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 Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — April 2020  

Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 

 

April Physical Meeting Cancelled 
Demonstration will be via Zoom Meeting  

 

We will be following up on the success with our March meeting with another “Direct to Mem-
bers” Zoom meeting demonstration from Seri Robinson, aka Dr. Spalting. Look for an email 
with meeting details and Zoom instructions in the near future. Contact a board member if you 
have questions about how to connect to the Zoom meeting. We had a turnout of 60+ at last 
month’s Cindy Drozda remote demo, let’s see if we can increase that number this month. You 
can also hook up your PC, laptop, iPad, phone, etc. to your big screen TV, and get a great view 
while sitting in comfortable chair/couch!  

 

Kai Muenzer Demo and Workshops CANCELLED - Unfortunately, we had to cancel our 
planned April demo and hands-on workshops with Kai Muenzer. Full refunds are available for 
anyone who already paid—please contact our treasurer Robin Brown 

(seattleaawt@gmail.com) to arrange a refund. We are already planning 
to reschedule Kai to visit us in 2021 for a demo and pair of workshops, 
so stay tuned. 

 

Write an article for the newsletter - We have articles by Don and Dan 
Schuy in this month’s edition—how about YOU for next month? It 
doesn’t have to be fancy or long—do you have a favorite jig, or type of 
object you turn, a new shop project, a way to organize stuff—take a 
couple pictures, write it up, and send it to me!   

 

AAW Affiliate Membership—FREE three month trial - as you should 
have seen in the email to members a week or two ago, the national 
AAW is offering a free three month trial to members of local chapters. 
Here is a chance to see all the great content they have available, in-
cluding all the back issues of American Woodturner.  Check it out here. 

 

Tops! - BAM KIDSFair is on the horizon, so it’s time to start making 
tops. See page 25 for details 
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President’s Message 

 It looks like we are going to be in quarantine mode 
for the foreseeable future. I hope that everyone is stay-
ing safe and healthy. As woodturners, most of us would 
be eager for an excuse spend more time in our shops. 
Unfortunately, this pandemic will have a profound effect 
on our friends and loved ones.  But as your time permits, 
here are some suggestions about ways to do some turn-
ing, learn a new skill, share a discovery with another 
member, etc.  

 The April club meeting will take place using the Zoom videoconferencing app as we did 
in March. See more details about the Seri Robinson demonstration later in this newsletter.  

 Show & Tell has migrated to Facebook and the newletter. I know Facebook is not every-
one’s favorite app, but get your grandkids to show you, then post pictures of your latest work 
to share with members. Be sure to include a description of wood type, finishing technique, 
and any interesting challenge(s) you encountered with this piece. If you just can’t bear Face-
book, then send your pictures directly to Tim (tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com) for inclusion in 
the newsletter. 

 Check out the web for remote demos. Trent Bosch is now offering scheduled remote 
demos to individuals.  A free introductory demo filled up in minutes, and the next one sched-
uled for April 9th is only $10. (You already saved that much by not going to Starbucks today!) 
https://trentboschtools.com/product-category/interactive-remote-demos/  

 You can even use Zoom (or similar applications such as Facetime, Skype, etc.) to share 
your shop with other turners. Might be a bit of a learning curve to figure out how to position 
your phone, but I’ve seen whole movies shot on an iPhone. Or just take photos of your work-
in-progress and share it with others.  

 Since we are going to be spending more time in our shops, it seems like a good time for 
another plug on shop safety. Using a sanding lubricant is a great way to inexpensively reduce 
the number of particles in your shop air. Here is a link to a great article by Mike Peace from 
the February 2019 American Woodturner magazine. There’s lots of other benefits besides re-
ducing dust in the air. And if you are not already a member, now would be a great time to join 
AAW.  

 If you're wondering what to do with all those beautiful bowls you've made during quar-
antine,  think about selling some at the Issaquah Farmers Market.  If you want to join, or even 
share a space, contact  Barry Roitblat,  barry@rentonww.com.  

 

           Jim 

https://trentboschtools.com/product-category/interactive-remote-demos/
http://www.mikepeacewoodturning.com/2019/05/10/sanding-with-lubricant-american-woodturner-feb-2019/
https://www.woodturner.org/
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Notes from the Ledger 

Early membership renewal is over and the cost of renewing your membership is back to the normal cost of 

$40.00. If you have not renewed your membership, you are ineligible to attend Woodrats, sawdust sessions, 

workshops, and borrow from the library.   

 

There are three methods by which you may renew: 
1.    Pay in person at the monthly meeting with cash, check, or card.  Checks payable to:  Seattle Chap-
ter AAW.  

2.    Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to:   

 Robin Brown 

 14150 NE 20th St, F1-153,  

 Bellevue, WA 98007 

3.    Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card and do not need a 

PayPal account. 

To renew on PayPal: 

1.   Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues.  Or click on this 

link (you can copy and paste this link instead): 

 https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 

2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take you 

to PayPal.  

3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit 

Card if you do not (a PayPal account is not required). 

4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

Kai Muenzer Workshops: If you have already paid for a workshop, please contact Robin to arrange a refund. 

New membership cards will be available for pickup when meetings resume.   

 

Robin 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Sawdust Sessions 
 

No Sawdust Session in April due to COVID-19 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
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April Demonstration via Zoom Meeting 

To connect to the meeting: 

Click on the link that will be sent to you in an email. A browser window will open, and Zoom will ini-
tiate a download of the software that you need. You do not need to sign up for an account with 
Zoom, and you definitely do not need to enter a "free trial" of a paid account. It is FREE to join the 
meeting through Zoom. You do need to download the software when prompted. 

Setting yourself up in the meeting: 

When you first join, you may be prompted to join with audio and video. You can use your phone as 

audio. That should be one of the options. You can connect your audio and video so that you can hear 
the demo, and so that others can see and hear you. Go to the bottom row of the Zoom window, and 
you will see a row of icons. The far left is a microphone icon. This is where you mute or un-mute 
your own microphone. Next icon to the right of that is a video camera icon. This is where you turn 
on or off your video, enabling other people to see a thumbnail of you on live video. Click those icons 
to turn on or off your audio or video. If your video and audio don't connect automatically, click on 
the triangle to the right of the microphone icon, open the dropdown menu, and choose "Audio 
Settings". Here you can choose which speaker and microphone you are using, and can check them to 
see if they are working. On the left side of the settings window is a sidebar. Choose "Video" to select 
which camera your computer will use to connect to the meeting. It is a good idea to keep your mi-
crophone muted unless you are asking a question, to keep the background noise down. I may mute 
everyone if there is a lot of noise. You can still un-mute yourself to ask a question. 

Using the Chat feature: 

There is an icon labeled Chat at the bottom of the Zoom window. Click that and a sidebar opens on 
the right with a Chat Window. You can choose from the dropdown at the bottom above the message 
window and message either everyone or an individual. 

Asking questions during the meeting: 

You can ask questions during the demo, it's not necessary to hold your questions until the end. To 
ask a question, un-mute your microphone and speak. If you don't get my attention that way, use the 
Chat feature to get the Moderator's attention, and he/she will let the demonstrator know. 

Leaving the meeting: 

You can leave any time. And you can come back by clicking the link again and joining the meeting. To 
leave the meeting, click "Leave Meeting" at the lower right of the Zoom window. 

What hardware can the attendee use to hook up to the meeting? 

 It can be viewed on any device that can connect to the internet and show video. So, phone, tablet, 
laptop, desktop, etc. It's best to have a large enough screen to actually see the demo. But combina-
tions of devices are possible too. For instance, join with iphone, and view via a lightning to HDMI ca-
ble on a TV or monitor. Or join with PC and output to larger monitor or use laptop screen, use exter-
nal or internal speakers, internal camera or webcam or no camera at all if you don't care to show 
your face. Join with desktop for video, and cell phone for audio. Lots of possibilities. 
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April Demonstrator—Dr. Seri Robinson 

From Seri:  

“I‟m an associate professor of wood anatomy at Oregon 
State University and work within the field of art science 
as a bio artist. I‟m invested in maintaining a balance in 
my work, striving to not be „just‟ an artist or „just‟ a scien-
tist, but to blur the line between the two disciplines. Nei-
ther science nor art can exist without the other, and the 
intersection of the two disciplines–the substantial Venn 
diagram overlap, is critical for excellence in either field. 

Intersections, in particular, fascinate me, and spalted 

woodturning is the perfect medium to explore both inter-

nal and external intersections. The intersection of sci-

ence and art. The intersection of old and new methodolo-

gy–from historic spalted intarsia and marquetry work in 

the 1400s in Europe to modern spalting methods today 

that use extraction methods and pipettes. The intersections of form and self–the duality of 

being an intersex person–the understanding of biological sex in its most primitive form and 

the communication of those concepts in turned and reversed curves. And underlying it all, 

the intersection of how humans perceive fungi–both reviled/feared and celebrated as a food 

source. Spalted wood offers endless opportunities to explore and expose intersections both 

historic, modern, personal, and external.” 

 

For more information:  

Northern Spalting: https://www.northernspalting.com/  

OSU: https://directory.forestry.oregonstate.edu/people/robinson-seri  

https://www.northernspalting.com/
https://directory.forestry.oregonstate.edu/people/robinson-seri
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March Meeting—Cindy Drozda Remote Streaming 

 Well—that was different! 

We had planned to have March be 

our first Remote Demonstration—

but when we were planning and 

testing originally, we didn’t realize 

just how remote it would become. 

We had been working with Cindy 

for our "Grand Opening" when 

COVID-19 struck. Since may of our 

members are in the high risk cate-

gory, the board felt we had to can-

cel the meeting.  

 Then Cindy suggested that she 

could stream direct to our members 

(which was one of our original goals 

long ago) - and so we proceeded to do 

that. We got all the board members 

up to speed on Zoom (we had a test 

meeting, then held an actual formal 

virtual board meeting the week be-

fore the membership meeting) - and 

then followed up with a test session 

for members a couple days before the meeting, with helpers standing by on phones. This prepara-

tion culminated in the March virtual membership meeting and demo. 

 We have approximately 180 members, with regular physical attendance ranging from 70-85. 

During the remote demo, we saw 60+ connections, some with multiple folks watching together. 

What made it particularly exciting was that we saw some long time members who hadn't been able 

to make it to a meeting recently, as well as out-of-town members. 

 Cindy started the session an hour early, and folks immediately began signing in, including 

some visitors from Canada, Greg S (AAW president) and a number of our remote members from Ari-

zona and Montana. Things went remarkably smoothly - in large part due to Cindy's preparation and 

professional approach and Alan Zenreich’'s steady hand as co-host. (Alan is the founder of Lucid 

Woodturners, and has been a proponent of remote demos for several years— he is very generous 

with his time and technical savvy and this wouldn’t have happened without him. You can find more 

information about remote demos and demonstrators at his website)- as Cindy said afterwards—we 

made woodturning history as the first club in the country to try this! 

https://www.lucidwoodturners.com/
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 Once the meeting was under-

way, it was clear Cindy had done a 

lot of preparation—the demo went 

extremely smoothly and profession-

ally, with camera switches that al-

lowed the audience to follow the 

action. Cindy even arranged for an 

“Oops” moment, just to make the 

rest of us feel better!  

 This was an unqualified suc-

cess, and couldn't be more timely. 

My thanks (and those of the Seattle board and members) to Alan, Cindy and the members of Lucid 

Woodturners who have provided guidance and inspiration to us over the past year.  

 In addition, a few days after the demo, we received a box with the two finial boxes shown be-

low—one is the demo piece (on the right, which Cindy finished after our demo) and the other is the 

practice piece Cindy did in preparation for the demo. These pieces will be part of the planned end of 

year auction/raffle—stay tuned. 

 Finally, here are some references for folks who want to dive into Cindy’s finial boxes (and oth-

er cool turnings) over this enforced break we’re all taking.  

Cindy’s Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/cindydrozda 

Cindy’s handouts:  http://www.cindydrozda.com/html/handouts.html (the one for her demo 

is the Finial Box) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/cindydrozda
http://www.cindydrozda.com/html/handouts.html
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted from Members 

Elizabeth Weber 

From Heidi Bredehoeft: This is the perfect opportunity for 

me to share something that would not be possible to bring to 

a club meeting. It’s been years since I made this rocking chair 

but I am still proud of it. It was one of my high school pro-

jects. Haha! I designed it myself and turned all the spindles 

by measuring each one individually. If they had duplicators 

back then I wasn’t aware of them nor would I have had ac-

cess to one. Maple with inlaid walnut.  

I will also share my most recent project that was not ALL 

turning but the turning I did was a huge learning experience 

for me. I wanted the wheels to this pull toy to be a specific 

way so I made my own. I just happen to have checked out 

the Turning Wooden Toys book and there happen to be a 

section on turning wheels that I saw in there. Figuring out 

how to turn the wheels so that I could “do” both sides was a 

challenge and caused me to take out all the chuck jaws I had 

and think about all of the things that each jaw would or 

could be used for. (It would be great if sometime maybe we 

could have a demo on the different uses of different kinds of 

chuck jaws.) I finally figured it out and was able to complete 

this wonderful toy for my granddaughters 4th birthday last 

month. The wheel axels are off center so that each horse 

goes up and down opposite of each other. Horses are oak 

and wheels, yoke, and bridle are maple.  

Heidi Bredehoeft 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

From Jim Mhyre: I am working on a wood wall sculpture for the UW Genomics department. 

The first picture is a 10" maple wood burned bowl represents a phospholipid bilayer membrane with the hy-

drophilic molecules on the outer and inner walls and the hydrophobic lipid portion in-between. It is thought 

that these formed spontaneously 4 billion years ago and became the cell walls of the first single cell organ-

isms. 

The second picture is my first attempt at making spheres. This is a water molecule. The larger (Oxygen) 

sphere is 4.5" in diameter. 

Jim Mhyre 

John Moe 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

Joel Rude 

Jon Ault 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

From Ron Reynolds: one of the 20 pieces i 

turned at Stuart Peter Batty's class in Vegas last 

week - 10" cherry shallow bowl (it was supposed 

to be a platter). still a few more coats of Salad 

Bowl Finish to go. (the yellow spot is some kind 

of lens flare). 

Ron Reynolds 

Tom Nelson 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

Bob Sievers 

From Jim Kief: According to my labels on the 

rough turned bowls these 3 utility bowls are all 

different species of elm: American, Siberian, and 

just elm. Hmmm.  

Jim Kief 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

Barry Roitblat 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

Don Samuelson 

Bridged Lott 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

Allison Beerthuis Anderson 

Russ Prior 
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Show and Tell (continued) 

From Chris Jacobsen: A work in progress. This was a hunk of unknown Burl wood that a friend gave me a few years 
back. Had not touched it until now. I was rearranging my shop and wood storage (hoarding) shelves. Finally decided to 
toss it on the lathe. Love the look of it!!! Hoping to finish it soon...  

Chris Jacobsen 

Steve Gary 
Cottonwood 

Plum 

Madrone 
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Sawdust Session—Basic Bowls with David Lutrick 

We didn’t get any photos, but the report from David Lutrick is that things went well: 

“Six members attended the Basic Bowls sawdust session on March 14 at Russ Prior’s shop.  Russ had 

the shop well organized and set-up of the club’s lathes was the first order of business.  Russ reviewed 

the “house rules” as most of the attendees had not been to a session before.  David Lutrick started 

the session by reviewing three methods of mounting blanks, face plate, worm screw and a recess for 

chuck jaws.   The importance of making good tenons on the bottom of bowl blanks was reinforced by 

having the participants make tenons on small practice blocks.  Bowl blanks were then mounted on 

the lathes and David demonstrated shaping the bottom of the bowls while forming the tenon.  When 

the bottom profiles were finished the blanks were reversed.  The “rowing” technique for hollowing 

introduced by Glenn Lucas was demonstrated.   The rest of the session was spent hollowing and 

shaping the inside of the bowls using gouges and scrapers.  A wide range of questions were dis-

cussed.  Extra blanks provided by Russ and David were divided among the participants for additional 

practice at home.  Thanks again to Russ for the use of his shop and lathe.  Future sessions for other 

new members are anticipated. ” 

Wood Rats 
 
Neither rain, nor snow, nor COVID-19 stopped the Wood Rats from getting one last adventure out of the 
way. Huge shoutout to Russ and Jim Hogg for prepping some VERY large pieces, so that members only had to 
show up and carry them off (while keeping appropriate distance from each other, using sterilized gloves, etc.) 
Thanks to all who participated and understand the restrictions we’re working under now. Unfortunately, this 
was the last Wood Rat event for a while, due to COVID-19. 
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Not a member of AAW? Try it Free! 
 

  Remember that you can try it without risk for 60 days free. By signing up for a complimentary 
Guest membership, you can have limited access to a sampling of AAW resources for a full 60 
days. You'll be able to explore what the AAW has to offer, kick our tires, and hopefully decide to be-
come a full-fledged, paid AAW member to benefit from everything the AAW has to offer.  Click here 
to check it out. 

The Seattle Woodturners encourages its members to join the AAW 

The AAW has a rich library of content available to members.  Content includes 
articles and videos on a variety of woodturning topics:  Chucks, Sharpening, Shop 
Tips, and more.  Members also have access to an archive of the American 
Woodturner (a bi-monthly printed publication) and Woodturning FUNdamentals 
(a bi-monthly digital publication aimed at foundational woodturning expertise). 
For information see the AAW’s web site: http://www.woodturner.org 

Wood Rats (continued) 
 
We did have one other Wood Rat event prior to the COVID-19 
breakout—here are a few pictures from 
this “more traditional” event. 

https://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestMemberLanding
http://www.woodturner.org
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Woodturning for Peace of Mind 

By Don Schuy 
 With all the stress of what is going on in our world today I find it is important to find some quiet 
pleasures however they may come. Tinkering, being creative, and making 
things certainly does that for me and I’m sure that your wood turning ex-
periences does that for you too. 

 I’m still relatively new to turning so my skills are basic and my pro-
jects are simple. With every project I learn something that allows me to 
improve my techniques and develop my skills. That is a form of happiness. 

 Again, with all that is going on the world today, one’s individual 
happiness doesn’t seem like the most important of things and can seem to 
be selfish even. However, being in “lockdown”, having to practice “social 
distancing”, and the continued awful world news at times can be over-
whelming to be honest. So, I hope you find some time in the shop or wher-
ever, doing what you need to do to give yourself some time to learn, enjoy, 
and mentally recover even. 

 In the past few weeks I started three projects, completed one. Let’s 
look first at the completed project; a pestle (the stick part) of a mortar and 
pestle that my family uses to crush peppers. 

 The former pestle suffered from being used as a stick 
to bash bags of ice in order to break the clumps of ice that 
stick together. My wife asked me if I could make a new one. 

 At Rockler in Northgate, we found a maple stick that 
looked to be about the right size. It was in a bin of odd pieces 
sold by weight. 

 Here is the piece mounted in between centers on the 
lathe. Sitting above the block is the original pestle worn from 

the abuse it has taken. I’ve spent more time working on 
bowls and haven’t done much spindle turning, so I was won-
dering how well the new pestle will resemble the shape of 
the old one. 

 I was tempted to use my skew learnings to round out 
the block but decided to play it safe and use the roughing 
gouge which is simple and easy. I then made markings on the 
piece to iden-
tify transi-
tions and 

decorative markings that were on the original. 

 Next, I measured thicknesses on the original pestle 
with a caliper so that I could transfer the thickness to the 
new piece. 

 I used a parting tool to cut grooves into the wood, 
stopping periodically to check to see if the thickness was 
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right yet. I over cut in a couple of places, so lesson learned 
was to back off a bit after taking a measurement or stop and 
check the thickness more frequently. I didn’t want to 
attempt the trick of holding the calipers to the spinning 
piece while at the same time trying to cut it. 

 The varying thicknesses were transferred to the piece 
in slots cut down the maple block. Next I used the roughing 
gouge to take out the wood in between the slots to meet 
the surface of the wood within the slots. I imagine this might 

be how folks would turn a 
baseball bat and manage to keep the long slope in thickness straight. 

 I used a rounded skew chisel to finish off the surface. Now this is 
where I got into some trouble. I got a catch that dug into the piece. The cut 
on the skew chisel should be in the lower half of the cutting surface and I 
believe I let the top part of the cutting surface get in contact with the wood 
and there she blew. 

 Fortunately for me, Dan was visiting. Dan noticed that I still had ex-
cess wood to the left, so in order to resolve the catch, I could just shift the 
project down left so that the part that had a catch was now thicker than it 

needed to be. All good! 

 Dan also noticed that I should have the tool rest up 
higher to work on shearing off the top of the piece rather 
than hitting it at the middle. This worked wonderfully. 

 The original pestle had some pretty bland decorative 
markings. Just a set of three simple lines at the top and an-
other set of three simple lines about a third way down. I de-
cided to use the same location but apply the Robert Sorby 
Micro Spiraling/Texturing Tool in-between the two outer 
lines. 

 I experimented on the waste wood that was left and 
then went for it when I saw a pattern that looked OK. I must have not held the tool the same way in both 
places I did the texturing because the pattern didn’t repeat exactly, but it still looked nice. 

 I copied the bead at the top from the original pestle. Be-
fore parting, I used Mahoney’s walnut oil and wax on the pestle 
as I needed to have a food safe finish. 

 The pestle was now looking too 
good to use for anything. 

 I parted off the top and then used a 
waste block to hold the top so I could finish 
making and parting off the bottom. 

 I didn’t manage to get a good 
bottom formed as I parted it off. So out came the sandpaper, some with a sanding 
wheel and a lot by hand. It turned out great and I re-finished it with more Mahony’s oil 
and wax. It doesn’t look new anymore as it is getting used for making dinner. 
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 My next project this month was to explore a piece of Japanese maple 
we tossed in the woods behind our house three years ago before I owned a 
lathe. We had cut a gorgeous tree down that we planted too close to the 
house. My wife dragged two pieces out of the woods and asked me if it 
would be good for turning. Here is a branch. What do you 
think? 

 I started with a sharp bowl gouge and worked it 
down to round.  I had to keep going to get rid of all the 
bark. 

 I used the rounded skew with my tool rest up high-
er and managed to get a nice clean surface without getting 
any catches. 

 The wood was punky and wet but gorgeous. I decided to 
throw it on the shelf for a future project. After a couple days I no-
ticed a small crack forming so I dropped CA glue on the crack and 
then covered it with Anchor Seal to allow it to dry with hopefully 
no more cracking. I think it might make for a nice lamp someday. 

 For the third project, I decided to attack a large piece of 
Sycamore obtained from the Wood Rats event on the third Satur-
day of March. I’m grateful to Russ, Jim and the club for all the 
work they do to make wood available for us. 

 Does a big chunk of wood like that make you nervous? It 
should. I was nervous and for good reason. The rotating tail cen-
ter I was using didn’t really seem up to the task. Also, I had 
mounted it on a large faceplate that required an adapter to fit my lathe. 

 It seemed to turn fine though. It was kind of an affair of a slow clunk, clunk, clunk turning it at 250 
rpms to get it round enough to turn faster. 

 I learned that I needed to slowly ease in the tool and when it hit wood, just hold it there for a while 
so it could get small slices as it went from wood to air to wood to air. I learned to move the tool slowly be-
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cause moving it any further would 
cause a big clunk and my tool would 
jump around. It also was kind of drain-
ing until I learned to take a very grad-
ual approach.  

 The wood became more bal-
anced and I got it up to 500 rpm. I was 
getting some nice fat onion ring size 
shavings and making good progress on 
removing wood. 

 Suddenly the wood started shaking and vibrating and my 
hand made a dive for the stop button before anything bad could happen. I found that even while the tail 
stock was in place the faceplate had started to thread off the adapter. 

 I used Anchor Seal on the wood and called it a day. I spoke with Dan about what happened, and he 
stopped by Rockler to pick up a properly sized 5” faceplate with a 1 ¼” thread to fit my lathe. The new face-
plate also has two set screws to prevent it from coming off. I also switched to a stronger tail stock live cen-
ter. I’ll continue work on a large bowl blank soon. 

Here is the mess I made. 

 

LED Tape Lights for your Tool Rest or Banjo: No more shadows! 

By Dan Schuy 
 One of the goofy character traits I have is that I like to make gizmos and collect toys.  You have been 
made aware of this through a couple tool build articles my twin Don has written for earlier newsletters: the 
negative rake shear scraper and the rotary texturing tool projects.  Last week I came up with a new one. 

 For the longest time I have been fighting shadows while working the interiors of my bowl projects, 
and recently suffered a fairly substantial catch that caused an injury to my hand due to my body or tool 
blocking my usual light sources effectively making the business end of the tool in the cutting area hard to 
see.  While watching Cindy Drozda’s demo during our virtual club meeting earlier this month I noticed a low 
angled light hitting her project making the interior of the box she turned easily visible.   I assumed she did 
this to improve the camera shots for her viewers.  Later, I saw another brief glimpse of a similar situation 
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while watching a YouTube video.  This time, the presenter 
showed how he achieved it- by sticking a short length of pow-
ered LED tape to his tool rest.  Bingo, the idea light went on. 

 The pieces and parts for this project are readily availa-
ble through either Amazon.com (Search “LED Light Tape” and 
up will pop a variety of 12 volt under cabinet LED lighting kits 
costing between $15 and $25 that will provide more than 
enough tape and a power supply) or locally you can get what 
you need at Vetco Electronics in Bellevue, off of 124th.  I un-
derstand that they are also available at your big box stores but 
didn’t feel the need to search further.  I had the tape already, 
from lighting the interior of a doll house used as a set piece for 
a play at work, so I cut some 6” lengths from the remnants for 
this project.  I was making two sets of these lamps, one each 
hard backed and soft backed, for both Don and I hence the four 
pieces pictured.  NOTE: You need to cut the tape at the copper 
dots since these are the power connector points.  

 Here are the rest of the pieces I put together for the 
solid version of the project: a tongue depressor, ¼” rare earth 
magnets, molded connector plug ($2.99 at Vetco) 12 volt pow-
er supply ($2 each out of the bins at RePC, make certain to get 
one rated between 1.25 and 2 amps, also if you go this route 

be certain to bring the connector 
plug with you since you need to 
make certain that the connector 
ends match- I made a second trip…
Grrr). 

 The other items were solder 
and iron, shrink tape to cover the 
solder points and 5-minute epoxy to 
attach the magnets.  For the soft 
backed version I used some Velcro I 
had on hand. 

After cutting the tape to length I tinned and soldered on the wires (maintaining appropriate polarity, only 
goofed once), covered the solder points with the shrink tube then stuck this to the tongue depressor.  I also 
cut the end of the tongue depressor so I could use shrink tube 
there as well to serve as strain relief. 

 The soft version went together the same way, other 
than using a hot glue gun to ensure the tape sticking to the Vel-
cro face.  Next, three rare earth magnets were epoxied to the 
back side of each backing support so they could be securely 
stuck to the lathe during use and removed at will. 

 There are multiple connector types available.  I used 
the molded plug style I picked up at Vetco for mine and Don’s 
sets, another type that the RePC sales associate and I played 
with is a screw connector.  Here they are, and one of those in 

https://vetco.net/


 

Page 24 

use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Now that I had the lamp units completed, it was 
time to see how well they worked.  The first shot is a 
bowl under my standard room overhead fluorescents 
with two goose necked side lights: one incandescent the 
other LED.  You can see the shadows in the upper right 
interior, even without my body being in the way blocking 
the light sources.  The next shot is the tongue depressor 
stuck to the banjo which removed some of the existing 
shadows and, more importantly, took care of any my body would cast when I physically blocked my side 
lamps while trying to get a closer view.  The final shot is the soft backed version mounted to the inside of the 
bowl tool rest.  A huge improvement. 

   

  

 The solid version could also be mounted to the underside of the tool rest and be well out of the way 
while turning.  Velcro will be used to secure the wire to the tool rest stem and out of harm’s way.  The LEDS 
give a nice, bright soft glow that eliminates shadows, and hopefully any future blind spot inducing catches. 

News from The Internet 
 

Richard Raffan recently announced his retirement from demos (again) —but left 
open the possibility we might see some more articles/books from him (from 
Richard's Facebook page): 
 

“Retirement is not a state I’ve ever considered, although in theory I’ve 
been retired about 15 years. Stimulating occupation being the key to 
making the best of each day I look forward to getting back on my snooker 
table at least a couple of times a week, and some form of drawing and 
painting given that I left school intending to be an artist. Meanwhile it’s 
time to get stuck in to some serious writing.” 
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Tops! 

 

KIDSFair is going to be here sooner than we expect.  Burt Hovander has volunteered to lead the charge this 

year, and he could use some folks to help at this great event. We will need people to turn tops ahead of 

time, and run the lathes and decorating stations at the exhibit. Please talk to Burt or a board member if you 

can help. Please follow the guidelines below if you are making tops. 

Barry Roitblat 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

 

 

For Sale:  Router and Table—  Sears Craftsman Router model 315.17480 plus router 
table. Rarely used.   0 Items are located in Bellevue.  For information, contact Wen-
dy Dore. 206-713-4720 or email wbdore@aol.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Sale: Woodcut tools bowl coring system (https://www.amazon.com/

Bowlsaver-Coring-Blanks-Woodturning-Lathe/dp/B07W457XY3 ). Also 
only used once. I paid $400+ tax and shipping, would like to get $300 
(OBO) for it. Willing to go down a 
little, but really these are both brand 
new and are a great deal. Chris Ja-
cobsen,  (206)920-0960, hiramwood-
working@gmail.com. 

 
For Sale: Dewalt DW716 12" (305MM) 

Double-bevel Compound Miter Saw. 
Includes 4 12” blades (Dewalt 60 
tooth, Avanti 96 tooth (with a chipped 
carbide tooth), and 2 Avanti 80 
tooth blades (one new, one used).  
Runout approx. 10 thousandths with 
new blade. New price $350 without 
the extra blades. Asking $175 OBO. 
Email tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com or 
catch me at a meeting. 

 
For Sale:  2012 Silverado. Very good shape, V-8, 6-speed trans, 4WD, A/C, 

Cruise control, Extended Cab…only 126,000 pampered miles.  Color is black 
with black interior, alloy  wheels. Jack Wayne, 206-947-3939 
Jack@woodwhirled.com  
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Sponsors 
 

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or 
provide equipment discounts) to the club.  Rockler and Crosscut Hardwoods give club members a 10% dis-
count on non-sale items with your membership card.  Craft Supplies USA will give a 10% discount on abra-
sives if you identify yourself as a member of the Seattle AAW Chapter. Klingspor will also provide a 10% dis-
count all none motorized items not already on sale if you are registered with them as a member of our club. 
Dusty Strings provides us with free wood for our KIDSFair tops. 

Rockler has two locations in the Seattle area.  South Seattle 
- 345 Tukwila Parkway, Tukwila, WA ; North Seattle - 832 NE 
Northgate Way, Seattle WA  

Crosscut Hardwoods is one of the largest domestic and ex-
otic hardwood suppliers in the area catering to DIYer’s and 
building professionals.  4100 First Ave S, Seattle WA  

Equipment Sales and Surplus provides “from the warehouse 
surplus” on JET, Powermatic, Wilton, Performax, and others 
as well as unmatched pricing on new items from these 
brands. 1801 West Valley Highway N, Auburn, WA  

 

https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscuthardwoods.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Calendar 
January 2020 February 2020 March 2020 

2 Board Meeting 4 Board Meeting 3 Board Meeting 

9 Meeting: TBD  13 Meeting: Lutrick, Firpo &  12 Meeting: Cindy Drozda  

    - Wood Identification     Mittet  - Coring 3 Ways     - Finial Box 

      

11 Sawdust Session:  None 15 Sawdust Session:  Coring 14 Sawdust Session:  Basic 

     Bowls (signup required) 

            31 Board Meeting 

April 2020 May 2020 June 2020 

  5 Board Meeting 2 Board Meeting 

9 Meeting: Seri Robinson 14 Meeting: Rose Engine Group  11 Meeting: TBD  

 - Spalting (Remote Demo     - Ornamental Turning     - TBD 

 Streaming to members)  (Remote streaming) 13 Sawdust Session:  Basic 

11  Sawdust Session:  None 16 Sawdust Session:  TBD  Bowls (signup required) 

    30 Board Meeting 

              

July 2020 August 2020 September 2020 

  4 Board Meeting 1 Board Meeting 

9 Meeting: Tool Swap and 13 Meeting: Molly Winton - 10 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom - 

    Mini Symposium  Wood/Clay/Design     Topics: TBD  

    12- Workshops with Eric  

11 Sawdust Session:  TBD 15 Sawdust Session:  TBD 13 Lofstrom Topics: TBD 

      

            29 Board Meeting 

October 2020 November 2020 December 2020 

  3 Board Meeting 1 Board Meeting 

8 Meeting: Peppermills 12 Meeting: Adam Luna - 10 Meeting: Holiday Party 

   TBD      

     Sawdust Session:  None 

10 Sawdust Session:  TBD 14 Sawdust Session:  TBD   
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

Vice President Eric Cutbirth 
eric.cutbirth@outlook.com  

Secretary Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Treasurer Robin Brown 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Director of  
Membership 

Brian Flippin 
flippin.brian@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Bridged Speed 
turnatrix@yahoo.com  

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com  

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Steve Geho 
Steve.geho@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Andy Firpo     
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Wood Rat  Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Audio 
And 
Video  

Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Tim Tibbetts 

tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Web Site Bridged Speed 
turnatrix@yahoo.com  

Photographer Ross Nooney     
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian George Baskett 
Rich Formisano 

Sealer Steve Gary 
gpworks@comcast.net 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
 

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turn-
ing (Wit) Rep 

Elizabeth Weber  

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: April 9th, 2020 (REMOTE VIRTUAL MEETING) 
6:00 PM (social time) 6:30 (meeting time) 

VFW Hall, 4330 148th Ave. NE, Redmond, WA 98052 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/

