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Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — September 2021  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 
Instagram:  @seattle_woodturners 
 

 
September 9th: Virtual Meeting  
  

Rudy Lopez – Natural Edge Winged 
Platter with Feet 
 
Join us on 9/9 for an exciting Virtual meeting to watch 
Rudy Lopez turn one of his winged bowls with feet for us!  
In the meantime, you can visit his website and see 5 
pages of beautiful photos in his website gallery. 
https://rudolphlopez.com/ 
 
Here is Rudy’s Mission Statement:  "Life should not be a 
journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely 
in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used 
up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming  
WOW !..... WHAT A RIDE !!!!" 
- Hunter S. Thompson 
 

There is no Sawdust Session in September 
 

Membership:  See page 7 for renewal and new member information. 
 

Woodrats Updates   
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities.  We still have Pandemic-safe ways for you to 
get some great wood.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
  

 

 
 

Stay safe when you turn!! 
Stay in the moment.  

Think about what you are doing. 

http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/seattlewoodturners/
https://www.instagram.com/seattle_woodturners/
https://rudolphlopez.com/
http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
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President’s Message 
September 2021 

 

 
I just read an article in Popular Woodworking about 
perfection. I’ve always thought that the goal for every project 
I undertake is to make it perfect. While a worthy goal, I’ve 
never attained it. Rather than give up, I’ve come to realize, 
just as the author did, that perfection is very difficult 
(impossible?) to achieve. I’ve come full circle and have said to 
myself, “Russ, do you want it perfect or do you want it done?” 
I like this dictionary definition of perfect: excellent or complete 
beyond practical improvement. “…beyond practical 
improvement…” is the key phrase in my mind. What’s the 
point of spending an additional hour or day to make that last 
imperfection disappear? You, the maker, are the only person 
who will know it exists. So what’s the point? Who are you 
trying to impress?  
 
I recently drove my vardo to a music gathering at the berry farm owned by a gentleman I went to high school with. 
(An aside, I graduated high school in 1971 so this summer is the 50th anniversary of my class graduation. The 
formal party had to be cancelled so this music thing was a consolation prize.) Many people were interested to see 
my vardo and there was universal praise to the high level of craftmanship. But I KNOW it’s not perfect; there are 
blemishes everywhere, design mistakes, and wiring boo-boos. But do those shortcomings impact peoples’ 
impressions? Not in the slightest.  
 
I used to show people where I made mistakes. Why? Don’t ask me. But I think I’ve gotten over it. People want to 
enjoy other people’s work in their own way. Showing them your mistakes detracts from the enjoyment. My best 
example is with the rocking chair I made about 3 years ago. I planed and rasped and sanded until I thought it was 
done. Nearly perfect. With the finish on, I presented it to Patti. She was overwhelmed, as were others, by the 
smooth finish. Loompi couldn’t have cared less. He thought the rocker tails were just the right height for him to 
chew. Within hours of the chair’s arrival in our living room, he went to work. I decided then and there that I was 
not going to fix Loompi’s embellishments. He made it a family affair—in a way—more perfect than before!  
 
I spend way more time finishing my bowls than I do rough-turning them. I tell people I have about 10 hours in each 
bowl: 1 to 2 hours rough-turning then 8 to 9 hours in finish turning, sanding, and finishing. When sanding with the 
high grit paper I stop frequently and get an up-close look without my glasses on. Perhaps I can see too well 
without my glasses; I’ll spend hours getting that last scratch out. Why? Nobody else can see it. (Well, maybe Steve 
Gary can.) Who am I trying to impress? That last small scratch won’t show up in any photo; most people aren’t 
going to look at it without glasses on from 3 inches away; and did I miss an obvious flat spot in an otherwise 
curved surface by focusing on the last 220 grit scratch?  
 
So finishing is a very personal endeavor. Since you’re the only person who knows it’s there, who are you trying to 
impress? And how good is your eyesight? Much depends on your eyesight, your sense of feel, and your gift for 
form. Is it a fair curve? Is it a pleasing shape? These are personal aesthetics and personal taste and we all know the 
old adage: there’s no accounting for taste.  
 
So, keep turning, try to get better, and don’t give up. Maybe, just maybe you’ll achieve perfection at some time in 
your life.  
  

Russ Prior 
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber 

 
On Beauty 
 
When we create a piece, we often times are looking for 
affirmation that the piece we made is good. Sometimes we are 
met with mixed reactions, and maybe some reactions are far 
less pleasant than we had hoped. One of the first things I was 
told when I started my woodturning journey is that it is better 
to be ugly and interesting than beautiful and boring. The biggest 
message is to not be afraid to challenge commonly accepted 
practices. 
 
The creative process is one that tells a story. No two people will 
create a piece that is exactly the same. Maybe we find 
inspiration from another’s work, but with each turned work, a 
part of us goes into what we make. Most - if not all - of us seek 
out validation or reassurance that what we made is good and 
that it falls in line with conventional standards of beauty that exist in the world, making our work 
acceptable. It’s okay to challenge those norms.  
 
The art community laughed at and scorned impressionists during the start of their movement. Now 
collectors seek their pieces. Mark Lindquist began taking wood that was less than perfect, leaving things 
like live edge and bark inclusions in his final pieces, something that up to that point most turners had not 
included in their turning.  Why would anyone want a piece that couldn’t hold a salad or soup?! He also 
brought spalted wood into the spotlight and introduced rough textures to his pieces using a chainsaw at 
the lathe. He was a pioneer in the 1970s and 1980s and helped to change the world of turning.  
 
During the 1980s, Merryll Saylan was one of the first people to introduce color in her turnings at a time 
when bowls were highly polished and the wood was left natural. To her, the finishing process on a bowl 
was more exciting than the actual turning. She helped to revolutionize color in the turning world.  
 
One of my friends is carving a piece she wants to put teeth on, but has hesitated knowing it would be 
considered less classy. The point of the piece is to help her young daughter, who is her muse, realize 
some of her visions. It’s fun to see the encouragement for her daughter and to see my friend trying new 
things.   
 
The best satisfaction should come from a piece that you are happy with even if it doesn’t follow 
traditional norms. So go out there and make something ugly, different, bold, exciting, and inspiring!  
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Seattle AAW September 2021 Virtual Meeting 
Rudy Lopez – Natural Edge Winged Bowl with Feet 

Thursday, September 9th, starting at 6pm 
 

Our September demonstrator will be Rudy Lopez.  He will be demonstrating his Natural Edge Winged 
bowl with feet.  He has a wonderful gallery on his website you can peruse prior to the meeting and get 
familiar with his work.    There is a page on his website about him, where he talks about his passion for 
working with wood, and how it came to be. 
 
More information is available on his website at https://rudolphlopez.com/ 
 
Members will receive a link via email. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://rudolphlopez.com/
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Seattle AAW August 2021 Virtual Sawdust Session 

Tom Nelson 
 
Segmented turned pieces are always something to be admired.  Tom Nelson showed us how he makes 
his beautiful pieces, from wood selection to custom jigs to glue ups and turning.  If you missed this 
interesting and informative session, the recording will be available soon to members!!! 
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Seattle Woodturners to Support Two Empty Bowl Events in 2021 – 
Get Involved! 

 

Seattle Woodturners is going to support a second Empty Bowl 
(emptybowls.com) fundraising program later this year with the Edmonds 
Food Bank (www.edmondsfoodbank.org) - Peeling Back the Layers of Food 
Insecurity. The actual event date is September 23rd, so keep your eyes 
open for announcements regarding this opportunity sometime this 
summer. 
 

2) Edmonds Food Bank - Peeling Back the Layers of Food 
Insecurity 
                    
Donated bowls can be any size, shape and color. For more 
information: https://edmondsfoodbank.org/. 
 
 
 

Since we do not yet have in-person meetings scheduled, several members have volunteered to collect 
donations at their homes. Please text or email to give them a heads-up that you will be stopping by. Donations 
need to be delivered by September 18th.  You should have received an email regarding the locations and 
contact phone numbers.   
 

1. Ron Reynolds, Bothell 
2. Elizabeth Weber, Seattle 
3. Barry Roitblat, Bellevue 
4. Steve Gary, Renton 

 
Thanks in advance for your generous support. We had all been hoping for a return-to-normal by fall, but that 
doesn't seem to be happening. Demand at food banks continues at record-high levels. 
 
For questions, contact information, or follow up please contact Jim Kief (jimkief67@gmail.com), who is 
coordinating Empty Bowls this year.  Thanks for getting involved with our club to support our community and 
those in need! 

 
1) Empty Bowls – North Helpline Food Bank in Seattle - March 2021 
 
We had 105 bowls donated by Seattle 
Woodturners to the "Empty Bowls" fund-
raiser for North Helpline Food Bank in 
Seattle. Great big THANK YOU goes to 
everyone who contributed!   
 
 
  

http://emptybowls.com/
http://www.edmondsfoodbank.org/
https://edmondsfoodbank.org/
mailto:jimkief67@gmail.com
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Membership Renewal – 2021/2022 
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, the Library, and 
workshops.  The majority of our income comes from membership fees and we hope you plan to renew.  The dues will 
remain the same as they have been in previous years.  
·  New Member:  If you are signing up as a new member by October 31st, you will be paying $15, which includes the 
remainder of 2021.  
·  Renewal cost is $40 for all current members.  If you sign up before 12/31/21 for 2022, you get a $5 discount and pay 
only $35. 
·  Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to  Seattle AAW 14150 NE 
20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.   
 
There are two methods by which you may renew: 

1.    Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to:  Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153, 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
2.    Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a 
PayPal account. 

 
To renew on PayPal: 

1.     Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues.  Or click on this link (you 
can copy and paste this link instead): 
 https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 
2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take you to PayPal.  
3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if you 
do not (a PayPal account is not required). 
4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

 
Changed your contact information recently?  You can update your contact info by emailing me, at the address below.    
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email:  seattleaawt@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
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Woodrats Report 
Earl Bartell 

 

The Woodrat event at Bob Forgie‘s place in Issaquah was a really great time. There was plenty of wood to go 
around and then some. Later in the afternoon I put out an email showing what was left and that it had become 
a grab and go event. We had approximately 15 people that showed up, and six of whom were using 
chainsaws. There was lots of big stuff. 
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August Virtual Meeting 

Jeff Hornung, The Walnut Log 
 

So we had another first for the club this month - our first demo by candlelight! Jeff lost power just before the 
meeting, but we continued on with candles for illumination and his cell phone. Unfortunately, the closed 
captioning didn't work, but Jeff provided a lot of great info - and he will be recording another version of the 
demo for us (with power!) and providing that to us for our private YouTube channel.  Watch your email for 
more information.  
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Steve Gary 
 

 

 

Sugar Maple dyed and finished 
with shellac. It is the core out 
of a larger bowl and is 9.25” in 
diameter x 2.75” tall. It seemed 
that making a hollow form out 
of the core was more bang for 
the buck than a smallish bowl. 
 

A small laurel bowl made from 
the Laurel Linda Shulman 
donated to the club. It is 
5”x6.5”x2” tall with 
microcrystal wax bowl finish. 
Thank you Linda! 
 

This is a piece of the Dunn Gardens Sugar 
Maple. It is 4.75” in diameter and 9.25” tall 
with microcrystal wax bowl finish. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members  

 

 

  

Gregg Johnson 
Small Candy Bowl 
Bridle Trails Bitter Cherry 
2” x 7” 
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish  
 

Ron Reynolds 
Another Maple Calabash (same Bothell tree 
as some earlier pieces but much thinner 
walls than the previous calabash). 8"x6", 
sanded to 600 grit and then a few coats of 
wax. The yellow stain is something natural 
(i.e., i certainly didn't add it). 

 

 

 

Steve Sergev 
Dyed Maple crotch 
14” x 2 1/2” 
Sprayed Salad Bowl Finish 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  

 

Elyssa Cichy 
I’m working on a bowl from a spalted, kind of punky 
blank that I won at the tool swap raffle. So much 
Starbond- thin for the punky bits, and med-thick 
brown and black for the worm holes. Finished with 
walnut oil. 
 

  

Jose Pantoja 
The small vase is 6-1/2”x4”, 
wood pacific yew. The other 
8-1/2”x4-1/2”, woods: cherry, 
Purple Heart, colored 
laminated wood 

 

 

Bob Sievers 
These two beautiful Maple 
burl bowls are Bob’s latest 
and have some stunning 
figure in them!  Both are 
finished with Walnut oil. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members   

Bob Sievers 
The wood is cherry for all these beautiful bowls! 

 

 

 

Barry Roitblat 
Here's a piece turned from wood 
taken at the wood rats event last 
weekend: Maple Burl, ~ 18" across. 
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, 425-879-4697 

Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. 

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their 

new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for 
insertion in the next newsletter! 
 

For Sale: Powermatic 3520B Lathe and Chucks 
My health forces the sale of my Powermatic 3520B $3000 firm. 
3 chucks:  2 Oneway, 1 Vicmarc with Cole Jaws and most other jaws. $500 
You will need to bring help if you plan to purchase as I cannot help move the lathe. 
 
Contact: Corey Markus at 206-734-5988 for more information 
 

For Sale:  Sorby TurnMaster Set 
I’ve only used this a couple of times and don’t really care for it. It’s 
been collecting dust in my shop for a few years, so now I want it 
gone. It comes with all the original tools and carbide cutters (square, 
round, and diamond). It sells for $180 at Rockler.  It is yours for 
$100. 
Contact Tom Howorth at thoworth@gmail.com. 

 

 

For Sale:  Pressure Pot and Compressor 
I have a brand new, still in the never opened box, California Air Tools 5 gal pressure pot built for casting and a lightly 
used California Air tools small compressor for sale for $350 for both items.  Perfect for someone who wants to get into 
casting.  Contact Andy Bryant at andybryant57@gmail.com, 425-879-4697 
 

  

mailto:thoworth@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B084DFT6D3/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01LYHYHEA/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
mailto:andybryant57@gmail.com
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Sponsors 
  

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or 
provide equipment discounts) to the club.   
 

 

 

www.woodworkingshop.com          1-800-228-0000 
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if 
you are registered with them as a club member 

 
 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com      1-800-551-8876 
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a 
member of the Seattle AAW chapter 
  

 

www.dustystrings.com   206-634-1662 
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops 

 
 

www.chefspecialties.com                      1-800-440-2433 
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.   
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com) 

 

 

 
www.rockler.com 
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card 
   

 

www.crosscutseattle.com           206-623-0334 
10% discount with your membership card 

 
www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com     253-804-3211 
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we 
purchased for Sawdust Sessions. 

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
file:///C:/Users/eilee/Documents/Woodturning/Seattle%20AAW/2021-01%20January/www.dustystrings.com
http://www.chefspecialties.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscutseattle.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar 

Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with 

the latest updates! 

Location When Summary Description 

Zoom: Virtual 

Meeting 
September 7, 

2021 at 6:30 pm – 

8:30 pm 

Coffee Hour 

(Evening) 
Open to all members to informally discuss 

woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will 

be sent to members. 

via Zoom September 9, 

2021 at 6:00 pm – 

9:00 pm 

Monthly Meeting: 

Rudy Lopez - 

Natural Edge Wing 

Platter with Carved 

Feet 

Rudy Lopez will demonstrate his Natural Edge wing 

platter with carved feet. More details on Rudy's 

website: https://rudolphlopez.com/ Agenda: 6:00 PM 

Social time, 6:25 PM Announcements, 6:30 PM 

Demo. Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom: Virtual 

Meeting 
September 14, 

2021 at 8:30 am – 

10:30 am 

Coffee Hour 

(Morning) 
Open to all members to informally discuss 

woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will 

be sent to members. 

Zoom: Virtual 

Meeting 
September 21, 

2021 at 6:30 pm – 

8:30 pm 

Coffee Hour 

(Evening) 
Open to all members to informally discuss 

woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will 

be sent to members. 

Zoom: Virtual 

Meeting 
September 28, 

2021 at 8:30 am – 

10:30 am 

Coffee Hour 

(Morning) 
Open to all members to informally discuss 

woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will 

be sent to members. 

   

https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/
https://rudolphlopez.com/
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 Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Russ Prior               russcprior@gmail.com 

Vice President Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com 

Secretary Randi Aiken 
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Brown 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Director of  
Membership 

Elizabeth Weber 
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Jim Steck 
  

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Barry Roitblat  
barry@rentonww.com  

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Sylvia Wayne 
sylvielen02@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Andy Firpo 
drewdog@isomedia.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Woodrat  Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Audio and Video  Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Contact Russ Prior if you need this 

information. 

Web Site Steve Geho 
steve.geho@gmail.com 

Photographer Ross Nooney      
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions Tim Tibbetts 
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian Courtney Michalak 
library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com 

Sealer Steve Gary 
garydesignworks@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
  

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turning 
(Wit) Rep 

Elizabeth Weber  
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Event: Virtual Meeting, September 9th, 2021 (Rudy Lopez) 

See the website Events Calendar for details 
 

 

mailto:library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/
https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/

