Fine Turnings

Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — February 2020
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners

This month our demonstrators will be our own David Lutrick, Andy Firpo and Don Mittet.
They will be demonstrating the three primary coring systems—McNaughton, Oneway &
Woodcut.
Empty Bowls - We will be collecting bowls at the next meeting (February) for the North Helpline Empty Bowls fundraiser which happens February 23. We have 33 so far—the food bank
said they could use as many as 100—so check through your shop and see if you have few
bowls laying around you’d like to get rid of for a good cause.
Burl Time! - Burl pickup is scheduled for March 7, 9 am at Dave Schweitzer's. D-Way tools will
be available for purchase as well. See Andy Firpo for more details.
Community Service/Outreach committee members needed - See the President’s Message
this month for more details.
New Article by Don Schuy - Check it out later in the newsletter—Don shares his adventures
making his own “Yorkshire Grit”, assembling and breaking in his new Laguna lathe, making his
own negative rake scraper (with some help from Dan) and turning with his daughter.
Kai Muenzer Hands-on Worshop Signups - Look for the signup sheets at the meeting.
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National demonstrator Kai Muenzer
Kai will be here for our Thursday night
demo plus two hands-on workshops.
Check out his work at https://
kaimuenzer.com/. Watch for a workshop
signup soon.
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President’s Message
Our January meeting was a unique one, with a wood
identification game that involved everyone attending. It looks
like everyone had a great time; folks learned a lot, and got to
engage with other members they didn’t know. Be sure to
read the write-up later in the newsletter. And a shout-out to
John Moe for providing the inspiration for the wood identification game; an idea from the last century!
The Seattle Chapter By-Laws state that the chapter’s purpose is “to inform and educate the
public about woodturning as a traditional and contemporary craft and art form, and to foster a wider
understanding and appreciation of woodturning among the general public, hobbyist, part-time turners, and professional turners.”
There has been considerable debate amongst the board members about the specific nature
and content of activities appropriate to reach this goal. The board is looking to form an active subcommittee to define and pursue appropriate club activities. If you are passionate about these activities (or others) that the club should engage in to support these goals, please talk to Andy Firpo and
consider volunteering to join this subcommittee.
Outreach activities which the club currently supports, or is considering supporting include:







BAM KIDSFair
Public Classes (Rockler, Woodcraft, Redmond Parks & Rec, etc.)
Veteran Involvement (working with vets to develop new skills/interests/livelihoods)
Maker Space Outreach (to spread the word of woodturning into the broader maker
community)
Traveling Demos (e.g., formalize the Wood ID demo and take it on the road to other
clubs, woodworking stores, etc.)
Women in Turning (WIT) (with a member to become our rep to the national AAW organization and work to engage more women in turning)

One of the things I enjoy most about woodturning is that it is so totally absorbing. When I get
deeply involved in a project, it has my total focus. And the act of turning is almost meditative; turn
on the lathe, crank up some tunes, and I am totally in the zone. Turning has taught me many valuable life lessons; the value of continuous learning, accepting and overcoming my mistakes, asking myself is this a failure or an opportunity for creative expression?, etc. Here is a quote from Richelle E.
Goodrich I found recently that I thought was particularly appropriate to wood turning:
Many times, what we perceive as an error or failure is actually a gift. And eventually we find
that lessons learned from that discouraging experience prove to be of great worth.
Jim
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Notes from the Ledger
Early membership renewal is over and the cost of renewing your membership is back to the normal cost of
$40.00. If you have not renewed your membership, you are ineligible to attend woodrats, sawdust sessions,
workshops, and borrow from the library.
There are three methods by which you may renew:
1. Pay in person at the monthly meeting with cash, check, or card. Checks payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW.
2. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Robin Brown, 14150 NE 20th St, F1153, Bellevue, WA 98007.
3. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card and do not need a
PayPal account.
To renew on PayPal:
1. Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues. Or click on this
link (you can copy and paste this link instead):
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
2. Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you
to PayPal.
3. Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit
Card if you do not (a PayPal account is not required).
4. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
New membership cards are available for pick up. If you renew online or by mail, cards will be available at
the next monthly meeting. If you are unable to attend chapter meetings please send be a self-addressed
stamped envelope to the address above and I will mail it to you.
Robin
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Sawdust Sessions
Topic:

Coring

When:

Saturday, February 15th at 9am

Where:

Russ Prior’s shop: 16021 177th Pl NE Woodinville, WA 98072

Parking:

Do NOT park on the lawn. Park on the street or in the driveway for the shop (brown pole building
downhill from house) - do not park in the driveway for the house.

Bring:

Safety equipment, turning tools, and a sack lunch / beverage.
ALSO: If you have a piece of wood you would like to core, bring it along. It is helpful if it is already rough-turned to correct external shape, and with a tenon. Note that the tenon needs to
be sized appropriately to the size of the blank (bigger *wider diameter+) is better when coring.
If you have a chuck with 1 1/4 x 8 tpi spindle with larger jaws, size the tenon for those jaws and
bring the chuck along with you. Make the tenon shape match the jaws (whether dovetailed or
straight).
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January Meeting—Wood Identification
Lots of fun and interesting things at the January
meeting. In spite of the best efforts of the board to
stump the crowd, we had three teams with nearperfect scores in the Wood ID game (getting 24 out of
26 samples correct). Fortunately, we were able to use
the amount of “cheat sheet” usage (the pictures of tree
and leaves) to determine an overall winner. A number
of people also took advantage of the presence of Steve
Bartocci, (The Board Hoarder)
to check out some interesting
woods and be entertained by
some of his demonstrations.
Steve Gary had some very informative displays, including a
black light box with various
fluorescing species inside.
There were also a variety of
interesting pieces brought for
the Show and Tell, along with

table displays of Australian and New Zealand turned objects, a
lot of “collector samples” of woods from around the world, and
books and diagrams related to wood identification.
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January Meeting—Wood Identification (continued)
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Show and Tell

Unknown

Thanks to Ross Nooney for the
great job on the pictures.

Unknown

Bob Cardiff
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Show and Tell (continued)

Barry Roitblat

Barry Roitblat

Gary Clarke
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Show and Tell (continued)

Bob Sievers

Jose Pantoja
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Show and Tell (continued)

Ed French

John Shrader

Steve Gary
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Show and Tell (continued)

John Moe

Sylvia Wayne
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Show and Tell (continued)

Sally Mussetter

Steve Geho

Tom Nelson
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Show and Tell (continued)

Tom Johanson
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Wood Rats
Another good Wood Rats
month—hope everyone
who wanted wood got
some!
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Winter Adventures
By Don Schuy
Home Made Abrasive Paste and Polish
I get a lot of wood turning advice from watching YouTube channels. My personal favorites are RickTurns, ThePapa1947, Phil Anderson of Shady Acres Workshop, PF Woodworking, Mike Peace and
TheWyomingWoodturner (who has recently moved to Billings Montana.) There are many other great
YouTube channels on woodturning; so much so that one must be cautious not to spend all their time watching woodturning rather than doing some.
Some of the channels demonstrate the use of abrasive paste and polish that can be bought commercially or made at home. I decided to go the “make at home” route both for penny pinching and because it
sounded like a messy fun project.
The abrasive paste can be made, according to one recipe, from equal parts (by weight) of mineral oil,
bees wax and diatomaceous earth for a grit. The polish is the same recipe minus the diatomaceous earth.
Diatomaceous earth is a product sold in your home
centers and is typically used in gardening to get rid
of insect pests. It is a fine white powder.
There are other formulas and people can adjust the contents to suit their preferences. When I
made mine, I didn’t have a scale handy to measure
ingredients by weight, so I basically guessed at the
amounts. I ended up with both the abrasive paste
and polish being two thick and had to re-melt them
a couple times and add more mineral oil in order to
get the right consistency. It should be soft so you
can spread it onto the wood.
The wax and mineral oil mixture is heated up in a double boiler, in my case a cheap throw-away
saucepan was bought to hold the mixture inside of another larger pan with near boiling water. You should
not heat the wax and mineral oil directly on your range as that could start a fire.
By the way, you need to research this carefully from other sources before doing it yourself. Don’t assume my instructions are enough to not cause havoc in your kitchen. As always, you are responsible for
your own safety.
Once the wax is melted you have a beautiful shiny gold liquid mix. If you are making the polish you
stir as it cools down and scoop it into your container, such as a jelly mason jar. The mixture gets thicker as it
cools, and you really won’t know if you have the right consistency until it is completely cool. If you are making the abrasive paste, you mix in the diatomaceous earth and keep mixing as the liquid cools down to a
paste. For the abrasive paste it is important to keep stirring during cool down till the point that the paste is
thick enough that the ingredients won’t separate.
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Cleaning the pan is easiest done by reheating it in order to wipe up the remaining wax with paper towels while it
is hot and liquid, being careful not to burn yourself. I don’t
plan on using this pan for anything else but making polish
and abrasive paste.
In use, the abrasive paste is put on after a sanding
sealer. Sections of a clean paper towel are used to wipe it off
while your project is spinning. The grit helps to sand the surface and supposedly the grit will come off onto the paper
towel leaving the wax. When the paper towel is no longer
getting dirtied from the paste then you are done wiping it off.
Afterward the polish mix is used similarly to get a wax polished surface. I store both pastes in the house rather than the cold garage as the warmer temperature
makes them softer for use.
I’ve used the paste and polish on a few pieces now and it works well. I’m not decided yet on how
much I will use this as part of the finishing process.
New Lathe
I’m married to a wonderful woman that puts up with my need to do hobby things in our garage. Last
winter she gave me Christmas money for my first lathe, a Jet VS1221 which is the same model the club uses
for group activities. It’s a great lathe as a starter and honestly would do fine as your forever lathe if you can
live within its expected range of capabilities and remain creative. The primary limitations are the size bowl or
plate that can be turned and the 1hp motor, though that seems adequate for items that can be turned on it.
I enjoyed the quality of the Jet VS1221 and really appreciated the variable speed feature.
After a year of turning I was ready to move up to a full-size lathe, and to my surprise my wife once
again supported the idea; I was good to go for spending some money.
I looked at the options and our budget and decided to go for one of the Laguna lathes. If money totally wasn’t a consideration, a Robust lathe would be my preference; a Powermatic might be my second
choice. I planned on getting the Laguna 1836 but really wanted to go for the larger 2436 with a 3hp motor.
Both lathes have the same bed length but the 2436 provides a 24-inch swing rather than 18-inch swing, and
besides the larger motor it also has heftier/sturdier
legs. A 10% off sale convinced me to go for the big
one and I’m very happy about the decision.
The lathe arrived in a large crate and I debated
opening it before Christmas or waiting. Meanwhile we
embarked on a garage reorganization project to try to
make room for the lathe. We ordered shelving to
hang from the walls and got things sorted out and it’s
now a much more comfortable space to work in.
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Turns out I couldn’t stand the wait so opened the crate early. The lathe was packed well in Styrofoam
that had to be cut away. Per warnings in the instructions; the pieces were heavy and dangerous to attempt
to move by oneself, if even possible. I recruited a strong neighbor to help unpack and assemble the lathe
and between the two of us we got the job done in an hour or two.
In the crate the headstock, banjo and tailstock were attached to the bed. We detached them and set
them aside. The bed is to be set upside down on some two by four lumber (to avoid scratching the metal
ways) and the stands are added. Once the stands were attached, we lifted the bed upright to the place the
lathe will sit and reattached the headstock, banjo and tailstock. Some small round adjustable foot pieces can
be attached to the legs, but I was concerned (per reading a review) that they might introduce vibration so
left them off since the floor was flat enough.
I already had a 220-volt outlet near where the new lathe sits, installed a few years ago for my Grizzly
bandsaw. I bought a heavy 12-foot extension cord to reach the outlet and that is working well. I connected
the lathe to power and could see red numbers on a display in the power conversion unit, but the motor didn’t move. The power converter changes the single-phase power to three phase power. (I don’t really know
what that means.) I sorted the problem out. The lathe comes with a remote set of controls and the shrink
wrap still around the remote had the red stop button pressed down. The lathe includes a switch to use the
main control on the headstock or the remote control which can be situated on the front of the right stand or
on the tailstock. I opted to put the remote on the tailstock, so I don’t bump against it while walking around
the lathe. The large emergency stop buttons work on both controls regardless of which speed control is activated so you can use either one to stop the lathe when necessary.
Once set up, my neighbor got a mini turning lesson as we attempted some spindle turning.
I was inspired to get the Laguna because some of the folks I watch on YouTube use it and they are
getting great results. Typically, you see the smaller 1836 lathe in use. In reading reviews of the Laguna lathes
folks ding them for a variety of things: The tool rest can slip on you while turning, (fixed by being attentive to
make sure you tighten it firmly each time) and the locking mechanism to keep the lathe from turning is
spring loaded and must be continually pressed, so you don’t have two hands free to remove a bowl from the
spindle. There is a work around for that as well.
I’m super happy with the lathe and enjoy every moment working on it.
Making a Negative Rake Shear Scraper with Dan
The first real workout on the new lathe was with my brother Dan. Dan gathered parts to make each
of us a tool for scraping the inside and outside of bowls with hopefully less tear out.
We learned how to do this via a Rick Turns YouTube video. I remember Jose Pantoja showing me a
similar tool and he said it’s the best tool he ever bought.
Dan of course took over organizing the project and did most of the work. I’m not complaining.
Dan cut some 10” pieces from a steel bar and ground a near 22-degree slope to mount an oval scraper on. The 22-degree slope is what makes it a negative rake scraper. The slope is cut across one of the corners of the material, not the side, so that as you hold the tool flat against the tool rest the scraper is posiPage 16

tioned to the wood at a 45 degree angle from
side to side which allows for the shear cut.
We drilled and tapped a hole to receive a
screw to mount the oval scraper. I broke the first
tap so a run to Home Depot was needed for a
replacement.
We had to make the handle without the
benefit of using a wood chuck. The chuck purchased to fit the new lathe had not arrived yet.
Dan's method for drilling the receiving hole in the
tool handle was to mount a drill chuck with a Forstner bit to the headstock and push the wood
into the bit using the tailstock.
I turned my handle with Dan's guidance.
First task was to shape the front to receive a
brass ferrule. Once the task was complete, I
turned the handle shown copying the shape from
other chisels I owned. The handle was treated
with sanding sealer, my abrasive paste and
polish, then finally with a couple coats of Myland's friction polish to give it a more durable
finish.
Turning the tool handle as the first creation on the new lathe was a blast.
Mimi Takes Over the Laguna
My daughter, Mimi Schuy, was up from
Portland on Christmas week and I introduced her
to woodturning.
Professionally, Mimi is a motion graphics
artist. Some of her early work is on her site. As an artist she is comfortable with a lot of mediums. She draws
comics, makes special book bindings and paper pressing, creates little Dungeon and Dragon role playing
character sculptures, photography, etc.
On the first evening she went at spindle turning creating beads and coves. Mimi immediately took to
the lathe experimenting with how the tools cut and shape the wood. I was surprised at the intensity of her
engagement, but it makes sense. This is how artists approach things.
On the second day at the lathe she created a natural edge bowl. It was turned from wood that wasn’t
fully dry, so it ended up getting some cracks that had to be filled with epoxy. She was hesitant to start with a
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nicer piece of wood because she didn’t want to waste it.
Looking from the results there was no worry really.
We used an adapter to hold my 1” Nova G3 chuck
on the 1 ¼” spindle on the Laguna. Mimi created a recess
to hold the bowl while she hollowed it.
On the third day Mimi created a set of stands to
glue her character sculptures to. She made around 20 of
them, with the first one being painfully slow until she got
things figured out and then able to streamline the process whipping them out swiftly.
Dad was amazed and very proud.
Turning Large Bowl Blanks
Because of the Woodrats and wood raffles I’ve got a backlog of green wood pieces to make bowl
blanks from so will mostly be focusing on that for a while. For space considerations; it’s easier to store a partially turned bowl than it is a bowl round.
Turning larger items required making an investment in a larger chuck. I purchased a Oneway Stronghold chuck. The jaw set that came with mine is a #2 (roughly 2 inch) size and serrated.
Pictured here, you can see the size difference between
the Oneway Stronghold and the Nova G3. You can also see the
difference between a serrated jaw and a dovetail jaw.
My first experience making a large bowl from heavy
green wood saw it fly off the lathe and hit the back wall. That’s
when I learned that turning larger blanks means you need to get
larger jaws, and that the size of the tenon or recess needs to fit
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the size of the jaw.
You want as much surface area of the jaw
in contact with the wood as possible. If you expand a smaller jaw inside a larger recess, then
only the small middle part of each jaw is in contact with the wood. If you close a smaller jaw
over a large tenon then only the outer ends of
each jaw are in contact with the wood. With a
well matching recess or tenon size, the entire
surface across the jaw is in contact and has a
much better chance of securely holding the
wood.
That initial flying bowl blank was scary. As
such, I have now purchased #3 serrated, #3 dovetail, #4 serrated and #4 dovetail jaws for the
Stronghold figuring it was a necessary investment
in order to safely turn larger pieces. I use tailstock support as much as possible. Face shield is
always on though it can’t protect you completely.
I’m being cautious about the speed I turn them
and try to keep out of harm’s way in case anything happens.
Pictured here is a completed bowl blank. I
understand that the rule of thumb is for the
thickness of the bowl blank to be about 10% of
the width of the bowl. That should give you material to round and still have enough left to successfully turn
a finished bowl after the wood has dried and warped to a slight oval shape.
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.
For Sale: Craftsman 7.5” circular saw; 2-1/8 horsepower; Model 31510960. $30. Gently
used and in great condition. Items are located in Bellevue. For information, contact
Wendy Dore. 206-713-4720 or email wbdore@aol.com
For Sale: Woodcut tools bowl coring system (https://
www.packardwoodworks.com/111702.html). Also only used once.
I paid $400+ tax and shipping, would like to get $400 (OBO) for
it. Willing to go down a little, but really these
are both brand new and are a
great deal. Chris Jacobsen,
(206)920-0960, hiramwoodworking@gmail.com.

Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They
provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or provide
equipment discounts) to the club. Rockler and Crosscut
Hardwoods give club members a 10% discount on nonsale items with your membership card. Craft Supplies USA
will give a 10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a member of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor
will also provide a 10% discount all none motorized items
not already on sale if you are registered with them as a
member of our club. Dusty Strings provides us with free
wood for our KIDSFair tops.

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area. South Seattle
- 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA ; North Seattle - 832 NE
Northgate Way, Seattle WA

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and exotic hardwood suppliers in the area catering to DIYer’s and
building professionals. 4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA
Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others
as well as unmatched pricing on new items from these
brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA
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Seattle AAW Calendar
January 2020
2 Board Meeting
9 Meeting: TBD
- Wood Identification
11 Sawdust Session: None

February 2020
4 Board Meeting

March 2020
3 Board Meeting

13 Meeting: Lutrick, Firpo &

12 Meeting: Cindy Drozda

Mittet - Coring 3 Ways

- TBD (Remote Demo)

15 Sawdust Session: Coring

14 Sawdust Session: TBD

31 Board Meeting

April 2020
Board Meeting
9 Meeting: Kai Muenzer
- Turn a Vessel with Foot on

May 2020
5 Board Meeting
14 Meeting: Seri Robinson
- Spalting (Remote Demo)

June 2020
2 Board Meeting
11 Meeting: Rose Engine Group
- Ornamental Turning

the Rim
10 Muenzer Workshop

16 Sawdust Session: TBD

11 Muenzer Workshop

July 2020

13 Sawdust Session: TBD
30 Board Meeting

August 2020
4 Board Meeting

9 Meeting: Tool Swap and

13 Meeting: Molly Winton -

Mini Symposium

Wood/Clay/Design

September 2020
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom Topics: TBD
12- Workshops with Eric

11 Sawdust Session: TBD

15 Sawdust Session: TBD

13 Lofstrom Topics: TBD
29 Board Meeting

October 2020

November 2020
3 Board Meeting

8 Meeting: Peppermills

12 Meeting: Adam Luna -

December 2020
1 Board Meeting
10 Meeting: Holiday Party

TBD
Sawdust Session: None
10 Sawdust Session: TBD

14 Sawdust Session: TBD
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Jim Kief

jimkief67@gmail.com

Vice President

Eric Cutbirth
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com

Secretary

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Treasurer

Robin Brown
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Director of
Membership

Brian Flippin
flippin.brian@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Bridged Speed
turnatrix@yahoo.com

Member-at-Large Russ Prior
#1
russcprior@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Earl Bartell
#2
earlturns@aol.com

Member-at-Large Steve Geho
#3
Steve.geho@gmail.com

Member-at-Large Andy Firpo
#4 (Outreach)
drewdog@isomedia.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Wood Rat

Russ Prior
russcprior@gmail.com

Audio
And
Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

George Baskett
Rich Formisano

Sealer

Steve Gary
gpworks@comcast.net

Inventory Control Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

Women in Turning (Wit) Rep

(open)

Newsletter Editor Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com
Web Site

Bridged Speed
turnatrix@yahoo.com

George Hart

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Meeting: February 13th, 2020
6:00 PM (social time)
6:30 (meeting time)
VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052
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