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Election Results 

The following members were elected to the Board of Directors at the November meeting: Jim Kief—
President, Steve Gary—Treasurer, David Lutrick—Program Director, Russ Prior—Member at Large.  They will 
take office in January 2018.  We thank them for stepping up to help guide the club over the coming months. 
In addition, Jim Steck is taking over as Director of Communications. 

Lifetime Members 

Congratulations to John Schrader and David Lutrick for receiving lifetime memberships in recognition of 
their extensive and ongoing contributions to the club! 

Christmas Party  

Our next meeting will be the annual Holiday Party. Traditionally we celebrate the season with a Yankee Gift 
Exchange while enjoying a light snack/dessert pot luck. Attendees should bring a pot luck item to share.  

How a Yankee Gift Exchange works:  Each player picks a number from a hat. Each person gets a crack at picking 
a gift according to his or her number. The person who picks the first gift opens it to show it to the rest of the 
group. Then the next person either steals an opened gift or selects a gift to open.  If they steal a gift the person 
whose gift was stolen has the same options (but may not steal back the gift they just lost).  The game goes on 
until everyone has had their turn. The 1st person then has the option to either keep their gift or swap it with 
anyone else’s gift.  Once a gift has been stolen 3 times it is frozen. 

It is always fun watching members trying to set themselves up to steal that perfect item the 3rd time. If you 
wish to participate in the exchange bring an unmarked, wrapped woodturning or woodworking oriented gift 
(something you might like to receive, value usually less than $25.00). 

Note that there will be no library, sealer sales or show and tell—however, Gordon & Steve WILL be there to 
take your membership renewal money. 

Upcoming Activities in 2018 

Madrone and Maple burl will be available from Dave Schweitzer: in January - see 
details in the Want Ads section on page 10. See the calendar on the last page for a 
summary of currently-planned 2018 activities. 

Newsletter 

Thanks to Dan Robbins for  coordinating and publishing the newsletter over the last 
14 months!  The newsletter is a great venue for sharing information, and will only 
get better as more people contribute—whether a question, information to share, 
or a great idea for a newsletter article.  Please contact the newsletter editor if you 
have a contribution. 

Help the Club 

While you are doing your Christmas shopping, remember that Amazon Smile 
(smile.amazon.com) will donate .5% of your qualifying purchases to the Seattle 
Woodturners if you designate our Chapter as your charitable organization. 

In addition, we always need  volunteers  - ask a board member how you can help! 
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President’s Message 
I want to remind everyone that Gordon will take your money for the annual 
renewal of the dues before the end of the year.  Renewal is $35.00 by check, 
cash or on Pay Pal.  If you wait until after the first of the year it is $40.00.  I also 
want to remind everyone that the fee applies to a whole family, if there is more 
than one turner in your family. 

Last month at the November club meeting we gave out two lifetime member-
ships to a pair of very deserving members.  John Shrader and David Lutrick both 
have done so much for our club over many years and are both well accom-

plished turners and have shared that with us with their demonstrations. Congratulations to you both! 

Ryan stepped down as the Director of Communications.  Jim Steck has agreed to take over this very im-
portant position.  Tim Tibbetts has also stepped up to become the Newsletter editor in addition to continuing 
as Vice President.  Russ Prior has also offered his shop to host Saw Dust Sessions (first one next month at his 
place in Woodinville.) Thanks to you all! 

The club is in desperate need for volunteers for Inventory Control, Sealer Sales, Shop Tours, Safety and to 
help with A/V equipment set up, tear down and operation at the meetings.  There is also a need for backup 
people for many of the positions.  If we do not get help, these club functions could just go away. 

After the election last month there will be new faces at the board meetings and in charge at the regular 
meetings in the New Year.  I want welcome Jim Kief as the new President, David Lutrick for continuing as Di-
rector of Programs, Steve Gary as the new Treasurer and Russ Prior as a Member at Large.   

The Bellevue Arts Museum is now showing our club members’ creative side of wood decorating with a little 
actual wood turning October 6th though January 8th of 2018.  It is downstairs and you do not need to pay to 
see the pieces next to the gift shop on the ground floor.   

This is my last newsletter to the club. It has been an honor to serve the club and I want to thank all the mem-
bers for your support over the last 3 years.  I know I made mistakes, and rubbed some members the wrong 
way, but my heart was always in the right place, I tried to learn from these and to keep the club moving for-
ward.  I feel I have done my job well, leaving the club in a better financial position, with the bank account, 
more than twice what it was when I started and having upgraded most of the clubs lathes and tooling in the 
process.  I did not accomplish this alone, everyone on the board had a hand with this and I need again to 
thank all of them for all that have help over the last few years. 

Please, always be safe in everything you do! 

AJ 

Sawdust Sessions 
Topic:  Open Shop  

 The first sawdust session of the year will be an open shop.  Experienced turners will be available 
to provide assistance and answer most of your turning questions. 

When:  Saturday, January 13th at 9am 

Where:  Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA  98072 

Parking:  Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building 
downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house. 

Bring:  Safety equipment, Turning Tools, a Sack Lunch (beverages are provided) 
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Membership Renewal  
We hope that as member of Seattle Woodturners you plan to renew your membership and support 
the club.  The vast majority of our income comes from membership.   

The dues remain the same as the last couple years. 

Renewal cost is $35 before Dec 31, 2017, $40.00 thereafter.  

There are three methods by which you may renew: 

1. Pay in person at the monthly meeting with cash or check.   

 Checks payable to:  Seattle Chapter AAW.  No credit or debit cards. 

2. Make a check made payable to Seattle Chapter AAW. 

 Mail to: Gordon Lowell, 23732 NE 134th Place, Redmond, WA 98053 

3. Renew your membership on PayPal with a credit or debit card (a PayPal account is not needed). 

To renew via the Club Web Site & PayPal: 

1. Open link:  https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/    

This will take you to the renew membership page on our website 

2. Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.   

This will take you to PayPal. 

3. On PayPal choose:  Log In  

or Pay with Debit or Credit Card (no Paypal account) 

4. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

Please verify that we have the current contact info when renewing your contact info by emailing me 
at the address below.  New membership cards should be available at the January 2018 meeting. 

Thanks for your continuing support. 

Keep Turning 
Gordon Lowell 
ghlowell@comcast.net 

 
 

presents  

“Dwellings within the Means”  
Turnings in Wood 
by Diana Friend 

Show Ends December 31, 2017  

Gallery Hours: Saturday thru Sunday 11 am - 5 pm  
or By Appointment 

See Show at www.kirstengallery.com 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
http://www.kirstengallery.com/
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BAM Exhibition—There’s still time to see it! 

Woodturning: Functional Craft to Decorative Art 

October 6, 2017 – January 8, 2018 

 The Seattle Woodturners and Bellevue Arts Museum are 
pleased to present Woodturning: Functional Craft to Decorative Art, featuring forty original artworks 
created by artists from the Seattle Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners. The exhibi-
tion showcases the variety of items that can be made using a wood lathe.  

Informal Reception Recap 

A number of club members joined the general public for the Bellevue Arts Museum’s “1st Friday 
Open House” and informal reception for the Seattle Woodturners Exhibit.   

The evening was highlighted by the presentation 
of a magic wand to BAM’s Head Geek/Wizard, 
Julia, by Mike Hughes and Tom Johanson. 

The opportunity to show some of the great work 
being produced by club members came about 
from our continued support of the BAM KIDSfair 
with our turned tops.  Julia has been our liaison 
and fan for this event since she joined BAM a 
few years ago. 
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Dusty Strings supports the Seattle Woodturners and the community with wood donations for the Bellevue Art 

Musem KIDSFair. To recognize their support, the club is submitting an article similar to the one below for pub-

lication in the "Dulcimer Players News".  

Dusty Strings, Supporting the Community in 

Surprising Ways 

Ray and Sue Mooers have been building fine hammered dulcimers 

since the 1970s (harps were added in the 1980s), and supporting the 

folk music community with workshops and classes. Growing from a 

basement operation in 1979, Dusty Strings now employees 45 people 

split between two Seattle locations. Dusty Strings remains a family 

operation. While Ray 

and Sue provide the inspiration, they attribute most of the 

company’s achievement to the support and dedication of all 

their employees, friends, advisors, family members, and cus-

tomers over the years.  

Each year, the Bellevue Arts Museum sponsors ARTSFair, one 

of the largest arts and crafts fairs on the West Coast.  This in-

cludes KIDSFair, where kids can participate in various craft ac-

tivities. At the 

Woodturning Won-

ders booth, kids can watch tops (and other items) being made, and 

then can select and color a top made by members of the Seattle 

Woodturners, a local chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners (AAW). Many of these tops are made from wood do-

nated by Dusty Strings.  The wood donation and top production has 

grown each year and now the Bellevue KIDSFair gives away over 

1200 tops annually, which are then colored on-site by budding 

young artists.  The 2018 edition of KIDSFair will be July 27-29, 2018. 

KIDSFair and the Woodturning Wonders activities have 

continued to grow each year.  The line-up of kids waiting 

for tops often stretches out the door, with kids waiting for 

20 minutes or more for their top to be made. It is only 

through generous donations from supporting merchants 

like Dusty Strings that this event has been able to grow 

and continue year after year. We would like to publically 

thank Ray and Sue for their support, and encourage our 

members and the public to patronize Dusty Strings. Visit 

them online at http://store.dustystrings.com/ 

http://store.dustystrings.com/
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Show and Tell from November Meeting 

John Schrader 

David Lutrick 

Congratulations John & David on 

your lifetime membership awards! 
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Excellent pictures as always from
 

club photographer:  Ross Nooney 

Show and Tell from November Meeting 

Diana Friend 

Tom Johanson 

Vern Tator 



 

Page 8 

Show and Tell from November Meeting 

Don Mittet 

Jose Pantoja 



 

Page 9 

Show and Tell from November Meeting 

Ross Nooney 

Jimmie Allen  

(visiting from OPCAW) 
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Show and Tell from November Meeting 

Tones Briggs 

(demonstrator visiting from OPCAW) 
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The Seattle Woodturners encourages its members to join the AAW 
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members.  Content includes arti-
cles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics:  Chucks, Sharpening, Shop Tips, 
and more.  Members also have access to an archive of the American Woodturner 
(a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals (a bi-monthly 
digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise). 
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org 

Mentors 
Below are the mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are excellent sources. If they can’t 

answer a question, they will know how to find the answer.  

Gary Clarke  garyclarkewoodturner@hotmail.com  (425) 451-3437 Segmented work 

Les Dawson  lescdawson@aol.com  (425) 432-3879 Beginning work 

Dan Johnson dan1931@frontier.com (206) 412-7338  

Hal Johnson 1dognobird@comcast.net (425) 788-2221  

David Lutrick lutrick2@comcast.net  (425) 557-9571  

Jack McDaniel jack@aocb.com (425) 486-9205  

AJ Mearns aj-17@juno.com (425) 501-0020  

John Moe janjmoe@msn.com  (425) 643-4522  

Jose Pantoja josepantoja@forceonetech.com         (206) 669-3270  

Allan Rumpf lkmargaret@aol.com  (206) 687-7128 Beginning spindles 

Steve Sergev steve_sergev@yahoo.com (425) 868-5666  

John Shrader shraderorder@hotmail.com (425) 653-3504  

Bob Sievers woodchipper1@comcast.net  (360) 897-8427 Off-center work 

Vern Tator vernt47@gmail.com (206) 856 6759  

Jack Wayne captjack327@yahoo.com (425) 488-9561  

Donations 
Several members have donated to the club.  We thank those members for their donations. 

Many companies in the Seattle area match charitable donations.  Some match the time spent on charity work 
with a generous hourly rate.  As you participate in club charitable activities (Beads of Courage, Empty Bowls, 
Tops for the KIDSfair) and as a club volunteer (Web Site, Audio, Trailer Puller, etc) we encourage you to sub-
mit this time so the club has the resources to expose a wider audience to woodturning. 

SmileAmazon.com:  Shopping at SmileAmazon.com, instead of Amazon.com, gives you the same products 
and prices.  SmileAmazon.com will donate .5% of your qualifying purchases to Seattle Woodturners if you 
designate our Chapter as your charitable organization. 

http://www.woodturner.org
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

Ads will run for 3 months.  If you want items relisted you will need to notify the Newsletter Editor 
  

For Sale:  Bowl blanks, Furniture wood, Unbreakable aluminum tool handles, Chainsaw repair    
Contact AJ Mearns  (425) 501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com 

For Sale:  Various woodworking tools including a 14" bandsaw, 9X20 machine lathe, two bench grinders, and 
a power miter saw . Contact Geoffrey Braden (206) 427-9907 or gkb237@hotmail.com 

 
 

Dave Schweitzer is again hosting a burl purchasing opportunity in January (date to be announced later): 
 

 $1.40/Lbs. Madrone Burl. 
 $1.40/Lbs. Maple Burl 
 $1.00/Lbs. Straight Grain Black Walnut. 

 

Please let Andy Firpo know of your interest, in number of pounds of each species you want to buy, either by 
email (drewdog@isomedia.com) or by signing up at the next club meeting. 

 

Sponsors 
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment 
to the club.  The following sponsors give a discount when you show your membership card:  WoodCraft, 
Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods.  CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify your-
self as a member of the Seattle Chapter, AAW. 

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of 
turning tools & supplies in the NW.  Club members get a 10% 
discount.  Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 

5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108 

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area.  Club members 
get a 10% discount. 

South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188 
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125 

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic 
hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and 
building professionals.  Club members get a 10% discount. 

4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134 

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse 
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others as 
well as unmatched pricing on new items from these brands. 

1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001 

http://www.packardwoodworks.com/
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2018 February 2018 March 2018 

2 Board Meeting 1/30 Board Meeting 2/27 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Hollowing Tools 8 Meeting: Metal Spinning 8 Annual Tool Sale 

    — AJ Mearns       — Lynne Hull     — No demo  

13 Sawdust Session:  10 Sawdust Session: TBD 10 Sawdust Session: TBD 

 Open Shop—Note new             

 location for Sawdust      

 Sessions at Russ’ shop     

April 2018 May 2018 June 2018 

3 Board Meeting 1 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 

12 Meeting: Lost Wood Turning  10 Meeting: TBD 14 Meeting: TBD 

    — Art Liestman     

14 Sawdust Session: TBD 12 Sawdust Session: TBD 16 Sawdust Session: TBD 

TBD Workshop: Lost Wood     

     Turning — Art Liestman     

          

July 2018 August 2018 September 2018 

3 Board Meeting 7/31 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

12 Meeting: TBD 9 Meeting: TBD 13 Meeting: TBD 

      

14 Sawdust Session: TBD  No Workshop or Sawdust 15 Sawdust Session: TBD 

            Session        

27- BAM KIDSFair     

29      

October 2018 November 2018 December 2018 

2 Board Meeting 10/30 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

11     Meeting: TBD 8     Meeting: TBD 13 Meeting: Holiday Party 

          

15 Sawdust Session: TBD 10 Sawdust Session: TBD  No Workshop or Sawdust 

          Session  
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
A.J. Mearns aj-17@juno.com    425-501-0020 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Brian Flippin 
flippin.brian@gmail.com 

Vice President Secretary 

Gordon Lowell     
ghlowell@comcast.net  
(206) 423 0094 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer Director of  
Programs 

Mike Hughes      
applepress64@gmail.com 

Jim Steck Director of  
Membership 

Director of  
Communications  

Vern Tator      
vernt47@gmail.com 

Andy Firpo     
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Mike  Hughes      
applepress64@gmail.com 
Jim Kief      
jimkief67@gmail.com 

Dan Robbins      
de_robbins@hotmail.com 

Community  
Outreach 

Videographers 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Lawrence Brown      
gevarre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor  Audio 

Jim Steck Ross Nooney     
rossnooney@me.com 

Web Site Photographer 

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

George Baskett Head Wood Rat  Librarian 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Jim Hogg      
jimhogg@microsoft.com 
(425) 590-7815 

Sawdust Sessions Trailer Puller 

Cheryl and Mark McNerney 
cherylnmark@msn.com 

(open) Hospitality  Safety Officer 

Mike Hughes 
applepress64@gmail.com 

Steve Sergev      
steve_sergev@yahoo.com 

New Members 
and Mentors 

Sealer 

(open) Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Facilities Setup 

Next Club Meeting: December 14th, 2017 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 


