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 Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — August 2019  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 

This month our demonstrator is 
professional wood turner and au-
thor Don Jovag. Don is author of 
two books on segmented turning. 
His first book, Segmented Bowls For 
The Beginning Turner is written for turners who 
want to venture into segmented turning for the first 

time. Turning Segmented Wooden Bangles On The Wood Lathe, his 
second book, is the subject of his demonstration at the meeting.   

Art East Gallery Opportunity — Unfortunately, the gallery has closed, so this is cancelled. 

Eric Lofstrom in September at Woodcraft— Eric will be teaching two classes (Sharpening and 
Skews) in September. Stay tuned for details. We will also be demonstrating and having a club 
table at Woodcraft that weekend—talk to a board member if you are interested in partici-
pating as a volunteer and to sign up. See David Lutrick to sign up for the classes. 

Tools! We Need Tools! - We will be hosting our first beginner workshop in partnership with 
Redmond Parks and Rec in October—to that end, we need sets of tools for the beginners to 
use. If you have some extra tools you’d be willing to donate to the club, please contact a 
member of the board. 

What To Do With All Those Bowls (and other turnings) - You probably have a number of com-
pleted projects cluttering up your shop now that all your family, friends and coworkers have 

some of your wooden art. What do you do with them? We are collecting 
and offering suggestions from time to time (see the first installment later 
in this newsletter)  - and if you have good ideas to share, let us know. 

Book Reviews! - Got a favorite woodturning-related book? Tell us so we 
can share with the club. If we don’t have a copy in our library, we can get 
one. See inside for the start of a new occasional mini-feature on books 
of interest. 

Next Fun Challenge - Ornaments! - coming in November, so start plan-
ning and creating some ornaments now. 

Library Help Needed—Out librarian, George Baskett, will be travelling 
several  months over the winter – if you can help out a few times in the 
next 7-8 months, please contact Jim Hogg or George.  
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President’s Message 
 

 We had outstanding support from members and attendance at 

Woodturning Wonders at the Bellevue Arts Museum KIDSFair in 

July. After some begging and pleading at the last meeting, sev-

eral members stepped-up and turned a TON of tops before the 

big event. A big shout-out to everyone who turned tops and de-

voted time at the event. See stories and photos later in the newsletter. 

 

The board will have several vacancies in 2020 including Director of Programs and Treasurer. 

We are announcing these openings early in order to have an orderly transition of these im-

portant positions. An early decision for a new Director of Programs is important because of 

the long lead-time needed to recruit nationally recognized demonstrators. We recently con-

tacted Seri Robinson (Dr. Spalt) who gave a great demonstration a couple of years ago, and 

learned that she is booking out into 2021! If you are interested in joining the board and con-

tributing to these positions in 2020, please contact a board member.   
 

           Jim 
 

BAM KIDSFair—Thanks to All Who Participated 
 

From Earl Bartell: I would like to thank everyone that volunteered and participated in the BAM KIDSFair. I 

think we were a hit with the kids that got to decorate the tops. We still have a few tops left over because it 

seems that the attendance was down slightly. I certainly want to recognize Dan Robbins for his work on 

building the new decorating stations. They are great, and I can’t wait until next year to see them put to use 

again. They sure made decorating the tops a lot easier. I hope we all had a good time, because I know I did.  
 

From Eric Cutbirth:  Thanks to Earl Bartell for leading the Seattle Woodturners area at the Bellevue Arts Mu-

seum (BAM) during KIDSfair; he was there from Thursday afternoon set up through Sunday afternoon shut 

down.  And thanks to Burt Hovander for leading the club’s work in producing tops for the fair. 
 

I turned many, many tops in preparation for the event; and I learned how to texture them during a Saturday 

workshop at Burt’s shop.  I liked it enough to buy the cutter wheels and one handle.  I still have a lot to learn 

about texturing, decorating, and coloring.  The “BIG AHA!!” for me – all that top turning improved my skills 

on other turnings too!  
 

While turning (tops and the outside of a bowl) at BAM, I had several opportunities to pause and engage with 

parents and kids.  KIDS!  - what a joy it is to see their interest in the work and to answer their questions.  And 

some of the parents were interested as well; please look for them at the August meeting and encourage 

them to become members and learn more about wood turning. 
 

From Burt Hovander: Thanks to all who turned tops— in addition to Myles Asper turning 207 tops and win-

ning a D-Way parting tool & handle, Jon Ault turned 222, winning a D-Way 3/8” gouge/handle. We’ll be 

sorting out the additional prizes to be awarded soon.  
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BAM KIDSFair 

Thanks to Earl Bartell for 

all the KIDSFair pics! 
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BAM KIDSFair (continued) 
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BAM KIDSFair (continued) 
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Sawdust Sessions 

(Very) Mini Book Review 
The Perfect Edge by Ron Hock—Good (if slightly dated) book on sharpening all of the various cutting tools in 
your shop. What caught my eye in particular was the section on tool steels, their characteristics, and the im-
plications for sharpening, durability, etc. If you want to have a basic understanding of this area, without re-
quiring a physics degree, this is a good book. The section on different sharpening media (e.g., Aluminum Ox-
ide, Ceramic, Diamond, etc.) was also a good intro. Check it out for free at the King County Library System. 

What to do with those extra turned items—Part 1 
1. Donate to local service organizations (e.g., Rotary Club) - these organizations often have auctions to ben-

efit the local community (e.g., providing scholarships to students at local high schools). One particular 
possibility along these lines is to donate to the Maple Valley Rotary Club for their annual auction—please 
contact Joel Rude if you have items you’d like to donate. You will receive a tax donation form in return. 

2. If they are bowls, hold on to them until next year’s AAW National Symposium and donate to the Empty 
Bowls campaign.  If we have interest from members, we will try to hook you up with someone already 
travelling to the symposium so you don’t have any associated costs for shipping. 

3. Check out local craft shows/bazaars held by public organizations to raise money. One specific example is 
the annual Tahoma High School Christmas Bazaar, which raises money to support the Tahoma School Dis-
trict band programs. They have an auction of donated items along with the bazaar, and would likely ac-
cept and appreciate turned items you had to donate.  

No “Notes from the Ledger” this month 

Instead, here is a reminder of ways you can help the club. 

Many companies in the Seattle area match charitable donations.  Some match the time spent on charity work 
with a generous hourly rate.  As you participate in club charitable activities (Beads of Courage, Empty Bowls, 
Tops for the KIDSfair) and as a club volunteer (Web Site, Audio, Trailer Puller, etc) we encourage you to sub-
mit this time so the club has the resources to expose a wider audience to woodturning. 

SmileAmazon.com:  Shopping at SmileAmazon.com, instead of Amazon.com, gives you the same products 
and prices.  SmileAmazon.com will donate .5% of your qualifying purchases to Seattle Woodturners if you 
designate our Chapter as your charitable organization. 

Topic:  Turn up and have fun with Russ and Jim H (apologies to Graeme Priddle for stealing the title) 

When:  Saturday, August10th at 9am 

Where:  Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA  98072 

Parking:  Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building 

downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house. 

Bring:  Wood to turn, safety equipment, turning tools, and something to eat/drink if you need it.  
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July Meeting—Show and Tell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Ross Nooney for the 

great job on the pictures, as al-

ways (except for this one below 

of Ross in action, don’t blame 

Ross for that!) 

Burt Hovander 

Don Schuy 

Ed French 
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July Meeting—Show and Tell (continued) 

Jack Wayne 

Sylvia Wayne 
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July Meeting—Show and Tell (continued) 

The 2x4 “Fun” Challenge 

Jed Johnson 

Tom Street 

Jim Kief 
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July Meeting—Tool Swap and Tops! 

We had a good turnout for the 

tool swap, with lots of inter-

esting items changing hands.  

Congratulations to Miles Asper 

for being the first to claim a D-

Way tool for turning tops. 
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July Meeting—Tool Swap and Tops! 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

 
 

For sale:  Colwood Cub Woodburner with variable heat control for sale. One writing pen included. $50.  4-n-
1 180 grit CBN wheel for sale with a spherical washer set for $100. The wheel is in great shape, only used 
off and on for about a year. Earl Bartell, 206-713-3390 or earlturns@aol.com. 

 
 
 

Sponsors 
 

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They 
provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or provide 
equipment discounts) to the club.  Rockler and Crosscut 
Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your 
membership card.  Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% dis-
count on abrasives if you identify yourself as a member of 
the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a 
10% discount if you are registered  with them as a mem-
ber of our club. Dusty strings provides us with free wood 
for our KIDSFair tops. 

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area.  South Seattle 
- 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA ; North Seattle - 832 NE 
Northgate Way, Seattle WA  

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and ex-
otic hardwood suppliers in the area catering to DIYer’s and 
building professionals.  4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA  

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse 
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others 
as well as unmatched pricing on new items from these 
brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA  

https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2019 February 2019 March 2019 

3 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 

10 Meeting: Jim Kief—Finishes 14 Meeting: Andy Firpo—Pens 14 Meeting: Anne Briggs  - TBD 

     16 Sawdust Session:  Pens,      

12 Sawdust Session:  Bowls  Stoppers & Embellishment 16 Sawdust Session:  TBD 

 For Beginners at Woodcraft 23  Demo at Seattle Rockler   

      

                  

April 2019 May 2019 June 2019 

2 Board Meeting 4/30 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Sharon Doughtie  9 Meeting: Andy Firpo 13 Meeting: Tom Henscheid  

    - Embellished Bowls &      - Pens     - Off the Wall 

 Celtic Knotwork 11 Sawdust Session:  Pens &  15- Workshops with  

12 Workshop with Sharon:    Other Small Stuff 16 Ashley Harwood 

 Subject: Knotwork    Subjects: The Perfect Cut -  

                 Bowls and Platters 

July 2019 August 2019 September 2019 

2 Board Meeting 7/30 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

11 Meeting: Tool Swap and 8 Meeting: Don Jovag - 12 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom - 

    Top Turning Extravaganza  Segmented turning, bangles      Topics: TBD 

 No Sawdust Session: 10 Sawdust Session:  Fun  14- Workshops at Woodcraft  

   With Russ and Jim 15 with Eric Lofstrom 

     Topics: Skew & Sharpening 

                  

October 2019 November 2019 December 2019 

1 Board Meeting 5 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

5 Redmond P&R Class 14 Meeting: Bill Roeder and  12 Meeting: Christmas Party 

10 Meeting: Diana Friend  Heidi Miller— woven       

 End grain cups & Tie work  German fine-skein willow   No Sawdust Session 

12 Sawdust Session:  Bowls  baskets    

 for newer members  16 Sawdust Session:  Casting   

         & Stabilization         
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

Vice President Eric Cutbirth 
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com  

Secretary Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Treasurer Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Director of  
Membership 

Brian Flippin 
flippin.brian@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com  

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Tom Street  
 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Andy Firpo     
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Wood Rat  Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Audio 
And 
Video  

Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Tim Tibbetts 

tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Web Site Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney     
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick      
lutrick2@comcast.net 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian George Baskett Sealer Steve Gary 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
 

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turn-
ing (Wit) Rep 

(open) 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: August 8th, 2019 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/

