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Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — March 2021  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 
Instagram:  @seattle_woodturners 
 
 

March Zoom Meeting – Kai Muenzer - Woodturning as Art, 
March 11th   See Page 13 for details. 
  

Kai will talk about the inspiration, the design, the process and possible extensions for a turned drawer 
cabinet. He will turn the cabinet and cut out the drawer front and explain the assembly of the drawer 
and finishing the cabinet, as well as providing a pre-recorded demo of some of the more detailed 
aspects.  The Woodturners from the Olympia group will be joining us for this demonstration. 
 
 

March Virtual Sawdust Session – Coloring Your Wood 
Eileen Collins – March 27th  
 
Eileen Collins will be talking about color and coloring your work. See page 4 for more information. 
 
 
Membership Renewal:  2021 dues are $40.  See page 6 for renewal information. 
 
 

Woodrats Updates   
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities.  We still 
have Pandemic-safe ways for you to get some great wood.   
 

  

 

 

 

 

Andi Wolfe is a botanist and 
a woodturner who draws her 
inspiration from nature.  This 
should be a very interesting 
presentation.  You can see 
her work on her website: 
https://www.andiwolfe.com/  
Sign up here! 
 

http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/seattlewoodturners/
https://www.instagram.com/seattle_woodturners/
http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
https://www.andiwolfe.com/
https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?WebsiteKey=c9100f02-c77e-4177-a9bc-7d3eb0216238&hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d&New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon=7#New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon
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President’s Message 

March 2021 
 

There has been a lot of wood collection lately but there 
seems to be some confusion about how to go about 
getting wood to the Woodrats. Let me take this 
opportunity for a refresher on how Woodrats works.  
 
For the new members, the way we’ve been doing 
Woodrats recently is not the normal process. Before the 
pandemic, we accepted public inquiries through our 
website (the “Donate a Tree” page), the Head Woodrat 
made arrangements with the owner, and a date was set 
for us to convene at the tree. On that day, we’d set 
about the tree with multiple chain saws, organized the 
wood, and distributed it in an orderly manner. Note: 
running a chainsaw has never been and never will be, a 
prerequisite for participating in a Woodrats event.  
 
Nowadays we have to remain socially distant so we devised a new scheme. After an initial inquiry about 
donating a tree the Head Woodrat will convene a small number of people to cut the wood. Then, 
depending on site conditions, the wood can be distributed onsite or it can be moved another location for 
distribution. This is generally how Woodrats is working at this time and will continue to work for the 
foreseeable future.  
 
While our liability insurance allows us to use chainsaws at club sponsored events, we have to follow the 
rules and that can only occur when a single point of contact (the Head Woodrat) communicates with the 
owner. While we encourage members to keep their eyes and ears open, please remember that if you 
communicate with an owner on your own, it is not a club sponsored event and you are not covered by 
our liability insurance. If you have a line on the wood that you believe the club could use, get in touch 
with the Head Woodrat or go to the Donate a Tree page on our website.  
 
Keep in mind the following:  

 We cannot cut trees down. The trees have to be on the ground.  

 We generally don’t respond to Craigslist ads because then we are competing against the general 
public.  

 We generally stay within the greater Seattle area. While there is no boundary or official 
agreement, I don’t think we ought to encroach on the territory of other Puget Sound chapters.  

 Access is very important—we stay away from very busy roads and steep hillsides. 

 We generally only do hardwood; our favorites are Maple (any species), Madrone, European 
Beech and fruit wood. 

 Some evergreens like true Cedar work very well. Some people also really like Monkey Puzzle.  
 
A final word: Fairness is a big deal for me. I have always tried to be inclusive with wood distribution.  
Anybody who is a member in good standing will have equal access to Woodrat events. Free wood is one 
of the benefits of membership and I intend to protect that benefit.  
 

Russ Prior  
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber  

 

Sein/Sollen 
 
“Sein, Sollen, Existence, A Soul at Play.” I recently created a piece 
for Japanese poet Shizue Ogawa. She wrote a poem about one of 
my bowls and how, for most of us, woodworking is a release from 
the “must be/do” of our lives and allows us to just “be.”  
 
The poem talks about the existential dilemma between “being” and 
“having to be/do”. Every woman can connect with this: 
woodturning is a release from the everyday demands of our lives, 
and allows us to truly connect with who we are. Being (sein) is a 
concept describing the fact that you exist. It is an affirmation of 
being here, in the moment, alive.  
 
Duty (sollen) is an aspect of existence, what interferes with the sein, 
or with just being here with your identity. Sollen is what society, 
morality, etc. makes you do. Self-improvement, civic duty, your chores, cleaning, cooking, conforming to 
what society expects of you to be a “good” person. 
 
When we step up to the lathe all of the sollen melts away and we can connect with our sein. One of my main 
goals is to help women find ways to feel both enlightened and empowered with the work they do. While 
setbacks might discourage you, they’re essential to growing as an artist. When I teach students, I tell them to 
channel their inner Bob Ross – happy mistakes; I call them design opportunities. These happy mistakes are a 
teaching moment that allow students to improve and become more confident in their artistic skill. 
 
When I look at the poem, I realize that this gift from 
Shizue is the web of life and friendship getting 
bigger and touching the lives of more people. My 
hope is to extend that gift of art and caring to other 
women woodturners through teaching 

  

Women in Turning Virtual Exchange 2021 

 

The WiT virtual exchange for 2020 was such a great success that WiT will be doing it again. The 
official kick-off date for the 2021 Virtual Exchange will be on International Women’s Day, March 8, 
2021. There will be weekly Zoom meeting on Wednesdays and Fridays beginning April 14th. The 
deadline for completion of the projects is June 14th and the project presentation will be on June 
19th. Be on the lookout for more information pertaining to the event!  
 
For more information, go to the AAW Website. 
 

https://www.woodturner.org/Woodturner/WIT/WIT-Home-Page.aspx?WebsiteKey=c9100f02-c77e-4177-a9bc-7d3eb0216238&hkey=7f6a65b2-ec98-472f-a7b6-2ac573f7258d&New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon=7#New_ContentCollectionOrganizerCommon
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Don McNutt, 1937 – 2021 
Seattle Woodturners lost a true and trusted friend. Don passed away 
last month in the arms of his family, Rochelle (Rocky) his wife, his 
sons Rodney and Don and daughters Genevieve and Kristi. 
 
Don was a past president of Seattle Woodturners but shortly into his 
tenure he had to step-down to care for a sick family member. Don 
has been involved with wood working and primarily wood turning for 
many years. Although many projects still are unfinished he was able 
to complete several Windsor Chairs for his family that are prized for 
their workmanship and beauty. 
 
Over the years Don had been an avid rock hound, fisherman and 
jewelry maker which he was able to share with his family and friends 
growing up. 

 
Don was born in Iowa but relocated to Southern Colorado as a young man until he was drafted into the Army 
where he went overseas to post war Korean. He drove a bus for Madison House retirement community in his 
retirement from commercial truck driving and was well remembered for his easy laugh and gentle spirit. He was 
one of the most selfless people you have ever known. 
 
Don was a member of Alcoholics Anonymous with over forty years of sobriety and was a kind and generous man 
willing to help wherever he could. He is a grandfather and great grandfather and will certainly be missed by family 
and friends 
 

March Virtual Sawdust Session – March 27th 
Eileen Collins – Color and Coloring Your Wood 

 
I got my first college degree from the University of Washington in Textile Art, focusing on color and dyeing textiles, 
before realizing that I needed to make a living.  My sister helped give me this reality check, and then I went back 
and got an engineering degree.  In this presentation, I will explain basic color theory, how it applies to wood, and 
how to use the Pantone® color system to help you adjust the color you have to get closer to the color you want, or 
at least have an idea of what you will end up with.  I will also talk about the differences between dyes, stains and 
paints, and what is currently available in the market, so you can pick the right application for your project.   
 

What you see in the first photo is an array of products and techniques I plan to cover in the application portion of 
the presentation.  The second two are current projects, which will be discussed in the demonstration.  I will also be 
showing you my very first bowl I turned as an art student in approximately 1973, which is segmented, on a drill 
press. 
 

An email will be sent out with connection links prior to the meeting.   
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February WiT Demonstration – Sally Burnett 

Hopefully, you did not miss the WiT event with Sally Burnett, an extremely talented turner, as well as a very skilled 
and creative painter.  Here are a few photo picks from her Instagram page.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seattle Woodturners to Support Two Empty Bowl Events in 2021 – 
Get Involved! 

 

As most of you know, demand at local food banks has been at record levels 
during the pandemic. This demand will continue at these record levels 
through 2021.  Seattle Woodturners is going to support TWO Empty Bowl 
(emptybowls.com) fund raising programs this year across our region to 
support local food banks. Bowls of any size, shape, and finish are acceptable. 
This is a great way to clear out your stack of practice bowls! 
 

1) North Helpline - Emergency Services & Food Bank 
Actual Online Event Date - March 28 - April 1st.  This is a virtual online 
event.  The pickup for bowls and soup will be at 5 TBD locations.  
www.northhelpline.org 
Deadline for Bowl donation for Seattle Woodturners collection is Tuesday, 
March 16.  NOTE:  This is earlier than published in the February newsletter. 
 

2) Edmonds Food Bank - Peeling Back the Layers of Food Insecurity 
                                                              Actual Event Date - September 23rd  www.edmondsfoodbank.org 
 

For additional questions or follow up please contact Jim Kief (jimkief67@gmail.com), who is coordinating Empty 
Bowls this year.  Thanks for getting involved with our club to support our community and those in need!  

 

 

 

http://www.emptybowls.com/
http://www.northhelpline.org/
http://www.edmondsfoodbank.org/
mailto:jimkief67@gmail.com
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2021 Seattle AAW Auction 
Elizabeth Weber 

 

This year, the Seattle Woodturners is putting together a pilot auction to raise money for club outreach. The 
auction will include pieces from previous demonstrators, such as Adam Luna and Eric Lofstrom, other pieces of 
art, and potential “play dates” with some of our club members. Please watch out for future announcements 
about the auction! 
 
If you have ideas to make this a crazy wonderful event, or have something to donate, please contact a Board 
Member. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flocking your Work 

Eileen Collins 

Some very popular projects these days are boxes and tiny bowls.  
The WWGOA, (Wood Workers Guild of America) just posted a 
how-to video on YouTube on flocking your work.  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KvheL7oXBM) 
 
This 4.5 minute video shows you the basics and has some very 
useful and fundamental techniques for flocking.  Yes, you can 
line boxes with this technique, but that doesn’t mean it cannot 
be used in more creative and artistic manners.  Some ideas 
include stenciling or painting the glue on the outside of a bowl 
that you have done pyrography on, and are incorporating paint, 
dye and gilding, applying flocking there.  You are only limited by 
your imagination.  Its durability is unknown to me, but isn’t that 
part of our adventure in woodturning? 
 
I did a Google search and found flocking supplies available at Lee Valley, Rockler, Woodcraft, Amazon, and several other 
sites I had not seen before.  It comes in quite a few colors.  Be sure to get an applicator tube for each color you use.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KvheL7oXBM
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Club Membership for Introverts 
Barry Roitblat 

I’m not, by nature, the most sociable person. When I’m not in my shop, surrounded by woods, I’m on the trail, 
surrounded by, er…, woods, or on my bike – all largely solo pursuits. When I first started coming to club meetings, I’d 
tend to sit in the back, by myself, and not really talk to anyone.  It didn’t help that I only made it to meetings 
sporadically so that, even though there were always folks that made an effort to greet me, I wasn’t there often 
enough to get to really know anyone (or vice versa). I never went to the picnic in the summer, the holiday party in 
the winter, sawdust sessions, or even Woodrats events, for the most part. I wouldn’t bring in pieces for show and 
tell.  
  
Boy, was I missing out. 
 
I don’t know why I avoided many club activities, but as I say, I’m not easily sociable.  Add to that the dynamics of 
exposing my turning to the potential ridicule of esteemed artists and craftsmen from throughout the region and, 
well, maybe it was a little intimidating.  
 
Over time, however, I came to see that, despite the accomplishments and years of experience among the other 
members, there was no ridicule, no condescension or snobbery; only welcoming, constructive feedback, sharing of 
ideas, and support. I became more willing to engage, to share my work and, occasionally, even share my failures.  I 
am now more involved and, to my surprise, no-one has exposed me as a fraud or even gone out of their way to point 
out all the flaws in my work (that I *know* are there), and I’ve even gotten to know folks a bit. 
 
The club has a lot of resources. We get great demos, mentorship, sawdust sessions, workshops, wood (!), comradery 
and informal support. We all have things we can share with each other.  
 
It’s still not easy for me to put myself out there (although I do have a big mouth), but I’d like to put out a call to my 
fellow introverts: Don’t be intimidated, just join on in. 
 
Here are some ideas to get involved: 

 “Lurk” at one of the coffee hour sessions.  Ask questions or send them by chat (or e-mail) to one of the other 
participants 

 Invite a friend to join you in the club 

 Post pictures of your work in our private club Facebook group, submit them for the gallery, newsletter, 
meeting slideshow, or bring them to Show and Tell once we’re meeting again 

 Join a Woodrats session – it’s easy, just show up and take your turn to get some wood 

 Write an article for the newsletter, or just submit a handy tip, shop jig, etc. 

 Donate a bowl for Empty Bowls 

 Turn some tops for the Bellevue Arts Fair Kids Fair 

 Reach out to a mentor.  They’re happy to share their knowledge and offer support 

 Talk to a board member about some of the activities we’re working on, and see where you could help – that’s 
how many of us got started 
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Membership Renewal - 2021 
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, the Library, and 
workshops.  The majority of our income comes from membership fees and we hope you plan to renew.  The dues will 
remain the same as they have been in previous years.  
·  New Member:  If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes all of 2021. 
·  Renewal cost is $40 for all current members. 
·  Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to  Seattle AAW 14150 
NE 20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.   
 

There are two methods by which you may renew: 
1.    Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to:  Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153, 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
2.    Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a 
PayPal account. 

 

To renew on PayPal: 
1.     Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues.  Or click on this link (you 
can copy and paste this link instead): 
 https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 
2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take you to 
PayPal.  
3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if 
you do not (a PayPal account is not required). 
4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

 

Changed your contact information recently?  You can update your contact info by emailing me, at the address 
below.    
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email:  seattleaawt@gmail.com 

 

Safety, Safety, Safety! 
Eileen Collins 

I have to admit that I have watched a 
lot of YouTube videos, especially 
when I was recovering from surgery 
almost 2 years ago.  One of my 
favorite YouTubers is Stumpy Nubs.  
He explains processes in a very clear 
manner, finds amazing cool tools and 
produces short videos loaded with 
information.  Recently, he produced 
a video on adding a real first aid kit in 
the shop that caught my attention, 
and is worthy of sharing.  When I 
worked at Boeing, we had these all 
over the factory, and unfortunately, 
they were needed a lot.  Please take 
15 minutes to view this video, and if you want to add this well thought out first aid kit to your shop, he has included 
all the links to the products he stocked in his.  No one wants to have an accident, but if it happens, this can help you 
help yourself in an emergency.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0EmfREhgRw   

mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0EmfREhgRw
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February Virtual Sawdust Session 
Jigs & Things – Burt Hovander 

 

Our member, Burt Hovander, is a master of making jigs.  In the February Sawdust Session, we saw him repairing 
bowls and making his own sanding pads.  There is never a dull moment in his fabulous shop, and he is always 
willing to share what he knows!  If you missed the Sawdust Session, both videos shown in the demonstration are 
available on his YouTube channel.  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSsVLZIFOeunEoP4IgZL0nA/videos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pratt Fine Arts Center - April Class 
 

Donna Zils Banfield is slated to teach a class April 13-16 at the Pratt Fine Arts Center in Seattle, 
WA  The class is on Illusion in Wood. She was inspired to create an entire body of work that would 
deceive the viewer into believing it was something that it was not. It could be ceramic, pottery, glass 
or metal – until they picked it up to discover the deception. The online class will meet 3x a day for an 
hour each session over 4 days; the goal is 
to have students practice the techniques 
from their homes/studios and be fully 
immersed in the class.  Donna has been 
creating works of art in wood since she 

received her first lathe as a Christmas gift from her husband in 2001. 
She is mostly self-taught, and her carving techniques and designs 
evolved after studying under several internationally recognized artists, 
such as Andi Wolfe.  Click the link above for more information.  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSsVLZIFOeunEoP4IgZL0nA/videos
https://public.pratt.org/public/ClassDetail.faces?wrkid=3485
https://public.pratt.org/public/ClassDetail.faces?wrkid=3485
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Woodrats: January/February 2021 
Jim Hogg 

 

2021 got off to a bang with our first Woodrats chain-sawing on Friday, the first of January, at Ed French’s home: lots of Red 
Maple, with good figuring and some spalting.  Below is a photo of the main wood pile after sawing.  (Members collected 
the wood over the weekend) 

 

A few days later, and we sawed a Plum tree in Ballard, blown over in the 
storm.  The tree was still tilted at about 30 degrees above the ground.  So 
the job involved climbing the trunk and chain-sawing the branches ahead 
of the saw.  This was a 
long, slow job, being 
careful to successfully 
avoid accidents.  
Unfortunately, I forgot to 
take photos of this one! 
Soon after, some 
stunning chunks of 

Maple from Norm Vigus – a “grab and go” collection from his house, 
announced on 19-Jan-2021 
 

Norm also acquired several huge Maple logs from a neighbor in 
Anacortes.  I drove up and helped Norm chain-saw the log into five big slabs.  Then load it into the back of my truck for the 
return journey to Bellevue.  Here is a photo of the log beforehand. 
  

We followed a new protocol for collection: email members and ask who is 
interested in a slab.  First five replies earned a slab (the first reply arrived 
only a few minutes after the email went out).  Then allocate 15-minute 
time slots to the 5 winners, when they could come by and select their slab 
from the back of the truck. 
 
Next, another Maple, this time in 
Kirkland.  As you can tell from the 
action photo below, this tree 
yielded lots of good bowl blanks.  
Surprisingly, Saturday morning 
collection saw only a handful of 

members arrive to claim the wood, with some left over. 
 

Norm continues to saw the huge 
Maple he acquired from his 
neighbor, with wood hauled back 
from Anacortes on two subsequent 
occasions: the first by Ken Goddard  
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The second load by Chuck Mapili, with photos of the wood, just prior to 
loading 
 

Lastly, Norm and the others who joined in the chain-sawing. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Demonstrator – Rebecca DeGroot 

Walking Mushrooms 

 

Our February monthly virtual meeting hosted Rebecca DeGroot as the demonstrator.  One of her specialties is 
creating Walking Mushrooms, which are whimsical, visually fun and not difficult to make.  She has taken this 
concept to the next level, making larger works such as tables with the same techniques.  Here is a summary of 
Tim’s notes.  The recording of Rebecca's demo is available in the club library on DVD 
 
Legs:  Consider the grain direction for strength in legs - you want continual grain support with the grain 
running lengthwise. This is why Rebecca uses multi-piece legs with splines (and epoxy for the joint).  Use 
veneer for spline.  Make sure veneer doesn't rock in the spline cut.  Turn a full sized template for the legs so 
you can match them.  Cut out paper template of leg to use to pick angle to cut the leg joints.   
 
Body and Mushroom Top:  1 3/4" x 1 3/4" in cross section for body and top blanks used in demo.  Keep the 
body and mushroom cap about the same diameter (at widest points) for pleasing proportions.  Generally 
Rebecca uses a blank twice the length for the body as the cap.  Drill holes for legs while the body is still on 
lathe. The bottom of the cap is shaped like a donut where the gills will be burned.  When turning donut, the 
interior finish isn't important (it will be textured) but the form needs to be correct.  You want a nice crisp line 
to separate the donut from rest of piece.  Round the sharp edge of the bottom of the cap slightly to make it 
less fragile.  Use double stick tape instead of jam chuck to protect edge when removing. 
 
Finishing:  Use a sharpened wrench when creating the tenons on legs to easily get a consistent size.   Run 
Foredom carver in reverse, so cutting away from yourself, and dust goes away from you.  Take the mushroom 
body neck down to a square cross section, then down to an octagon, and then round.  Set the heat 
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temperature on the wood burner relatively high so you can create texture, not just color.  Rebecca uses a 
Colwood burner with a skew tip. 
 
Links from Chat: 
 
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/ 
https://www.rubberchucky.com/#/ 
http://rebeccadegroot.com/index.html 
http://www.saburr-tooth.com/ 
Foredom SR - https://www.foredom.net/product-category/flex-shaft-tools/flex-shaft-motors-speed-controls/ 
https://youmadethat.podbean.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
https://www.rubberchucky.com/#/
http://rebeccadegroot.com/index.html
http://www.saburr-tooth.com/
https://www.foredom.net/product-category/flex-shaft-tools/flex-shaft-motors-speed-controls/
https://youmadethat.podbean.com/
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March Monthly Virtual Meeting - Kai Muenzer 
Design & Inspiration for a Turned Drawer Cabinet 

 
From Kai’s bio: 
 
I have been tinkering with wood for a long time. Small 
repairs to furniture projects - some of these seemed to 
take forever to finish. Back in 2007 I took a class with 
Graeme Priddle who infected me with the wood turning 
bug which I seem not able to shake off. I discovered a 
new world of artistry and craftsmanship and began 
developing my turning and carving skills. 
 
Natural wood with all its irregularities gets a beautiful 
symmetrical shape through the work on the lathe. I like 
to explore that symmetry. Combining options based on 
character and size of a piece of wood with ideas for 
practical and useful or just interesting designs I typically 
begin a process of refinement and exploring possibilities 
by sketches and dummies.  Some projects end just 
there. In any case I thoroughly enjoy the crafting with 
wood. 
 
Through an international career in the oil industry I had 
the chance to live and learn in different cultures in the 
world gaining experiences that influence my work. My 
association with the wonderful folks of the Gulf Coast 
Woodturner Association allowed me to climb further up 
the technical ladder as well as discover a passion for 
teaching other wood turners - beginners to advanced 
and for demonstrating. I have been collaborating with 
glass mosaic artists in Malaysia and Texas and like to 
continue the collaboration with other crafts. 
 

 
 
 

Here is a link to an interesting article about Kai, along with pictures of him in 
action: https://www.rmotoday.com/mountain-guide/woodturners-musicians-and-basket-weavers-wanted-
for-creative-collaboration-2765095 
 
Website: https://kaimuenzer.com/ 
 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/kaimuenzer/ 

https://www.rmotoday.com/mountain-guide/woodturners-musicians-and-basket-weavers-wanted-for-creative-collaboration-2765095
https://www.rmotoday.com/mountain-guide/woodturners-musicians-and-basket-weavers-wanted-for-creative-collaboration-2765095
https://kaimuenzer.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kaimuenzer/
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Rosettes without Ornamental Turning       
David Lutrick 

 

Here is information about how I make the rosettes used for fixing funnels I described in the January newsletter 
article.  The equipment is easily assembled.  If you already have a trim router, you could be making similar 
ones in a matter of days.  I recommend an article by John Lucas in the February 2020 American Woodturner 
magazine that has great information on similar techniques and equipment for using a router on lathe work.  I 
hope some of you will share your router solutions and ideas, too. 
 
I clamp my trim router carriage onto an aluminum platform and move the bit through an arc when the 
platform post is rotated.  I can move the carriage plate back and forth on the platform, changing the diameter 
of the arc that the router bit cuts. With the precise spacing provided by the index wheel’s 48 stops, I can make 
designs with symmetry based on all the factors of 48 – 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 12, 16, 24 and 48.  Both cove and V-cutting 
bits work, each giving a unique visual effect. 
 
When the bit tip is placed exactly on the turning centerline and the platform post is aligned properly, rosettes 
can be precisely shaped on disks of wood.  The blank disks are mounted in the chuck, with either a tenon or 
recess, depending on the planned use of the rosette.  The surface is then shaped, scraped and sanded, making 
sure that it is uniform prior to routing.  The correct center of the arc is fixed by locking the banjo and the 
clamps.  Cuts progress around the blank, using as many index stops as desired.  With a height-fixing collar on 
the post, the platform remains on the same level during any adjustments and the indexing, so all the cuts will 
be in a horizontal plane passing through the lathe axis.  As long as the piece is not moved in the chuck, the 
position of the cuts will be accurate and repeatable.  Making practice pieces is always a good idea before 
starting on the final one. 
 
Convex and concave surfaces can be routed.  Each will give a different visual effect.  The January newsletter 
article has examples of both.  For a convex surface, a sharper peak in the blank center will result in single point 
tip when the rosette is finished.  Concave surfaces need a “well” in the center for the bit to enter and exit the 
cuts.  The vertical profile of the blank cross section prior to routing will define the shape of the rosette’s 
leaves.  If the profile is smooth, without inflection points, the leaf outline will be a smooth curve.  Inflection 
points on the profile will result in “corners” on the leaf outline. 
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  Gregg Johnson 
Shallow Fruit Bowl  
Spalted Big Leaf Maple 
4” x 14” 
Danish Oil and Carnauba Wax 
finish 
Sourced through our Club’s 
awesome Woodrats! 
 

 
 

Steve Geho 
Live Edge Red Oak Vessel -  
Love the wavy rim of this form and the medullary rays of the red oak. Created in 2020 from reclaimed wood obtained 
from @seattle_woodturners Woodrats adventure. Turned green with orange oil and beeswax finish. 10 5/8” x 4 1/2” 
 

   

Barry Roitblat 
According to my records, this is the 
2000th piece I've turned (including 
peppermills, bowls, bottle 
stoppers, pens, etc.). Black Ash 
burl, approx. 8 1/2" wide. 
Black Ash burl is one of my favorite 
woods to work with, but I don't 
really have a source to get it 
anymore. 
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Heidi Corgatelli-Bredehoeft 
This is a baby rattle I just completed for my grandson. 2 hollow balls with popcorn inside. Maple with Walnut dots. 
I’m not sure what kind of wood the handle is but it’s got some very beautiful grain. I used the same technique as 
making hollow ornaments. The handle was turned first but it ended up tinier than I needed the hole to be for 
hollowing so I made a “cap” that would fit the hole with a smaller hole in the cap. 
 

  

Tim Tibbets found this on Instagram 
and shared the link to this clever tool! 
 
utah_bowls 
This I how I layout the tenon size for 
my 4 jaw Chucks hopefully it’s helpful 
to some. 
Layout stick is 5/16” x 1 1/2” x 11” 
with a 5/8” slot to match 
my @craftsuppliesusa cup center. 
Layout a disc with the optimum sizes 
to match each of your chucks- transfer 
them to the layout stick - cut a saw 
kerf and file each mark to align a 
pencil to mark the foot of the bowl. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/utah_bowls/
https://www.instagram.com/craftsuppliesusa/
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  Steve Geho 
Quilted Western Maple 
Vessel 
Instrument quality piece 
I secured many years ago 
and eventually had the 
right inspiration for the 
form in 2019, trying a 
dramatic, angular shape 
and rim bead with 
undercut interior.  
10 1/8” x 3 3/8” 
 

 
 

Perry Shaw 
Maple from last last 
weekend’s woodrats event. 
Special thanks to the club 
members who spend their 
time finding timber, cutting it 
up and organizing the 
woodrat events. I really 
appreciate you. 
8.5“ tall x 7.5” wide 

 

Steve Geho 
Tada! Almost completed 
Spalted Cherry Bowl - 
Polished to 15K no finish 
applied yet - thinkin’ Tung 
Oil & wax. Follow up to prior 
post.  
About 5/16” thin in upper 
1/2, it feels right a bit thicker 
in lower 1/2 for balance. 
Whew, I had enough to work 
with as I made round and 
refined the form. 4.5”x11.5” 
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Steve Geho 
Live Edge Figured Birch 
Shallow Bowl - 
Nice piece created in 2018 
from reclaimed wood obtained 
from @seattle_woodturners 
Woodrats adventure. Turned 
green with BLO finish. 1/4” x 
1.75” x 9” 
 

 

Jim Kief 
I'm experimenting some with 
milk paints to create contrast 
with these light color woods. 
This is cherry, 8"X2.5" 

Steve Geho 
Black Walnut 
Figured Platter - 
“Waves of Grain” 
Front photos of 
finished piece; 
Walnut 
oil/Microcrystalline 
Wax.  
1.25” x 16.5” 
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  Joe Cornell 
A couple weeks ago in one of the 
evening coffee chats the topic of 
air drying thicker blanks came up. 
Here is a 7x5x8.5 inch white oak 
blank that dried for 4 to 5 years 
on my shelf here in Kenmore. 
This tree fell on the power line 
near the corner of 78th Ave NE 
and 155 St. just about 5 years 
ago. I was still setting up shop at 
that time and did not have any 
anchor seal so I used some left-
over latex paint to coat the ends. 
The bowl sat on the lathe 
overnight last week and seemed 
the get out of round by only a 
few millimeters when I came 
back and turned it round again. 

 

Tim Tibbetts 
Finally moved one project from the in work shelf to the "As done as it's gonna get" shelf. Had to get out the beast to 
hold it while finishing the inside. Unfortunately, I was just putting finish on the bottom when it fell off the lathe bed, 
bounced off something, and rolled halfway down the driveway before I could catch it. So it has some "character" 
marks in places... 
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  Steve Gary 
Black walnut bowl from a 
sawdust session several 
years ago. It's 9 3/4" 
diameter x 3 3/8" tall with 
walnut oil/microcrystal 
wax finish. 

 

 

Cortney Michalak 
A pair of rings made of 
white Corian. It’s not 
wood, but it polished up 
like a dream and feels so 
smooth on the skin. 
Makes for a great ring 
 

 

Paul Velotta 

Playing with butterflies today 
Both are sycamore, live edge 
used Wenge inserts and 
calabash used Bloodworm 
First time  
Used system sold by Big Island 
Engraving 
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Ron Reynolds 
Another one of those end-
grain maple blanks from 3 
years ago. (This time I 
decided to keep it simple 
open-form). My hope is to 
churn thru all of it before the 
spalting turns them to mush. 
wet-sanded to 600 then eee-
ultra; no real finish applied 
yet. 10"x3.5" 

 

Don Samuelson 
This was fun. Actually I am 
turning Easter Eggs from 
Spectra. The shapes and 
colours caught my attention 
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Steve Gary 
Big leaf maple bowl. 6" 
diameter x 2 3/4" tall, dyed 
and shellac finish. Thanks Joel 
for the wood 

Perry Shaw 
Some Spalted Maple from 
today’s Woodrats event  
(Feb 6) 
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Jim Steck 
This morning's 
Kirkland Woodrats 
bowl better than 
yesterday's cracked 
one. Includes a bit of 
not-too-rotten 
spalting! 

 

 

Jose Pantoja 
Beautiful vessels with interesting grain and details! 
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 Show  
  

 

Jim Kief 
Live edge maple finished 
with wipe on poly to retain 
the natural color. 
6.75” X 3.75” 
 

Gregg Johnson 
Candy Bowl with Coved Rim 
Spalted and Figured Big 
Leaf Maple  
3” x 8” 
Shellac and Carnauba Wax 
finish  
From Woodrats collection 
circa 2018...thanks team! 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.   

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their 

new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for 
insertion in the next newsletter! 
 

FOR SALE:  CUSTOM LIGHT BOX - This light box is fully knockdown. It is put together with star knobs 

and threaded inserts. Included is a roll of muslin fabric for backdrops and light diffusion, as well as a gray felt 
backdrop. The lights clamp onto the cross bars. More lights can be added. The assembled dimensions are 30” 
wide by 24” deep and 36 high.  Price:  $60 
Contact:  Earl Bartell, earlturns@aol.com, 206-713-3390 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE!!!!  Harbor Freight Air Compressor 
I bought this a while ago, before I got sick, and finally turned it on recently.  I already wear 
hearing aids, and this is much louder than I am comfortable being around, even with 
hearing protection.  (Rated 89db on the Harbor Freight website)  If you would like it, come 
get it!  I live in north Edmonds.  I can also meet you at the next Woodrats gathering, if that 
works better for you.  If no one wants it, I will be taking it to the dump along with the old 
compressor that was my dad’s and hasn’t been used in decades. 
Contact:  Eileen Collins, Eileen_collins@comcast.net, 206-724-9786 
 

For Sale: McCulloch Pro MAC 610 chainsaw with an 18” bar.  The saw was recently serviced and tuned.  Has 

the compression of a new saw.  Runs great. Includes two extra bars and one extra chain, chain guard, bucking 
spikes, manual.  $150.  Contact Earl Bartell, earlturns@aol.com, 206-713-3390 

   
 

    

mailto:earlturns@aol.com
mailto:Eileen_collins@comcast.net
mailto:earlturns@aol.com
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Sponsors 
  

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or 
provide equipment discounts) to the club.   
 

 

www.woodworkingshop.com          1-800-228-0000 
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if 
you are registered with them as a club member 

 
 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com      1-800-551-8876 
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a 
member of the Seattle AAW chapter 
  

 

www.dustystrings.com   206-634-1662 
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops 

 
 

www.chefspecialties.com                      1-800-440-2433 
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.   
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com) 

 

 

 
www.rockler.com 
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card 
   

 

www.crosscutseattle.com           206-623-0334 
10% discount with your membership card 

 
www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com     253-804-3211 
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we 
purchased for Sawdust Sessions. 

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
file:///C:/Users/eilee/Documents/Woodturning/Seattle%20AAW/2021-01%20January/www.dustystrings.com
http://www.chefspecialties.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscutseattle.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar 

Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with 

the latest updates! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Location When Summary Description 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 9, 2021 at 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Coffee Hour 

(Evening) 
Open to all members to informally discuss woodturning topics of 

interest. Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 11, 2021 at 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Monthly 

Meeting: Kai 

Muenzer - 

Woodturning 

as Art 

Kai Muenzer will be joining us remotely from Canada to talk and 

demonstrate on the topic of "Woodturning as Art". Kai will talk 

about the inspiration, the design, the process and possible 

extensions for a turned drawer cabinet. He will turn the cabinet 

and cut out the drawer front and explain the assembly of the… 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 16, 2021 at 

8:30 am – 10:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

(Morning) 
Open to all members to informally discuss woodturning topics of 

interest. Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 23, 2021 at 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Coffee Hour 

(Evening) 
Open to all members to informally discuss woodturning topics of 

interest. Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 27, 2021 at 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 
Sawdust 

Session: 

Eileen Collins 

- Coloring 

Your Wood 

Eileen Collins will be talking about color and coloring your work. 

From Eileen:  I got my first college degree from the University of 

Washington in Textile Art, focusing on color and dyeing textiles, 

before realizing that I needed to make a living, and went back to 

college to get an engineering degree. In this presentation, some 

of the things I will talk about are basic color theory, how it applies 

to wood, the Pantone® color system, the differences between 

dyes, stains and paints, and what is available. 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 30, 2021 at 

8:30 am – 10:30 am 
Coffee Hour 

(Morning) 
Open to all members to informally discuss woodturning topics of 

interest. Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom: 

Virtual 

Meeting 

March 30, 2021 at 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Board 

Meeting 
Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to attend, and 

can do so by contacting any Board Member beforehand to obtain 

Zoom Meeting link. 

 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/
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 Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Russ Prior               russcprior@gmail.com 

Vice President Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com 

Secretary Randi Aiken 
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Brown 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Director of  
Membership 

Elizabeth Weber 
 

Director of  
Communications  

Jim Steck 
  

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Barry Roitblat  
barry@rentonww.com  

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Sylvia Wayne 
sylvielen02@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Steve Geho 
Steve.geho@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Woodrat  Russ Prior 
russcprior@gmail.com 

Audio and Video  Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Eileen Collins 

eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Web Site Steve Geho 
steve.geho@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney      
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian George Baskett 
Rich Formisano 

Sealer Steve Gary 
gpworks@comcast.net 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
  

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turning 
(Wit) Rep 

Elizabeth Weber  
 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Meeting: March 11th, 2021 (REMOTE VIRTUAL MEETING) 

See the website Events Calendar for details 
Watch your email for the Zoom Meeting Link – Contact a board member if you need help or have questions 
about connecting. 
 

https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/
https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/

