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 Fine Turnings 
  Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners 

June 2018    www.seattlewoodturners.org 

This month we are very fortunate to have Vivien Grandouiller providing our demonstration on June 7 (Note 
the date change from the second to the FIRST Thursday due to the AAW Symposium). He will also be doing a 
hands-on workshop for us the Saturday after the meeting (on June 9) - we have one 
space left.  

Vivien’s work features a combination of turning, carving, painting 
and sandblasting, and  is characterized by simple geometric forms 
in which he associates filming with sculpture, sanding and painting. 
Thanks to an off-center digging technique, he manages to obtain 
trompe l'oeil effects amplified by color. He also likes to work the 
light by making it shine through the wood and reveal other aspects 
of the material such as its grain, shades of colors, etc. He appreciates the pure and tense 

lines that he considers pleasant to the eye and to the touch. For our club meeting, Vivien will be demon-
strating a combination of his two AAW presentations:  

Spheres: Spheres can be decorated with more spheres. Vivien will first turn a 
sphere and hollow off-center with the lathe and a Foredom, then increase the 
decoration with masking techniques for sandblasting and airbrush painting. The 
result is simple and elegant.  
Menhirs and Ogives:  Vivien pays homage to monoliths found throughout 
Western Europe with airbrush painting, sandblasting to highlight the natural 
growth rings, and sculpting with a Foredom.  

Tool Swap Coming up 
Time to start going through the shop and finding those things you never use! The 
tool swap is happening at the regular July 12th meeting. This year, we’re inviting var-
ious tool vendors and woodworking stores to attend as well. 

AAW is still seeking a WIT Chapter Liaison for our club 

AAW is seeking a member of our chapter (either a woman or a man) to be our chap-
ter's liaison with the AAW Women in Turning (WIT) committee.  

New Director of Membership Needed 
Mike Hughes has decided to step down from the role of Director of Membership. 
Please let a member of the board know if you are interested in the position. And 
thanks to Mike for serving the club in this position. 

Don’t Forget to sign up for a slot at BAM! 
We need volunteers to man the lathes or the coloring stations at BAM in July. 

Master Turners Table starting in June 
Bring your woodturning questions and problems to the Master Turners Table at the 
June meeting—we will have a couple of expert turners available to help you out.  

Please Return Your Books to the Library! 
We have a number of items that have been checked out a very long time—please 
check your shelves, shops and DVD cabinets, and see if you’ve got some of them. 
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President’s Message 
 

Technology is rapidly changing the world we live in; 
many changes are positive, some not so much. But the 
world is changing. Our club needs to understand how 
these changes affect what we offer to current mem-
bers, and how we reach-out to potential new members.  

Traditionally, the best avenue to become a proficient 
turner was to join a local club, attend meetings and 
sawdust sessions, find a mentor, and have friends who 
can give you advice. Future generations of turners will likely get their information and education in a 
different way: from YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and other online resources. A recent NY Times 
study said that the majority of people surveyed get most of their news from Facebook. 

We are currently evaluating and updating how we use technology to communicate with our current 
and potential future members.  Jim Steck has updated our website to be a lot more useful, with 
many more resources available than in the past; he is in the process of establishing a Facebook page 
for the Club, with the support of several technically savvy volunteers. This will serve as a forum for 
members to optionally share what they are working on; get feedback on their projects; get answers 
to their questions; and potentially reach a new audience of potential turners.  

We feel that club meetings and hands-on sessions are still part of our core mission; but they can also 
be improved. To that end, the board is also exploring the use of remote demonstrators to increase 
our ability to bring more national and international presenters to our meetings – at least virtually.  

In addition, the National AAW is investing heavily in electronic communications and information re-
sources. If you are not already an AAW member, now would be a great time to investigate the re-
sources they offer to help you get more enjoyment out of turning. If you ARE a national member and 
haven’t checked out their website recently—do so, you will likely find something of value. If you 
aren’t yet a member of national—take advantage of their current “$20 for 3 months” offer to gain 
complete access and full member benefits for 3 months—I think you’ll be hooked once you do. 

And speaking of the AAW, the upcoming Symposium in Portland is supporting two charitable events 
that we have supported locally in past years: Empty Bowls, and Beads of Courage. Unfortunately, 
our local connections have fallen apart this year. But you can still contribute your work at the AAW 
Symposium if you like. AAW will be collecting donations of Empty Bowls (benefitting Meals on 
Wheels of Portland) and Beads of Courage boxes. If you bring your donation to the June meeting, I 
will deliver them to the Symposium.   

Seattle Woodturners continues to grow as a successful organization. So far in 2018 we have added 
16 new members. But we need the help and participation of everyone to keep our club vital and 
growing. 

Jim 

https://www.woodturner.org/page/ITM2040?
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New Resources—Woodturning Education Opportunities—Update 
We’ve discovered some new woodturning educational opportunities since the last list was published in the 
January 2018 newsletter (some of which is also available on the website here.) The new items: 

Snow Farm (Massachusetts) - https://www.snowfarm.org/ 

Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina - http://penland.org/ 
 

And one of the best resources available (the AAW) is continuing to offer their 3 month trial membership for 
$20—which gets you access to ALL of the member benefits including back issues of American Woodturner, 
Woodturning Fundamentals, videos, etc. Just $20! Details and signup available here.  

WIT Chapter Liaison 

AAW is seeking a member of our chapter (either a woman or a man) to be our chapter's liaison with the AAW 
Women in Turning (WIT) committee. The AAW goal is to work with chapters to increase the number of wom-
en members in chapters and the AAW. This is a large, untapped group of people that we can reach out to and 
spread the joy of woodturning. By building these contacts with individual chapters and gathering information 
about ways chapters are organizing their efforts to expand outreach to women, the AAW intends to create a 
Best Practices document that all chapters can use in their outreach efforts. If you are willing to serve as the 
WIT liaison for our Seattle chapter, please contact tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com (or one of the other board 
members), and we’ll put you in touch with the right people. One added advantage to the club if we have a 
chapter liason to the AAW—the WIT committee then offers a limited number of one-year AAW memberships 
to new women turners (funded in in part by the EOG auction sales of the WIT Collaborative projects at the 
national symposiums).  

“Off-label” Applications for Wood Turning 
In the medical field, a drug that is approved by the FDA for one application sometimes also works for another 
application, but is not approved for it.  This second application is called an “off-label” application.  Similarly, 
we wood turners frequently find “off-label” applications for materials and processes.  We are inviting mem-
bers to submit their off-label applications to be compiled into a list available to all members.   Here are a few 
to give you an idea of what we’re talking about. 

Use discarded planer blades as material to make custom scrapers 

Use sheet foam insulation as a building material.  Works well for directing air flow, such as a spray booth. 

Use auto buffing compound to buff out a bowl finish  

Use black “Sharpie” felt tip pen to ebonize wood, particularly bowl rims.   

Use the largest Kelton McNaughton coring cutter for hollowing large hollow vessels. 

Use black leather dye to ebonize wood. 

Use nail polish to identify your tools (lasts better than Sharpies, paint, etc.) 

Use a register boot (from hardware store) for cheap  dust collector hood. Add a 5 gallon (or larger) plastic 
bucket cut in half for an even better cheap hood. 

Use PVC compression fittings for jam/sphere chucks (one of many off-label PVC applications!) 

Assuming a good response, some of the ideas may be presented by their creators at a monthly meeting or 
provide the basis for an article/tip in the AAW Journal. 

Please submit your idea(s) to John Shrader at shraderorder@hotmail.com.  If a diagram is required, sketch it 
up as best you can and we will clean it up if necessary for publication.  

https://seattlewoodturners.org/helpful-information/
https://www.snowfarm.org/
http://penland.org/
https://www.woodturner.org/page/ITM2040?
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Notes from the Ledger 
Thank you to all the members who have donated their time and/or money to keep this chapter running!  

This is awesome! 
 

Volunteers:  A chapter meeting takes a lot of work and cannot happen without all the volunteers. Trailering 

the equipment, setup/teardown, audio/video, refreshments, the library, the wood raffle, show & tell / pho-

tographs, are all done by volunteers to bring you a good program.  Sawdust sessions and woodrats take a 

real commitment on the part of the volunteers running these programs. 
 

Donations:  We have received generous donation from 5 or 6 members in recent months.  We continue to 

receive donations from employers of members that volunteer. We receive periodic funds from Amazon for 

members that have designated our chapter as the recipient of their Amazon Smile purchases.  Amazon sends 

us .5% of eligible purchases at no cost to the buyer.  
 

AAW Lathe Raffle Tickets: We have raffle tickets ($5.00 each) available for the Powermatic 3520C lathe AAW 

is raffling off at the symposium.  Second prize is a Jet 1221VS lathe.  The chapter meeting on 6/7/18 will be 

your last opportunity to purchase tickets.  You do not have to be present to win.  There are only 3,000 tickets 

being sold and the odds are much better than lottery tickets.  Proceeds are dispersed to the hosting chapter, 

Cascade Woodturners in Portland, and used to support local AAW chapters. 
 

Green Wood Sealer:  The new barrel of Anchorseal has arrived and is available for purchase ($20.00/gallon) 

since last month’s meeting.  We are in need of about 10 more, sturdy, recycled and rinsed, one-gallon plastic 

jugs. 
 

Klingspor Discount Signups:  Klingspor has received the names of members who signed up for the discount 
and you can complete the process now.   You will need to either call Klingspor at 800-228-0000 and set up a 
user name and password, or create a username/password online yourselves.  Please remember, when or-
dering on their website, you need to login before ordering for the discount to kick in.  You can also order 
by phone and tell them you are on the list our chapter submitted.  
 

Keep Turning, 

Steve Gary 
Treasurer, Seattle Woodturners 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Mid-Columbia Woodturners host “New Horizons” show  
During the summer of 2018 in Richland, WA (May 22 – July 1), the Allied Arts Association 
and the Mid-Columbia Woodturners are collaborating to present an invitation-only show by 
significant woodturning artists which features new works that 
depart from the artist’s usual style. Following this venue the ex-
hibition will go to St. Paul, MN for August and September at the 
Landmark Center. Each artist will provide new, unique work, as 
well as two images of their “iconic” art work; these images will 
be included with their new work at the gallery show and in the 
show catalog.  More details are available in the latest issue of 
American Woodturner , or on the New Horizons website here. 

http://newhorizonswoodart.org/index.php
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Outreach Activities 
BAM KIDSfair Tops –  We are on our way towards our goal of 1000 tops by the July 12th meeting.  So far 
we’ve given away raffle tickets and a couple of nice chucks of rare wood—there is still time for you to win 
some of the remaining prizes, so keep on turning those tops! The table below shows the schedule for the re-
maining prizes—the remaining wood is shown in the small pictures. In addition to making tops and bringing 
them to the meetings, please sign-up to assist at the KIDSfair (July 27, 28, 29) at the 
next meeting. More top wood (for making tops) will also be available at the next 

meeting, thanks to the 
continuing generosity 
of Dusty Strings. For 
May, our top three top 
turners were Norm 
Vigus, David Lutrick 
and Myles Asper. 

BAM KIDSfair Tops— Prizes 
June Most Tops @ Meeting  Walnut 1/2 Log (blank #3)  

June Random Drawing (5+)  2 Lathe Raffle Tickets  

July Most Tops @ Meeting  Rosewood (blank #4)  

July Random Drawing (5+)  East Indian Rosewood (blank #5)  

Overall Most Tops Overall Tulipwood (blank #6)  

Overall Random Drawing (10+)  Walnut Burl (blank #7)  

Overall KIDSfair Participation  Maple Burl (blank #8)  

Tops turned in so far 

Topic:  Hands-On Workshop: Making & Texturing Spheres and Menhirs— with Vivien Grandouiller  

When:  Saturday, June 9th at 9am 

Where:  Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA  98072 

Parking:  Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building 

downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house. 

Bring:  Safety equipment, Turning Tools, a Sack Lunch (beverages are provided)  

No sawdust session in June, but our June presenter,  Vivian Grandouiller, will be leading a hands-on work-
shop at Russ’ shop.  

The July Sawdust Session will be a top turning marathon to finish stocking up for BAMS KIDSfair—and a last 
change to get some pointers on turning tops if you want to be one of the demonstrators at KIDSfair. 

Sawdust Sessions 

Outreach in our Local Schools 

Dan Robbins has made contact with an interested woodshop teacher in the Northshore area, who has indi-
cated he knows of several Seattle area schools that would appreciate having expert help to teach wood turn-
ing to their students. This is very early days, but the board has decided to look into this further. In particular, 
we will be looking for a few people to help out on a committee to get this rolling. We are particularly looking 
for members with experience teaching woodturning to 12-18 year old non-family members, current/former 
middle & high school teachers, and those who were or are in a woodturning or woodworking club with a pro-
gram like this in place.  Please let a board member know if you are interested. 
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Thanks again to  David Lutrick for leading another excellent Sawdust Session,  and also to Russ Prior for 
providing his workshop for the event. 

 

Sawdust Session—Twisted (Off-Center) Lidded Boxes 
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Sawdust Session—Twisted (Off-Center) Lidded Boxes (continued) 
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Cracks, Voids, or Bark—Defects  or Definers with Diana Friend 

Diana has a unique approach to turning. Rather 
than many turners like Richard Raffan who visu-
alize the perfect shape that they can create 
from a piece of wood, Diana encourages the 
turner to emphasize the characteristics of the 
wood that you want to feature. The best shape 
is the one that emphasizes the features (grain, 
figure, occlusions, bark, spalting, etc) of the 

wood. Avoid the 
urge to power 
through the blank, 
take frequent 
breaks to see what 
features call to you. 
Be willing to reori-
ent the blank to im-
prove the presenta-
tion of the best fea-
tures of the wood. 
Change your speed 
to fit the blank, and 
sharpen frequently 
because bark and 
other occlusions 
will dull your tools 
quickly.  
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Diana Friend (continued) 
Diana demonstrated a tech-
nique using ties to repair cracks 
and weak points in the bowls. 
She uses a biscuit jointer, a 
bandsaw, and a Japanese saw, 
depending on the size and 
shape of the biscuits. The ties 
are applied across the flaw at a 
variety of angles, to create the 
affect she wants. She creates 
handmade biscuits from con-
trasting colors of hardwood 
and secures them using colored 
epoxy glue.  

She referenced an October 
2017 article in American Woodturner about 
Hawaiian calabash bowls that uses ties to re-
pair bowls.  

http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.woodturner.org/resource/resmgr/Journal3/AW3205-2017All.pdf?hhSearchTerms=%22calabash%22
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.woodturner.org/resource/resmgr/Journal3/AW3205-2017All.pdf?hhSearchTerms=%22calabash%22
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Excellent pictures as always from 

club photographer:  Ross Nooney 

Show and Tell from May Meeting 

Bob Sievers 

Chris Mason 
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Show and Tell from May Meeting 

Dave Lippincott 

David Lutrick 
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Show and Tell from May Meeting 

Jim Hogg 

Jim Jensen 
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Show and Tell from May Meeting 

Joel Rude 

Norm Vigus 
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Show and Tell from May Meeting 

Russ Prior 

Thor Hansen 
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Want Ads 
 

For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   
Ads will run for 3 months.  If you want items relisted you will need to notify the Newsletter Editor 

 
WANTED: I have an old Delta # 1440 I would like to repair so I could give it to my grandson, who has become 

very interested in woodturning. The pulley in the housing that expands and contracts to control how 
much speed is needed is made up of  two parts, however they have broken. I contacted a company that 
does sell old Delta replacement parts and this pulley is no longer available. second issue is the switch on 
and off control needs some repair. Delta made several different numbers using 1440 so there is not only 
one pulley assembly that may have the needed pulley. The switch may still be available but if not I proba-
bly can wire in a different one. My son and grandson have both became interested in woodturning. I gave 
one lathe to my son, now it is time to take care of my grandson. If any one has old machines or parts I 
would like to be contacted to make what ever arrangements need for these items. I am a mechanic and 
can work on most everything. Paul Velotta email is paulvelotta@comcast.net   phone # 425 623 7491     

 
For Sale: Two 55 gallon metal drums with removable lids that previously held Anchorseal. $25 each. Contact 

Steve Gary at  seattleaawt@gmail.com. All proceeds go to the club. 
 
For Sale:  Oneway 2436 with mobility package, extra banjo, 5hp motor upgrade, bed extension, and bowl 

turning extension. $5000. Contact Earl St Clair at 206-227-0386 or earl.stclair@outlook.com for more in-
formation/pictures. He also has additional tools & accessories, as well as a smaller lathe for sale. 

 
For Sale: Bowl blanks, Furniture wood, Unbreakable aluminum tool han-

dles, Chainsaw repair. Contact AJ Mearns (425) 501-0020 or aj-
17@juno.com 

 
For Sale: 1977 Olivier lathe. Was formerly used at a high school, but hasn't 

been used for 30 years. Not all the parts are operational and it needs a 
little TLC.(minor issues) I am offering it for $100 without a motor, how-
ever, a practically new motor is available, if you're interested in that. 
Paul Jackson (206)232-1613 or paulandterry4243@yahoo.com 

 
For Sale: 1442VS Jet Lathe. 42 inch bed, 14 inch bowl blank capable. 1 

horsepower 115v with variable speeds. Good condition $850 
Don Samuelson 206-226-8338  

Need Another Reason to Join the AAW? 
If you are a member, you have access to all the articles and videos that the AAW has 
produced, such as this one: 

 In her article, "Texture as an Element of Woodturning Design," from the December 
2013 issue of American Woodturnerjournal, Tania Radda explains how anyone can 
learn to recognize successful application of texture and master techniques to embel-
lish turned objects. Click here for a direct link to the article (you must already be 
logged into the AAW website). 

Jet  1442VS 

For Sale 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cfayKSXgQ-aeuifLOBVwlXPn9iacJUYcyiJk4vCRb6IIGbKtLRK8L-t39P4tUAxgfS6z2V2UbcbltIwmIEF2tWo-LvuqEFzCh4wvujZoyYK39hickUJwZlNa_3j27abiBZKhHtoxZkzZJQhE_3tmyTRz2vApVs1wWRJAUpLjQHd_OhuzvKp7CTFzCI7SspVjhqKX87O5ldo35hhMzt1f8MoRIAle5lVK&
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cfayKSXgQ-aeuifLOBVwlXPn9iacJUYcyiJk4vCRb6IIGbKtLRK8L-t39P4tUAxgfS6z2V2UbcbltIwmIEF2tWo-LvuqEFzCh4wvujZoyYK39hickUJwZlNa_3j27abiBZKhHtoxZkzZJQhE_3tmyTRz2vApVs1wWRJAUpLjQHd_OhuzvKp7CTFzCI7SspVjhqKX87O5ldo35hhMzt1f8MoRIAle5lV
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Sponsors 
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment 
to the club.  WoodCraft, Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your 
membership card.  CraftSuppliesUSA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a member 
of the Seattle Chapter, AAW. Kilngspor wll also provide a 10% discount if you are registered as a member of 
our club. 

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest invento-
ries of turning tools & supplies in the NW.  Easy off and 
on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 5963 Corson Ave 
S, Seattle 98108 

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area.  South 
Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188; 
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 
98125 

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and 
exotic hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering 
to DIYer’s and building professionals.  4100 First Ave S, 
Seattle WA 98134 

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the ware-
house surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, 
and others as well as unmatched pricing on new items 
from these brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Au-
burn, WA 98001 

https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2018 February 2018 March 2018 

2 Board Meeting 1/30 Board Meeting 2/27 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Hollowing Tools 8 Meeting: Metal Spinning 8 Lidded Box making 

    — AJ Mearns       — Lynne Hull     — Jimmie Allen  

13 Sawdust Session:  10 Sawdust Session:  New 10 Sawdust Session: Skew 

 Open Shop—Note new   Members—Mounting and  Chisels and Tops 

 location for Sawdust   Turning Bowls   

 Sessions at Russ’ shop     

April 2018 May 2018 June 2018 

3 Board Meeting 1 Board Meeting 5/29 Board Meeting 

12 Meeting: Lost Wood Turning 10 Meeting:  Cracks, Voids, or  7 Meeting: Spheres & Menhirs 

    — Art Liestman  Bark—Defects  or Definers  —Vivien Grandouiller 

14 Workshop: Lost Wood  — Diana Friend 9 Workshop: Spheres &  

     Turning — Art Liestman 12 Sawdust Session: Offcenter      Menhirs— V. Grandouiller 

 No Sawdust Session  Turning and Lidded Boxes 14- AAW National Symposium 

        17 Portland, OR 

July 2018 August 2018 September 2018 

3 Board Meeting 7/31 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

12 Meeting: Tool  / Wood 9 Meeting: Mastering the 3Ms  13 Meeting: TBD with 

 Swap plus Wood Raffle  Monkey Puzzle, Madrone &  Eric Lofstrom 

14 Sawdust Session: Top   Maple—David Lutrick 15 Workshop: Eric Lofstrom, 

     Marathon for KIDSFair! 12 Club Picnic: Farrel-      Topic TBD 

27- BAM KIDSFair  McWhirter Park, Redmond   

29   No Sawdust Session    

October 2018 November 2018 December 2018 

2 Board Meeting 10/30 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

11     Meeting: TBD 8     Meeting: TBD 13 Meeting: Holiday Party 

          

15 Sawdust Session: TBD 10 Sawdust Session: TBD  No Workshop or Sawdust 

          Session  
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Brian Flippin 
flippin.brian@gmail.com 

Vice President Secretary 

Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Treasurer Director of  
Programs 

(open) Jim Steck Director of  
Membership 

Director of  
Communications  

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Andy Firpo     
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Dan Robbins      
de_robbins@hotmail.com 

Dan Robbins      
de_robbins@hotmail.com 

Community  
Outreach 

Videographers 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Lawrence Brown      
gevarre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor  Audio 

Jim Steck Ross Nooney     
rossnooney@me.com 

Web Site Photographer 

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

George Baskett Head Wood Rat  Librarian 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Jim Hogg      
jimhogg@microsoft.com 
(425) 590-7815 

Sawdust Sessions Trailer Puller 

Cheryl and Mark McNerney 
cherylnmark@msn.com 

(open) Hospitality  Safety Officer 

(open) Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

New Members 
and Mentors 

Sealer 

A.J. Mearns 
aj-17@juno.com     

Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Facilities Setup 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: June 7th, 2018 (NOTE: This is a week earlier than usual!) 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/

