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Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — January 2021  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 
Instagram:  @seattle_woodturners 
 
 

January Zoom Meeting – It’s All About the Burr! 
Sharpening with Russ Prior  See Page 8 for details 
  
Our current club president, Russ Prior, will be presenting sharpening techniques for lathe tools, 
chainsaws, and other bench tools. This will be our first broadcast from the studios of the Pratt Fine 
Arts Center in Seattle. 
 

January Virtual Sawdust Session – How Much Wood Would 
a Woodchuck Chuck if a Woodchuck Could Chuck Wood?  
with Earl Bartell – See page 4 for more information 
 
Membership Renewal:  2021 dues are $40.  See page 5 for renewal information. 
 
 

Woodrats Updates   
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats sessions.  Due to the Covid Pandemic, our regular 
Woodrats sessions have been temporarily suspended to comply with the mandates given by the State 
of Washington.  We still will have opportunities for you to get some great wood.  Watch your email! 
 
 

WiT Presents – Dixie Biggs, January 9, 2021 

 
   

 To sign up for this event, follow this link: Dixie Biggs Signup  
     Here is her website:  https://www.dixiebiggs.com/ 

Registration is open through 1/8/21 at 9am PST (500 registrants limit) 
You have to be an AAW member to sign up.    

 

http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/seattlewoodturners/
https://www.instagram.com/seattle_woodturners/
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?WebsiteKey=c9100f02-c77e-4177-a9bc-7d3eb0216238&hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d&New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon=8&_zs=aBV4c&_zl=gBVN2#New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon
https://www.dixiebiggs.com/
http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
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President’s Message 

January 2021 
 

I do not consider myself an expert woodturner. Even 
though I got my first lathe when I was 10 years old, a 
Christmas gift from Mom and Dad, most of the stuff I 
learned back then has been shelved as obsolete. I’ve had 
my 3520B for just over 10 years now and I pretty much 
had to start over. My progress as a woodturner has been 
slow and steady in those ten years. Initially, I spent a lot 
of time on YouTube in an effort to up my game. (Dave 
Schweitzer’s videos are still among the best out there.) I 
lived remotely when I got my lathe and did not have 
access to the Seattle Woodturners until 2015; had I 
joined earlier, I’m sure my progression would have been 
a lot faster. Which brings me to the topic of this 
President’s Message.  
 

I’ve noticed that several beginning turners had very poorly sharpened bowl gouges at David Lutrick’s 
two beginning bowl Sawdust Sessions in my shop. I realized that, even though I’m not an expert, I do 
know something about how to sharpen lathe tools in particular and woodworking tools in general. 
Hence the genesis of my upcoming demonstration titled It’s All About The Burr. I’m looking forward to 
doing my first demo for a lot of reasons: 1) it’s my first! demo; 2) we’ll be assessing our new 
relationship with Pratt; and 3) I think I can impart some useful information. 
  

As outline elsewhere in this newsletter edition, I decided to expand my sharpening demo to 
something more than just lathe tools. I hope to impart some useful information about sharpening all 
kinds of tools using many different techniques. To be sure, there are as many ways to sharpen a single 
tool as there are woodworkers; I will be showing you how I do it (emphasis on the “I”). I’m a 
proponent of the less-is-more school and, except for sharpening bowl gouges, I don’t use a lot of jigs. 
It takes time but after practice one develops a muscle memory for sharpening just like any other skill.  
 

So, while I welcome questions, some answers may well be, “That’s not how I do it so I don’t know.”  
I really hope that you all enjoy my demonstration and hope that you’ll get some useful information. 
Some of you, I’m sure, will find the information wanting; for example, I don’t do hollowing so I can’t 
impart anything about how to sharpen tools specific to that. Others may completely disagree with 
what I say and that’s fine. As I said, there’s many ways to sharpen the same tool. Finally, I’m not an 
expert woodturner and there are a lot of people out there that know more than I do. Here’s a plug: If 
you haven’t taken one of Eric Lofstrom’s sharpening workshops, do so. Eric’s annual demonstration is 
scheduled for October and will be followed two in-person workshops (COVID permitting).  
 

As we welcome the New Year, I want to thank four “retiring” Board members: Bridged Speed, Eric 
Cutbirth, Andy Firpo, and Brian Flippin for their dedicated service to Seattle Woodturners. They have 
each proved to be faithful volunteers and promise to stay involved. I look forward to having four new 
members of the Board to count on: Sylvia Wayne, Jim Steck, Elizabeth Weber, and Randi Aiken will 
play key roles as we move into the pivotal year ahead. I think we’re on the path for better tidings in 
2021. 
 

Russ Prior  
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber  

 

Women in Turning (WiT) Virtual Exchange 
 
Each year, WiT hosts an exchange at Arrowmont, a craft school 
located in Gatlinburg, TN.  Unfortunately, the WiT committee had 
to cancel the in-person event for this year due to COVID-19. In 
order to keep the exchange running, the committee decided host 
a virtual event which I attended. 
 
In one of the two the orientation meetings, 32 women from all 
over the world joined to share their stories and experiences. 
Each woman introduced herself and gave a little background on 
who she is; the event features not just woodturning, but 
metalworking, glass, fiber, and any physical medium inspiring the 
attendees. The goal is to get women to learn to work together on 
an art project, keeping with WiT’s mission for women to gather 
and help each other learn and grow. 
 
I quickly formed a group with three other women – Randi Aiken from 
our Seattle Woodturners club, Laurie McGinley from St. Paul, and Rox 
Byjue from Toronto. We called ourselves the FAL: Fine Ash Lathies. Our 
project comprised of combining two words from extensive list the 
committee provided; we went with “Playful Flow.” 
 
Collaborating over Google Hangouts and Instagram, we brainstormed 
ideas. By our second meeting, we decided to submit a video 
presentation instead of a traditional photograph of our final project. 
Laurie McGinley’s fun video of a bowl she repaired led our group’s 
efforts. The format of our project followed the game “Immaculate 
Corpse,” where a person takes something from the previous person’s 
work and incorporates it into theirs. I carried on from Laurie’s bowl by 
also repairing a bowl in similar form, then promptly incinerating it. Randi turned a broom, then used it 
attached to her lathe to sweep the ashes away, while Rox mixed components from each of our works 
into a cauldron to create a powerful and transformative alchemical work. 

 
While our project was playful and fun in nature, its larger message was a 
lesson in letting go of things that no longer serve us. Holding onto things 
may be a sign that we aren’t moving forward. Instead, we looked to find 
ways to learn from what we had without holding on. The end goal is to 
allow our self-esteem and self-confidence to grow.  The Fine Ash Lathies 
are smart and funny; we are eager to work together. The Virtual Exchange 
will have a formal discussion on January 16th . I’m looking forward to 
hearing about other women’s projects. If you’re interested in getting 
more deeply involved into the WiT community, please reach out to me.   
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January Virtual Sawdust Session 
Saturday, January 30, 2021, 9:00am 

 
Our January Virtual Sawdust Session will feature Earl Bartell showing us how to hold our work from 
beginning to end. Earl will be starting with drive centers and live centers then moving to regular 
chucking, vacuum chucking and jam chucking. A Zoom link will be sent prior to the meeting.  Here is a 
chance to learn from one of our seasoned turners who knows the ins and outs of how to set up your 
piece on your lathe.  Bring your questions and comments.   
 

 
 

Thank you, Duane!!!! 
Bob Pichora 

 
A big “shout-out” to Duane Herzig, for volunteering to build this lathe lean bar for a fellow club 
member who has difficulty standing at the lathe.  The lathe lean bar was designed by AAW member 
Ted Beebe, and has been featured in an AAW video, and Woodturners Chatter. 
Thank you, Duane! 
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Membership Renewal - 2021 
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, the Library, and 
workshops.  The majority of our income comes from membership fees and we hope you plan to 
renew.  The dues will remain the same as they have been in previous years.  
·  New Member:  If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes all of 
2021. 
·  Renewal cost is $40 for all current members. 
·  Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to  Seattle 
AAW 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email 
to seattleaawt@gmail.com.   
 

There are two methods by which you may renew: 
1.    Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to:  Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th 
Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 
2.    Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does 
not require a PayPal account. 

 

To renew on PayPal: 
1.     Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues.  Or click on 
this link (you can copy and paste this link instead): 
 https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 
2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take 
you to PayPal.  
3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or 
Credit Card if you do not (a PayPal account is not required). 
4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

 

Changed your contact information recently?  You can update your contact info by emailing me, at the 
address below.    
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email:  seattleaawt@gmail.com 

 

Photo Gallery 
Barry Roitblat 

In an effort to better showcase the talents or our members and to have a place for visitors to our site to see 
more of what wood turning is about, we will be adding a photo gallery to the website.  The intention is to 
update the gallery periodically depending on how much content we get submitted. Currently, the expectation is 
that all pieces will have some amount of turned content. 
  

To submit your content for the gallery, there are several options: 
  

Option 1: Submit one or more photos, via e-mail, to barry@rentonww.com with: 

        Your name as you want it to appear 

        The name of the wood(s) or other materials used in the piece 

        (Optionally) Title of the piece 

        (Optionally) size/dimensions of the piece 

        (Optionally) additional description 

        (Optionally) Your website, if you have one and would like visitors to see your other work 
Option 2: Post your photos to Facebook. Please include the above information and the word “Gallery”, so I 
know it’s OK to include in the gallery 
Option 3: When we meet in person, again, we’ll ask for the same information for items brought for show and 
tell. 

  
The gallery content will be updated regularly. It is open to all members, but we may limit the number of items 
displayed by any single member at one time.  

mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
mailto:barry@rentonww.com
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Funnel Fixes 
David Lutrick 

 

These are some examples of fixes I have employed to salvage a piece that has some character worth 
saving.  All of these pieces were funnels off the lathe, created by missing the mark with my coring tool 
or failing to measure the bottom thickness of the bowl being turned until it was too late. 
 
My artist friend Andrea says that if you make a mess and can’t hide it, emphasize it instead.  My fixes 
do that now.  Previous attempts at hiding by fitting a matching plug in the bottom of funnels were 
never very satisfactory. 
 

The madrone piece with the walnut rim sat on a shelf 
for probably ten years waiting to be used somehow.  
The madrone was particularly uniform, defect free and 
a nice color. The beads turned out nicely, so I would 
look at the funnel occasionally, trying to imagine how 
to recover this funnel.  When I started making my 
router rosettes, the solution was at hand.  The outer 
rosette interlocks with the inner one and both are 
epoxied to the bowl and to each other.   I added the 
walnut rim to complement the rosettes. 
 
 

 
The black locust bowl will eventually be ammonia fumed.  
I will be curious to see how the rosette pieces compare 
with the bowl body after fuming, as they are from a 
different batch of logs and are likely to react differently 
with the ammonia.  The elm and walnut funnel fix with 

rosettes 
was, in 
addition, an 
attempt to 
dress up 
what was 
just another 
elm salad bowl, of which I have way too many. The 
walnut rim was added for the same reason.  The black 
locust and elm bowls have outer rosettes similar to the 
one on the madrone bowl. 
 

 
The walnut piece with the maple rosette and rim was worth some effort to save because of the deep 
colors in the walnut, the grain patterns and the spot of light colored sapwood, visible on the right 
side.  A burly piece of maple was used. 
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An extreme “fix” is illustrated by the walnut “cradle.”  That 
funnel happened during coring, ruining what would have 
been a nice, large and deep walnut bowl.  The piece broke 
in half as well.  I took the two halves, trimmed them to the 
same size, flattened the wall of both pieces on a belt sander 
and joined them with face-frame size biscuits and Titebond.  
After lots of awkward sanding, the piece was oiled and is 
displayed on the stand that was constructed from spalted 
maple.   I’ve got a couple of other funnels around the shop 
that may get this fix, too. 
 

Pre-made rosettes are available in several designs 
and sizes at Rockler if you want to try emphasizing 
your funnel fixes too. 
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January Demonstrator – Russ Prior 

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE BURR 

Sharpening Your Tools 
 

Following a long-standing tradition for the Seattle Woodturners, our 
January demonstrator is our president, Russ Prior who will show his 
sharpening techniques. The operative word is “his”; there are 
innumerable ways to sharpen tools and he will demonstrate 
techniques that have served him well. He will start with the most basic 
tool of all—a chainsaw!  
 

He’ll also talk about 
sharpening flat work tools 
like chisels and drill bits using 
sharpening stones and other 
jigs. He’ll describe various  
stones and compare grit sizes  
among the various kinds and  
brands of stones.  
 
 
 
 

Finally, he’ll show his techniques for sharpening turning tools including a bowl 
gouge, a scraper, and a skew with various jigs for the grinder.  
 
If you have a specific question you would like Russ to cover, you can email him 
ahead of the presentation @ russcprior@gmail.com. 
 

  

mailto:russcprior@gmail.com
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December Demonstrator – Steve Sinner – Fine Wood Art 
December 10, 2020 

 
At the Seattle AAW’s December Virtual meeting, we had 
the pleasure of watching Steve Sinner turn and decorate 
large vessels in his shop with his tools.  He explained and 
showed us many techniques and tricks to help us 
succeed at creating a stunning large vessel.  Here are 
notes Tim Tibbetts took during the demonstration. 
 
Use straight grain wood from the vertical sections of 
trees, no reaction wood. The pith needs to be centered, 
with the face grain straight all around the outside of the 
piece. If the pith is not centered, or you use, e.g., quarter 
sawn blanks, you may get cracking, excessive (or 
undesired) movement. The more concentric the growth 
rings, the less it will move, the faster it will dry, and the 
less likely it will crack. 

 
When starting out designing vessels, Steve suggests you use the Golden Mean to plan the proportions (e.g., 
ratio of opening to widest point, ratio of top to widest point vs. bottom section, etc.), just to develop your 
feeling for proper style and appearance. 
 
Use a two spur drive center (Texas center that fits in chuck from Easy Wood Tools.  Easy Wood doesn't make 
this specific one anymore, but makes similar items). With a two spur drive, you can ensure that both spurs grip 
well even if the bottom of the vessel is 
uneven. 
 
When shaping the outside of the vessel, 
leave a horizontal wheel track on widest 
part of vessel for the steady rest. It should 
be flat (perpendicular to the ways) and 
about 1/8" above surface - this is to prevent 
compression artifacts from showing up 
along the track of the steady rest wheels 
later when finishing. 
 
Steve uses a gouge for most shaping, but a 
curved scraper is good for refining the neck 
curve. 
 
A nearly flat shoulder at the top will better define the form. Similarly, slightly rounding the bottom edge of the 
vessel will set it off better and visually lighten the finished piece. 
 
When you are getting close to finish cutting the outside of the vessel, run your fingers in line with the axis of 
the piece.  This will allow you to feel even tiny variations from a smooth curve. 
 
 

Wheel Track 
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December Demonstrator – Steve Sinner – Fine Wood Art  (Cont.) 
 
You will get the best curve if you can make your cuts in single pass. To do this, determine your finishing 
position in advance, set feet at end of cut, then lean back to start. 
 
Steve is a fan of formal critiques of your work, and recommends them to help you improve.   Jim Christiansen 
(e.g., https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/features/profiles/north-america/jim-
christiansen-in-profile/) is one of the folks who helped him develop. 
 

When putting the steady rest in place, Steve brings the bottom 
wheels up to touch, then pulls down on top wheel. Turn and 
make sure there are no flats, and the wheels should turn 
smoothly. 
 
After shaping the outside, 
Steve applies Anchorseal. 
As he finishes the rough 
opening in the top of 
vessel, he applies 
Anchorseal there as well. 
He leaves the inside 
uncoated, and hangs the 
roughed out blanks upside 
down (so the moisture 
drains out slowly) in his 
shop. In the summer, the 

humidity is higher, and there are no problems. In the winter, when 
humidity drops in his shop, he puts wax paper with a few holes in it over 
the opening to reduce the rate of drying. 
 

Steve cuts a central bore out of the green blank to speed up 
hollowing. He uses Colt Maxicut Forstner bits on the end of a 
boring bar. It is much faster to drill out the center than using the 
boring bar to hollow with a hollowing cutter. 
 
After the initial central bore, 
Steve calls his method high 
efficiency hollowing - the cutter 
he uses makes curls not scraped 
dust. You can go deeper over the 
rest before getting chatter.  
 

When done hollowing the green vessel, remove the wheel track from the 
outside. 
 
When mounting a dried, roughed-out blank for final turning, use the tool rest 
to help center piece when trueing tenon.

 

https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/features/profiles/north-america/jim-christiansen-in-profile/
https://www.woodworkersinstitute.com/wood-turning/features/profiles/north-america/jim-christiansen-in-profile/
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December Demonstrator – Steve Sinner – Fine Wood Art  (Cont.) 
 
Clean the tool rest before using scraper each time.  This will give you a smoother cut. 
 
With dry hollowing, narrow down the cutter to take smaller chips. Be sure you understand how your laser 
works, and how to set it. Be patient. Understand how parallax impacts the apparent distant between laser dot 
and cutter. 
 
In one of Steve's videos, he recommends using cans to store finish - he has changed and now uses storage 
bags instead of cans. 
 
References: 

 Steve's website: http://advancedlathetools.com/ 

 Steve's YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgixVtIzPL5pJl8b48Qvrww 

 Steve's class in April 2021 at Marc Adams School: https://www.marcadams.com/product/deep-hollow-
vessels-creating-embellishing-with-steve-sinner/ 

 Pictures from Steve's previous workshop at Marc Adams: https://masw.smugmug.com/Past-
Classes/Woodturing/Deep-vessels-w-sinner/ 

 For drilling centers, Steve uses Colt Maxicut Forstner bits (e.g., https://www.infinitytools.com/colt-
maxicut-forstner-bits) 

 The cutter Steve Sinner uses (shown in one of the pictures) is the Munro 2 from New 
Zealand. http://advancedlathetools.com/hollowing-cutters-scrapers/ 

 For masking when embellishing, Steve uses Spraylat - Grip Mask 
(e.g., https://www.coastairbrush.com/proddetail.asp?prod=Spray_Mask_by_Spraylat&cat=23) 

 Steve's presentation was recorded and will be available for checkout on DVD from the club library 
 

  

http://advancedlathetools.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgixVtIzPL5pJl8b48Qvrww
https://www.marcadams.com/product/deep-hollow-vessels-creating-embellishing-with-steve-sinner/
https://www.marcadams.com/product/deep-hollow-vessels-creating-embellishing-with-steve-sinner/
https://masw.smugmug.com/Past-Classes/Woodturing/Deep-vessels-w-sinner/
https://masw.smugmug.com/Past-Classes/Woodturing/Deep-vessels-w-sinner/
https://www.infinitytools.com/colt-maxicut-forstner-bits
https://www.infinitytools.com/colt-maxicut-forstner-bits
http://advancedlathetools.com/hollowing-cutters-scrapers/
https://www.coastairbrush.com/proddetail.asp?prod=Spray_Mask_by_Spraylat&cat=23
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  John Moe 
Turned on a Rose Engine 
 

Mark McNearney posted a video in the 
Seattle Woodturners Facebook page 
about using a shop tape measure to 
draw circles.  Your editor has failed in 
an attempt to copy the video to the 
newsletter, but if you are interested, go 
to our Facebook page and scroll down.  
It was posted on December 19th, and is 
totally worth watching!   
 

 

Ed French 
Turned on a Rose Engine 
Flowering Cherry 

 

Ed French 
This 5 sided piece 
is Padauk and 
brass 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 Bob Sievers 
Rose Engine Work 
Segmented Work 
Color Work 
Multiple Species Work 

 

 

 

 

Eileen Collins - An innocent, but not beautiful on the 
outside, piece of wood became a bird house ornament 
while I was waiting for shellac to dry on a bowl on my 
other lathe. It is 1.5" tall. This is some very old Lilac my 
dad had, showing just a hint of color in the middle. It 
only tried to escape off the lathe once. I have enough 
wood left from this piece of wood for one more 
ornament plus a “hat” for either a Gnome or another 
birdhouse.  I have a very small Christmas tree. Finished 
with Pens Plus. 
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 Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

  

Don Samuelson 
 

 

 

Ed French 
Rose Engine 4 sided vessel This four sided vessel is Sycamore and Ebony.  It started as a really ragged block 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 Gregg Johnson 
Been experimenting with different ways of blackening some of my work...ebonizing, gel stain, and this latest 
version using tinted wax on a shallow ash bowl. All work out differently; and so far no strong 
preferences...so I’ll stay on the journey! 
What technique is your personal favorite for your work? 
 

  

 

 

Answers: 
Don Samuelson – My 
favorite is still India ink. 
U can sand it and get a 
nice black grain or put a 
couple of coats, lightly 
sand it. I sometimes 
burnish it as well 
Tim Tibbetts - Transtint 
black dye if you want 
some grain to show, 
black milk paint for 
complete opacity, black 
gilder's paste for more 
grain visibility. 
Ed French -  
African Blackwood 
would be best. Second is 
India Ink. 
Joe Cornell - You can get 
a nice patina that looks 
like natural aging by 
dissolving steel wool in 
vinegar. Not black but if 
aged just right, can look 
very similar to aged 
wood. 
Rebecca Wilcox - 

propane torch  
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Courtney Michalak  
Purple dyed yellow cedar burl bottle 
stopper. It shows up like a nice deep 
red wine color in this blank. Was so 
pretty to turn but oh my did it smell. 

 

Barry Roitblat 
Salt and Pepper in 
Walnut and dyed Birch 

  

Tim Tibbetts 
Added a few 
segmented napkin 
rings to the pile... 

. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ron Reynolds 
Here are 2 pieces from the weekend before Christmas.  
This is my first turn at Maple burl (6x3), wet-sanded to 600# with walnut oil and then finished with Dr's 
Woodshop friction polish (oil/wax/shellac). The only real difference I could find between turning Maple and 
Maple-burl is that the burl dulls tools much faster. 
 

 

Thomas Nelson – Recent Turnings 

 

Western Maple with a wax finish. (5 1/2” X 3”) 

English Brown Oak / Bass wood accents. Watco/Poly 
finish. 
(7” diam) 

Eastern Maple. Woodburst stain/lacquer finish. (5” X 
3”) 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Jon Ault 
I finished this 15 5/8” x 5” footed platter.  I keep trying to refine my technique. I made the top almost perfectly flat 
and put a sheet of heavy paper between the top and the bowl chuck. It’s good that I did because I found out that 
the bowl chuck is slightly higher in the center. I would have to vacuum chuck if the top was damaged. All of the leg 
carving and removal of the chuck knob is done on the bowl chuck. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gregg Johnson 
Decorative Bowl with Bead 
Spalted and Figured Big Leaf Maple 
2 1/2” x 9” 
Shellac and Carnauba Wax finish 
 

 

 

Jon Ault 
I turned this Willow footed platter and wanted to 
keep the light color so I used a water-based 
polyurethane finish, it didn’t flow well so I am still 
working on it. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thomas Nelson 
Tried something a little different. English Brown Oak & East Indian Rosewood 

 

Eileen Collins 
Here are my current efforts with some Western Red Cedar that my oldest son planted when he was still in high 
school or college.  This tree has been in a pot at his father’s house, and the roots found their way to the septic 
tank a few years ago!  The growth rings went from < 1/8t” to almost 1”, creating interesting possibilities for 
turning at my level.  His little brother brought me the log, and I cut it up and processed it about a month ago.  It is 
VERY wet, and immediately grew mold in the untreated area with the giant growth rings.  I was soaked after 
rough turning the outside.  I have never had this problem in the spare bedroom where I store wood in my house.   
I moved it back to the garage, and so far, rough turned one bowl.  It definitely has potential!  Off to the furnace 
room for this one!  Update:  In 5 days, it has dropped from 642 g to 484g!  I plan to open it up after two weeks to 
check for cracks and mold.   
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Barry Roitblat 
I had *half* a mind to try something new. When I have a new idea, though, I sometimes get excited and rush 
through it. In this case, I was able to *pair* down my enthusiasm so that these were done only *half* fast. A logical 
extension of my split bowls, I think they didn't turn out *half* bad. 

 
 

 

 

 

Perry Shaw 
Indian Rosewood, pith in; English Walnut, end grain vessel; Experimenting with form 
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  Gregg Johnson 
Calabash 
Madrone  
4 1/2” x 6” 
Tung Oil and Wax finish 
 

 

David Hetherington 
Not sure what kind of wood this is. A 
friend gave me a couple of cuttings a few 
years ago. Finally got around to it. Tallest 
one is just over 5". 
 

Ed French 
Rose Engine work. This is another four sided 

box with a spherical profile in Mesquite, Ebony, 
and brass 

   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/922761951130652/user/1419021555/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUpwspmGCND9ExnB1eBy95LPxRDvBd7CiV6UG9VRbWzFi8tu_Hpkp_yhUN7-Dh_AA6MVIST1_mxz0I4gO_ZLWYtQ3-oUOUcgwNXEMrJokmvms336RxAr8xusRWTyM_anN5XmOsrq3DCSOp2aNDIsTGVGfiVBhSw7-VPSS7vfGVyYY4C6HH-dJW0iOANEjYUGf4&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R


Seattle AAW Newsletter  23 | P a g e  
 

Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  Gregg Johnson 
Large Decorative Bowl 
Pacific Madrone and Copper Wire 
5” x 13” 
Ebonized and Lacquer finish 
 

Ed French 
Rose Engine work in Maple 
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Perry Shaw 
A couple of recent ones. Spalted 
sycamore (pic 1), plum (pic 2) and 
walnut bowl with a bit of milk paint 

 

Barry Roitblat 
"Classical" peppermill in Sycamore 
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Jim Tucker 
Big Leaf Maple 
Turned, Cut & Carved 

  

John Moe 
Rose Engine Work 

Cortney Michalak 
Let’s Go Kraken! 
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  Tim Elbert 
Rose Engine Work 
Acrylic 
3 inch diameter. 
 

 

Gregg Johnson 
Beaded Eating Bowl 
Bitter Cherry 
2 1/4” x 8” 
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish 
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  Tom Johanson  
Rose Engine Work 
African Blackwood, Holly, Pink Ivory 
Used the Greek Key with a 1/16" end mill, 
the Geo function with vertical cutting frame, 
both using the spherical tool rest apparatus.  
The remainder of the ornamentation used 
phased rosette work (Sin 24 and Sin 48) with 
the horizontal cutting frame.  Interior of the 
box, top of lid and finial are plain turned.  
Wax finish. 
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  Les Dawson 
Here are some ornaments 
and gifts made recently. I am 
exploring some of the 
techniques of filling 
irregularities. I find I like to 
use brass dust instead of the 
dust from my colored nuggets 
in the final filling of spaces. All 
of the wood I pitched because 
of cracks and breaks makes 
me shudder. 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

FOR SALE: Walker-Turner Industrial Bi-Metal / 
Wood Bandsaw, 16” wheels with 16” throat with 
8” cutting height, 9’4” blade, comes with Blade 
Welder, both the band saw and welder have 
been wired for 120VAC, you can switch wires in 
power box to set up the band saw for 220VAC if 
required. Recent Baldor single phase electric 
motor. Equipped with 3 Speed Gear Box. Table is 
drilled for a fence but unit does not come with 
fence. Asking: $450  
Contact: Paul Masson 360 794-9100, paulj@ecostargroup.com,  I am located in Monroe, WA. 
  

WANTED: NSK PRESTO or similar PIERCING TOOL  - If you have a NSK Presto or a similar piercing tool that you 
no longer want, I am interested in buying it from you.  Please contact: Bridged Speed at 
LadyTurnerB@yahoo.com  
  

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their new 
turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for 
insertion in the next newsletter! 
 
FOR SALE:  CUSTOM LIGHT BOX - This light box is fully knockdown. It is put together with star knobs and 
threaded inserts. Included is a roll of muslin fabric for backdrops and light diffusion, as well as a gray felt 
backdrop. The lights clamp onto the cross bars. More lights can be added. The assembled dimensions are 30” 
wide by 24” deep and 36 high.  Price:  $60 
Contact:  Earl Bartell, earlturns@aol.com, 206-713-3390 
 
 

 

 

  

    

mailto:paulj@ecostargroup.com
mailto:earlturns@aol.com
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Sponsors 
  

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or 
provide equipment discounts) to the club.   
  

 

www.woodworkingshop.com          1-800-228-0000 
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if 
you are registered with them as a club member 

 
 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com      1-800-551-8876 
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a 
member of the Seattle AAW chapter 
  

 

www.dustystrings.com   206-634-1662 
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops 

 
 

www.chefspecialties.com                      1-800-440-2433 
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.   
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com) 

 

 

 
www.rockler.com 
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card 
   

 

www.crosscutseattle.com           206-623-0334 
10% discount with your membership card 

 
www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com     253-804-3211 
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we 
purchased for Sawdust Sessions. 

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
www.dustystrings.com
http://www.chefspecialties.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscutseattle.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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2021 Seattle AAW Calendar 

January 2021 February 2021 March 2021 

5 Board Meeting 2 Board Meeting 2 Board Meeting 

14 Meeting: Russ Prior  11 Meeting:  Rebecca DeGroot 11 Meeting: Kai Muenzer 

   Sharpening Techniques   Topic: TBD      Topic: TBD 

           

30 Sawdust Session:  Earl Bartell 27 Sawdust Session:  TBD 27 Sawdust Session:  TBD 

   Wood Chucking         

              30 Board Meeting 

April 2021 May 2021 June 2021 

    4 Board Meeting 1 Board Meeting 

8 Meeting: Janine Wang 13 Meeting: TBD 10 Meeting: TBD 

   Basketry into Woodturning         

            

24 Sawdust Session:  TBD 29 Sawdust Session:  TBD 26 Sawdust Session:  TBD 

            

        29 Board Meeting 

July 2021 August 2021 September 2021 

    3 Board Meeting     

8 Meeting 12 Meeting: TBD 9   Meeting: TBD 

  (Tentative)       

          

10   All Day Demonstration:   14 Sawdust Session:  TBD 11 Sawdust Session: TBD 

 Seri Robinson, Spalting         

       31 Board Meeting     

October 2021 November 2021 December 2021 

5  Board Meeting 2 Board Meeting     

            

14 Meeting: Eric Lofstrom 11 Meeting: TBD 9 Meeting: Holiday Party 

   Subject TBD         

16/17 Sawdust Session:   13 Sawdust Session:  TBD 11 Sawdust Session:  TBD 

   2 One Day Sessions         

   Eric Lofstrom 30 Board Meeting        
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Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Russ Prior               russcprior@gmail.com 

Vice President Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com 

Secretary Randi Aiken 
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Brown 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Director of  
Membership 

Elizabeth Weber 
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Jim Steck 
  

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Barry Roitblat  
barry@rentonww.com  

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Sylvia Wayne 
sylvielen02@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Steve Geho 
Steve.geho@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Woodrat  Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Audio and Video  Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Eileen Collins 

eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Web Site Steve Geho 
steve.geho@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney      
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian George Baskett 
Rich Formisano 

Sealer Steve Gary 
gpworks@comcast.net 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
  

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turning 
(Wit) Rep 

Elizabeth Weber  
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: January 14th, 2021 (REMOTE VIRTUAL MEETING) 

6:00 PM (social time)   6:30 PM (Business Meeting/Announcements)   6:45 PM (Demo) 

Watch your email for the Zoom Meeting Link – Contact a board member if you need help or have questions 
about connecting. 
 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/

