Fine Turnings

Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — November 2021
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners
Instagram: @seattle_woodturners

November Virtual Meeting – Neal Brand
Watch your email for the link to view this month’s virtual
meeting with Neal Brand on November 11th. He will be
showing us how to turn a spoon completely on the lathe!

November Virtual Sawdust Session
Denis Cutter will virtually show us how he uses a forge to add to
his woodturning efforts. You will receive login information in
your email to connect to this exciting virtual Sawdust Session on
November 20th at 9am

Membership
You can renew your membership to our local club before December 31, 2021 and save $5! See
page 6 for renewal and new member information. You should have received an email with
renewal information this week.

Woodrats Updates
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities. We still have Pandemic-safe ways for you to
get some great wood.
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Saturday, November 13, 2021
WIT Presents: Panel discussion with Kailee
Bosch, Rebecca DeGroot, and Marjin Wall
1 p.m. Pacific Time
Includes short presentations by artists Kailee Bosch,
Rebecca DeGroot, and Marjin Wall will be followed
by Q&A moderated by Hayley Smith.
Visit the AAW website for updated information.
WiT November 2021 Panel Discussion
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President’s Message
November 2021
The photo you see of me is now out of date. I don’t have to
wear glasses anymore! Well, that’s not entirely true but for
driving, and viewing a computer screen, glasses are no longer
required.
Last week I got my second eye fixed with cataract surgery.
Quickly, a cataract is caused by an ageing interocular lens.
These days, rather than simply remove them and give the
patient super thick glasses, the natural lens is replaced with a
plastic one. The surgery is quick, painless, and has a very high
degree of success. In my case, the success is overwhelming.
I’ve known for a long time that I’d likely need this surgery
sometime in my life because of extreme nearsightedness. My
condition was such that it was illegal for me to drive without
corrective lenses. But I’ve grown accustomed to being nearsighted and made accommodation in the wood shop. Some
examples:




I often looked over the top of my glasses to see things up close. I could see my finger prints very well without my
glasses; same went for seeing the keenness of an edge or seeing small scratches in a bowl on the lathe.
Since I always wore glasses, I got lazy with respect to eye protection. Even my optometrist said that my glasses
provide eye protection, although there weren’t rated as safety glasses.
I have always had trouble siting boards for straightness. If viewed near the edge of my lens, a straight line looked
crooked. I had to always be conscious of looking through the center of my lenses.

It’s been since mid-October (two weeks elapsed between the procedures on each eye) that I’ve spent significant time in
my shop. But these last three days I’ve been back at it to build a fireplace mantel. This was an easy project except for
having to relearn many common tasks.





I now have to put glasses on (readers) to see those edges or that tiny scratch.
I also have to learn to put safety glasses on when working at the chop saw or tending the fire.
Selecting the right board for the mantel seemed effortless from the standpoint of wanting to start with a
relatively straight board.
Tools look bigger! Unbeknownst to me, my perception of an object’s size was different than others’. Turns out
that with a focusing lens in front of your eye, the image appears smaller than with the natural focusing lens
inside your eye. (Even with contacts, an image will appear unnaturally small; although, the difference is slight.)
The result in the wood shop is that tool I reach for is not the same distance I’m used to. I’m still having to get
used to this different depth perception, which I’m told may take a while.

Thanks for indulging me. But this change is so significant that I just can’t help but share.

Russ Prior

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber
Critiques
Critiques have come up a lot in discussions during demos done
for our club. The demonstrators stress the importance of having
a piece critiqued by other members of your club, but what
about when we’re the ones creating the piece? One thing I have
seen come up consistently is that we are our own worst
enemies when it comes to looking at our own work. On the
other hand, we can also be our own best judge when it comes
to working on something. How do you go about effectively
critiquing something you have created?
Be constructive in your feedback of your piece. When we spend
a lot of time with a piece, we are very acutely aware of
mistakes, how much time and effort went into the creative
process, places where we really struggled. One thing I notice
people do when showing me something they have made is that
they are quick to point out where things went wrong. I will always encourage people to not hide from their
mistakes. Embrace them, learn from them, but don’t forget to look at things that went well in your process.
It’s good to understand that not all critiques are negative. When I speak to students, I point out things that
they have done well before giving them some suggestions on improving technique or form. It’s good to know
where your skills and abilities are so that you know what you are capable of at the time you are making.
Students tell me about videos of masters they have seen who make turning seem so easy and fluid. Then
starts the comparison game – why can’t I do that?! Don’t compare your day one to year 20 of a master. An
effective teacher will always try to find the best ways to help their students. What’s good? What’s not
working? What can help them make the next step? How does this fit into their vision of what they want? Think
about this for yourself and try to be objective in your process.
Look at your work from different angles, under different lights. Study the piece intently. When I’m working on
a piece, I’ll shine a bright light on it to really hone in on the details. Working in darker light doesn’t afford me
that opportunity. When I’m carving on spoons, I’ll hold the piece in my hands and flip it around to study it
from different angles. You’ll notice other spoon carvers do the same as they work through whatever they are
carving. It’s a great exercise in three-dimensionality.
Remember that this whole process is a journey. Artists are constantly learning and expanding from others’
work, the world around them, and even themselves. The ultimate goal should not be the piece itself. Yes, the
end product is nice, but the goal should be the process. Look at what a piece can teach you before moving on
to the next one.
Finally, give yourself some space between when you are finished with the piece and when you critique. Being
close to something will offer a different perspective on your critique - I always tend to be most critical of
something I have done when I have completed it. Stepping away from the piece and giving it some time before
analyzing it can help us develop a different appreciation for what we have done.
Critiquing a piece is a valuable thing to be able to do, but such feedback should be constructive. The goal is not
to discourage anyone from what they are doing, but rather to have them learn and continue growing.
Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle AAW November 2021 Virtual Meeting
Neal Brand, Turning a Spoon on the Lathe
Thursday, November 11th, Starting at 6pm
November’s Demonstrator will be Neal Brand (website: https://thenaturallog.com/). Neal will show how to
turn a spoon completely on the lathe. People often hollow spoons by making the handle spin around like a
propeller, which seems a bit dangerous and forces the shape to be circular. He shows how to turn a spoon
without these drawbacks. The demo uses a few jigs that he describes how to make out of wood or print on a
3D printer. This project is suited for turners with some hollowing experience.
About Neal:
After over 40 years of teaching mathematics at the university, I retired. I now have more time to pursue my
hobby of turning wood. When making items, I often use mathematics to help design both the item and
associated jigs. For example, I use the density of wood to determine the diameter of support spindles, such as
the Tibetan spindle pictured below, based on a desired moment of inertia.
I sell items at the Denton Community Market most Saturdays from the first of April through the end of
November. Items include bowls, boxes, vases, pepper mills, spoons, spatulas, tippe tops, kururin sticks, and
small animals. If you are in the North Texas area, I hope you can stop by some Saturday.
I have an etsy site where I mostly sell 3D printed jigs used in turning and Tibetan style spindles.
I am a member of the American Association of Woodturners, Golden Triangle Woodturners, Woodturners of
North Texas, and Dallas Area Woodturners. I have given several club demos, some in-person and some
remotely. I also gave a demonstration at the Southwest Association of Woodturners.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Membership Renewal – 2022
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, the Library, and
workshops. The majority of our income comes from membership fees and we hope you plan to renew. The dues will
remain the same as they have been in previous years.
· New Member: If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes the remainder of 2021.
· Renewal cost is $40 for all current members. If you sign up before 12/31/21 for 2022, you get a $5 discount and pay
only $35.
· Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to Seattle AAW 14150 NE
20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.
There are two methods by which you may renew:
1. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153,
Bellevue, WA 98007
2. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a
PayPal account.
To renew on PayPal:
1. Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues. Or click on this link (you
can copy and paste this link instead):
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
2. Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you to PayPal.
3. Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if you
do not (a PayPal account is not required).
4. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
Changed your contact information recently? You can update your contact info by emailing me, at the address below.
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email: seattleaawt@gmail.com

In Memory - Paul Crabtree
Longtime club members may remember Paul Crabtree and the hollowing tools he
sold. Kim Hoover of the Olympia club passed the word to Tim Tibbetts that Paul
passed away from complications of COVID in early August, and there will be a
memorial service for him at 10:30 am on November 8 at the Tahoma Memorial
Cemetery.
Paul graduated from Renton High School in 1962. After high school, he joined the
United States Army in 1963. He served in the 17th Calvary of the 82nd Airborne
Division. He was a structural ironworker in the Local 114. He was an inventor, a
small business owner, a master craftsman, and respected artisan that will be
cherished for generations to come. In 2016, he moved to Lavinia, TN

In Memory – Al Price
Al Price passed away recently. He was one of the founding members of the Woodturners of Olympia and served for several
years as vice president and program director. Newer members may remember him as the one managing the table for
donations to the food bank. His daughter said, "Dad so loved his time with the woodturners. We appreciate the friendships
and talents they so willing shared with him."
Memorial Service Information: Saturday Nov 6th, 2pm, LDS Church, 1602 Ruddell Rd SE, Lacey, WA 98503
Seattle AAW Newsletter
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How to Search for an AAW Article
Joe Cornell
We recently had a discussion during one of our Coffee Hour chats about using epoxy and how to do it safely. I
remembered seeing an article profiling a female woodturner who had experienced some health issues as a result of
using epoxy - specifically it caused her to lose her sense of taste and smell. I could not remember the article date or the
woodturner's name.
After the discussion I decided to track down the article so I could share it with our group. I went to the AAW journal site
and searched for epoxy using the journal search page. I got just a few hits, none of which were the article I was looking
for.
Here are the steps I used to perform a more thorough search:
1)

First, I downloaded all the journal PDF's to my windows laptop. This took me almost 2 hours and consumed just
under 2 gigabytes of disk space. There is no magic here – just navigate to the journal section of the AAW
website, navigate to each range of years and then right-click on each of the issue links. While positioned on
each issue, select “Save link as…” and create or select the folder where you want the issue.

2) Enable the "search contents" option for the search dialog in Windows File Explorer. At top left of file explorer
menu, select “File”. Click on the “Search” tab and make sure “Always search filenames and contents” is selected.
This will allow file explorer to search within each of the journal PDFs in the folder.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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3) Use the Search box in the upper right of File Explorer to search the journals. Keep in mind that if you want a
phrase like “sense of taste” you need to enclose it with double quotes.

Searching that folder for “epoxy” produced 127 hits in only a few seconds. This was obviously useless since it is
over 80% of the journal issues. There are advertisements for epoxy in nearly every issue. Searching for “sense
of smell” produced a list of only 3 journal issues. In my case, I did not find the article I wanted. This just means I
must have seen it somewhere else, not in the AAW Journal. Sometimes knowing what is NOT present in journal
articles can be useful as well.
4) To find the actual article you are looking for, open each of the journal issues using Adobe Acrobat reader and
used the Acrobat search function to search for the article.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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November Sawdust Session
Denis Cutter
Saturday, November 20th, 9:00am
Our November virtual Sawdust Session will be hosted by club member Denis Cutter. Denis will show us how he
uses a forge to add to his woodturning efforts, as you can see from the pictures. Denis is a man of a thousand
hobbies, whose passion and artistic flare come out best when he is combining wood and metal. He loves
seeing wood reveal its natural beauty through turning. Using a forge allows him to accentuate that beauty
against the rugged contrast of hammered steel. Denis is not a full time artist. He lives in Duvall with his wife
Megan and their two sons Sam and Andrew. He says his shop is crude, but happy. It lends itself to his creative
whims and has become a popular weekly hangout for friends and their teenagers.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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October Virtual Meeting
Eric Lofstrom
This month, our demonstrator at the Virtual club meeting was Eric Lofstrom featuring his Resilience series of
teardrop shaped figures created with Triple Axis Turning methodology. If you missed the meeting, you have
the opportunity to view it in its entirety. Check your email for a link sent out by Tim Tibbetts on October 21 st.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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October Workshops
Eric Lofstrom
The Seattle AAW had a great weekend of workshops with Eric Lofstrom in October. Saturday focused on
sharpening techniques, and Sunday focused on embellishing your work.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Gregg Johnson
Big Serving Bowl
Crape Myrtle
4 1/2” x 16”
India Ink, Beeswax and Walnut Oil
finish

Gregg Johnson
(Right)
Large Fruit Bowl
Sequoia
Seattle
4" x 13 1/2"
Lacquer and Carnauba Wax Finish

(Below)
Small Shallow Bowl
Issaquah Apple
1 1/2” x 6”
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members

Joe Cornell
Do these owls look spooky? This hard
maple vessel is less than 1mm thick in
places. I think I overdid the "thin wall"
idea. In the future I am going to aim
for 1.5 to 2.0 mm. The wood burned
version is what I do when I am starting.
This is the second in a series of 8 thin
wall vessels I hope to make.

Gregg Johnson
Salad for Four Bowl
European Beech
Woodinville
4 1/2" x 10"
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Jose Pantoja
Segmented Vase
Fiddleback Maple and Purple Heart
10-5/8x5-1/2”

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Bob Sievers
Maple
Maple & Rosewood
Redwood

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Dan Schuy
The Maple, Bolivian Rosewood and Ebony
piece is 5 1/2' tall, while the Walnut,
Spalted Tamarind and Ebony piece is 6 1/4"
tall.
Both vessels are finished with multiple
coats of Minwax Antique Oil.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their
new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for
insertion in the next newsletter!

For Sale: Sorby TurnMaster Set
I’ve only used this a couple of times and don’t really care for it. It’s
been collecting dust in my shop for a few years, so now I want it
gone. It comes with all the original tools and carbide cutters (square,
round, and diamond). It sells for $180 at Rockler. It is yours for
$100.
Contact Tom Howorth at thoworth@gmail.com.

For Sale: Pressure Pot and Compressor

For Sale: Jet Dust Collector

I have a brand new, still in the never opened box, California
Air Tools 5 gal pressure pot built for casting and a lightly
used California Air tools small compressor for sale for $350
for both items. Perfect for someone who wants to get into
casting. Contact Andy Bryant at andybryant57@gmail.com,
425-879-4697

For Sale $200
Jet DC-650 Dust Collector with Canister Filter, 1 HP,
650 CFM rating. Works great, just needed a bigger
unit for more machines. See photo below. If you
want it, I'll throw in a regulation garbage can with a
Woodcraft Dust Separator Lid and a connection
hose at no extra charge.
Contact Tom Johanson at tjohanson@gmail.com

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

For Sale: Wood Turning Blanks
Front: Left to Right
2-9x10x2 Hard Maple-$15.00 ea
1-11.5x8x2.5 Curly Maple-$40.00
1-11.5x11.5x2.2-Figured Maple-$30.00
1-11.5x11.5x2.2-Figured Maple-$30.00
Back Row: Left to Right
1-8x10-East Indian Rosewood-$30.00
1-5.75x6.75 Camphor-$5.00
1-6.5x10.5 Camphor-$20.00
1-5x5x11 Figured Maple-$25.00
1-5x5x11 Figured Maple-$25.00
1-8x8x6.5 Figured Maple-$40.00
Contact Bob Cardiff, 425-894-6124 or cardiff2@frontier.com

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

FREE!!!!!
I have two spindles, one with bearings. These were made by Denver Ulery, one of the founders of the
club. Both free to someone wanting to build a lathe. They're perfect for building a large bowl lathe. I'd
rather give them away than throw them in the trash.
Email: efrench54321@gmail.com

FREE JOINTER
Contact Dave Lippincott at
206-465-3783

Seattle AAW Newsletter

WANTED: Used Midi
Lathe
WANTED: Used MIDI lathe and
accessories. Please contact John
Ellis at 505-463-7750 or email
at nmwtwebman@aol.com.
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Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club.

www.woodworkingshop.com
1-800-228-0000
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if
you are registered with them as a club member

www.woodturnerscatalog.com
1-800-551-8876
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a
member of the Seattle AAW chapter

www.dustystrings.com
206-634-1662
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops

www.chefspecialties.com
1-800-440-2433
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com)

www.rockler.com
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card

www.crosscutseattle.com
10% discount with your membership card

206-623-0334

www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com 253-804-3211
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we
purchased for Sawdust Sessions.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar
Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with
the latest updates!
Location

When

Summary

Description

Zoom: Virtual
Meeting

November 9, 2021
at 6:30 pm – 8:30
pm

Coffee Hour
(Evening)

Open to all members to informally discuss
woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will
be sent to members.

Zoom: Virtual
Meeting

November 11,
2021 at 6:00 pm –
9:00 pm

Monthly Meeting:
Neal Brand Turning a Spoon

Neal Brand will demonstrate a unique way to turn a
spoon completely on the lathe. People often hollow
spoons by making the handle spin around like a
propeller, which seems a bit dangerous and forces the
shape to be circular. Neal will show how to turn a
spoon without these drawbacks. The demo uses a…

Zoom: Virtual
Meeting

November 16,
2021 at 8:30 am –
10:30 am

Coffee Hour
(Morning)

Open to all members to informally discuss
woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will
be sent to members.

Zoom: Virtual
Meeting

November 20,
2021 at 9:00 am –
10:00 am

Sawdust Session Denis Cutter

Our November virtual Sawdust Session will be hosted
by club member Denis Cutter. Denis will show us how
he uses a forge to add to his woodturning efforts, as
you can see from the pictures. Denis is a man of a
thousand hobbies, whose passion and artistic flare
come out best when he is combining…

Zoom: Virtual
Meeting

November 23,
2021 at 6:30 pm –
8:30 pm

Coffee Hour
(Evening)

Open to all members to informally discuss
woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will
be sent to members.

Zoom: Virtual
Meeting

November 30,
2021 at 8:30 am –
10:30 am

Coffee Hour
(Morning)

Open to all members to informally discuss
woodturning topics of interest. Zoom Meeting link will
be sent to members.

November 30,
2021 at 6:00pm

Board Meeting

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Russ Prior

russcprior@gmail.com

Vice President

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Secretary

Randi Aiken
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com

Treasurer

Robin Brown
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Director of
Membership

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Jim Steck

Member-at-Large
#1

Barry Roitblat
barry@rentonww.com

Member-at-Large
#2

Sylvia Wayne
sylvielen02@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#3

Andy Firpo
drewdog@isomedia.com

Member-at-Large
#4 (Outreach)

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Audio and Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Woodrat

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Newsletter Editor

Eileen Collins
eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Web Site

Steve Geho
steve.geho@gmail.com

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions

Tim Tibbetts
tim.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

Courtney Michalak
library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com

Sealer

Steve Gary
garydesignworks@gmail.com

Inventory Control

Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

George Hart

Women in Turning
(Wit) Rep

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Event: Virtual Meeting, November 11th, 2021 (Neal Brand)
See the website Events Calendar for details
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