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Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — August 2021  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 
Instagram:  @seattle_woodturners 
 

 
August 12th Virtual Meeting  
  

Jeff Hornung – “Finishing the Finish” 
Jeff is the owner of The Walnut Log, where you can get a 
variety of finishing products.  Here is your chance to learn 
more about finishing, and ask all those questions you 
have!  See page 4 for more information 
 

August 21st – Virtual Sawdust 
Session – Segmented Turning 
Hold the date for this informative Sawdust Session with 
Tom Nelson on Segmented Turning.  See page 5 for more 
information.  A link to the virtual session will be sent to 
members prior to the meeting.  Stay tuned. 
 

Membership:  See page 7 for renewal and new 
member information. 
 

Woodrats Updates   
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities.  We still have Pandemic-safe ways for you to 
get some great wood.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
  

 

October Workshops with Eric Lofstrom 
The Seattle AAW is hosting 2 workshops with Eric Lofstrom October 16-17.  
Eric offers a wide variety of workshops, each of which will increase your 
knowledge base.  Elizabeth has sent an email to all members on July 26th, 
requesting everyone to vote for their preferences.  Please take a few 
minutes to respond to her request on your preferences.  Here is a list of 
the choices:  (Contact a board member if you have questions.) 

1) Skew Skills: “Making the Cuts!” 
2) A Day of Honing Your Skills: “Edges to SHAVE With!” 
3) Turning an Artistic End Grain Bowl: “Namaste” Series 
4) Turning an End Grain Box: “Breathing” Series 
5) Turning a Square-Rim Bowl: “Resonance” Series 
6) Turning a Square-Rim Bowl: “Radiance” Series 
7) Turning a Rice Bowl: Refined, Elegant, Functional 
8) Textures & Finishes for Turners: Surface Treatments from 

Functional to Sculptural 
9) Two Days of Technique-Building Treasures (Eggs, Tops, Endgrain 

Bowls & Boxes) 

http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/seattlewoodturners/
https://www.instagram.com/seattle_woodturners/
http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
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President’s Message 
August 2021 

 

I recently heard a radio story about a professor who studies 
how human behavior is shaped by language. Apparently, 
aboriginal Australians do not have a concept of left and 
right; their language does not include words that translate 
to “left” and “right”. Instead, they speak of cardinal 
directions. As I understand it, one’s left leg can be either 
one’s east leg or west leg depending on the direction they 
are facing. What a concept! Seems like a really good way to 
keep one’s self importance in check by being forced to 
always know one’s position in/on the world.  
 
Of course, the cardinal direction world makes perfect sense 
when you’re giving directions to somewhere. Turn left on 
177th Place to get to my place only makes sense if you’re 
traveling west bound on NE 165th Street. Much easier to 
simply say, turn south on 177th Place. Then it doesn’t 
matter which direction you’re traveling on 165th.   
 
But how does a cardinal direction world make sense when you’re describing how to tighten a bolt or screw?  
The convention in the western world is to use right-handed threads, meaning you tighten a bolt or nut by 
turning to the right. Would that change depending on which way you are facing when tightening that bolt? 
Yikes, that would get complicated really quickly. Would righty tighty, lefty loosey become westy tighty, eastie 
loosey or eastie tighty, westy loosey?  
 
And how about lathe rotation? Woodturners speak of turning backwards when the rotation is clockwise 
(while facing the headstock). Isn’t that interesting? Forward rotation is counter-clockwise—well that’s 
awkward. I suppose another way to think of it is that forward rotation is when the piece is rotating toward 
you. And, of course if you’re viewing the lathe from the left side of the headstock, forward rotation is 
clockwise. Now turn the lathe around so it’s facing the other direction, oh forget it…my head is spinning.  
 
Let’s go back to left-hand vs right-hand threads. When I was in high school the woodshop had two big old 
Powermatic lathes with threaded arbors on each end of the headstock arbor. This design allowed turning 
large diameter objects on the outboard side of the lathe. The trick is that the outboard arbor used left-
handed threads in order to keep the workpiece from unscrewing itself as the cut is applied. (The Wright 
Brothers used this principle when they invented the concept of using a left-hand thread on the left-hand 
pedal.) Ever wonder why some faceplates and chucks have set screws? That is to keep the workpiece from 
unscrewing if you’re turning backwards (as is often the case when sanding). With modern lathes and 
electronic braking, this can happen to right-hand threads under a braking from forward rotation too, 
especially when turning a big heavy piece. It’s happened to me; luckily, the piece did not come disengaged 
from the lathe.  
 
Enough blather. You might well believe that I’m grasping for subject matter these days—I blame it on the 
dog-days of August. We do have several club activities scheduled in the coming months so pay attention to 
the newsletter calendar for upcoming events.  
  

Russ Prior 
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber 

Persistence 
 
Do you ever have a time when nothing seems to be working 
right? The bowl gods have somehow decided to curse your 
work, and force you to make a sacrifice to your garden or fire 
pit. No matter how perfect we try to make our lives seem, you 
know we have all been there. The best lessons we can learn 
about ourselves in instances such as this is to keep moving 
forward and continue learning.  
 
Learning something new can be incredibly frustrating. Maybe 
the first cuts we make on a piece don’t go quite as expected, 
but that doesn’t mean you stop. Maybe you step back and try to 
understand why something isn’t working. Or maybe you decide 
to approach the turning another day. The same thing happens 
to seasoned turners too. Struggles in the craft are part of being 
a maker. Before you master a technique, you have to learn it 
and practice. Examples are elsewhere, such as ice skaters who fall and fall again until they get that Axel 
right, or you are given a recipe but it does not really work until you adapt it slightly and perfect it, or 
discover the "know how" that makes it better.  
  
There is also the inability to perform to ideal standards either set by the craft’s rules or by oneself. 
Maurizio Pollini, one of the greatest pianists of all times, had to be in a certain mood or frame of mind to 
play the way he wanted. If he knew it was not going to happen, he would simply cancel a concert 
appearance. One most recent example is of Simone Biles withdrawing from the Olympic competition due 
to the pressure to win.  
 
There is also a situation where the artist is creating something entirely new, and artists sometimes 
destroy their first attempts. This is from frustration of setting your own standards of perfection because 
of the unknown. You may have a vision in your head of what you want, but it doesn’t quite come out 
how you had hoped. Renaissance artists are notorious for becoming discouraged when they worked with 
new techniques they were developing, such as gesso or new colors, because the chemistry of colors and 
textures were not what they had envisioned. I recently had some frustrating experiences around working 
on a finish. No matter what I did, nothing was going quite right. Eventually after about 10 tries, I got the 
finish to work. I tucked away that information so that in the future I may be able to help others who find 
themselves with similar situations. Any time you truly create, invent a new genre, medium, you are 
bound to experience failure until you succeed.  
 
The most successful people are the ones that take risks, make mistakes, and learn from those mistakes. 
I’ve had countless conversations with people expressing frustrations over something not working. I 
always tell them, “Great! You’re on your way to being an expert!” Persistence is the key to learning and 
not giving up. Women in Turning is great for creating an environment for encouraging others to try new 
things and help offer support in a variety of ways. So if you find yourself in a roadblock with a project, 
don’t give up. Use it as a learning and growth opportunity.   
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Seattle AAW August 2021 Virtual Meeting 
Jeff Hornung – “Finishing the Finish”  

Thursday, August 12th, starting at 6pm 
 

Our August demonstrator will be Jeff Hornung of The Walnut Log. His topic will be "Finishing the Finish" - he’ll 
discuss Oil vs. Surface Film, food safe, finishing cuts, sanding, sealers, hardware store finishes and most all of the 
products he actually sells.  Jeff will provide real time instruction on how to properly use a variety of finishing 
products. He will also demonstrate some actual finishing.  More information is available on his website 
at https://www.thewalnutlog.com/jeffhornung/.  Members receive a link via email. 
 
 

  

 

 

https://www.thewalnutlog.com/jeffhornung/
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Seattle AAW August 2021 Virtual Sawdust Session 

Saturday, August 21st at 9am with Tom Nelson 
 
Segmented turned pieces are always something to be admired.  Tom Nelson will be showing us how he 
makes these beautiful pieces in the August Seattle AAW Sawdust Session.  Here is a sneak peak at some 
of Tom Nelson’s segmented work from Facebook.  He uses a variety of woods, and creates lovely finished 
pieces.  Join us and get inspired!  A link to the Zoom session will be sent to members prior to the 
demonstration.   
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Seattle Woodturners to Support Two Empty Bowl Events in 2021 – 
Get Involved! 

 

Seattle Woodturners is going to support a second Empty Bowl 
(emptybowls.com) fundraising program later this year with the Edmonds 
Food Bank (www.edmondsfoodbank.org) - Peeling Back the Layers of Food 
Insecurity. The actual event date is September 23rd, so keep your eyes 
open for announcements regarding this opportunity sometime this 
summer. 
 

2) Edmonds Food Bank - Peeling Back the Layers of Food 
Insecurity 
                                     www.edmondsfoodbank.org 
 

For additional questions or follow up please contact Jim Kief 
(jimkief67@gmail.com), who is coordinating Empty Bowls this year.  Thanks 
for getting involved with our club to support our community and those in 
need! 

 

 
1) Empty Bowls – North Helpline Food Bank in Seattle - March 2021 
 
This is just a sample of the 105 bowls donated by Seattle Woodturners to the "Empty Bowls" fund-raiser for 
North Helpline Food Bank in Seattle. Great big THANK YOU goes to everyone who contributed!   
 
 
  

 

http://emptybowls.com/
http://www.edmondsfoodbank.org/
http://www.edmondsfoodbank.org/
mailto:jimkief67@gmail.com
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Membership Renewal – 2021/2022 
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, the Library, and 
workshops.  The majority of our income comes from membership fees and we hope you plan to renew.  The dues will 
remain the same as they have been in previous years.  
·  New Member:  If you are signing up as a new member by August 31st, you will be paying $25, which includes the 
remainder of 2021.  
·  Renewal cost is $40 for all current members.  If you sign up before 12/31 for 2022, you get a $5 discount and pay 
only $35. 
·  Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to  Seattle AAW 14150 NE 
20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.   
 
There are two methods by which you may renew: 

1.    Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to:  Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153, 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
2.    Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a 
PayPal account. 

 
To renew on PayPal: 

1.     Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues.  Or click on this link (you 
can copy and paste this link instead): 
 https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 
2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take you to PayPal.  
3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if you 
do not (a PayPal account is not required). 
4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

 
Changed your contact information recently?  You can update your contact info by emailing me, at the address below.    
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email:  seattleaawt@gmail.com 

 

  
The American Association of Woodturners 

 
This month’s issue is jam-packed with an incredible amount of 
information!  If you have not joined the AAW, consider it.  Here 
is a general list of topics, and the magazine contains so much 
more!   
 

 Turn a Carving Mallet 
 Make a Timeless and Elegant Hourglass 
 Hollowing Through the Bottom 
 Lathe-Mounted Sharpening Station 
 Beginning or Ending? A Turned Infinity Cube 
 Finding the Center: 2021 AAW Member Exhibition  
 Creative Workholding Solution: Problem-solving at its 

best 
 Michelle Holzapfel: 2021 POP Merit Award Recipient  

 
Get more information on their website.   
https://www.woodturner.org/ 
 

mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://www.woodturner.org/


Seattle AAW Newsletter  8 | P a g e  
 

 

Wallace Sculptures 
David Lutrick 

 
Architect Roger Wallace commissioned 
these sculptures for his home in Lake 
Forest Park.   
 
They were based on floor vases I had made 
that were about 2 feet tall and six inches 
across.  The sculptures needed to be of a 
scale to fill a corner space in a large room 
with 17 foot ceilings, so the floor vase 
height was scaled upward to 7 feet for the 
largest one.   
 
The hollow bases are about a foot across 
and were made from one inch thick boards 
re-sawn from three thick slabs of kiln dried 
spalted maple.  The bases are slightly 
tapered with mitered edge joints with a 
spline running lengthwise. The tops were 
turned from rough composite blanks 
consisting of 16 segments.   
 
The segments had been pre-sawn to match 
shapes cut from a full-scale prototype 
turning, then epoxied together and turned 
to the final design profile.   
 
The inside of the tops were not 
turned.  The tops fit into the bases with a 
line of thin walnut boards that act as a 
“gasket” between the pieces, ensuring 
generous gluing surfaces.  The walnut line 
melds with the walnut veining on the 
bases’ edges.  The vintage banding was 
made by Buffard Fréres about 100 years 
ago in France.` 
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July All Day Demonstration 
with Seri Robinson 

 
The Seattle AAW hosted an all day demonstration with “Dr. Spalt”, aka Dr. Seri Robinson on July 10th in Seattle.  
The Wood Technology Center is a delightful gathering place, especially after spending such a long time not 
being able to meet in person for events.  If you missed this, you missed a great demonstration! 
 
Dr. Robinson covered a wide variety of topics related to spalted wood, such as: 

 What is spalting? 

 Tools to use and how to cut spalted wood to avoid tearout 

 Different stages of the spalting process 

 Zone lines 

 Pigmentation 

 Fungii – intelligent organisms 

 Historical uses of colored spalted wood 

 Fungi “poop” use to color wood 

 How to set up spalted wood on the lathe 

 Finishes to use with spalted wood 

 
In the afternoon, tables were setup, and we were shown how to prepare little containers of fungii “poop” to 
color the wood.  We learned that this technique was not additive, in that you could not mix red and yellow to 
get orange, but we were able to layer one color on a piece of wood to enrich the color.   
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2021 Seattle AAW Tool Swap 
Earl Bartell 

 

The tool swap was a great success and I think a good time was had by everyone. The deals at the wood raffle 
were outstanding. We marked some of the wood for direct sale. Is there such a thing as a wood frenzy? I think 
we had one. Thank you Tim for the push in that direction.  We even had some flat wood that found a home, 
much to Russ’ relief.  
 
It was good to see so many folk in person. Our new librarian, Courtney Michakak, was there and seemed to be 
doing a good business. It is nice to have a librarian back in the mix. 
 
Jimmy and Cindy at the D-Way booth had some great deals and Cindy said they enjoyed seeing the turn out. 
Cindy said it was worth her getting up at five to make the trip!  
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gregg Johnson  
Warped Rim Bowl  
Orcas Island Madrone  
2 1/2” x 10 1/2”  
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish 

 

 

Ron Reynolds  
Green thin turned olive. I hear it's prone to 
cracking. It's certainly the most corrosive 
wood I've turned since white oak. (6" x 2"; 
no finish, just sanded to 600) 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members  

 

 

  

 

Cortney Michalak  
Double dyed yellow cedar burl (red and 
just a little blue) on an executive kit 

 

Ron Reynolds  
Inward and outward facing Macadamia Nut 
bowls 

Gregg Johnson  
Jeff and Kendra's Huge Salad Bowl  
South Seattle Tulip Tree  
7” x 17”  
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  

Jim Kief  
Uncovered a stack of Alaskan Yellow Cedar bowls I cored last fall. This is beautiful wood that turns like a dream. 
Dries fast with very little warping. The smaller bowl is finished with an oil finish and the larger (11") bowl is finished 
with a WB Poly, which accounts for the color differences. 

 

Michael Crampon  
Experimenting with different 
Celtic knot patterns - maple 
(and one curly maple) + veneer 
at different angles/offsets. 
Finished with CA glue. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members  

––––

 

Thomas Nelson  
Recent segment turnings.  
Imbua, Alaskan Yellow Cedar.  
Walnut, Maple, Ash, Purple Heart. 

Gregg Johnson  
Small Serving Bowl  
Bridle Trails Bitter Cherry  
2 1/2” x 7”  
India Ink, Beeswax and Walnut Oil 
finish 

Jose Pantoja  
Alaskan Cedar,  
10” high by 4.75” wide,  
Shellac finish 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

Dan Schuy  
These all were prove-it pieces, designed using the Segment-Pro and Lamination-Pro software suite taking 
lessons learned from earlier, and much simpler segmented work and meant to challenge my abilities.  
   
The "more shapely" piece at just under 10" tall is made of Mesquite and Bubinga with an Ebony foot and 
collar.  The feature ring was made using Bolivian Rosewood, Figured Maple and Ebony.  The piece is finished 
with Antique Oil. 
   
The "twin towers" each stand 10 1/2" tall and were made with Sapele segments and a Figured Maple 
foot.  The Sapele came from one of my wife's PT clients who had redone the floors in their home and given 
me the off-cuts.  There are 19 rings in each vessel with the rings containing 24 segments.  They are finished 
with Tried and True's Oil/ Wax finish.  One of these will be gifted back to my wife's client in appreciation of 
the wood. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

  

 

  

 

Bob Sievers  
Bob has been busy this month making some lovely Cherry bowls. Sizes range from 8” to 12”. 

Tim Tibbetts 
"Think you used enough glue there, 
Butch?" 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. 

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their 

new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for 
insertion in the next newsletter! 
 

For Sale: Powermatic 3520B Lathe and Chucks 
My health forces the sale of my Powermatic 3520B $3000 firm. 
3 chucks:  2 Oneway, 1 Vicmarc with Cole Jaws and most other jaws. $500 
You will need to bring help if you plan to purchase as I cannot help move the lathe. 
 
Contact: Corey Markus at 206-734-5988 for more information 
 

FREE!!  
I have 14 new 4 ft. fluorescent light bulbs size T-8. They are free for anyone associated with the club.  I am 

building a new shop and have used all recessed can lighting.  I am in the Shoreline area just south of Aurora 

Village, (Home Depot/Costco). 

Contact: Matt Tullio, woodfx@live.com, 206-595-1382 if interested. 

  

mailto:woodfx@live.com
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Sponsors 
  

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or 
provide equipment discounts) to the club.   
 

 

 

www.woodworkingshop.com          1-800-228-0000 
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if 
you are registered with them as a club member 

 
 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com      1-800-551-8876 
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a 
member of the Seattle AAW chapter 
  

 

www.dustystrings.com   206-634-1662 
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops 

 
 

www.chefspecialties.com                      1-800-440-2433 
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.   
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com) 

 

 

 
www.rockler.com 
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card 
   

 

www.crosscutseattle.com           206-623-0334 
10% discount with your membership card 

 
www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com     253-804-3211 
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we 
purchased for Sawdust Sessions. 

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
file:///C:/Users/eilee/Documents/Woodturning/Seattle%20AAW/2021-01%20January/www.dustystrings.com
http://www.chefspecialties.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscutseattle.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar 

Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with 

the latest updates! 

Location When Summary Description 

Madison 

House 

Assisted 

Living 

Community, 

12215 NE 

128th St, 

Kirkland, WA 

98034, USA 

August 3, 2021 at 

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Board Meeting Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to 

attend. 

via Zoom August 12, 2021 at 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Virtual Monthly 

Meeting: 

Demonstrator: Jeff 

Hornung, Topic: 

Finishing the 

Finish 

Our remote demonstrator will be Jeff Hornung on the 

topic of Finishing the Finish. Agenda: 6:00 PM - 6:30 

PM Social time, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM Meeting time. 

Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. More info 

on Jeff is available 

here: https://www.thewalnutlog.com/jeffhornung/ 

via Zoom August 21, 2021 at 

9:00 am – 11:00 

am 

Virtual Sawdust 

Session - 

Segmenting with 

Tom Nelson 

Details TBD 

Madison 

House 

Assisted 

Living 

Community, 

12215 NE 

128th St, 

Kirkland, WA 

98034, USA 

August 31, 2021 at 

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Board Meeting Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to 

attend. 

   

https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/
https://www.thewalnutlog.com/jeffhornung/
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 Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Russ Prior               russcprior@gmail.com 

Vice President Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com 

Secretary Randi Aiken 
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Brown 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Director of  
Membership 

Elizabeth Weber 
 

Director of  
Communications  

Jim Steck 
  

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Barry Roitblat  
barry@rentonww.com  

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Sylvia Wayne 
sylvielen02@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Andy Firpo 
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Woodrat  Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Audio and Video  Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Contact Russ Prior if you need this 

information. 

Web Site Steve Geho 
steve.geho@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney      
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian Courtney Michalak 
library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com 

Sealer Steve Gary 
garydesignworks@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
  

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turning 
(Wit) Rep 

Elizabeth Weber  
 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Event: Virtual Meeting, August 12th, 2021 (Jeff Hornung) 

See the website Events Calendar for details 
 

 

mailto:library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/
https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/

