Fine Turnings

Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — June 2019
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners

Our June demonstrator is Tom Henscheid. See more details later in the newsletter.
Refreshments Volunteer Needed - No volunteers means NO REFRESHMENTS. Contact Earl
Bartell (earlturns@aol.com) if you can help.
No Spring Burl Event - unfortunately, the burl event at Dave Schweitzer’s has been canceled.
However, stay tuned for a FALL burl event.
July Tool Swap and Top Turning Extravaganza - Our July meeting is your chance to turn all
those unused tools into cash (or swap them for other tools). Bring in items you want to get rid
of (and be prepared to take payment, etc. - this is strictly individual-to-individual transactions). We will also have several lathes setup for turning tops, and possibly some competition
to see who can turn the fastest, the smallest, the most, etc.
Tops! And BAM Volunteers - Top making is underway for BAM KIDSFair—make a few and
bring them in for prizes! See Burt Hovander for more details, including the possibility of a topmaking session in Burt’s shop - he’s already hosted two very successful sessions! We also will
need folks to help out on the day - see Jim Kief or Earl Bartell to sign up.
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Ashley Harwood Workshops - Contact David Lutrick to get on the
waiting lists in case of last-minute cancellations.
Treasurer - Looking to help the club? How about signing up to be treasurer next year? Steve Gary is looking for someone to take over when his
term is up in December - if you are interested, please see Steve.
Director of Programs - If being Treasurer is not your thing, how would
you like to guide the future of the club regarding demos, workshops and
sawdust sessions? David Lutrick is looking for someone to take over
when his term is done in December - and he would love to help someone start getting up to speed early. See David for more details .
Club Fun Challenge - see a description later in the newsletter.
Bylaws Vote - Changes were made to the chapter by-laws in April, but
we failed to ask for member approval. Please review the summary in the
April newsletter; the full version is on the website. A voice vote for approval will be taken at the June meeting.
Art East Gallery Opportunity - Club members will have the opportunity
to submit works for display (and purchase) at the Art East Gallery in Issaquah this fall - more details later in the newsletter.
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President’s Message
The Seattle Woodturners exhibit is opening at the Bellevue Art
Museum on June 7, 2019. Fifteen members have their pieces
on display in the Community Education Gallery (CEG). The gallery is located at the Museum entrance, on the ground floor
next to the gift shop. Gallery admission is free, encourage
friends and family to stop by to take a look. Our exhibit is
timed to overlap the Bellevue Festival of the Arts, so there
should be lots of foot traffic to see the exhibit. Thanks to everyone who helped put this exhibit together.
The exhibit theme is education and the exhibit includes a hands-on display showing the steps involved in salvaging a tree and making a bowl. The human powered lathe built by Mike Hughes and
AJ Mearns will be on display, recognizing the long and colorful history of woodturning.
And now a safety message….
With all the Wood Rats activities this year, and several turners working with green wood for the first
time, it seems an appropriate time to make a plug for safety in the field and in the shop. Because of
the large number of people attending the Wood Rat sessions, Head Wood Rat Russ Prior has instituted a new site safety policy, and is appointing a site safety person who is assigned the task of watching all the activity on the site, keeping folks away from the saws, and making sure everyone is working safely.
The same cautions apply when you get the green wood to your shop. Many of us will use an electric
chainsaw in the shop, because is smaller, lighter, and quieter. The same chainsaw safety rules apply
when using an electric chainsaw. In addition, some electric chainsaws do not have kick-back protection, so be sure not to touch the tip of the blade to your work piece.
Pieces being cut to size need to be braced and secured when sawing, especially when they are wet
and heavy. I use a jig to hold logs securely on edge when slicing with the chainsaw. Always have
something under the piece to protect the chain. Concrete will murder your chain!
On the bandsaw, I like to use a pivot jig idea I got from David Lutrick. It helps hold heavy, wet wood
securely, and allows you to cut at an angle, removing waste from the blank, making it easier to turn.
When you get the wet blanks on the lathe, remember to use the tail stock for extra support, and always, always, wear a face shield!
All this free wood has been a blessing. Enjoy it, and turn safely.

Jim
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Notes from the Ledger
Klingspor Sign Ups: The names and contact info for those of you that signed up for the Klingspor Woodworking Shop discounts have been forwarded to Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop. You should be able to
contact them and complete the sign up process and order by calling 1-800-228-0000 or going online to:
https://www.woodworkingshop.com/ Please note, if you go to Klingspor.com, you will be at the Klingspor wholesale site (a separate company) and will not find the products or quantities you are looking for.
Steve
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Sawdust Sessions
No Sawdust Session in June due to Ashley Harwood workshops on June 15 & 16.

Club Fun Challenge
Everyone loves a challenge and everyone likes to have fun!
Since we have fun creating challenges for ourselves every time we step up to the lathe, we thought it would
be fun to begin a series of club challenges. From time to time when we can fit it into the agenda of our
monthly meetings, we are going to issue a challenge of some sort to all the members. This will involve everyone creating something on the lathe and bringing it to the next meeting. We want everyone to participate so
the challenges will be things that all skill levels will feel comfortable taking on. We might give out some prizes or we might not. After all, this is about having fun and we don’t want it to turn into something that is
overly serious. Note that we will still have a regular Show and Tell at every meeting, so you aren’t limited to
ONLY bringing a challenge item.
Your first challenge starts this month.
Your challenge is to make something on the lathe from a 36” length of a construction 2X4 that can be bought
at Lowes or Home Depot. Note that there are not a lot of rules. Use your imagination to come up with
something interesting. Bring it to the July meeting where we will have a table set up to see what everyone
came up with.
PS: We need someone that would like to help run this event. It is certainly not a lot of work since we will
only do it a few times a year. If you are even remotely interested please talk to one of the Board members.
It’s a VERY easy way to give a little back to the club.

Saburrtooth Burrs from Sharon Doughtie
Sharon Doughtie is a distributor for the Saburrtooth burrs she uses for carving, as demonstrated at her hands-on workshop a couple months ago. Her prices are very competitive and include a
club discount. See Eric Cutbirth if you are interested, and to get a
copy of the list of burrs available. We will have a signup at the July
Tool Swap where you can place an order and pay for it.
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June Demonstrator—Tom Henscheid
Tom says: “I grew up a farm boy in Idaho. I got my BFA from Boise
State in 1976 with a focus on Printmaking. I worked as a metal fabricator in Todd’s Shipyard, was a magazine photographer for EH Publications, worked as a general contractor, cabinetmaker, and custom furniture builder. Then I moved into fine furniture and architectural detailing and wood finishing consulting, and started teaching. I’ve taught
wood finishes, furniture building, restoration, metal finishes and patinas, woodturning and more. I’ve been with Pratt since 2014 teaching in the sculpture and woodworking departments.”
Tom’s demonstration topic is “Off the Wall” where he’ll be demonstrating / discussing
some unusual approaches to solving problems / addressing opportunities in the shop.

Seattle Woodturners and ArtEast
Turned Wood Art Exhibition and Sale
The Seattle Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners and the ArtEast Art Center in Issaquah are
announcing a joint exhibition of turned wood art, to be held at the ArtEast gallery in the Fall of 2019. The upcoming exhibition will be a chance for wood artists to sell their work in an exhibition with other wood artists.
Turners would get the ArtEast exhibition artists’ 65% share of sales and the two organizations would split the
35% commission and both will support promotion of the exhibition. Multiple entries would be allowed for a
turner to replace displayed items that sell. There will be a selection process that will insure the high standards of artistic and technical merit at the ArtEast gallery are maintained. Entries will be on-line requiring high
quality images of work to be submitted. Details of how to submit your entry and prepare pieces for the exhibition will be distributed in the near future.
Seattle Woodturners are soliciting an expression of interest from our Chapter members. If you are likely to
enter some of your work in the exhibition, please let David Lutrick or Jim Kief know. If we cannot foresee filling the available exhibition space with only our members’ work, we will open the exhibition to other area
wood turning artists. We will make a decision to open the exhibit to others by July 1. Please take this opportunity to gain exposure for your best work alongside other wood artists.

Women in Turning (WIT) Exchange 2019
September 5-7, 2019 - Arrowmont Arts and Crafts School, Gatlinburg, TN
Join WIT for a three-day immersion into the creative process. Each day will be a new opportunity to work and
get to know others in small collaborative teams. You'll work in a fun-filled and fast-paced exploration of designing and creating a piece based on randomly generated word pairs using a variety of techniques including,
but not limited to woodturning, pyrography, carving, and painting. Learn more and/or register.
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Shop Tip—Jig for Finishing the Bottoms of Various Items
Earl Bartell
I have been asked to share my version of a jig for finishing the bottoms of hollow forms, closed forms and
natural edge bowls. I started with a blank of very hard wood, and turned a spigot that would be held in my 4jaw chuck. I purchased a length of three-quarter inch all thread and a stop collar to fit. You could also use
two three-quarter inch nuts. I drilled a three-quarter inch hole in my blank and epoxied a 12-inch long piece
of the all thread into that. I mounted the blank with the all thread and the fresh epoxy on the lathe and used
the tailstock to center the all thread until after the epoxy had set. After that I made several tapered forms of
various sizes with a three-quarter inch hole through the center to mount on the all thread. The shape of the
forms that you can make are
endless. I then used contact
cement to fasten some
drawer liner material to the
tapered forms for padding
and gripping power to turn
the piece to be worked on.
By keeping the end of the all
thread within the tapered
form you do not have to put
padding on the end of the
all thread. You can of course
turn a form that will fit over
the end of the all thread and
support the piece from the
bottom. I can then put my
work on the jig, bring up the
tailstock, bring up the tapered form to the mouth of
the piece and hold that in
place with the stop collar.

BAM KIDSFair July 26, 27, 28, 2019
The BAM KIDSFair is rapidly approaching. Many of you have been busy making tops, and it is time to sign-up
for the the KIDSFair event. Reserve your time(s) early! We need members (and families) to demonstrate turning tops (or other small items), staff the hand lathes where kids color tops, and help with set up and tear
down.
A sign-up sheet will be passed around at the June meeting. If you are not going to be able to come to the
June meeting contact Earl Bartell (earlturns@aol.com), or Jim Kief (jimkief67@gmail.com) to reserve your
spot.
As at past events, members are encouraged to bring samples of their work to show to parents and kids while
they wait in line at the tops coloring stations. In addition, this year Seattle Woodturners will be exhibiting
in the Community Education Gallery, which is open, and free of charge.
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May Meeting—Show and Tell
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Barry Roitblat

Don Mittet

Gary Clarke

Sylvia Wayne

Page 6

May Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

Bob Sievers

Jose Pantoja
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May Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)
Don Schuy
Jack Wayne

Dan Schuy

Dan Schuy
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May Meeting—Andy Firpo
Our May demonstrator was our own Andy Firpo who discussed and demonstrated pen-making. He covered these topics:
Prep the blanks: Compson click pen (single tube, Penn State Industries)
Turn the blanks – don’t cut into the bushings
Finish the blanks
Assemble the pen
Considerations
Many, many, many, many different component sets available
Suppliers
Types (Ballpoint, Rollerball, Fountain, Pencils)
Mechanisms: Twist, click, various gizmo/gadget component sets
(firearms-like mechanisms, fire hose, gear shift, tank, etc.)
Relationship between refill type and tube/drill size
Complexity
Platings
Types
Costs
Tradeoffs
Different kit styles
Kitless

He provided samples using a variety of materials and discussed their pros
and cons. Some of the tricks and secrets he shared include:
1) When using transparent/translucent non-wood materials, paint your
brass tubes in a color that complements the blank, so you don’t see
the brass shining through.
2) Always cut the blanks a little longer than you need in case you
get chip out when drilling - extra length allows you to clean
the blanks up after drilling.
3) Epoxy provides a more reliable bond between the blank and
the tube than CA. Always rough up the brass tube with sandpaper for better adhesion.
4) Drill the blank slowly, to avoid overheating/cracking. Clear the
chips regularly.
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May Meeting (continued)
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Sawdust Session
Andy and Burt led a well-attended and appreciated sawdust session turning pens,
tops and other small items.
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Woodrats
The Wood Rats continue to be very active. Thanks to
Russ for coordinating, and the help from other members to spot potential wood sources and back stop
Russ. Here are a couple photos from the June 2 Apricot pick.

Meet the Members—Round 4
Hi. My name is Earl Bartell. I am on the board of directors for the club as Member at Large position 2. I first
joined the Seattle Woodturners around 1994. I served as president for three years in the late 90s and on the
board subsequently. I have taught woodturning at Woodcraft Supply, Rockler Woodworking, and in my own
shop. After a 13 year hiatus where I was unable to attend club meetings and functions, I have been able to re
-join the club and take part in club activities. I am so pleased to be a part of our club again. I hope to continue
to serve our membership and also grow in my woodturning experience. There are many people in the club
that I am not familiar with, so when you see me at a meeting or a club function please step up and introduce
yourself.
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
For sale: Colwood Cub Woodburner
with variable heat control for sale.
One writing pen included. $50. 18,000
btu propane shop heater $50. Contact Earl Bartell @ 206-713-3390 or
earlturns@aol.com

For sale: McNaughton Center Saver-Mark 8 Standard System-core bowls
up to 15” diameter. Includes everything shown. Added to this set is
a brand new Jumbo Medium blade that will core to a larger diameter. $250.00 Steve Gary, 206-498-8396, or seattleaawt@gmail.com

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club. Rockler and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your membership card. Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abrasives if you identify
yourself as a member of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor
will also provide a 10% discount if you are registered with
them as a member of our club. Dusty strings provides us
with free wood for our KIDSFair tops.

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. South
Seattle - 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA 98188;
North Seattle - 832 NE Northgate Way, Seattle WA
98125
Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and
exotic hardwood suppliers in the Seattle area catering
to DIYer’s and building professionals. 4100 First Ave S,
Seattle WA 98134
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax,
and others as well as unmatched pricing on new items
from these brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA 98001
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Seattle AAW Calendar
January 2019
3 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Jim Kief—Finishes

February 2019
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Andy Firpo—Pens

March 2019
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Anne Briggs - TBD

16 Sawdust Session: Pens,
12 Sawdust Session: Bowls
For Beginners at Woodcraft

April 2019
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Sharon Doughtie
- Embellished Bowls &
Celtic Knotwork
12 Workshop with Sharon:

Stoppers & Embellishment

16 Sawdust Session: TBD

23 Demo at Seattle Rockler

May 2019
4/30 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: Andy Firpo
- Pens
11 Sawdust Session: Pens &
Other Small Stuff

Subject: Knotwork

June 2019
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: Tom Henscheid
- Off the Wall
15- Workshops with
16 Ashley Harwood
Subjects: The Perfect Cut Bowls and Platters

July 2019
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Tool Swap and
Top Turning Extravaganza
13 Sawdust Session: TBD

August 2019
7/30 Board Meeting
8 Meeting: Don Jovag Segmented turning, bangles
No Sawdust Session

September 2019
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom Topics: TBD
14- Workshops at Woodcraft
15 With Eric Lofstrom
Topics: Skew & Sharpening

October 2019
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: TBD

November 2019
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Bill Roeder and

December 2019
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Christmas Party

Heidi Miller— woven
12 Sawdust Session: Bowls
for newer members

German fine-skein willow
baskets
16 Sawdust Session: TBD
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No Sawdust Session

Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Eric Cutbirth
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com

Secretary

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Treasurer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Director of
Membership

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Earl Bartell
#2
earlturns@aol.com

Member-at-Large Tom Street
#3
tom.f.street@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#4 (Outreach)
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Audio
And
Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

(open)

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

George Baskett

Sealer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Inventory Control Tom Street
tom.f.street@gmail.com

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

Women in Turning (Wit) Rep

(open)

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com
Web Site

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

George Hart

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Meeting: June 13th, 2019
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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