Fine Turnings

Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — November 2019
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners

This month's demonstrators are Bill Roeder and Heidi Miller, who will be demonstrating woven German fine-skein willow baskets. See additional information later in this newsletter.
Time to Vote! - Come prepared to vote on the slate of candidates presented in October: Jim Kief as
President, Robin Brown as Treasurer, Tim Tibbetts as Director of Programs, Russ Prior as Member at
Large #1, and Steve Geho as Member at Large #3. In addition, the board appointed Bridged Lott as
Director of Communications to fill out the remainder of Tim Tibbetts’ term.
November Fun Challenge - Ornaments - You’ve still got a few days before the meeting—and those
of you who took John Moe’s ornament class should be well on your way!
New Article by Don Schuy – Check out Don’s “Meet the Members” article later in the newsletter.
Thanks to Rich Formisano —Rich has agreed to bring the library to the meetings.
Burl Time! - We are collecting reservations for Madrone, Maple, and possibly Myrtle burl. Price is
expected to be $1.50/lb, pickup possibly in January 2020 at Dave Schweitzer’s in Shelton. See the signup at the meeting (search out Andy Firpo if you can’t find it). Note that a reservation is not a guarantee of an exact amount of burl, but an indicator of interest. D-Way tools will also be present in Jan.
Empty Bowls - Empty Bowls is a fundraiser supporting local area food banks, and providing a way for
turners and potters to give back to the community. Attendees donate funds (usually $25) and receive
a bowl made by a local craftsman filled with soup (or an empty bowl with soup on the side!) In 2020
we plan to participate in two events which support the North Helpline and the Edmonds Food Bank.
Its a great way to find a home for your practice bowls and raise money for a
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Email Problems—We still hear about intermittent issues with club emails. If
you are not getting several emails a month from us (newsletter announcement, meeting reminders, etc—let us know. The problems seem to be largely
with Comcast email addresses—so one thing you can do (besides checking
your spam folders and spam settings on the Comcast server) is to create a
free gmail account, and let us know what it is. Gmail is generally much more
reliable (not surprising since we use Google to manage our email lists.)
Casting & Stabilization Sawdust Session—Please sign up at the meeting,
email Tim (tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com) or respond to one of Tim’s Facebook
posts if you plan to attend, so that we know if there is sufficient interest.
NOTE: This is mostly an informational session with equipment, supplies and
stabilized/cast items on display and some limited demonstrations—the stabilization process is slow, but we may be able to cast some items during the
session and provide limited hands-on.
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President’s Message
Fall is fully upon us, with the first freezing temperatures and
leaves falling everywhere. Time to turn on the heater, warm up the
shop, and get to turning those holiday gifts that you have been thinking about all summer!
Our October meeting featured a terrific presentation from Diana Friend on end-grain turning.
We practiced at the Saturday Sawdust Session at Russ Prior’s shop. And let me just say it is not as
easy as Diana makes it look! However, we also had a chance to practice installing decorative ties,
which are very simple and look really sharp.
Bring some extra money for the Wood Raffle in November. Norm Buntting and Norm Vigus
are bring a large pile of Black Locust they wrangled up, and I will be contributing some pieces of diseased Birch which are beginning to spalt.
Who likes to party? Mark your calendars for the Seattle Woodturners annual holiday party:
 6:00 p.m. Thursday, December 12th
 Redmond VFW hall – our usual meeting place
 Food – Main course (BBQ meats are being discussed) will be provided by the club. Club
members should bring potluck side dishes & a serving spoon – potatoes, vegetables/
salads, beans, pasta, dessert, etc. The club will also provide beverages, cups, plates, utensils, napkins.
 Music – we’re planning to crank holiday tunes to set the mood.
 Gift Exchange – we’re planning to continue the traditional “Yankee” gift exchange – with a
twist: please consider making something for the exchange that you enjoy making and/or
think another wood turner might like to receive; keep it small enough to fit in a small box
– maybe 8” cube or 6” X 6” X 16” box. Maybe: holiday ornaments, tool handles, ferrules
for tool handles, sandpaper/abrasive pad, glue, etc. AND PLEASE – no white elephant or
gag gift items this year.
 It will be good time to visit with fellow club members and enjoy some great food.
Jim

Coming Area Attractions
Mike Pekovich (furniture maker, Creative Director for Fine Woodworking magazine, and author of
The Why and How of Woodworking), is going to be at Pratt in March, 2020. He will be teaching a 2day long box making and kumiko class on March 11th and 12th from 9-5 pm. On March 13th he
starts a 3-day long box making and kumiko class at Pratt from 9-5 pm. On March 13th from 6-8 pm
he will do a presentation that is free and open to the public followed by Q & A, and then book signing/meet and greet/social time.
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Notes from the Ledger
Membership renewal for 2020 started Oct 1st and continues. Thank you to the 27% of you that have already
renewed. The majority of our income comes from membership and we count on your renewals to fund what
we do.
· Renew your membership before Dec 31, 2019 and the cost will be $35.00 (you receive a $5.00 discount off the normal $40.00 annual membership).
· After 12/31/19 renewal cost will be $40.00.
· New membership cards will not be available until after the new treasurer is elected.
There are three methods by which you may renew:
1. Pay in person at the monthly meeting with cash, check, or card. Checks payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW.
2. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Steve Gary, 17701 108th Ave SE Unit
345, Renton, WA 98055.
3. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card and do not need a
PayPal account.
To renew on PayPal:
1. Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues. Or click on this
link (you can copy and paste this link instead):
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
2. Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you
to PayPal.
3. Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit
Card if you do not (a PayPal account is not required).
4. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
Changed your contact information recently? You can update your contact info by emailing me, at the
address below, or see me at a monthly chapter meeting.
Donations: If you are among the many shopping on Amazon, you can designate Seattle Woodturners to be
the recipient of a .5% donation Amazon Smile will make on all eligible purchases to your designated 501c3.
To do so, shop at smileamazon.com, rather that amazon.com. Amazon Smile has the same merchandise and
prices and the .5% donation costs you nothing. It is all automatic after you designate your charity.
Steve
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Sawdust Sessions
Topic:

Casting and Stabilization—discussion and display of equipment, materials and results

When:

Saturday, November 16th at 9am

Where:

Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA 98072

Parking:

Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building
downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house.

Bring:

A sack lunch and beverage.
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November Demonstrators: Bill Roeder & Heidi Miller
Bill Roeder's first introduction to basketry in
1989 - workshops with top teachers in willow and
bamboo - set the tone for his signature style immediately. Skillful craftsmanship with materials processing, and refined vessel forms, using handskeined willow, has become the focus of his studio
work.
Working with a bamboo master for many
years led him to adapt his bamboo tools to the willow skeining process. He began to weave with
skeined willow, and in 2003 had a chance to study in
Germany with Herr Schneider, the retired director of
the German Basketry School in Lichtenfels. This exposure to traditional weaving was repeated again
in 2005 and 2007. Bill has also studied in England and Japan.
Bill comments "I particularly enjoy that I am involved in
every aspect of this basketry - raising, harvesting, peeling and
final preparation of the materials and making baskets with
classical German technique." More info at http://
twigtwisters.com/br.html.
Heidi Miller began weaving seriously in 2009 when her
aunt invited her to the Michigan Convention. Discovering the
huge variety of basketry styles and materials, Heidi became
hooked on natural materials. Heidi has taken instruction
from many of the finest teachers in the country. Round willow became her focus.
Heidi and Bill met in 2010 when Heidi took a bent alder
furniture class in which Bill was an instructor. Later, Bill
offered her the chance to work with skeined willow and their
future as instructor/student and later as instructor/instructor
came from that chance opportunity. They are both passionate about skeined willow and keeping the German tradition
alive. They now travel to Europe every year to study with the
masters, as well as working together weekly. Heidi and Bill
teach nationally.

The Seattle Woodturners encourages its members to join the AAW
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members. Content includes
articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics: Chucks, Sharpening, Shop
Tips, and more. Members also have access to an archive of the American
Woodturner (a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals
(a bi-monthly digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise).
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org
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October Meeting—Show and Tell
Thanks to Ross Nooney for the
great job on the pictures.

Tom Street
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October Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

Steve Geho

Jose Pantoja
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October Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

John Moe & Ed French

John Corman

Don Schuy
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October Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

Paul Jackson
Gary Clarke

Jon Ault
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October Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)
Ed French

Don Mittet

Bob Sievers
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October Meeting—Show and Tell (continued)

Burt Hovander
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October Meeting—Diana Friend
Diana Friend gave an interesting and informative
demonstration on end
grain turning, with a particular emphasis on highlighting the naturally
beautiful aspects of the
wood—which sometimes
leads to different shapes
or end results than what
the turner initially intended. She also demonstrated the use of ties
to both make cracks more secure and to add points of interest to
turnings. Among the helpful ideas she presented were the following:
If your lathe lacks indexing (or the indexing is not precise enough), use a
wooden wedge between the piece and the tool rest to lock piece in
place.
For better control when using a Japanese saw, apply opposing pressure
with your hands
(rather than both
hands applying pressure in the same direction).
Use doubled sticky
back sandpaper to
clean up kerfs. Clip off doubled edge to ensure consistent thickness.
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October Sawdust Session with Diana Friend
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October Sawdust Session with Diana Friend (continued)
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Ornament Class
This year’s annual Christmas ornament class was held Oct 26th and 27th. This
class is always popular with both new and seasoned turners in the club wanting
to learn about hollowing and finials. New turners were ably mentored by three
turners with many (hundreds?) of Christmas ornaments under their belts. And
the more seasoned bowl turners were delighted to spin small diameter pieces
at much higher speeds than they were used to. If you missed it, look forward to
it next year and signup early. A special “Thank You” to John Moe, Ed French,
and Tom Johanson for all the work they put in to make the class happen and to
John Moe for hosting the
class.
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Meet the Members
Dan Schuy, theatre professional, wood working craftsman and mentor
Don Schuy
Dan and I are fraternal twins which for me is like having a regular
brother who just happens to have the same birthday and age. We were the
fourth and fifth of six siblings in a big family. As twins, we never felt any pressure to be alike. Early on our mom would buy us (Danny and Donny) similar
clothes, but this evolved into something like if his coat was blue then mine
would be the same style but would have to be brown or green, not the same
color. We both had paper routes. We developed our own likings which by high school for him included a
huge used hat collection and tearing large holes into his jeans which I never understood. He was ahead of his
time because eventually fancy stores at the mall began to sell expensive jeans that way “new”. Throughout
our lives we always drifted to our own sets of friends and our own sets of interests.
In high school, Dan found love in the imaginative pretend world of theatre and made a solid career
out of it. For 23 years he worked as the resident designer and technical director at North Seattle Community
College where he designed the technical elements of over 85 productions. Dan shared his knowledge with
students and became a student favorite among the staff. Following NSCC, Dan has been contributing his talents to the Bellevue International School Drama Program since 2014, and he has been Production Manager
at the Book-It Repertory Theatre since 2013.
My own career went the ethereal route of computer programming. Over the years I would see the
physical things that Dan would create with his own hands and tools in his workshop. He learned a lot about
woodworking both through his work building sets for theatrical productions and in his own exploration of it
as a hobby. On family Christmas gatherings Dan would produce beautiful hand-made gifts such as coffee table coasters or kitchen measuring spoons with handles that he turned himself. I realized my world staring at
computer screens was missing that physical world element of being able to touch, hold and share what you
are working on.
Dan and I discovered the Seattle Woodturners club and joined up at the same time. Dan had been
doing some turning already and gave me my first lesson on the lathe which produced a pen. Dan has a large
collection of pen blanks and kits all neatly organized much like everything else in his shop. Dan has an amazing shop at his mother in law’s place where he has built his own worktables and cabinets. What kind of
mother in law lets you use her basement for your own wood
shop? The answer is Jayne, the angel kind.
Dan’s wife Beth is a participant at times in the wood
working adventures. Dan and Beth have built their own canoe
together and use it regularly on camping trips. Dan says that
Beth was all in on that one and worked on it as hard as he did.
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Meet the Members (continued)
Joining the Seattle Woodturners club and sharing the wood turning adventures has given Dan and I a
way to get better connected than we have been in a long time. Typically, we would hear from each other a
few times a year, mostly around holidays. Now we meet up for Pho just before each monthly club meeting,
attend Wood Rat events, and have marathon wood processing sessions in my garage. We also text and
phone each other several times throughout the week regarding what is being
produced in his shop or my garage. These conversations often involve me
getting the advice I need to less mess up a piece I’m turning.
Following are some photos
of Dan’s work and creativity.
Dan needed to create two
large topiary ball shrubberies for a
theatrical set. In order to do this, he
created his own custom lathe with a
hand drill, pulleys and an alternator
belt. He turned some hardware
store insulation blocks into large
round spheres that were later covered with artificial greens.
On the left is Dan’s
shop with his first lathe in the
background (he upgraded to
the Nova 1624 II below after
joining Seattle Woodturners).
Dan has a thing for hand
planes and has restored the
handles on many of them. As
you can see, he does a lot of
spindle turning, including handles for his own tools and
tools that he gifts to others, a
mallet, and a set of magic wands made for
students of the Bellevue International
School when Harry Potter was all the
craze. Hidden inside the wands are different things such as pieces of red leather
(for dragon heart string), cat whiskers,
horse tail hair (for unicorn tail) and red,
yellow and orange feathers (for phoenix
feathers). He has also made at least
ten of these inside-out vases, as well
as lots of pens
(the two shown
are made from
stabilized driftwood.)
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Meet the Members (continued)
Dan has recently been making a lot of bowls and gifts them to lucky neighbors and co-workers. Sometimes
they are gifted before he gets a chance to bring them in for a club meeting show and tell.

This last one we did one night together in my garage. It’s
a salad bowl made from cypress and is the largest thing
done on my lathe so far. As we turned it together, Dan
thought it would make a nice present for mom. She hasn’t gotten it yet, but I’m sure she will be happy with it.
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Wood Rats
It’s been another busy
time for the
Woodrats.
Here are some
photos of a
recent cherry
harvest.
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Wood Rats (continued)

We have a
Winner—What’s
Wrong With This
Picture?
Don Schuy was the first
(and only) member to point out
that Andy should be wearing a
face shield. Don went home
with three pen blanks (Olive,
Bocote and an acrylic swirl—
watch for them to show up on
the Show and Tell table sometime!)
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
For sale: Record live center system with a 60 degree head and cup center. It has a No. 1 to a
No. 2 MT adapter. $30 Earl Bartell, 206-713-3390 or earlturns@aol.com.
For Sale: Several wood shop items. All gently used and in great condition. Items are located in Bellevue. For information, contact Wendy
Dore. 206-713-4720 or email wbdore@aol.com
1. Protective Face Mask - $10
2. Craftsman 7.5” circular saw; 2-1/8 horsepower; Model
31510960. $30
3. Portable wet/dry Shop Vac. $30
4. Dust Right Separator $50
5. JET Dust Collector – need you to remove/
disassemble…..sells new for $350, asking $175
6. Headphones for ear protection – Free
For Sale: Technatool Nova Lathe— great condition, used Technatool Nova 3000 lathe & large base to sell for $750.00. I am 2nd
owner. Excellent starter lathe, runs true. Belt driven, headstock can rotate anywhere along 180 degree radius with
detents at key stop points of 45/90 for off board turning.
Price includes 2 extra sections of bed that are valued at over
$250 ea. providing for over 42” distance between centers.
Also includes properly rated new “bump” on/off switch.
Specs are: Nova 3000, 8 in center / 16” swing, 1HP, 42” between centers, Standard tool rest included, “Bump” on/off
switch, Sand is negotiable. Serious folks can com visit/run
any time by arrangement via
email - Steve.geho@gmail.com
Lathe can be disassembled for
transport, I can aid getting base to destination if needed.
For Sale: Carter products sphere jig (https://www.carterproducts.com/turning-tools/
perfect-sphere) that has an extension for a lathe with a 24” swing.
Used once. I paid $360+ tax and shipping, would like to get $350
for it. Woodcut tools bowl coring system (https://
www.packardwoodworks.com/111702.html). Also only used once.
I paid $400+ tax and shipping, would like to get $400 for it. Willing
to go down a little, but really these are both
brand new and are a
great deal. Chris Jacobsen, (206)920-0960,
hiramwoodworking@gmail.com.
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Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club. Rockler and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card. Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a member of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a 10% discount all none motorized items not already on sale if you are registered with them as a member of our club.
Dusty Strings provides us with free wood for our KIDSFair tops.

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. South Seattle
- 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA ; North Seattle - 832 NE
Northgate Way, Seattle WA

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic hardwood suppliers in the area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals. 4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others
as well as unmatched pricing on new items from these
brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA
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Seattle AAW Calendar
October 2019
1 Board Meeting

November 2019
5 Board Meeting

5 Redmond P&R Class

14 Meeting: Bill Roeder and

10 Meeting: Diana Friend

Heidi Miller— woven

End grain cups & Tie work
12 Sawdust Session: End grain
cups & Tie work follow-up

German fine-skein willow

December 2019
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Holiday Party
No Sawdust Session

baskets
16 Sawdust Session: Casting
& Stabilization

January 2020
12/31 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: TBD
- Wood Identification
11 Sawdust Session: TBD

April 2020
3/31 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: TBD
- TBD
11 Sawdust Session: TBD

July 2020
6/30 Board Meeting

February 2020
4 Board Meeting
13 Meeting: TBD
- Coring
15 Sawdust Session: TBD

May 2020
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Seri Robinson
- Spalting (Remote Demo)
16 Sawdust Session: TBD

August 2020
4 Board Meeting

9 Meeting: Tool Swap and

13 Meeting: Molly Winton -

Mini Symposium

Wood/Clay/Design
Sawdust Session: Fun

11 Sawdust Session: TBD

15 Sawdust Session: TBD

March 2020
3 Board Meeting
12 Meeting: Cindy Drozda
- TBD (Remote Demo)
14 Sawdust Session: TBD

June 2020
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Rose Engine Group
- Ornamental Turning
13 Sawdust Session: TBD

September 2020
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom Topics: TBD
12- Workshops with Eric
13 Lofstrom
Topics: TBD
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Eric Cutbirth
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com

Secretary

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Treasurer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Director of
Membership

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Bridged Lott

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Earl Bartell
#2
earlturns@aol.com

Member-at-Large Tom Street
#3

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#4 (Outreach)
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Audio
And
Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions David Lutrick
lutrick2@comcast.net

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

George Baskett
Rich Formisano

Sealer

Steve Gary
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Inventory Control Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

Women in Turning (Wit) Rep

(open)

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com
Web Site

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

George Hart

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Meeting: November 14th, 2019
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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