) 856 6759  

Jack Wayne captjack327@yahoo.com (425) 488-9561  

Donations 
Several members have donated to the club.  We thank those members for their donations. 

 

SmileAmazon.com:  Shopping at SmileAmazon.com, instead of Amazon.com, gives you the same products 
and prices.  SmileAmazon.com will donate .5% of your qualifying purchases to Seattle Woodturners if you 
designate our Chapter as your charitable organization. 

http://www.woodturner.org
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

For Sale:  Bowl blanks, Furniture wood, Unbreakable aluminum tool handles, Chainsaw repair    
Contact AJ Mearns  (425) 501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com 

For Sale: Norton SG grinding wheel 8" x 1" with a 5/8" bore 46 grit; asking price $55  
Contact tlacucare@gmail.com or (206) 898-1204 

For Sale: 1 Aluminum Oxide 60 grit blue wheel (approx. 7.5") and 1 Pink 120 grit wheel both (approx. 7").  
Purchased at Woodcraft and in excellent shape.  Will only sell together Both $30  
Contact Corey Markus (206) 734-5988  

 

Sponsors 
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment 
to the club.  The following sponsors give a discount when you show your membership card:  WoodCraft, 
Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods.  CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify your-
self as a member of the Seattle Chapter, AAW. 

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of 
turning tools & supplies in the NW.  Club members get a 10% 
discount.  Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 

5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108 

Rockler has two location in the Seattle area.  Club members 
get a 10% discount. 

South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188 
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125 

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic 
hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and 
building professionals.   

4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134 

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse 
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others as 
well as unmatched pricing on new items from these brands. 

1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001 

http://www.packardwoodworks.com/
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2017 February 2017 March 2017 

3 Board Meeting 1/31 Board Meeting 2/28 Board Meeting 

12 Meeting: Nifty 50 Shop Tips 9 Meeting: Making and  Selling 9 Meeting: Textured Platters 

    — Olympic Woodturners       Big Bowls — Leibrant’s       — Glenn Schaffer 

14 Sawdust Session: 11 Sawdust Session: 11 Workshop: Sharpening Skills 

     Bowlturning 101 for      Bowlturning 101 for       — Eric Loftstrom 

        New Woodturners         New Woodturners   

      

April 2017 May 2017 June 2017 

4 Board Meeting 2 Board Meeting 5/30 Board Meeting 

13 Meeting: Tool Sale and  11 Meeting: Beth Ireland 8 Meeting: Glenn Lucas 

      Founder’s Panel     

15 Workshop/Sawdust: tbd 13 Workshop/Sawdust: tbd 9 Workshop: Glenn Lucas 

       10 Workshop: Glenn Lucas 

    12 Workshop: Glenn Lucas 

      

July 2017 August 2017 September 2017 

6/27 Board Meeting 1 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 

13 Meeting:  Mini-Symposium 10 Meeting: Tagua Nuts/  14 Meeting: 

     — club members      Twisted Boxes—Bob Espen   

15 Sawdust Session:  Beads of 12 Workshop/Sawdust: tbd 16 Workshop/Sawdust: tbd 

     Courage Boxes— D Lutrick     

    28-30 BAM KIDSfair 

      

October 2017 November 2017 December 2017 

3 Board Meeting 10/31 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 

12 Meeting: TBD—Eric  9 Meeting: 14 Meeting: Holiday Party 

      Lofstrom     

14 Workshop: TBD—Eric  tbd Workshop: Ornaments  No Workshop or Sawdust 

      Lofstrom         Session  
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com 

Vice President 
Jose Pantoja 

Secretary 
(open) 

Treasurer 
Gordon Lowell 

Director of Programs 
David Lutrick     lutrick2@comcast.net 

Director of Inventory Control 
Mike Hughes     applepress64@gmail.com 

Director of Communications  
Ryan Pedersen     ryan@pedersens.us 

Member-at-Large #1 
Vern Tator     vernt47@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large #2 
Andy Firpo 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Community Outreach 
Mike  Hughes     applepress64@gmail.com 

Jim Kief     jimkief67@gmail.com 

Videographers 
Ryan Pederson     ryan@pedersens.us 

Bob Holzgraf     rwholzgraf@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor  
(open) 

Audio 
Lawrence Brown     gevarre@gmail.com 

Web Site 
Ryan Pederson     ryan@pederson.us 

Photographer 
Ross Nooney 

Head Wood Rat  
Vern Tator     vernt47@gmail.com 

Librarian 
George Baskett 

Sawdust Sessions 
A.J. Mearns     aj-17@juno.com 

Trailer Puller 
Jim Hogg     jimhogg@microsoft.com 

Hospitality  
Jim Remington     jwremington@gmail.com 

Safety Officer 
(open) 

New Members and Mentors 
George Hart 

Sealer 
Steve Sergev     steve_sergev@yahoo.com 

Inventory Control 
(open) 

Facilities Setup 
(open) 

 

Next Club Meeting: January, 12th, 2017 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

No Show and Tell, Library, or Wood Raffle 


