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 Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — February 2019  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 

This month our demonstrator will be our own Andy Firpo demon-
strating “Pens, from start to finish.” Andy will cover blank and kit selec-
tion and preparation considerations, review the range of kits and blanks 
available; provide examples of different pen turning hardware, and will 
create at least one pen starting from scratch and completing it during 
the club meeting. We encourage members to bring pens they have 
made for Show and Tell. 

Raleigh AAW Symposium Discount — Once again the national AAW is offering discounted 
registration ($300 instead of the regular $325) for the national convention next July in Ra-
leigh. Please let Brian Flippin know if you are interested—note that we need a minimum of 10 
club members signed up in order to qualify for the discount. 

Eric Lofstrom Demo Piece to be Auctioned—Eric Lofstrom very kindly took the demo piece 
from the October meeting home and finished it and returned it to the club. We intend to auc-
tion it at a future date to raise money for the club. Stay tuned. 

Outreach Committee — We need a volunteer (or two) to help with and help organize Com-
munity Outreach activities in 2019. We have a lot of really exciting activities planned this year 
and really need some extra hands. Please talk to Andy Firpo if you are interested. 

Demo at Rockler (Seattle store) in February—DATE CHANGED TO FEB 23 for our Seattle 
Store event—other Rockler stores may be holding the original date —We need folks to help 
at the North Seattle store event. Please signup via SignupGenius.  From the AAW:  

AAW Partners with Rockler Stores to Host "Turning 
and Learning" Sessions on February 9th 23rd 
The American Association of Woodturners (AAW), a Minnesota-based  nonprofit 
education organization, has partnered with Rockler Woodworking and Hardware 
to offer in-store "turning and learning" demonstrations in Rockler stores on Satur-
day, February 9th.  

Experienced turners from local AAW chapters will be conducting the demonstra-
tions to introduce woodturning to the community in Rockler stores.  

"AAW is thrilled to collaborate with Rockler to introduce new audiences to the 
enjoyment of woodturning," said Phil McDonald, executive director of the AAW. 
"These demonstrations are an outstanding opportunity to learn more about 
woodturning and to meet others who are interested in the craft. As a nonprofit 
whose mission is education, the AAW welcomes new turners to learn and grow 
with us and become a part of the special community that is woodturning." 
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President’s Message 

 

 The club started 2019 off with a number of great activi-

ties; solid attendance at the January meeting, great support at 

our “Bowls for Beginners” workshop at Woodcraft in Seattle, 

and two terrific Wood Rats events. See the photos of these 

events later in the newsletter.  
 

 January was my first attempt to present a topic at the 

regular monthly meeting and I would heartily recommend the experience to anyone. I learned a tre-

mendous amount preparing the presentation and even more by engaging in a dialogue with mem-

bers who asked questions and shared their experiences. A special thanks to those members who 

brought examples of their favorite finishes and shared what they have learned about finishing.  

We’re going to try and keep going with this theme—so if any of you have interesting / favorite / 

unique spindle-turned items, please bring them to the February meeting and we can all learn from 

your favorite methods, kits and approaches. 
 

 This month also brought another reason to be a member of the national AAW organization—

the February 2019 edition of American Woodturner has an article by Mike Peace about “Sanding 

with a Lubricant” that elaborates on the benefits of this technique. Mike discusses a technique for 

making an abrasive paste that I want to try.  
 

 We are discussing introducing a President's Challenge several times a year, as other clubs do. 

If you think this would be a fun project, please talk to one of the board members with your sugges-

tions.  

       

 The board will present the 2019 Chapter Budget to the membership and request a vote to ap-

prove. A copy of the budget summary will be emailed to all members before the next meeting (on 

Feb 14). Please bring any questions to the meeting next Thursday. In the future, the board will pre-

sent a financial summary and the coming year's budget for approval at the January meeting. A 

change to the by-laws will be made to reflect this new commitment.  

 

          Jim 

Registration is now open—see you in Albany, OR March 15-17, 2019.  For more information go to http://

www.oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/ 

http://www.oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/
http://www.oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/
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Notes from the Ledger 
The majority of the membership has renewed.  Please remember, that if you have not renewed your mem-

bership, you are ineligible to attend sawdust sessions, woodrats, and borrow from the library. 

There are three methods by which you may renew: 
1.    Pay in person at the monthly meeting with cash, check, or card.  Checks payable to:  Seattle 
Chapter AAW.  

2.    Mail a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW to:  Steve Gary, 17701 108th Ave SE Unit 345, Ren-

ton, WA 98055. 

3.    Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card and do not need 

a PayPal account. 

To renew on PayPal: 

1.     Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues.  Or click on this 

link (you can also copy and paste this link instead): 

 https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 

2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take you 

to PayPal.  

3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit 

Card if you do not. 

4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

If your contact information has changed, especially your phone number or email, please contact me to up-

date the membership list. 

Thank you for your continued support and best wishes for this new year. 

Steve Gary 
Treasurer, Seattle Woodturners 

Sawdust Sessions 

Topic:  Pens and/or bottle stoppers, plus embellishing small spindle work with Sorby Spiral tools and 

the Taylor Decorating Elf - led by Andy Firpo and Burt Hovander 

When:  Saturday, February 16th at 9am 

Where:  Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA  98072 

Parking:  Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building 

downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house. 

Bring:  In addition to safety equipment, turning tools, and a sack lunch (beverages are provided), please 

bring your pen kits, blanks, mandrels and other pen-making equipment, and/or bottle-stopper 

hardware and blanks. Andy will have a limited selection of pen kits and blanks, along with some 

Ruth Niles bottle stopper hardware for sale (at cost), if you don’t have your own to bring. Burt 

and Andy will both have spiral tools and elfs for people to try out.   

 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
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January Meeting—Show and Tell 

We had an excellent turnout and member participation in the show and tell and also the special topic of Fin-
ishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Ross Nooney for the 

great job on the pictures. 

Unknown 

Tom Nelson 

Steve Gary 
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January Meeting—Show and Tell (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Johanson 

Ross Nooney 

John Schrader 
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January Meeting—Show and Tell (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jose Pantoja 
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January Meeting—Show and Tell (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Velotta 

Jim Jensen 
Jim Mhyre 
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January Meeting—Show and Tell (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Samuelson 
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January Meeting—Show and Tell (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed French 

Don Mittet 
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January Meeting—Show and Tell (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana Friend 

Chuck Mapili 

Charlie Bickwell 

Bob Sievers 
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January Meeting—Jim Kief on Finishes 

There was some good info from the show and tell portion 
of the meeting. Jose shared information about the shellac 
finish that he uses. He starts with a low shellac concentra-
tion of about 40%, wipes on a coast, and then let it dry 
over night. He sands with 400 grit then adds a second coat 
of about 80% shellac, and lets it dry over night again. An-
other sanding with 600 grit, followed by another coat of 
100% concentration, and then again letting it dry over-
night. And so on, up to 1200 grit. You have to adjust the 
shellac concentration of the initial coat according to the 

type of wood; use a lower concentration with 
harder woods. Pretty complicated and time con-
suming, but he gets a great finish. I believe Jose 
uses Zinser premixed 
and then dilutes it. A 
good source of Shellac 
flakes is WellerMart. 
 
Jon Olson showed a 
clear epoxy finish he 
uses, made by System 

three in Auburn. This is a truly waterproof finish. Several other members have 
some experience using epoxies. For details go to https://www.systemthree.com/  
 

Don Mittet had a very interesting finish, a large 
cherry platter finished with Minwax Antique Oil. 
This leaves a really hard, low lustre finish with a 
great feel. Don says he likes it better than Daly's 
Profin that he has been using, because it does 
not have as much gloss. Jim felt that it looks 
similar Formby's Refinisher. 
 
And remember that Jim’s powerpoint presenta-
tion is available on the website. 

https://wellermart.com/t/shellac
https://www.systemthree.com/
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Woodcraft Bowls for Beginners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodcraft-Seattle generously donated space and lathes to support 

our first-ever Bowls for Beginners Sawdust Session in their classroom 

in Georgetown.  We had seven beginning turners, who had never 

turned a bowl. The workshop was led by Jack and Sylvia Wayne, with 

support from Steve Caldwell, Eric Cutbirth, Andy Firpo, Brian Flippin, 

Diana Friend, Burt Hovender, Steve Gary, Jim Kief, Gordon Lowell, 

Dan Robbins, Tom Street, Tim Tibbetts, and others. (Sorry If I  missed 

anyone!). Ross Nooney was behind the camera providing lots of 

great photos. Everyone had a great time, sharing their experiences 

with other turners, and talking to potential woodturners about the 

benefits of joining Seattle Woodturners. Steve Gary says we signed 

up four (4) new chapter members on Saturday!   
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Woodcraft Bowls for Beginners (continued) 
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Woodcraft Bowls for Beginners (continued) 
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Wood Rats—Madrone, Maple & Cherry 

Another excellent turnout with good participation and too much wood! Thanks to David Lutrick for this find-
ing this opportunity. Thanks also to Russ and Jim Hogg for running this event—and to all the members who 
showed up to help. And thanks to David Lutrick and Joel Rude for providing pictures of the event. 
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Wood Rats—Madrone, Maple & Cherry (continued) 
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Meet the Members 

We are a large club, with members ranging from some of our founding members (who created the club 31 
years ago) to many new members joining up each year. It’s easy to get lost in that sea of faces—so the board 
decided it would be a good idea to introduce club members to each other, so they can feel more comforta-
ble walking up to someone and starting a conversation. Very few of our members actually bite, in spite of an 
occasional growl. We will kick this off this month introducing a few of the board members and voluteers. I 
would like to invite ALL members to send me a picture and a few words for future editions so we can get to 
know each other a little better. 

 

 

Tom Street—currently serving as Member at Large #3: “I have always enjoyed 
working with wood.  I got into turning a couple of years ago and since retiring 
from Boeing I have been able to spend some time learning how.  Other wood 
projects include a garden house for my lovely wife and a couple of kayaks that 
we enjoy paddling in local waters.  Other interests include racing RC sailboats 
and cruising in my hot rod pickup.”  

 

 

 

 

David Lutrick is our current Director of Programs and has served on the 
board in that and other roles for many years. “I turn most anything, lots 
of salad bowls, vases, hollow forms and ornament finials.   I like to col-
laborate with my glass bead making daughter, Lara. I’ve been turning 
for 45 yrs.  I have 4 lathes, ranging in size from one of Bonny Kleins's 
mini-lathes  to a Oneway 2436. ” 

 

 

 

Mark and Cheryl McNerney are currently our refreshments volunteers: Cheryl: 
“I have been turning for about four years.  
I enjoy spindle turning, especially pens 
and creative handles.  I love to start with 
a raw piece of wood and discover the 
different colors and grain inside. ” Mark: 
“The picture is of plum turned on my 
Vicmarc lathe. I have been turning for 
about 4 years.  My previous life was in-
strumentation Engineering at Boeing 
flight test for 30 years.” 
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Meet the Members (continued) 

Eric Cutbirth is our current Vice President, elected for a two year term starting 
January 19. Eric grew up on a dairy farm in Idaho and his earliest recollections 
of “working with wood” was nailing fresh-from-the mill, rough cut pine lumber 
together into panels which were assembled into animal pens.  Wood work 
around the farm included mending fences; repairing sheds, barns and 
grandma’s house; and building new sheds and barns. In high school wood shop 
Eric produced a mid-century style coffee table in black walnut with tapered 
turned legs – his first experience with a lathe and turning tools.  The infatuation 
with wood turning began  .  .  .  . 

College led to a career in civil engineering, project management and program 
management. About half Eric’s career was involved with airports – across the 
United States and overseas. His work took him to Anchorage for a couple of 
years where he was a member of the AAW chapter there. He visited the Chica-
go chapter meetings and events while working there. He retired late in 2014.  Lathes and turning were in 
mind during Eric’s working years, but “flat work” (book shelves, boxes filled with blocks for kids and grand-
kids, etc.) were in demand. 

Eric acquired his first lathe (an old Delta/Rockwell with mechanically variable speed control) about 1999 and 
embarked on the journey of turning and learning.  Captain Jack’s introduction to bowl turning at Woodcraft, 
about 2001 was an important point in Eric’s turning journey – bowls have consumed most of his interest and 
time since then.  Seattle Chapter members assisted Jack with that class all those years ago, and they invited 
Eric to join the club.  He did.  And soon after that he joined national AAW too, the magazine is worth the 
dues, and the on-line resources are exceptionally helpful with insights about problems and solutions.  The old 
Delta/Rockwell lathe went to an Anchorage club member when Eric moved his home to Renton Highlands 
and commuted to work at Chicago’s O’Hare airport for about 18 months.  Since then an old (blue paint) JET 
12-36 mechanically variable speed lathe and an Oneway 2436 have become the focus of his garage work-
shop.  

 

Tim Tibbetts is our current Direction of Communications 
and Newsletter Editor. Tim started turning around the age 
of 6. His first lathe is shown below.  Then there was a hia-
tus of a few decades, when he did other things, including 
glass blowing. When his glass studio moved out of the area 
back around 2013, he got back into turning, starting with 
pens and then moving on to pretty much anything he  saw 
demoed. Needless to say, the Seattle Woodturners were a 
huge influence and educational experience for him. Right 
now, he is 
working on 
building an 
MDF Rose En-

gine, because he decided he didn’t have enough other unfinished 
projects in his shop.  



 

Page 19 

Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

Ads will run for 3 months.  If you want items relisted you will need to notify the Newsletter Editor 
 
 

For sale:  Nova chuck with the following pieces: Nova Super chuck, Wrench for tightening, loosening, 25 MM 
jaws, 50 MM jaws, 100 MM jaws, pin jaws, Threaded Screw Center, 1 x 8 adapter  175.00 
Rigid 19" compound Miter Saw (not sliding) With new (Diablo) Blade (used infrequently) - $100.00 
Contact Corey Markus at (206)734-5988 Home most days   

 
For sale: JET lathe 1221VS.... fairly new .....low miles.   Great shape.  $675.00.  Michael Lyle.   253 279 0970 

Sponsors 
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment 
to the club.  WoodCraft, Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your 
membership card.  Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a mem-
ber of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a 10% discount if you are registered as a member 
of our club. 

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest invento-
ries of turning tools & supplies in the NW.  Easy off and 
on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 5963 Corson Ave 
S, Seattle 98108 

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area.  South 
Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188; 
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 
98125 

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and 
exotic hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering 
to DIYer’s and building professionals.  4100 First Ave S, 
Seattle WA 98134 

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the ware-
house surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, 
and others as well as unmatched pricing on new items 
from these brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Au-
burn, WA 98001 

https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2019 February 2019 March 2019 

3 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 

10 Meeting: Jim Kief—Finishes 14 Meeting: Andy Firpo—Pens 14 Meeting: Anne Briggs  - TBD 

     16 Sawdust Session:  Pens,      

12 Sawdust Session:  Bowls  Stoppers & Embellishment 16 Sawdust Session:  TBD 

 For Beginners at Woodcraft 23  Demo at Seattle Rockler   

      

                  

April 2019 May 2019 June 2019 

2 Board Meeting 4/30 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Sharon Doughtie  9 Meeting: Tom Henscheid  13 Meeting: TBD 

    - TBD     - TBD      

12 Workshop with Sharon:   11 Sawdust Session:  TBD 15- Workshops with  

 Subject: Knotwork   16 Ashley Harwood 

     Subjects: TBD 

                  

July 2019 August 2019 September 2019 

2 Board Meeting 7/30 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: TBD 8 Meeting: TBD 12 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom 

               

13 Sawdust Session:  TBD  No Sawdust Session 14- Workshops with  

    15 Eric Lofstrom 

     Subjects: TBD 

                  

October 2019 November 2019 December 2019 

1 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

10 Meeting: TBD 14 Meeting: TBD 12 Meeting: Christmas Party 

               

12 Sawdust Session:  TBD 16 Sawdust Session:  TBD  No Sawdust Session 
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

Vice President Eric Cutbirth 
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com  

Secretary Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Treasurer Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Director of  
Membership 

Brian Flippin 
flippin.brian@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Earl Bartell  

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Tom Street  
tom.f.street@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Andy Firpo     
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Wood Rat  Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Audio 
And 
Video  

Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Tim Tibbetts 

tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Web Site Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney     
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Cheryl and Mark McNerney 
cherylnmark@msn.com 

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian George Baskett Sealer Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Inventory Control (open) Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turn-
ing (Wit) Rep 

(open) 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: February 14th, 2019 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/

