Fine Turnings

Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — January 2020
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners

This month we are doing things a little differently! Instead of a speaker, we will be having a
wood identification game, followed by an extended show and tell featuring some unusual
woods, along with Steve Bartocci (The Board Hoarder) being present to display interesting
wood (for viewing and sniffing) and answer questions.
Have you renewed your membership for 2020? Remember that you can NOT participate in
Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, Workshops, etc. if you haven’t (because of our club insurance limitations).
Empty Bowls - We will be collecting bowls at the next two meetings (January & February) for
the North Helpline Empty Bowls fundraiser which happens February 23. Check through your
shop and see if you have few bowls laying around you’d like to get rid of for a good cause.
Note: we are still looking for someone to help with collecting these bowls from the meetings
and delivering them to the Empty Bowls organizations. Please see a board member if you can
help out.
Burl Time! - Burl pickup scheduled for March 7, 9 am at Dave Schweitzer's. D-Way tools will
be available for purchase as well. See Andy for more details.
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National demonstrator Kai Muenzer
Kai will be here for our Thursday night
demo plus two hands-on workshops.
Check out his work at https://
kaimuenzer.com/. Watch for a workshop
signup soon.
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President’s Message
As the newsletter announces on the front page, this
month we are doing things a little differently! Instead of a
speaker, we will be having a wood identification game, featuring common local woods.

WOOD IDENTIFICATION GAME
Each person attending the meeting will draw a number, assigning him/her to a team. When the meeting starts at 6:30, (no fair starting early!) each team
chooses a scribe, then proceeds to the displays around the room.
Most species are represented by a rough sample and a finished sample (some have only one
or the other). If your team cannot agree on a species choice, a photo of the natural tree is face-down
on the table. If your team can successfully identify each species without peeking at the photo, your
team will qualify in the “Expert” group. If you have to peek at the photo, your team will still qualify
in the “Intermediate” group. There will undoubtedly be one or more experienced turner in each
group, so your task is to help your team collectively identify the wood sample. A wood identification
checklist will be provided to each group to help guide the identification process. Members of the
teams with the most correct identifications in each group (expert or intermediate) will be rewarded
with a prize.
There will be a several wood experts displaying and discussing wood characteristics at the
meeting. Steve Bartocci, The Board Hoarder, will bring samples of some interesting woods he has
found in his career for you to touch and smell. Steve has a wealth of hands-on knowledge of wood
species from around the world.
In addition, we are planning for an extended Show and Tell featuring some unusual woods.
Members are encouraged to bring and display their most unusual woods (or items turned from unusual/interesting woods). Tim Tibbetts will be displaying samples from his Australian and New Zealand collection.

EMPTY BOWLS FOR THE HUNGRY
This year Seattle Woodturners will be supporting an Empty Bowls event to raise money for
the North Helpline Food Bank, http://www.northhelpline.org/. Their fund raiser is February 23 at the
Mountaineers Club in Magnuson. Members are asked to bring donation bowls to the January and/or
February meetings.

Jim
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Notes from the Ledger
Early membership renewal is over and the cost of renewing your membership is back to the normal cost of
$40.00. If you have not renewed your membership, you are ineligible to attend woodrats, sawdust sessions,
workshops, and borrow from the library. 73% of our members have renewed.
There are three methods by which you may renew:
1. Pay in person at the monthly meeting with cash, check, or card. Checks payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW.
2. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Robin Brown, 14150 NE 20th St, F1153, Bellevue, WA 98007.
3. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card and do not need a
PayPal account.
To renew on PayPal:
1. Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues. Or click on this
link (you can copy and paste this link instead):
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
2. Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you
to PayPal.
3. Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit
Card if you do not (a PayPal account is not required).
4. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
New membership cards are available for pick up. If you renew online or by mail, cards will be available at
the next monthly meeting. If you are unable to attend chapter meetings please send be a self-addressed
stamped envelope to the address above and I will mail it to you.
Robin
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Sawdust Sessions
No Sawdust Session in January.
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December Meeting—Christmas Party
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December Meeting—Christmas Party (continued)
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December Meeting—Christmas Party (continued)
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Thank you Ross and Russ!
We didn’t have any Show and Tell at the Christmas Party—but let’s have a round of applause
for the guy who makes this part of the newsletter possible—and whose picture we never see,
because he is always behind the camera—Ross Nooney!

Club Equipment
Update - new CBN
Wheels
The board recently voted to upgrade
our club grinder with CBN wheels.
Thanks to Russ Prior for acquiring and
installing the wheels. If you haven’t
ever sharpened with CBN wheels, you
are in for a treat at the next club Sawdust Session/Workshop.
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Wood Rats
As has been the case throughout the winter, we have had an over-abundance of
Wood Rat opportunities!

Maple
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Strawberry
Tree

Wood Rats (continued)

Meet the Members
We are a large club, with members ranging from some of our founding members (who created the
club 31 years ago) to many new members joining up each year. It’s easy to get lost in that sea of faces—so
the board decided it would be a good idea to introduce club members to each other, so they can feel more
comfortable walking up to someone and starting a conversation. Very few of our members actually bite, in
spite of an occasional growl. Here’s an intro to one of our newest members and incoming treasurer, Robin
Brown.
I developed a passion for woodworking after taking wood shop classes in high school. After taking
time off to raise a family, I rekindled my interest in woodworking. I took several woodworking classes and
attended several woodturning demonstrations. I started reading and watching videos about the leading
artists and craftsman – Sam Maloof, George Nakashima, Doug Stowe, David Ellsworth and Richard Raffan.
With these artists’ concepts in mind, I started to develop my
woodworking and woodturning skills. While my craft is still a
work in progress, I have shown some of my work at the Bellevue
Art Fair for the last two years.
During this period, I became a member of the Glendale
Woodturning Guild. I enjoyed the camaraderie of woodturners
with varied experience, talent and passions. I eventually became
Vice President. Moving to Seattle, I missed being part of the local woodturning community, I have recently joined the Seattle
AAW. I am looking forward to being your treasurer for the next
two years.
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Making Napkin Rings
Tim Tibbetts
Since a number of folks showed interest/commented on the set of napkin
rings I made as a Christmas present, I
thought I’d write up a short description
(well, short for me) of how I make
them—these are very easy and quick.
You can use whatever wood you have
on hand—but it needs to be dried. A good source for inexpensive kiln-dried, high quality wood with some
figure is the month-end Dusty Strings “Last Friday” sale, where they sell their offcuts (of walnut, maple, bubinga, sapele, etc) very cheap. The rings shown are made from a couple pieces of Dusty Strings walnut, along
with some maple veneer and a guitar fretboard maple second. My daughter didn’t have a firm preference
regarding what style/shape she wanted, as long as it was walnut, so you can see I felt no need to make any
two identical.
First, decide on a size. You can see
when I started that I used some
small scraps (the top three rings),
but eventually settled on using
some rough-sawn 8/4 walnut,
which defined the size for me. I cut
them approx. 2 1/4” - 2 1/2”
square. Then, for the ones I wanted to laminate, I split them in half or thirds, and either cut straight through,
or straight at an angle, or a free-hand curve or two on the
bandsaw. Note the grain direction. You want to glue face
grain to face grain when possible. My bandsaw is currently
woefully out of tune, so my cuts weren’t terribly true. I ended
up cleaning up the cuts (carefully, and checking fit regularly)
on an edge sander (and spindle sander for the curved ones).
This is not recommended practice, and I would have done less
work if I had tuned up my bandsaw first. Eventually I got them
cleaned up enough there was minimal gap. At this point, you
can cut the material to go in the laminations. Notice that I
marked the pieces of walnut with a Sharpy so I knew how
they went back together, and wouldn’t fumble around when
it was time to glue them up. I used Titebond Original, and put glue on all surfaces (even though the head
chemist for Titebond, Bob Behnke, says you should only put glue on one surface or you will end up with a
thicker glue line than you need. Use clamps. LOTS of clamps.
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Making Napkin Rings (continued)
Since I didn’t use a clamping jig to hold the pieces and ensure
perfect alignment, the grain is not perfectly aligned. I also didn’t
worry about matching insert thickness to the kerf thickness, or
accounting for the extra thickness of some of the inserts, since
my intent was
to make random sizes. After
the blocks come
out of the
clamps (I left
them 24-36
hours), you can
drill a hole cross-grain. I used 1 3/8” Forstner bit in a drill
press. I measured some commercial rings ahead of time,
and the holes vary from 1 1/8” to 1 1/2” inch, so diameter
is not critical. I mounted them between centers using the
wide cone on a Robust live center, and a scrap piece of the
walnut held in chuck jaws for the dead center.
At this point just turn the blank round, flattening the ends a
bit if needed. I used calipers to make sure my ring was approximately even diameter. I discovered a tendency to
make cones rather than cylinders which I am blaming on
the fact that my two centers are cones of different shapes,
and therefore subconsciously affected my ability to cut
straight… I did a final flattening using a piece of MDF and
piece of sand paper to make sure the surface was level (I
could have used a skew to get a much nicer surface, but then the diameters of the rings would have varied
even more as I cleaned up the various catches that would
have ensured. Then sand for effect. When sanding, sand
both with the rotation and across the rotation. I just used
handheld sandpaper, but a power sander would be more
efficient. I only went up to 400, since these are intended to
be functional, and were getting a simple oil and wax finish,
no buffing. I used Doctor’s Woodshop Walnut Oil and Microcrystalline Wax finish, applied to the outside while still on
the lathe. I experimented with sanding with plain walnut oil
on a couple—that experiment seemed to cause more issues
with walnut dust bleeding into the maple, so I desisted.
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Making Napkin Rings
(continued)
I then cleaned up the ends of the rings as
needed on the edge sander (you can see
how rough they were in the picture to
the right—while I could cut all the way
down to the walnut dead center, I didn’t want to cut into the
aluminum live center—I should have made another wooden live
center to use, and saved myself later cleanup). I used the spindle sander to clean up the inside next. (As an aside, I really like
my Ridgid oscillating belt/spindle sander—it works very well considering the price. ) When I started, I was out of finer grit belts
and sleeves, so I did a lot of hand-sanding of the ends and insides. I should have just waited until I got my new shipment of
belts and sleeves—the last couple went a lot faster! After sanding (mostly to 400, although I used some 600 a couple times
when I was having issues with the grain), I applied the same finish, by
hand. I experimented with using a heat gun gently after putting the
finish on, to help melt the wax, and then finished with hand power.
In the end, they came out pretty good.
Here’s a picture of one of the “double wave” ones I freehand cut on
the bandsaw, sitting on top of one of the straight cut ones. You can
make as elaborate a pattern as you want, and could have crossing
waves, or even have “framed” waves by using several pieces of
different colored veneer. The main limit is the flexibility of the veneer—and you will be better off in the long run if you keep the grain
of the veneer aligned with the grain of the main block.
You can also embellish these rings however you like. I thought of doing more embellishment, but decided not to. In the photo below, the ring
in the upper right was beaded using a D-Way beading tool
(it was also held directly in the chuck jaws in compression
mode to do half of it, then held on pen jaws in expansion
mode to do the other half. Which was a really slow, stupid
and painful way to do it. And which required a lot of work
evening up the diameter. The middle one was done between centers (much easier!) and I used a guitar string to
burn the lines. All in all, it was a fun project. And it would
go much faster a second time!
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Nearby Coming Attractions
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Nearby Coming Attractions
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
For Sale: Craftsman 7.5” circular saw; 2-1/8 horsepower; Model 31510960. $30. Gently
used and in great condition. Items are located in Bellevue. For information, contact
Wendy Dore. 206-713-4720 or email wbdore@aol.com
For Sale: Technatool Nova Lathe— great condition, used Technatool Nova 3000 lathe & large base to sell for
$695 OBO. I am 2nd owner. Excellent starter lathe, runs
true. Belt driven, headstock can rotate anywhere along
180 degree radius with detents at key stop points of
45/90 for off board turning. Price includes 2 extra sections of bed that are valued at over $250 ea. providing
for over 42” distance between centers. Also includes
properly rated new “bump” on/off switch. Specs are:
Nova 3000, 8 in center / 16” swing, 1HP, 42” between
centers, Standard tool rest included, “Bump” on/off
switch, Sand is negotiable. Serious folks can com visit/
run any time by arrangement via
email - Steve.geho@gmail.com
Lathe can be disassembled for
transport, I can aid getting base
to destination if needed.
For Sale: Woodcut tools bowl coring system (https://
www.packardwoodworks.com/111702.html). Also only used once. I
paid $400+ tax and shipping, would like to get $400 for it. Willing to
go down a little, but really these are
both brand new and are a great
deal. Chris Jacobsen, (206)920-0960,
hiramwoodworking@gmail.com.

Not a member of AAW? Try it Free!
Remember that you can try it without risk for 60 days free. By signing up for a complimentary
Guest membership, you can have limited access to a sampling of AAW resources for a full 60
days. You'll be able to explore what the AAW has to offer, kick our tires, and hopefully decide to become a full-fledged, paid AAW member to benefit from everything the AAW has to offer. Click here
to check it out.

The Seattle Woodturners encourages its members to join the AAW
The AAW has a rich library of content available to members. Content includes
articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics: Chucks, Sharpening, Shop
Tips, and more. Members also have access to an archive of the American
Woodturner (a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals
(a bi-monthly digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise).
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org
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Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club. Rockler and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card. Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a member of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a 10% discount all none motorized items not already on sale if you are registered with them as a member of our club.
Dusty Strings provides us with free wood for our KIDSFair tops.

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. South Seattle
- 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA ; North Seattle - 832 NE
Northgate Way, Seattle WA

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic hardwood suppliers in the area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals. 4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others
as well as unmatched pricing on new items from these
brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA
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Seattle AAW Calendar
January 2020
2 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: TBD
- Wood Identification
11 Sawdust Session: None

February 2020
4 Board Meeting

March 2020
3 Board Meeting

13 Meeting: Lutrick, Firpo &

12 Meeting: Cindy Drozda

Mittet - Coring 3 Ways

- TBD (Remote Demo)

15 Sawdust Session: Coring

14 Sawdust Session: TBD

31 Board Meeting

April 2020
Board Meeting
9 Meeting: Kai Muenzer
- Turn a Vessel with Foot on

May 2020
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Seri Robinson
- Spalting (Remote Demo)

June 2020
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Rose Engine Group
- Ornamental Turning

the Rim
10 Muenzer Workshop

16 Sawdust Session: TBD

11 Muenzer Workshop

July 2020

13 Sawdust Session: TBD
30 Board Meeting

August 2020
4 Board Meeting

9 Meeting: Tool Swap and

13 Meeting: Molly Winton -

Mini Symposium

Wood/Clay/Design

September 2020
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom Topics: TBD
12- Workshops with Eric

11 Sawdust Session: TBD

15 Sawdust Session: TBD

13 Lofstrom Topics: TBD
29 Board Meeting

October 2020

November 2020
3 Board Meeting

8 Meeting: TBD

12 Meeting: Adam Luna -

December 2020
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Holiday Party

TBD
Sawdust Session: None
10 Sawdust Session: TBD

14 Sawdust Session: TBD
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Eric Cutbirth
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com

Secretary

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Treasurer

Robin Brown
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Director of
Membership

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Bridged Speed
admin@bridgedlott.com

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Earl Bartell
#2
earlturns@aol.com

Member-at-Large Steve Geho
#3
Steve.geho@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#4 (Outreach)
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Audio
And
Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

George Baskett
Rich Formisano

Sealer

Steve Gary
gpworks@comcast.net

Inventory Control Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

Women in Turning (Wit) Rep

(open)

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com
Web Site

Bridged Speed
admin@bridgedlott.com

George Hart

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Meeting: January 9th, 2020
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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