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 Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — March 2019  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 

This month our demonstrator will be Anne Briggs.  Anne 
(as in “Annie”) is a 30 year old woodworker, farmer, and 
sometimes blacksmith living just outside Seattle. She 
has built a business around making educational content 
based on her various furniture and farming projects, 
and has become very well connected within both com-
munities through social media outlets like Instagram 
and Youtube. She's had articles published in Popular 
Woodworking magazine, Furniture & Cabinetmaking 
Magazine, and Wood Magazine. She teaches wood-

working and social media marketing classes all over the world, with an emphasis on empowering 
women to get into the shop and learn to proficiently use tools and build beautiful things. In this talk, 
Anne will cover her woodworking background, the story of how several failed business ventures led 
her to her current endeavors, and how she's used Social Media not only to share her own work and 
build her business, but also to find an incredibly supportive community of other makers.  

In the second portion of the meeting, Anne will give tips and tricks on how to use Social Media to 
share your own work and build community with other local makers with shared interests. If you are 
interested in sharing or seeing others' work, please download the Instagram app to your phone or 

device and create an account prior to the meeting, and please come with 
plenty of questions for Anne!  Find out more details about Anne at her web-
site, Anne of All Trades. 

All-day Hands-On Workshop with Sha-
ron Doughtie - will be on Friday, April 
12. Cost is $100. Signup will be via Sig-
nUpGenius. More details later in the 
newsletter. 

Wood Rats in the News! - See article lat-
er in newsletter. 

Wood Raffle and Cherry Burl Silent Auc-
tion—come to the next meeting for the 
opportunity to get a lot of wood ! In ad-
dition to the raffle, we will be holding a 
silent auction for a couple pieces of 
fresh, beautiful cherry burl. 
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President’s Message 

 

After suffering through these record-setting February snows, 

I’m sure we are all looking forward to getting back to regular 

rainy Northwest weather. One fringe benefit of the snow and 

ice was an avalanche of Wood Rat opportunities, ranging from 

a massive oak tree, to black locust, to laburnum, down to or-

namental cherry trees. There will likely be lots of green wood 

at the next Wood Raffle, so bring lots of cash to the March 

meeting.  
 

We got some nice publicity from an article about a Wood Rats event that was published in the 

Shoreline Area News (a neighborhood blog). Plus we posted notices on several neighborhood bulle-

tin boards like Nextdoor that generated a flood of leads about donated wood. Is there a similar 

neighborhood news site in your neighborhood that we could reach out to? A Facebook site? Local 

newspaper?  
 

Though our regular February meeting and sawdust sessions were cancelled due to the inclement 

weather, I hope you all were able to take time from shoveling snow to work in your shops. Personal-

ly, I was able to get to finishing a bunch of bowls that have been drying for some time.   
 

We are planning to run the demo and Sawdust Session originally planned for February in May. The 

demo will feature Andy Firpo showing how to make pens from start to finish. The Sawdust Session 

will cover pens along with other small items. 
 

Our Demo Day at the Rockler store in Seattle was moved to February 23 due to the weather. The 

turn-out was not as great as we expected, but the people who made the effort to show up were re-

ally interested in woodturning and using the Seattle Woodturners as a resource to help them im-

prove their skills.  
 

We had planned to present the 2019 budget at the February general meeting, which was cancelled 

due to weather. We will try again at the March meeting. See the Notes from the Ledger column for a 

preview of the budget. Please ask a board member if you have questions.  
 

          Jim 

No Sawdust Session in March due to conflict with the Oregon Woodturning Symposium. 

Sawdust Sessions 

February Meeting—Show and Tell 
No Show and Tell from February since the meeting was canceled due to snow. 
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Notes from the Ledger 

I will be going to the Oregon Woodturning Symposium.  Therefore, Brian Flippin, the director of membership, 

has kindly volunteered to step in for me at the March meeting.  He will be collecting dues, along with selling 

new memberships and green wood sealer.  Our Vice President, Eric Cutbirth, will be presenting our 2019 

budget (see below for a preview).  

           Steve 

Mike Mahoney at Northwest Washington Woodturners  

There are still spaces available in Mike Mahoney’s demo on Saturday March 23rd for 

$55, as well as in the hands-on "Calabash bowls" class scheduled for Sunday, March 

24th. The cost for attending and participating in the class is $125.00 US.  To be covered 

by insurance, the person would have to be a NWWT or AAW member. Details here.  

http://www.nwwwt.org/mike-mahoney-all-day-demo/
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Bellevue Art Museum  

Woodturning Exhibit - June, July, August  

 Seattle Woodturners will be exhibiting at the Bellevue Art Museum again this summer. This is a great 
opportunity to showcase your work during the summer art fairs. We will be soliciting submissions in early 
April. If you have a special piece of wood or project that you have been saving for just the right opportunity, 
you still have time to get it ready.  

 We are planning an active exhibition this summer with sidewalk demonstrations, a human powered 
lathe, and other engaging activities to draw people into our exhibition.  
 

KIDSFair - July 26, 27 & 28  

 KIDSFair is also right around the corner — and we are looking for folks to help out at this great 
event—we are particularly in need of someone to lead the preparation, as well as folks to turn tops ahead of 
time, and run the lathes and decorating stations at the exhibit. Please talk to a board member if you can help. 

A Request for Assistance from Les Dawson 
 Many of you know Les Dawson, one of our long-term members and major supporter of the club. Les 
recently relocated to Montana, where there is a dearth of wood turning activities available.  Les is working 
with local groups and community leaders to provide a youth woodturning opportunity in the area. He is in 
the process of setting up a woodturning facility in the local Boys & Girls club, which is providing shop space. 
Seattle Woodturners has agreed to donate our surplus Delta MIDI lathe (replaced by a new Jet 1221VS) to 
help out Les and the kids. Les could also use any tools, chucks—even excess wood—that you don’t need any 
more (As Les said, the only wood available out there seems to be pine, pine and more pine). If you can help, 
please contact our treasurer Steve Gary, who will be delivering our lathe to Les.  

SignUpGenius 

 In January we started using SignUpGenius for sawdust sessions, workshops, or other special events 
with limited positions available.   

There are several reasons we started this trial: 

1.  To help us gauge the interest in a particular subject being presented.  If we have too few sign ups, we 
can cancel the event, or change the topic, and prevent a demonstrator from putting forth all the work and 
effort and having no one show up (this happened last fall).   

2.  To give members that have trouble getting to meetings easier access to signing up. 

3.  SignUpGenius also allows people signing up to cancel their sign up should they later find a conflict in 
their schedule.   

4.  By clicking on the link you receive for SignUpGenius, you can see if there are any more spots available, 
and who else has signed up 24/7.  It is a good idea to save the link in case you later decide to sign up. 

5.  A reminder email will be sent to sign ups several days before the event.  This acts as a reminder and 
allows time to fill the slot from the wait list if there is a conflict. 

 The ads that pop up when you follow the link to SignUpGenius are annoying.  We are using the free 

version during this trial period.  We may decide to go to the paid version later which has no ads. We invite 

your comments about this trial.  Please let a board member know your thoughts on the subject. 
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Sharon Doughtie Hands-On Workshop Coming in April 
 

On April 11, Hawaiian turner/artist Sharon Doughtie will give the demonstration.  
During the meeting demo, you may want to follow along and practice drawing knot 
designs as Sharon explains them.  Bring a clipboard or notebook and plain or graph 
style sketch paper, a pencil and a LARGE eraser. 
 
The next day, Friday, April 12, she will lead an all-day workshop at Russ Prior’s shop. 
Sharon’s workshop will feature knotwork design in the morning and embellished 
bowls in the afternoon.  You will need a woodburner with a spear-point round-heel 
pen and a writing tip pen. Bring good task lighting if you can. If you have a flexshaft 
tool with hand piece and hanger or a micromotor kit, they will be useful for the 

workshop.  See the email announcing this workshop 
for more details and pictures of exactly what you 
need to bring.  If you have one or more 
of these items and cannot attend the 
workshop, please consider loaning them 
to a fellow member for use at the work-
shop.  Attendees should also plan to 
bring one or two of their own bowls of 
simple design to embellish.  More details 
will be sent to those who signup. 
 

 Sharon has been turning full-time since 1998 and has gained a following 
for her work featuring organic forms, knotbowls, spiral bowls and tall 
vessels.  Her current work incorporates designs based on freeform Celtic knots and explores how the curving, 
undulating patterns can cross cultures, look like something from nature or illustrate an emotion. The knot-
work has evolved so the designs drift across the pieces and flow over the edges. She uses simple bowl 
shapes, which have been dyed and textured, as back drops on which to weave the designs. 
 
Sharon has been an instructor at Arrowmont and has demonstrated at National AAW symposia and several 
local chapters.  Check out her art at:  
 
https://www.sharondoughtie.com/, http://www.beatricewood.com/artists/doughtie.html, 
https://www.woodsymphony.com/sharon-doughtie, and  https://www.instagram.com/sharondoughtie/.  
 
Signup will be via SignUpGenius, or email to David Lutrick, with payment made at the April meeting. 

Registration is now open—see you in Albany, OR March 15-17, 2019.  For more information go to http://

www.oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/ 

https://www.sharondoughtie.com/
http://www.beatricewood.com/artists/doughtie.html
https://www.woodsymphony.com/sharon-doughtie
https://www.instagram.com/sharondoughtie/
http://www.oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/
http://www.oregonwoodturningsymposium.com/
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Rockler—AAW Event 

 

The AAW is partnering with various vendors to increase interest in woodturning. 

This past month, they scheduled nationwide demonstrations where local clubs 

paired up with their local Rockler stores. Our club participated at the Seattle 

Rockler store on February 23rd.  

Wood Rats  
February 2019 – A Month for the Ages 

After a nearly 6-month dry spell, the Wood Rats’ fortunes changed in late January 2019 with a long-planned 
pick of birch on Queen Anne Hill in Seattle. That event was attended by nine members who got some really 
nicely colored and big birch. Out of the blue in early February, word was received that the South Bellevue 
Unitarian Church had just cut a ton of wood—a huge maple, several madrones, and one stem of Bitter Cher-
ry, which is native to the Pacific NW. Then the snow came. Lots of snow. It took a couple weeks but with a 
sudden rain-on-snow event, a lot of trees were uprooted or otherwise damaged. Since then it’s been non-
stop Wood Rats activity. From mid-February to the end of the month, no less than 22 inquiries were fielded 
by the Wood Rats. At the time this newsletter is published, 4 consecutive weekends have seen a gathering of 
wood junkies. The first was a big oak tree (the consensus is that it is Pin Oak, a variety of red oak), next to 
follow was a laburnum in Redmond that, although not much wood was big for laburnum. That pick was fol-
lowed by a gigantic plum tree in Everett, which yielded very large and gorgeously colored wood. Two Black 
Locust logs in South Seattle are scheduled to round out this onslaught of wood. There still remains another 
plum (smaller than the Everett tree), six cherry trees of varying interest, and an apple tree in Lake Forest 
Park. Suffice it to say that February 2019 will go into the history books with a huge volume of unusual wood 
available.  
          Russ 

Thanks to Earl Bartell and Jim 

Kief for the pictures. 
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Wood Rats (continued) 

Shoreline Area News ran an article about our Wood Rats project to salvage an oak tree for a Lake 
Forest Park homeowner. Several other homeowners in the area mentioned the article when they 
contacted the chapter to donate trees. Great publicity, great community service, and an exceptional-
ly well-managed Wood Rats event.  

Thanks to Earl Bartell and Stina Rude 

for the pictures of the plum roundup! 

https://www.shorelineareanews.com/search?q=seattle+woodturners&fbclid=IwAR23AeW3xn7GpccIu1ddqTBcHWaoLrwLRlBMKSbiTAdJDMXweKzvB71HTZs
https://www.shorelineareanews.com/search?q=seattle+woodturners&fbclid=IwAR23AeW3xn7GpccIu1ddqTBcHWaoLrwLRlBMKSbiTAdJDMXweKzvB71HTZs
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Meet the Members—Round 2 

We are a large club, with members ranging from some of our founding members (who created the club 31 
years ago) to many new members joining up each year. It’s easy to get lost in that sea of faces—so the board 
decided it would be a good idea to introduce club members to each other, so they can feel more comforta-
ble walking up to someone and starting a conversation. Very few of our members actually bite, in spite of an 
occasional growl. We will kick this off this month introducing a few of the board members and voluteers. I 
would like to invite ALL members to send me a picture and a few words for future editions so we can get to 
know each other a little better. 

Andy Firpo is currently one our of Members at Large. From Andy: “Like 
many of us, my first experience turning was in wood shop back in jr. high 
school (1973). Fast-forward 34 years to 2007, when I bought my first lathe, 
a General Maxi-Lathe VS+ from Sumner Woodworking. Great lathe for what 
it was, spent 6mo “teaching myself how to turn” buy reading books and 
trying to practice what I read, by myself. A coworker gave me a round of fir 
that weighed half of what the lathe itself weighed. I knew enough to turn 
the lathe on at it’s lowest speed - 300rpm - and was extraordinarily lucky 
that the lathe walked itself far enough from the bench to pull the plug.  

12 years later, I’m on my third “big” lathe (a 3520C, my second 3520), have 
learned enough about woodworking safety to do safety demonstrations at 
3 local clubs, have served on two AAW club boards (currently serving on this club’s board), have been teach-
ing intro to turning to coworkers and friends for the last 5 years - and am willing to stand up in front of the 
whole club and see what happens. I mostly turn bowls, but for the last year have been turning a whole range 
of smaller, mostly spindle projects: pens, pepper mills, French-style rolling pins, magic wands, spurtles, shawl 
pins and rings, Xmas ornaments, chopsticks - oh, and I still turn the occasional bowl.” 

Andy will be our May demonstrator, doing the “Pens” demo that was originally scheduled for February. 

 

 

 

Steve Gary is our current treasurer. From Steve: “I first turned in junior high 
and then again in college.  I have made my living for the past 35 years as a 
woodworker.  The first 5 years making custom cabinets and the remainder as a 
patternmaker (patterns used by the tooling foundries to make sand castings). 
My passion has always been making things and the design process.  I enjoy 
turning bowls, hollow forms, flowers, and bells.  I also enjoy volunteering to 
give back to organizations that I believe in.” 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

Ads will run for 3 months.  If you want items relisted you will need to notify the Newsletter Editor 
 
 

For sale:  Nova chuck with the following pieces: Nova Super chuck, Wrench for tightening, loosening, 25 MM 
jaws, 50 MM jaws, 100 MM jaws, pin jaws, Threaded Screw Center, 1 x 8 adapter  175.00 
Rigid 19" compound Miter Saw (not sliding) With new (Diablo) Blade (used infrequently) - $100.00 
Contact Corey Markus at (206)734-5988 Home most days   

Sponsors 
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide the gift certificates and donate equipment 
to the club.  WoodCraft, Rockler, and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your 
membership card.  Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abrasive if you identify yourself as a mem-
ber of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a 10% discount if you are registered as a member 
of our club. 

Woodcraft Seattle features one of the largest invento-
ries of turning tools & supplies in the NW.  Easy off and 
on I-5 at Exit 162 (“Corson/Michigan”). 5963 Corson Ave 
S, Seattle 98108 

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area.  South 
Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188; 
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA 
98125 

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and 
exotic hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering 
to DIYer’s and building professionals.  4100 First Ave S, 
Seattle WA 98134 

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the ware-
house surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, 
and others as well as unmatched pricing on new items 
from these brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Au-
burn, WA 98001 

https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.woodcraft.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/


 

Page 10 

Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2019 February 2019 March 2019 

3 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 

10 Meeting: Jim Kief—Finishes 14 Meeting: Andy Firpo—Pens 14 Meeting: Anne Briggs  - TBD 

     16 Sawdust Session:  Pens,      

12 Sawdust Session:  Bowls  Stoppers & Embellishment 16 Sawdust Session:  TBD 

 For Beginners at Woodcraft 23  Demo at Seattle Rockler   

      

                  

April 2019 May 2019 June 2019 

2 Board Meeting 4/30 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Sharon Doughtie  9 Meeting: Andy Firpo 13 Meeting: Tom Henscheid  

    - TBD     - Pens     - TBD 

12 Workshop with Sharon:   11 Sawdust Session:  Pens &  15- Workshops with  

 Subject: Knotwork  Other Small Stuff 16 Ashley Harwood 

     Subjects: TBD 

                  

July 2019 August 2019 September 2019 

2 Board Meeting 7/30 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Tool swap and 8 Meeting: TBD 12 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom 

    Mini-Symposium           

13 Sawdust Session:  TBD  No Sawdust Session 14- Workshops with  

    15 Eric Lofstrom 

     Subjects: TBD 

                  

October 2019 November 2019 December 2019 

1 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

10 Meeting: TBD 14 Meeting: TBD 12 Meeting: Christmas Party 

               

12 Sawdust Session:  TBD 16 Sawdust Session:  TBD  No Sawdust Session 
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

Vice President Eric Cutbirth 
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com  

Secretary Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Treasurer Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Director of  
Membership 

Brian Flippin 
flippin.brian@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com  

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Tom Street  
tom.f.street@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Andy Firpo     
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Wood Rat  Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Audio 
And 
Video  

Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Tim Tibbetts 

tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Web Site Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney     
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Cheryl and Mark McNerney 
cherylnmark@msn.com 

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian George Baskett Sealer Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
tom.f.street@gmail.com 

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turn-
ing (Wit) Rep 

(open) 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: March 14th, 2019 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/

