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This month's demonstrator is Art Liestman. Art was was born and raised in Kansas,
now lives in the suburbs of Vancouver, BC. His day job keeps him busy, but he turns
(pun intended) to making wood art whenever he can. After taking a class with
Jacques Vesery, he started making his puzzling illusion vessels. In addition he enjoys exploring other surface enhancements using pyrography, carving, and coloring.
See more details of Art and his work at his website. Art will be demonstrating "The
lost wood process”. This involves spindle blanks that are made up of three laminated layers. After turning, the middle layer is removed and the two outer layers are rejoined to give a
turned object that isn't round. More details can be found in his American Woodturner article
"Beyond Round: The Lost Wood Process" (August 2012). There is still one space left in the hands-on
workshop with Art on Saturday, April 14 at Russ Prior’s shop. Cost is $100.
AAW Symposium 3520C Raffle Tickets
We will have raffle tickets for the decorated Powermatic 3520C available at
the next two club meetings. $5 each, with a total of no more than 3000 tickets available. You do not have to be present at the symposium to win!
Special incentive—if you bring a Show and Tell to the next club meeting for
the ﬁrst time, you will receive two free tickets for the lathe raffle!
AAW National Symposum—Portland
It’s too late to get the club discount price for registration to the symposium, but it’s not too late to
register on your own and attend! More details available here. You can also to volunteer to help out
here. The Youth room is particularly in need of folks who can spend a couple hours helping the kids.
Checkout the updated club website!
Jim Steck has done an outstanding job updating the club website. Lots of
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Women in Wood Exhibit coming to Northwinds Art Center
Helga Winter, a Port Townsend woodturner and artist, is curating WOMEN
IN WOOD at Northwind Arts Center April 5 through 30. The show proﬁles the
work of fourteen professional women woodworkers from around the country. More details later in the newsletter.
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President’s Message
It’s April and it’s ﬁnally looking like spring will eventually arrive, but not soon
enough for me. I’m really looking forward to the day when it is warm enough to
open the doors to my shop.
My turning goal for April is to put into practice some of the things I’ve learned
in recent months. In March I spent a very enjoyable day in Anacortes with Stuart Batty, one of the most entertaining demonstrators and teachers I have seen.
Stuart emphasizes what he calls the “Seven Set-Up Fundamentals”, which make
a really good checklist when you approach the lathe: 1) Grain Orientation; 2)
Chucked Correctly; 3) Sharp Tools; 4) Tool Rest; 5) Lathe Speed (Safe Limit); 6)
Stance; and 7) Technique. In addition to the Fundamentals I learned some interesting tips that I have to try.
In past President’s Messages, I have been encouraging members to get together to share their
knowledge and learn from each other. One informal method is an “Open Shop”, where the host invites a few turners from their local area to drop by for a visit. To support that aim, we are considering publishing the membership list (with limited location and contact details) so that members can
see who lives near them. We recognize that there is a heightened concern about digital privacy and
we want to be sure that all members are comfortable about sharing their information. So we are
asking for member feedback before we go that route. Please let me or other members of the board
know how you feel about sharing your information with other Seattle Woodturners members.
Another approach to sharing that the club has used in the past is Shop Tours, where we have an organized day of visiting several shops to see what these turners are turning, and how they solve common problems. It would be great if we could organize Shop Tours this fall. It might be most effective
to have “regional” tours (e.g., northeast, southeast, central Seattle, etc.) Please let me know if you
willing to help organize a shop tour in your neighborhood.
The AAW Symposium in Portland is a great way to broaden your knowledge and ﬁnd new inspiration. This will be my ﬁrst opportunity to attend the national symposium and I’m really looking forward to it. Volunteering to support a demonstrator can add depth to your experience and volunteer
opportunities are still available. The AAW Symposium is run solely by volunteers. If you have never
attended a symposium, Portland is the best opportunity you will see for a number of years (the 2019
symposium is in North Carolina!) Look for more information later in the newsletter. PLUS, you can
buy a raffle ticket for a chance to win a new Powermatic lathe. With only 3000 tickets being sold, the
odds are way better than the lottery!
The March demonstrator Jimmie Allen was both entertaining and educational. Jimmie’s demonstration was less structured than many and probably more applicable to most of our members. He emphasized ﬁnding a method that works for you and sticking with it. Don’t be afraid to try new ideas,
but discard the ones that don’t ﬁt your personal style. You’re never going to be Stuart Batty, Richard
Raffan, or whomever. That’s OK. Just be yourself. And Have Fun!

Seattle Tool Lending Libraries
Did you know we had tool lending libraries in Seattle? We do! NESTL and SESTL in the north and south ends.
These are volunteer-driven organizations and would love to have folks who could spend an hour or two now
and then helping out. And of course, you can check out tools as well—everything from brushes to welders.
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Outreach Activities
Traditionally the club has participated in three major outreach activities each year; Beads of Courage, Empty
Bowls, and BAM KIDSfair Tops. For the moment, we are focusing our activities on the tops for the kids.
BAM KIDSfair Tops – This has been the clubs longest running outreach activity and will continue this
year. This activity has evolved from making tops one at a time at the fair, to pre-turning hundreds of tops
ahead of time so the lines are shorter and the kids can get to the stage of decorating their tops faster! Many
club members enjoy this activity and the opportunity to interact with the kids. Our goal will be to turn 1000
tops by the July 12th meeting. To encourage your efforts we will have a competition. Recent wood donations
to the club have provided us some unique pieces of wood (including both a large piece of rare South American Tulipwood and large maple and walnut burls) to give out as prizes (see small
Tops turned in so far
pictures below). The table below shows the prize schedule.
We’re off to a good start;
BAM KIDSfair Tops— Prizes
125 tops have been turned
April Most Tops @ Meeting 2 Lathe Raffle Tickets
in as of the March club
April Random Drawing (5+) Osage Orange (blank #1)
meeting. Keep up the
May Most Tops @ Meeting Purpleheart (blank #2)
good work! Sign-ups to
May Random Drawing (5+) 2 Lathe Raffle Tickets
assist at the KIDSfair (July
June Most Tops @ Meeting Walnut 1/2 Log (blank #3)
27, 28, 29) will start at the
June Random Drawing (5+) 2 Lathe Raffle Tickets
April meeting. More top
July Most Tops @ Meeting Rosewood (blank #4)
July Random Drawing (5+) East Indian Rosewood (blank #5) wood (for making tops)
will also be available at the
Overall Most Tops Overall
Tulipwood (blank #6)
next meeting, thanks to
Overall Random Drawing (10+) Walnut Burl (blank #7)
the generosity of Dusty
Overall KIDSfair Participation Maple Burl (blank #8)
Strings.

Help out the Outreach Committee
The Outreach Committee and Board are looking into a number of other opportunities to support the community. If you would like to participate in the Outreach Committee or have an idea for an Outreach activity contact Dan Robbins (de_robbins@hotmail.com) or Tim Tibbetts (tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com).

WIT Chapter Liaison
AAW is seeking a member of our chapter (either a woman or a man) to be our chapter's liaison with the AAW
Women in Turning (WIT) committee. The AAW goal to work with chapters to increase the number of women
members in chapters and AAW. This is a large, untapped group of people that we can reach out to and
spread the joy of woodturning. By building these contacts with individual chapters and gathering information
about ways chapters are organizing their efforts to expand outreach to women, the AAW intends to create a
Best Practices document that all chapters can use in their outreach efforts. If you are willing to serve as the
WIT liaison for our Seattle chapter, please contact tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com (or one of the other board
members), and we’ll put you in touch with the right people. One added advantage to the club if we have a
chapter liason to the AAW—the WIT committee then offers a limited number of one-year AAW memberships
to new women turners (funded in in part by the EOG auction sales of the WIT Collaborative projects at the
national symposiums).
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Sawdust Sessions
The March sawdust session had a good turnout of club members ready to learn about the skew and make
tops and ﬁnials. Remember—no Sawdust Session in April due to the Art Liestman hands-on workshop.
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Coming in May—Diana Friend
A former member of our club, Diana will be returning to Seattle to talk about
“Cracks, Voids, or Bark—Defects or Definers”. You can ﬁnd more information
about Diana and her work here. In her own words:
Finding beauty in discarded wood was an early motivation for my work at the
lathe. When I ﬁrst started turning bowls, my sources were old rhododendron
trunks, holly, and black birch from around the yard. I would also use fallen branches from the neighborhood, old floor joists, and ﬁrewood. Local woods are my inspiration now. The San Juan
Islands, Olympic Peninsula and Seattle provide an amazing array of turning opportunities.
Searching for what’s under the bark, the excitement comes from uncovering each layer. Rather than imposing a design concept, I try to see where the bowl wants to go. I enjoy truing up a previously turned bowl for a
sleek reﬁned look, or turning a bowl
while the wood is green and letting the
wood warp to its natural inclination.
Natural edges to interesting rims are dictated by the wood’s condition and beauty of the bark. What can be highlighted
dictates each unique form.

AAW National Symposium in Portland
While it is too late to get the club discount price for registration to the AAW National Symposium in June, it’s
not too late to register on your own and attend! More details available here. Check out the all-star turners
you’ll be able to see (not to mention the 100s to 1000s of items in the Instant Gallery to provide inspiration):
Learn-To-Turn
 Keith Gotschall
 Kip Christensen
 Eric Lofstrom
 Ed Pretty
 Rick Rich
Segmenting Techniques
 Tom Lohman
 Wayne Miller
Ornamental Turning
 Jon Magill
Penturning Tips and Techniques
 Mark Dreyer
 Ray Wright

Vessels and Hollow Forms
 Dan Tilden
 Stephen Hatcher
 Cindy Drozda
 Karen Freitas
Embellishing and Finishing
 Lauren Zenreich
 Hans Weissflog
 Mike Peace
 Donna Zils Banﬁeld
 Eli Avisera
 Jay Shepard
 Graeme Priddle
 Stephen Hatcher

Boxes and Lids
 Al Stirt
 Guilio Marcolongo
 Kai Muenzer
 Cindy Drozda
 Mark Baker
Sculpture and Inspiration
 Jeff Chelf
 Kristin LeVier
Turning for Furniture
 Kai Muenzer
 Rick Rich

The AAW website now has the preliminary list of rotations available for you to start planning your visit. You
can ﬁnd it here. More descriptions of individual demonstrations and panel discussions are here.
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Women in Wood Exhibit coming to Northwinds Art Center
Helga Winter, a Port Townsend woodturner and artist, is curating WOMEN IN WOOD at Northwind Arts Center April 5 through 30. The show
proﬁles the work of fourteen professional women woodworkers from
around the country. Co-curator Betty Scarpino,
from Indianapolis, Indiana, is internationally recognized as one of the masters in her ﬁeld. She
states that “artists create glorious objects when
they incorporate their life experiences.” The displayed work is as diverse as the women’s life experiences and professional backgrounds: lawyers, educators, nurses, biologists, agriculturalists, industrial arts
teachers became enamored with wood and changed their original careers.
Many of the exhibiting artists are inspired by the landscapes, nature and the history of the world around them. You will delight in a range of sculpture, furniturelike objects, multi-axis turnings, bent-and-carved wood, jewelry, pyrography,
paint and more. Wood is the focus of this exhibit, domestic as well as exotic.
Prints and repurposed book art, wood derivatives, demonstrate the ever- expanding repertoire of the artists’ interests and skills. The
show opens during Gallery Walk Saturday
April 7 at 5:30pm.
The artists will talk about their work Sunday, April 8 at 1:00pm. Five of
the artists will be present. The show will move to the American Art Company in Tacoma in May. More details here.
Participating Artists
Sally Ault

Cindy Drozda

Kristin LeVier

Barbara Dill

Helga Winter

Donna Zils Banﬁeld

Molly Winton

Katie Hudnall

Merryll Saylan

Andi Wolfe

Martha Collins

Tania Radda

Betty Scarpino

Dixie Biggs

Mid-Columbia Woodturners host “New Horizons” show
During the summer of 2018 in Richland, WA (May 22 – July 1), the Allied Arts Association
and the Mid-Columbia Woodturners are collaborating to present an invitation-only show
by signiﬁcant woodturning artists which features new works that
depart from the artist’s usual style. Following this venue the exhibition will go to St. Paul, MN for August and September at the Landmark Center. Each artist will provide new, unique work, as well as
two images of their “iconic” art work; these images will be included
with their new work at the gallery show and in the show catalog. More details are available in the latest issue of American
Woodturner , or on the New Horizons website here.
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Making Boxes with Jimmie Allen
Jimmie Allen gave an excellent presentation on his
approach to box-making, which makes use of both
Jimmie’s own tool designs (made with assistance
from Dave Schweitzer of D-Way tools, and to the
same high standard we are used to from Dave), and
the Ackerman chuck, developed by Dan Ackerman
of the Olympic Peninsula club.
The two big takeaways from Jimmie’s talk (for me) were:
1) Pick a method and stick with it so it becomes automatic (even if it is not
“the best” or “most efficient” - and especially if it is simple, you are more
likely to do it the same way every time).
2) Have fun! Enjoy what you are doing. This may mean throwing away the books, experimenting, and letting
what is inside you out into the shop. Copying someone else is hard.
Some of points Jimmie made include:
1) Use high speed to help make a cleaner cut.
2) Negative rake scrapers both make cleaner cuts (on harder woods) and are
safer (note Jimmie looking away while cutting to demonstrate this point) and helps avoid burnishing the wood through too much pressure.
3) Aim for smooth flowing curves—use your whole body (properly applied
biomechanics). Without flow, every hesitation leaves a bump.
4) Use of two-ended scrapers allows both use of specialized tools for the various types of cuts and a reduction in the number of tools required.
5) The Ackerman Chuck, used with glue blocks, allows remounting with exactly the same alignment of parts
as often as required (e.g., after wood has stopped relaxing and moving.) Note that CA glue on glue blocks
will fail after a couple months. Better to use Titebond 3. Use of the Ackerman chuck allows you to have
100s of boxes in work at once for minimal cost (other than cost of glue block plus 3/8” insert).
6) Mount the tenon end of the box (i.e., the male part of the box) on chuck, then don't have to move tool
rest for each ﬁt check. Chamfer the tenon and lid to sneak up on ﬁt.
7) A short handle allows better control, especially when you lock your arm to your body.
8) For boxes, keep inner and outer rims the same thickness for a more pleasing look. Undercut slightly for a
shadow line.
9) For sanding, convert one of your old, broken sanding mandrels. Cut down the foam on the end of the
mandrel, apply an “X” of Velcro, and add electrical tape around base to secure the ends. Then apply hook
and loop sandpaper to the Velcro. Use a drill bit extension for deep pieces.
10) Sand better by sanding slower, eliminate heat checks. Sand ﬁnish with EEE Ultrashine, apply with paper
towels.
11) Wrap ﬁngers around tool rest for ultimate control across top of lid, and to promote more fluid movement.
12) To ﬁnish the bottom. tape pieces together when ﬁnishing bottom on a jam chuck. Make bottom concave
so they sit flat. Put chamfer or rebate on bottom to create a shadow line.
Page 7

Making Boxes with Jimmie Allen (continued)
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Show and Tell from March Meeting

Burt Hovander

Excellent pictures as always from
club photographer: Ross Nooney

John Moe
Eileen Collins

(And no, they are NOT mini baseball
bats, they are lace bobbins!
Page 9

Show and Tell from March Meeting

Bob Sievers

Gary Clarke
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Show and Tell from March Meeting
Jack Frost

Ray Velotta

Randy Shoemate

Sylvia Wayne
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Show and Tell from March Meeting

Steve Geho

Jim Tucker

Unknown
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Show and Tell from March Meeting

Tom Johanson
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Show and Tell from March Meeting

Jack Wayne with Tom Nelson’s
wonderful banjo!

Vern Tator

Page 14

Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
Ads will run for 3 months. If you want items relisted you will need to notify the Newsletter Editor
For Sale: Oneway 2436 with mobility package, extra banjo, 5hp motor upgrade, bed extension, and bowl
turning extension. $5000. Contact Earl St Clair at 206-227-0386 or earl.stclair@outlook.com for more information/pictures. He also has additional tools & accessories, as well as a smaller lathe for sale.
For Sale: Bowl blanks, Furniture wood, Unbreakable aluminum tool handles, Chainsaw repair. Contact AJ Mearns (425) 501-0020 or aj-17@juno.com
For Sale: Trend Airshield Pro, two batteries, battery cradle, smart charger, spare
battery cells to rebuild both batteries when needed, spare visor overlays. Current price for this combination is over $500. Asking $250 OBO. Contact Tim Tibbetts for more details or more pictures, or to see in person. Email:
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com
For Sale: Jet mini lathe, includes tool rest, spur center, live center. $75. This will be
donated to the Seattle woodturners club. An ideal starter lathe or second
lathe. Gary Clarke, Bellevue. 425-451-3437

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide the gift certiﬁcates and donate equipment
to the club. WoodCraft, Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your
membership card. CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a member
of the Seattle Chapter, AAW.

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest inventories of
turning tools & supplies in the NW. Easy off and on I-5 at Exit
162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 5963 Corson Ave S, Seattle 98108
Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. South Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 98125
Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic
hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals. 4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA 98134
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax,
and others as well as unmatched pricing on new items
from these brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001
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Seattle AAW Calendar
January 2018
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Hollowing Tools

February 2018
1/30 Board Meeting
8 Meeting: Metal Spinning

— AJ Mearns
13 Sawdust Session:

March 2018
2/27 Board Meeting
8 Lidded Box making

— Lynne Hull

— Jimmie Allen

10 Sawdust Session: New

10 Sawdust Session: Skew

Open Shop—Note new

Members—Mounting and

location for Sawdust

Turning Bowls

Chisels and Tops

Sessions at Russ’ shop

April 2018
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Lost Wood Turning

May 2018
1 Board Meeting

5 Board Meeting

10 Meeting: Cracks, Voids, or

7 Meeting: Tentative

Bark—Defects or Definers

Vivien Grandouiller

— Diana Friend

No Sawdust Session

— Art Liestman
14 Workshop: Lost Wood
Turning — Art Liestman

June 2018

12 Sawdust Session: TBD

No Sawdust Session

14- AAW National Symposium
17 Portland, OR

July 2018
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: TBD

August 2018
7/31 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: TBD
12 Club Picnic: Hutcheson

14 Sawdust Session: TBD

Shelter, Farrel-McWhirter
Park, Redmond

27- BAM KIDSFair

4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: TBD with
Eric Lofstrom
15 Workshop: Eric Lofstrom,
Topic TBD

No Workshop or Sawdust

29

Session

October 2018
2 Board Meeting
11

September 2018

Meeting: TBD

15 Sawdust Session: TBD

November 2018
10/30 Board Meeting
8

Meeting: TBD

10 Sawdust Session: TBD

December 2018
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: Holiday Party
No Workshop or Sawdust
Session
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Secretary

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Treasurer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Director of
Membership

Mike Hughes
applepress64@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Jim Steck

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#2
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Community
Outreach

Dan Robbins
de_robbins@hotmail.com

Videographers

Dan Robbins
de_robbins@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Audio

Lawrence Brown
gevarre@gmail.com

Web Site

Jim Steck

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Librarian

George Baskett

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jimhogg@microsoft.com
(425) 590-7815

Hospitality

Cheryl and Mark McNerney
cherylnmark@msn.com

Safety Officer

(open)

New Members
and Mentors

Mike Hughes
applepress64@gmail.com

Sealer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Inventory Control A.J. Mearns
aj-17@juno.com

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Meeting: April 12th, 2018
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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