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This month's demonstrator will bring us something a little more out of
the ordinary—Lynne Hull will demonstrate Metal Spinning. For more
details, see her website, or these pictures from her Marc Adams class.

Cleanup!
Setting up for meetings and cleaning up afterwards is a tedious job, but it needs to be done.
If you can stay afterwards occasionally and help out, the A/V crew will greatly appreciate it!
After every meeting, we need to put away the chairs, pack up the equipment and load it into
the trailer and sweep up and remove all the shavings and other trash. So consider sticking
around and helping occasionally—the board and the regular volunteers will thank you!
Membership Renewal
It’s that time of again—See page 4 for details on how to renew, including member benefits.
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Calling all Mentors
The mentor list has been updated— let Tim know if your entry needs to
be further updated. And if you are not currently a mentor—why not?
Remember the old saying: “Watch one, do one, teach one” It really is a
rewarding experience!
Help the Club
As always—we can use some more volunteers to help out with the club.
We are particularly in need of backup A/V setup and operation folks.
The position of Safety Officer is also open. Even if a job is currently
filled, let us know—we can always use backups! Thanks to Mike Hughes
for doing Outreach in the past, and to Dan Robbins for taking over our
Outreach activities, AND for fixing our faulty projector!
Wood Rats!
Check out upcoming Wood Rat events later in this issue.

President’s Message
Our 2018 is off to a great start. The first sawdust session at Russ
Prior’s shop was well attended. Lots of good ideas were shared and
everyone had a good time. The new wood stove made the shop really cozy! Read more about this session and upcoming sawdust sessions later in the newsletter.
My personal thanks go to AJ Mearns for offering to do the first
demonstration of the year for me. He really bailed me out. His
demonstration on hollowing was lively and informative, and he really engaged the audience. AJ makes many of his own tools, and
modifies much of what he buys, so his insights are always spot-on.
Oh, and thanks AJ, for making a new spindle lock for the Jet 1642 lathe. It took AJ just a “few
hours”, to manufacturer a new part that is many times stronger than the original Jet part.
Thanks for helping out.
The club is updating our list of mentors, and several long-time mentors are stepping down.
This got me to thinking about what makes a good mentor. Just as you don’t have to have a
PHD to teach high school math, you don’t have to be a world class turner to be a good mentor. If you are willing to invest some of your time and share what you know, you could be a
great mentor. (And you’ll learn a few things yourself, along the way.) So if you are interested
in joining the mentor program, please email Tim Tibbetts, or talk to him at the next meeting.
I will not be at the February meeting, and Tim Tibbetts will be filling-in for me. Unfortunately I
will miss Lynne Hull’s presentation on metal spinning, which I would love to see. Lynne has
been working with metal and teaching her craft for over 30 years. She has an impressive resume of works and teaching in sheet metal techniques and metal spinning. Lynne brings an
inspiring creativity to her work that encourages the student to be “experimental and inventive”, traits that benefit turners of all levels of experience.
The AAW National Symposium is coming up in June. At the January meeting we began signing
up people to take advantage of the price break offered to clubs. You must be an AAW member to qualify for the price break. If you’re not a member this would be a great reason to signup. See Steve Gary at the February meeting to get your name on the list for the discounted
admission price. In addition, you can sign up to be a volunteer at the symposium here—this is
a great opportunity to give back to the woodturning community at large.
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Sawdust Sessions

Many thanks again to Russ Prior for offering his shop for Sawdust Sessions—we had a great kickoff session on
the 13th. Bowls, hollow forms and roughing happening at the same time, with as many as four lathes turning
at once. Russ tackled the biggest chunk of the day, which he soon had shaped into a more manageable piece.
NEXT MONTH: Get ready for some intense fun and learning at this month’s Sawdust Session. David Lutrick
will be presenting an all-day hands-on
workshop (FREE!) for new club members /
beginning bowl turners. He will lead you
through the steps on how to cut your big
chunks of wood with the final visual appearance in mind, how to safely mount
your blanks using several different techniques, shaping the outside of your bowl
for a visually pleasing result, hollowing the
inside, sanding and oiling, and removing
the mounting tenon. This is essentially
what David has taught to over 100 students
at the Pratt Fine Arts Center in Seattle during the past two years. Don’t miss the opportunity to get a solid foundation in making a bowl you’ll be proud to show off!
Topic:

Making a Bowl—from tree to finished product with David Lutrick

When:

Saturday, February 10th at 9am

Where:

Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA 98072

Parking:

Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building
downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house.

Bring:

Safety equipment, Turning Tools, a Sack Lunch (beverages are provided)
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Benefits of Membership and Renewal
At present 73% of our members have renewed their membership. This is about 5-10% below where we
should be.
The benefits of being a paid member of our chapter include:
Library Privileges
Wood Rats
Sawdust Sessions
Participation in the mentor program
Tool and supply discounts at local suppliers (10% at Woodcraft, Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods)
Members that have not renewed their membership dues for 2018 are ineligible for the above benefits. In
addition, if an unpaid member is injured at a Sawdust Session or Wood Rat event, our liability insurance will
not cover us. Please help us keep the chapter free of additional risks by maintaining an active membership.
The chapter depends on membership dues for the majority of our income. This income allows us to hold
monthly chapter meetings and sawdust sessions. Dues also pay for hall rentals, demonstrators, and insurance as well as maintaining/updating equipment and the library.
There are three methods by which you can renew:
1. Pay in person at a monthly club meeting. Cash and checks are accepted. Make checks payable to: Seattle
Chapter AAW. Debit and credit cards are not accepted at the meeting.
2. By Mail: Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Steve Gary, 17701 108th Ave SE, Unit
345, Renton, WA 98055
3. Renew your membership on PayPal as follows:
a. Go to our website and click on the big blue button or open the link: https://
seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
b. Under (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section, click the BUY NOW button. This will take you to PayPal.
c. At the PayPal site choose: Log In or Pay with a Debit or Credit Card. A PayPal account is not required if you pay with a debit or credit card.
d. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
Please insure we have your current contact info. If you have changed your email address, dropped a land line
and replaced with a cell, we may not be able to contact you. If unsure, please email me with your current
info at the email address below. 2018 membership cards will available for pick up at the monthly meeting.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Keep Turning and Best Wishes for the New Year,
Steve Gary—Treasurer—Seattle Woodturners
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Wow! There is a lot going on for Wood Rats at the moment!
Russ picked up a collection of dry, highly figured wood including figured and spalted maple, several exotics
(cocobolo, Indian rosewood, Osage orange), and some burl. Some of this wood will be available at the February wood raffle. Much of the remaining wood will be sold at a special Wood Rat event at Russ’ place on Saturday, February 17.
Other upcoming events include a sycamore repeat event February 3, two possibilities for cherry in Seattle, a
huge maple tree in Bothell that will be coming down sometime in February, and possibly some monkey puzzle.
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Coming in March—Jimmie Allen
will be Making Boxes
You saw some of Jimmie’s wonderful boxes at the November
Show and Tell—come see how he makes them.

And then in April
Art Liestman - Hands-On Workshop
Art Liestman will be demonstrating for the club in April, followed
by an all-day hands-on workshop on "The lost wood process”.
This involves spindle blanks that are made up of three laminated
layers. After turning, the middle layer is removed and the two
outer layers are rejoined to give a turned object that isn't round.
More details can be found in his American Woodturner article "Beyond Round:
The Lost Wood Process" (August 2012).
The Lost Wood hands-on workshop will
include 3 projects, aimed at turners at
all levels. The more advanced students
will likely finish all three (although Art
discourages sanding as stidents are learning the technique rather than trying to
make finished pieces). Beginners may not finish all three projects.
The hands-on workshop is currently planned for Saturday, April 14 at Russ Prior’s
shop. Cost will be $100. You can sign up
starting at the February meeting.
Art’s website is here: http://www.artliestman.com/
A good overview of Art’s work and demo are here: http://
www.channelislandswoodturners.org/2016/10/october-2016-artliestman/. Scroll about half-way down to see examples of the lost
wood process in action.
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John Jordan is coming to the area
John is coming to the Olympic Peninsula Woodturners
(OPCAAW) and Bainbridge Artisan Resource Network
(BARN) in March for an all-day demo and multiple all-day
hands-on workshops. If you are eager to learn hollowvessel turning and embellishment techniques from one of
the pioneering artists, please see the announcement in the OPCAAW newsletter. For more
details and to sign up for the demonstration at BARN, follow this link.

Stuart Batty is coming to town
The Northwest Washington Woodturners are hosting Stuart Batty in March. There will be an all-day demo on Saturday, March 27. 2018. Sign up on-line at https://nww-2018batty-demo.brownpapertickets.com/
or by mail at http://www.nwwwt.org/demo-tickets.pdf.
Specific topics will include:
The Art of Cutting without Torn Grain
Bowl Turning with the 40/40 Grind
Seven Set-Up Fundamentals
Negative Rake Scraping
Plus MUCH more & time for questions.
For additional information, email: Info@NWWWT.org or
call Phil Kezele at (206) 372-5123. Note: Early Registration Special through February 15th is only $45 for the
full day demo and includes snacks, beverages and a delicious Deli lunch. After February 15th, the registration
fee will be $55. Be sure to register now and save!

Happening (Relatively) Nearby
J Paul Fennel Demo & Hands-On Workshop
This is a chance to see the artist whose work adorns
the cover of “New Masters of Woodturning”. Location is at the Chinook Woodturning Guild in Lethbridge, Alberta in May. The demo is May 19, hands
on sessions are May 20 and 21. See CWG Dec Newsletter for details.

Also Happening Locally
In February, chapter member and Seattle AAW Director of Programs David Lutrick is the featured artist at the artEAST gallery on Front Street in downtown
Issaquah. In addition to the items he has in the main gallery, a special front
window display features an additional 24 turned pieces and furniture. Check
out the gallery's website.
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Survey Results
Here are the results from the survey forms returned at the December & January meetings. If you didn’t fill out a survey then, please do one now. Otherwise—these are the results the board will use to
determine what the club should be focusing on over the next year! The D column lists number of
people interested in a specific topic for a demo; the S column shows interest in the topic for a Sawdust Session. The box labeled “Hands-on Workshops” shows the level of interest in paid hands-on
workshops by specific demonstrators.

Topics
TURNING
Lidded boxes
Bowls
Hollow forms
Spheres
Tops and toys
Lamps and other bases
Segmented
Off-center turning
Vases
Ornaments
Turning from an outrigger
Wave Bowls
Pens
Platters
Eccentric turning
Furniture spindles – legs, back stays, etc.
Teapots
Kits
Plaques and wall mounted items
Furniture
Multiple parts
Therming
Lost Wood process
SURFACE TREAMENTS
Finishes and buffing
Lacquers and varnishes
Texturing
Stains, dyes and paint
Oils, waxes
Inlay
Wood burning (pyrography)
Carving / piercing
Airbrushing-stencils, free-hand, flames

D

S

15

18

13
14
13
5
7
11
15
11
7
8
7
5
8
11
2
5
2
5
2
1
2
2

15
14
11
10
10
9
9
8
8
7
5
5
5
5
4
3
3
2
1
1
0
0

20
19
12
11
10
10
9
7
6

11
8
9
4
8
4
6
3
5

Topics

D

TOOLS
Making your own tools
Coring tools
Tool steels
Skew chisel
Hollowing tools
Bowl gouges
Spindle gouges
Scrapers
Lathes and other shop equipment
Tool overview
Dust Collection and Air Filters
OTHER
Wood cutting, drying, reduce checks & cracks
Design for the woodturner
Wood selection
Turning curly, heavily figured and burl wood
Selling your work
Reducing movement and warp
Chucking– jams, jaws, vacuums, etc.
Critique – giving and receiving feedback
Parts, pieces, glues, adhesives
Tool Swap
Metal Spinning
Expert Panel (answer audience questions)
or ADD YOUR OWN SUGGESTIONS BELOW
Ornamental Turning (Rose Engine)
Working with clay & ceramics
Working with glass

Hands-on Workshops
Eric Lofstrom
Stephen Hatcher
Art Liestman
Ashley Harwood
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Counts
16
15
9
1

S

14 8
10 7
10 4
8 11
8 5
7 10
7 10
7 5
6 4
5 2
4 2
16 12
15 4
13 5
12 11
10 4
7 3
6 7
6 3
6 2
4 2
2 1
2 0
3
1
1

2
1
1

Hollowing with AJ
Those who made it to the January meeting were treated to a
wide-ranging demonstration by our president emeritus, AJ
Mearns. In addition to demonstrating hollowing, AJ provided
a number of tips and lessons learned for safer, more productive turning—and not just of hollow forms.
For hollowing—if you haven’t done it before—practice with
an open bowl. This way you can see what you are doing, and
see what works and what doesn’t. This is particularly important if the tool you are using is new to you.
Some other tips from AJ (in no particular order):



















Use long handles for better control and deeper hollowing.
Using a rig with an outrider to counteract the tendency of
the tool to flip is a big help.
You can make your own blades out of HSS planer blades, with the advantage that you can make any
shape you need to fit any curve, or specifically shaped for hogging out or finishing,
When you are done with a chuck, close the chuck jaws to protect yourself from cuts and reduce damage
if you drop them. (Chucks jaws have very sharp corners.)
Put a piece of wood (e.g., plywood) on the bed ways beneath the chuck. This protects the chuck if
dropped when changing, and also prevents problems when using super glue or anything else that could
stick to the bed ways.
Smooth jaws grip the wood better than the serrated jaws. Match the tenon angle to the dovetail angle
of your jaws too. (Glenn Lucas showed us this).
Match tenon size to the chuck for the best grip. Make it too large, and it only grips a few points, and is
more likely to come loose.
Sharpen your tools when done for the day, then you’ll be ready to go faster the next time.
Use the tail stock for safety whenever you can.
Adding extra links in the Munro hollower allows you to fit most any curve / undercut required.
Use a Forstner bit to open up the middle of a piece and set the initial depth.
Use a diamond hone to sharpen Forstner bits.
Draw the edge of hollowing blades ala Eric Lofstrom using a carbide rod.
Center cutter with the shaft when hollowing with the hook on the end to combat the forces of torque.
Always use low quality wood to practice on and save the premium wood when you have got a better
feel for hollowing.
Turn the lathe off before removing the cutting tool, because if you catch an edge, you will be likely to
break the piece.
From AJ: “There are many more hollowing systems out there that I did not demonstrate. What I showed
you were the basics to get you started on how the process goes. If anyone wishes to learn more about
hollowing, please feel free to contact me.”

Tool sources:




Hollowing King outrigger hollowing tools: Paul Crabtree: http://toolsbycrabtree.com/
Rolly Munro hollowing tools are available from Packard, Lee Valley, and Steve Sinner (Advanced Lathe
Tools).
Carbide rods for hones can be found on Amazon, Ebay, etc.
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Hollowing with AJ (continued)
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Show and Tell from January Meeting

Burt Hovander
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Show and Tell from January Meeting

Bob Sievers

Page 11

Show and Tell from January Meeting
Don Mittet

Ed French
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Show and Tell from January Meeting
Gary Clarke

Gregg Johnson
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Show and Tell from January Meeting

John Moe

John Schrader
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Show and Tell from January Meeting
Steve Gary

Jerry Wallace

Sylvia Wayne
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Mentors
Below are the mentors for Seattle Woodturners. They want to help! They are excellent sources. If they can’t
answer a question, they will know how to find the answer.
Les Dawson

lescdawson@aol.com

(425) 432-3879 Beginning work

Maple Valley

Dan Johnson dan1931@frontier.com

(206) 412-7338 Hollow vessels, lidded boxes and
music boxes

Redmond

David Lutrick lutrick2@comcast.net

(425) 557-9571

Issaquah

AJ Mearns

aj-17@juno.com

(425) 501-0020

Bothell

John Moe

janjmoe@msn.com

(425) 643-4522 Bowls, hollowing, embellishing & Bellevue
ornamental turning

Jose Pantoja josepan(206) 669-3270
toja@forceonetech.com

Woodinville

Allan Rumpf

Mercer Island

lkmargaret@aol.com

(206) 687-7128 Beginning spindles

John Shrader shraderorder@hotmail.com

(425) 653-3504 Achieving precision, developing Seattle
special tools & processes for difficult projects, & general troubleshooting

Vern Tator

vernt47@gmail.com

(206) 856 6759 Bowls, spindles, pens, peppermills, off-center turning, hollow forms, finials, etc.

Seattle

Jack Wayne

captjack327@yahoo.com

(425) 488-9561 Everything except Rose Engine,
segmented and pens

Bothell

Donations
Several members have donated to the club. We thank those members for their donations.
Many companies in the Seattle area match charitable donations. Some match the time spent on charity work
with a generous hourly rate. As you participate in club charitable activities (Beads of Courage, Empty Bowls,
Tops for the KIDSfair) and as a club volunteer (Web Site, Audio, Trailer Puller, etc) we encourage you to submit this time so the club has the resources to expose a wider audience to woodturning.
SmileAmazon.com: Shopping at SmileAmazon.com, instead of Amazon.com, gives you the same products
and prices. SmileAmazon.com will donate .5% of your qualifying purchases to Seattle Woodturners if you
designate our Chapter as your charitable organization.

The Seattle Woodturners encourages its members to join the AAW
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members. Content includes articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics: Chucks, Sharpening, Shop Tips,
and more. Members also have access to an archive of the American Woodturner
(a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals (a bi-monthly
digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise).
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
Ads will run for 3 months. If you want items relisted you will need to notify the Newsletter Editor
For Sale: Oneway 2436 with mobility package, extra banjo, 5hp motor upgrade, bed extension, and bowl
turning extension. $5000. Contact Earl St Clair at 206-227-0386 or earl.stclair@outlook.com for more information/pictures. He also has additional tools & accessories, as well as a smaller lathe for sale.
For Sale: Bowl blanks, Furniture wood, Unbreakable aluminum tool handles, Chainsaw repair
Contact AJ Mearns (425) 501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com
Dave Schweitzer is again hosting a burl purchasing opportunity (Pickup date is February 24):
$1.40/Lbs. Madrone and Maple Burl are still available; however, all the Walnut is spoken for (so if you
already signed up, you’re ok; if not, you are too late!)
Please let Andy Firpo know of your interest, in number of pounds of each species you want to buy, either by
email (drewdog@isomedia.com) or by signing up at the next club meeting.

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment
to the club. The following sponsors give a discount when you show your membership card: WoodCraft,
Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods. CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a member of the Seattle Chapter, AAW.

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories
of turning tools & supplies in the NW. Club members get
a 10% discount. Easy off and on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/
Michigan”). 5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108
Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. Club members get a 10% discount.
South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125
Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and
exotic hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to
DIYer’s and building professionals. Club members get a
10% discount. 4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax,
and others as well as unmatched pricing on new items
from these brands.
1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001
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Seattle AAW Calendar
January 2018
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Hollowing Tools

February 2018
1/30 Board Meeting
8 Meeting: Metal Spinning

— AJ Mearns
13 Sawdust Session:

March 2018
2/27 Board Meeting
8 Lidded Box making

— Lynne Hull

— Jimmie Allen

10 Sawdust Session: New

10 Sawdust Session: Skew

Open Shop—Note new

Members—Mounting and

location for Sawdust

Turning Bowls

Chisels and Tops

Sessions at Russ’ shop

April 2018
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Lost Wood Turning

May 2018
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Cracks, Voids, or

— Art Liestman

5 Board Meeting
4 Meeting: TBD

Bark—Defects or Definers

14 Workshop: Lost Wood
Turning — Art Liestman

June 2018

— Diana Friend

TBD Sawdust Session: TBD

12 Sawdust Session: TBD

No Sawdust Session

14- AAW National Symposium
17 Portland, OR

July 2018
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: TBD

August 2018
7/31 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: TBD
12 Club Picnic: Location TBD

14 Sawdust Session: TBD

September 2018
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: TBD with
Eric Lofstrom
15 Workshop: Eric Lofstrom,

No Workshop or Sawdust
27- BAM KIDSFair

Topic TBD

Session

29

October 2018
2 Board Meeting
11

Meeting: TBD

15 Sawdust Session: TBD

November 2018
10/30 Board Meeting
8

Meeting: TBD

10 Sawdust Session: TBD

December 2018
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: Holiday Party
No Workshop or Sawdust
Session
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Secretary

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Treasurer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Director of
Membership

Mike Hughes
applepress64@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Jim Steck

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#2
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Community
Outreach

Dan Robbins
de_robbins@hotmail.com

Videographers

Dan Robbins
de_robbins@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Audio

Lawrence Brown
gevarre@gmail.com

Web Site

Jim Steck

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Librarian

George Baskett

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jimhogg@microsoft.com
(425) 590-7815

Hospitality

Cheryl and Mark McNerney
cherylnmark@msn.com

Safety Officer

(open)

New Members
and Mentors

Mike Hughes
applepress64@gmail.com

Sealer

Steve Sergev
steve_sergev@yahoo.com

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Inventory Control A.J. Mearns
aj-17@juno.com

Next Club Meeting: February 8th, 2018
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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