Fine Turnings

Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — September 2019
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners

This month our demonstrator is Eric Loftstrom.
Eric is one of the folks who really needs no introduction to the Seattle club. He will be demonstrating how to make an end grain box (likely
along with a dose of biomechanics!)
Eric Lofstrom Hands-On Workshops at Woodcraft— Eric will also be
teaching two classes (Sharpening and Skews) in September. See David
Lutrick for details and to get on the list. We will also be demonstrating
and having a club table at Woodcraft that weekend—talk to a board
member if you are interested in participating as a volunteer and to sign up.
Tools! We Need Tools! - We will be hosting our first beginner workshop in partnership with
Redmond Parks and Rec in January— we need tools for the beginners to use. If you have extra
tools you’d be willing to donate to the club, please contact a member of the board.
Next Fun Challenge - Ornaments in November! - start planning / creating ornaments now.
Ornament Classes in October - Full day classes, Saturday Oct 26 or Sunday Oct 27, $15 for
tool-making materials. Bring your own wood for globes and finials. See Tom Street to sign up.
Library Help Needed—Our librarian, George Baskett, will be travelling over the winter – if you
can help out a few times in the next 7-8 months, please contact Jim Hogg or Brian Flippin.
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Open Shops - Thank you Barry Roitblat, Tom Nelson, Burt Hovander and
Earl Bartell for opening your shops to club members . I’ve received a lot
of positive feedback, so planning for another event (with different
shops) is underway.
A/V Team Help Needed - We could use a couple more folks for the A/V
team, to ensure we have backup to cover vacations, etc. Please see Dan
Robbins if you are interested.
Eric Lofstrom Auction Piece - After Eric demonstrated one of his ripple
bowls last fall, he graciously finished the bowl at home and offered it to
the club—we will auction it off in the future. See pictures inside.
My Day with Jose Patoja—We have a lot of experienced turners/
mentors in the club who are generous with their time—one of our newer members, Don Schuy, has written up his experience working with Jose. See the article later in the newsletter.
Page 1

President’s Message
It’s that time of year again – when we begin to make
plans for next year by nominating and electing a new slate of
board members. This coming year we will have several important vacancies left by board members whose terms are
ending, including Director of Programming & Treasurer. Now
is the time to think about stepping up to help make your club
a better and more welcoming experience. And if you are a new member this is a great opportunity to volunteer and get to know more about the ins and outs of our chapter. Talk to myself, or any of the other board members about your interest.
Bring a friend (neighbor, relative, niece, nephew, etc.) to the next meeting and introduce them to the fun of turning. It’s been a real pleasure to see the number of guests at recent meetings. The September meeting promises to be a really fun time, with one of our most
popular demonstrators, the always lively & entertaining Eric Lofstrom.
If you are a new member (or even if you are not), plan some time with one of the club’s
mentors. This is a great way to build your skills, and open your horizons. Get new ideas from
what they are working on, and learn new ways to solve problems. One of the great joys of
woodturning is that it is a lifetime learning experience. There is always a new or different way
to approach a project. There is a great article by Don Schuy later in the newsletter about his
recent experience working with Jose Pantoja.
The “AAW Toolbox” message I just received in my inbox amplifies this same message of
lifetime learning:
WOODTURNING: A journey where
the learning never ends.
Woodturning is a journey where the learning never ends! Regardless of your skill level,
you'll experience challenges that are best seen as opportunities for learning. And, according to Kurt Hertzog, "Often satisfaction comes not from the finished product, but
from problems solved along the way."
Don't let problems ruin your woodturning experience. This week's article and video resources present concepts intended to help you avoid a few everyday complications and
make your journey more effective and enjoyable.
Are you an AAW member? If you’re not, consider the resources that AAW provides with
membership. It’s well worth the price.
Jim
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Notes from the Ledger
Membership Renewal- Starts Oct 1st and the cost of renewing your membership will remain the same as in
years past:
$35.00 if you renew before the first of next year
$40.00 the first of the year and after.
Oct 1st and later you have these options to renew:
On-Line Renewal: renew your membership by going to our website and clicking on Renew Membership.
That will take you to PayPal. You do not have to have a PayPal account to do this.
Renew by Mail: send a check for $35.00 (if before the end of the year). Make check out to: Seattle Chapter AAW. Mail to: Steve Gary, 17701 108th Ave SE, Unit 345, Renton, WA 98055. Or
Renew at Chapter Meetings starting at the October meeting. Pay with cash, check, or credit card,
New Treasurer Needed: My term as treasurer expires the end of this year. If you have been thinking of volunteering to help our chapter this would be a good opportunity. You do not need to be an accountant to do
this job. You do need to be computer literate and able to use Excel. We also use QuickBooks for our accounting (software provided by the chapter). I will be available for mentoring and training on the software.
This is an opportunity to work with a great group of board members and the membership at large. It’s a
chance for exotic travel (all the way to the Madison House at Totem Lake for board meetings and your nearest Bank of America for deposits).
If you have questions please contact me at: seattleaawt@gmail.com
Steve

Sawdust Sessions
No Sawdust Session in September due to the Eric Lofstrom workshops at Woodcraft on Sept 14 & 15.

Thank You Dan!
Those who attended BAM KIDSFair may
have noticed some new top decorating
stations—automated ones, at that! These are the brainchild of Dan Robbins—
thank you Dan for creating, troubleshooting and maintaining these for the
club. Here are some pictures of the one
Dan brought to the August meeting.

Eric Lofstrom Piece—to be auctioned to benefit the club
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My Morning with Jose Pantoja
There are many great benefits of being a member of the Seattle Woodturners. In the half year I’ve been in the club I’ve seen
many inspiring presentations at the monthly meetings, made many
new friends and filled my garage with wood from the regular wood
raffles and frequent Wood Rat events. There are also scheduled
workshop sessions. Earlier in the year I attended one of the offered
top turning sessions at Burt Hovander’s shop where Burt shared his
techniques, knowledge and enthusiasm for turning tops as a fun activity and way to hone your turning skills. We explored making
smooth cuts and using texturing tools.
I learned a lot from Burt that day. I realized I could continue
to improve my skills by taking advantage of another club offering
which is to get some mentoring time from one of the many experienced turners in the club. I really enjoy the show-n-tell part of the
meetings and seeing what other members are doing and this is
where I’ve seen some of the amazing pieces that Jose Pantoja has created. Jose is a friendly guy and I enjoy
talking with him and his wife around the show-n-tell tables about the precision and beauty that he puts into
his craft pieces. I asked Jose if he would mind being my mentor and he was happy to oblige. Also, as luck
would have it, Jose’s home and shop are only 5 minutes away from my home in Woodinville.
Jose built himself a shop behind his house and equipped it with a large Powermatic lathe that puts my
small lathe to shame. Above the lathe was posted a written list of safety rules that Jose says are useful when
he is teaching kids. It became apparent that he is a naturally gifted teacher much like Burt. Jose built his own
homegrown dust collector system with a complex network of large PVC pipes. The system is loud, so we had
to raise our voices to hear each other over it but it was really nice to have all your shavings picked up for you
while you work. To the left of his lathe he outfitted a Craftsman red tool cabinet with holders for chisels and
along the workbench behind him were more chisels in their holders along the wall. The workspace was efficient with the important and useful tools within reach. In front of the lathe was a platform to put Jose at a
comfortable height while working on the lathe; I had made one of these myself for my shop because my
bench mounted lathe is a bit high to be comfortable without it. Below the lathe Jose made a bench to hold
what looked to me like “industrial size” tool rests that fit his Powermatic lathe.
I brought a bowl blank with me I obtained from the Wood Rat event at Vern Tator’s house where
Vern graciously shared some of his excess rough
turned wood with any club members that showed
up. The bowl blank was a nice maple piece that had
warped considerably. Jose asked me what I would
do first to start working on the bowl. I thought we
would mount it to a chuck and start working on the
outside. Jose showed me that in order to work on it
we needed to reshape the tenon as the warping
had made it oval shaped and it wasn’t ready to
mount as is. Jose put the inside of the bowl against
the chuck held in place with the tailstock. From this
position we corrected the shape of the tenon to fit
a Nova chuck. Jose has many different chucks and
told me I would eventually have a lot of them too
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because it is too inconvenient to have to switch out the jaws on a single chuck when you are doing so much
turning.
With the bowl inside still facing the chuck, we shaped the outside of the bowl. Jose would show me
some technique and then let me work on it. He was quick to stop me as needed to correct how I hold the
tool and offer many of the considerable number of tips on how to approach the work.
Most importantly, Jose said and emphasized repeatedly, you need to find the perfect curve. And you will, you can do
it, he said.
My brother Dan is also a member of the club and is a
much more experienced wood worker than I am. Dan had
been helping me learn how to do a shear cut with an Ellsworth
swept back bowl gouge but I’ve been struggling with it not
knowing what I’ve been doing wrong. Through a bit of effort,
Jose got me holding the tool appropriately to make a nice
shear cut. I had been trying to still cut with the tip of the tool
rather than using the swept back side to shave the wood. It
was honestly a pretty thrilling experience to get that working
right and see the clean results from it; definitely the highlight of the morning lesson for me.
Once we were satisfied with the outside, we mounted the bowl on the Nova chuck to turn the inside.
Jose told me to apply pressure on the inside of the bowl to get a good solid fit before tightening it down. These things are obvious to regular turners but honestly you would be surprised at the number of silly things a
novice turner does to mess up a good piece by not following through on the basics. Another basic of course is
to work with very sharp tools. Jose stopped us a couple times to re-sharpen the tools before continuing on.
I felt pretty confident about hollowing out the bowl but actually was doing a couple things wrong
which Jose corrected me on. First, it is best to hollow the bowl out in steps; you don’t want the entire bowl
too thin while you are still working on the outermost part because you increase the vibration that way. Secondly, I didn’t pay enough attention to the outside curve while hollowing out the inside and cut the wall too
thin about halfway into the bowl. Jose had me follow the thickness of the walls with a double ended caliper
and also by touch. And third, I assume a large bowl gouge was the tool of choice but with thinner bowl walls
Jose recommended we use his 3/8”
bowl gouge as the smaller tool would
introduce less vibration.
Jose did his best to help me
rescue the bowl after I messed up and
it looks pretty good. We chalked it up
as a good practice bowl anyway.
After the lesson I got to admire
some of the work in Jose’s show cabinets that are in his shop. I am grateful
for the time Jose took out of his day to
pass along so much information and
for the encouragement. Time for me
to practice, practice, practice.
Don Schuy
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August Meeting—Show and Tell
Thanks to Ross Nooney for the
great job on the pictures.

Unknown

Bob Sievers

Chris Jacobsen
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August Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

Dan Schuy

Don Mittet

Tom Street
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August Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

Don Samuelson

Gary Clarke

Russ Prior
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August Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)
Ed French

Jose Pantoja
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August Meeting—Don Jovag
Don Jovag gave a very interesting demonstration on making
segmented bangles. He walked the group through making a tablesaw sled that provided high accuracy, how to sand and assemble the segments, and then how to use a jig to safely cut
rings of segments on a bandsaw, prior to assembling them into
bangles. Many more details are available in Don’s two books
“Segmented Bowls for the Beginning Turner” and “Turning Segmented Wooden Bangles on the Wood Lathe”. These books are
available from our club library. If you want your own copy, they
are available from Don, as well as the usual bookstores and
online sources. Don also provided a resource list which is included below.
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August Meeting—Don Jovag (continued)
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August Meeting—Don Jovag (continued)
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August Sawdust Session—Fun with Fresh Maple
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August Sawdust Session (continued)
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Wood Rats
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Wood Rats (Continued)
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
For sale: Colwood Cub Woodburner with variable heat control for sale. One writing pen included. $50. 4-n1 180 grit CBN wheel for sale with a spherical washer set for $100. The wheel is in great shape, only used
off and on for about a year. Record live center system with a 60 degree head and cup center. It has a No.
1 to a No. 2 MT adapter. $30 Oneway wheel balancing system. Everything you need to balance those
stone wheels. $30 Earl Bartell, 206-713-3390 or earlturns@aol.com.

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They
provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or provide
equipment discounts) to the club. Rockler and Crosscut
Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount with your
membership card. Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a member of
the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a
10% discount if you are registered with them as a member of our club. Dusty strings provides us with free wood
for our KIDSFair tops.

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. South Seattle
- 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA ; North Seattle - 832 NE
Northgate Way, Seattle WA

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic hardwood suppliers in the area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals. 4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others
as well as unmatched pricing on new items from these
brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA
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Seattle AAW Calendar
January 2019
3 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Jim Kief—Finishes

February 2019
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Andy Firpo—Pens

March 2019
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Anne Briggs - TBD

16 Sawdust Session: Pens,
12 Sawdust Session: Bowls
For Beginners at Woodcraft

April 2019
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Sharon Doughtie
- Embellished Bowls &
Celtic Knotwork
12 Workshop with Sharon:

Stoppers & Embellishment

16 Sawdust Session: TBD

23 Demo at Seattle Rockler

May 2019
4/30 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: Andy Firpo
- Pens
11 Sawdust Session: Pens &
Other Small Stuff

Subject: Knotwork

June 2019
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: Tom Henscheid
- Off the Wall
15- Workshops with
16 Ashley Harwood
Subjects: The Perfect Cut Bowls and Platters

July 2019
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Tool Swap and
Top Turning Extravaganza
No Sawdust Session:

August 2019
7/30 Board Meeting
8 Meeting: Don Jovag Segmented turning, bangles
10 Sawdust Session: Fun
With Russ and Jim

September 2019
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom Topics: End-grain Bowl
14- Workshops at Woodcraft
15 with Eric Lofstrom
Topics: Skew & Sharpening

October 2019
1 Board Meeting

November 2019
5 Board Meeting

5 Redmond P&R Class

14 Meeting: Bill Roeder and

10 Meeting: Diana Friend

Heidi Miller— woven

End grain cups & Tie work
12 Sawdust Session: Bowls
for newer members

German fine-skein willow
baskets
16 Sawdust Session: Casting
& Stabilization
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December 2019
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Christmas Party
No Sawdust Session

Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Eric Cutbirth
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com

Secretary

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Treasurer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Director of
Membership

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Earl Bartell
#2
earlturns@aol.com

Member-at-Large Tom Street
#3

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#4 (Outreach)
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Audio
And
Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

George Baskett

Sealer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Inventory Control Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

Women in Turning (Wit) Rep

(open)

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com
Web Site

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

George Hart

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Meeting: September 12th, 2019
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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