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Fine Turnings 
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — February 2022  
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org        Facebook: seattlewoodturners 
Instagram:  @seattle_woodturners 
 

 
February Virtual Meeting  
Art Liestman, February 10th at 6:00pm 
Our Demonstrator is Art Liestman. He will be demonstrating the 
construction and design of teapots. You can find more 
information on Art and his work on his website: 
artliestman.com. Watch for a Zoom link a few days prior to the 
meeting! Meeting time 6:30-9:00 PM. A Zoom meeting link will 
be sent to members. See page four for details. 

 
February Sawdust Session  
February 19, 2022 – Women in Turning event - Turn a Mortar and Pestle. Contact Elizabeth Weber for 
more information. 
 
 

Membership 
Renew your membership for 2022 and enjoy the benefits of our news, newsletters, coffee 
hours and Woodrats. See page seven for details. 

 
Woodrats Updates   
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities. We still have Pandemic-safe ways for you to 
get some great wood.  
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AAW Current February Issue 
• Symposium Info and Registration 

Information 

• Featured artist – Guillaume 
Fontaine from France (WOW!!) 

• Making an Elliptical Vessel 

• Converting a Stump Burl into Bowls 

• In the Spirit of Exploration 

• What Aches? Legs Are for More 
than Standing 

• Greg Gallegos:  Catching the 
“Waves” 

 

Join AAW to receive this 
awesome magazine & other 
benefits 

http://www.seattlewoodturners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/seattlewoodturners/
https://www.instagram.com/seattle_woodturners/
http://www.artliestman.com/
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President’s Message 
February 2022 

 

 
Our new Director of Programs, Elizabeth Weber has been hard 
at it planning this year’s meeting activities. In January after I 
had to cancel my sphere demo at the last minute, she was able 
to find a demonstrator with three days’ notice. Talk about 
hitting the ground running! All of my preparation work will not 
be in vain though as Elizabeth has convinced me to do it for the 
March meeting.  
 
Other new Board members are also working hard. Gary Ocher 
has been enlisted to review the first draft of the newsletters—a 
big help to the club and Eileen Collins, our newsletter editor. 
Louis Frantz has taken on the job of first responder to public 
inquiries about the club. He does an admirable job of carefully 
being the public voice for the club through internet 
communications. And finally, Joe Cornell has stepped up to 
become our new Director of Communications (voted at a special Board meeting to fill a midterm vacancy left by the 
previous DoC). Joe has taken a deep dive into the club’s archived documents, is following an array of software rules that 
direct the various communications to the right people, and is beginning to understand the club’s digital landscape. 
Thank you all for your hard work and sincere effort!   
 
As I indicated last month, the club has lots of plans for 2022. We are planning an in-person general meeting with Matt 
Monaco in May. We are currently in rental negotiations with Brightwater for this one meeting as part of our search for a 
home for in-person meetings. This meeting will mark our first in-person general meeting since the pandemic started. 
Presiding over general meetings is one of the main responsibilities of the office, so I look forward to doing my first in-
person meeting after two years on the job. We do plan to hybridize the meeting, which means that members who live 
remotely can attend virtually. (I still don’t really know what that will look like but I’m told that other clubs have 
completed such meetings successfully.)  
 
We are also planning to have a tool swap this summer, a symposium that will allow several members to demonstrate 
various lathe turning techniques, and a couple workshops (fee required) with professional turners for a limited group of 
members. We also have some sawdust sessions planned.  
 
All these activities are COVID allowing. While we are able to finally actually talk to venue operators, we cannot 
guarantee that the pandemic will allow us to follow through with these plans. We will follow government prescribed 
protocols—all subject to change depending on what the pandemic has in store. At the time of this writing, we will be 
requiring proof of vaccinations including at least one booster shot. Masks will likely be required for indoor activities (not 
a bad idea for woodworkers anyway).  And, depending on the venue, we will space out the seating.  
 
I want to thank all you members for staying with the club through a tough time. We have tried to maintain a certain 
level of activity and the feedback I’ve received from various members suggests happiness that the club remains viable. I 
believe that this year we will begin to feel that that club is working like it did pre-pandemic. In short, I’m hopeful that 
this year will be remembered as the year we left COVID in our rear-view mirror.    
 
 

Russ Prior  
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber 

 
Moving Forward with WiT 

While in-person meetings are the most ideal way to 
communicate with each other, the difficult times we are 
experiencing really forced us to reconsider what it means to 
stay connected. Most of our club meetings and sawdust 
sessions have been held virtually over the past 2+ years. We 
have had a few in-person get togethers, but they have been 
sparse. Our Women in Turning group is looking to finally start 
meeting in person again with the hope of bringing together the 
community of women in our club. 
  
Women in Turning always strives to stay active and to reach out 
to the community. Virtual club meetings help to keep the spirit 
and enthusiasm of woodturning alive. You and every woman 
woodturner are part of a broader artistic movement just like 
artists such as Van Gogh, Andy Warhol, Claude Monet, Sonja Delaunay, and Georgia O’Keefe. We grow as 
artists through community and being a part of something greater. Helping each other in our work can take 
different forms: sharing tips, encouragement, tools, best practices, successes, and yes, failures. With your help 
we can do this for each other and grow stronger. 
 

The Seattle area’s WiT group is excited to host a turning event on February 

19. If you have interest in participating, please email me at 
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com. We will be turning a mortar and pestle, 
with some tasty treats to be enjoyed. Randi Aiken is generously 
offering her space for us to host the event. Come hang out with 
Randi, me, and her cat, Scout! Feel free to bring pieces that you 
have worked on and share your stories with us!  
 
Community has always been important in woodturning and is even 
more so in these trying times. 

  

 

 

about:blank
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Seattle AAW February 2022 Virtual Meeting 
February 10th, Art Liestman 

 

Our February Demonstrator is Art Liestman. Art has been making and selling turned objects for over 20 years. 
He likes making whimsical objects and objects that do not appear to be made on the lathe. His work has been 
featured in numerous shows and exhibitions, in various magazine articles, and in several books. Originally 
from Kansas, he now resides in Coquitlam, British Columbia and is a retired university Professor in computer 
science.  
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January Demonstrator 
Scott Grove 

 
Scott Grove was our January demonstrator. Scott Grove is a master craftsman, artist, sculptor, inventor, 
author, and teacher who is known for his layers of artistic expression and creative vigor. He produces 
commission work, limited-edition pieces, and architectural reproduction work. He teaches at the Marc Adams 
School of Woodworking and the Chippendale School of Furniture in Scotland. In his demonstration, Scott 
covered the topic of inlays using various materials such as calcite, paua shells, ashes, key filings, and real and 
synthetic stone. He emphasized the importance of knowing what you are inlaying versus the hardness of the 
wood you are working with and making sure to either seal the wood or heat it up to minimize bubbling of your 
epoxy when you begin your inlay. He also covered various types of resin used in inlaying techniques and 
demonstrated the use of a UV resin when setting an inlay for a ring turning.  
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Membership Renewal – 2022 
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like Wood Rats, Sawdust Sessions, the Library, and 
workshops.  The majority of our income comes from membership fees and we hope you plan to renew.  The dues will 
remain the same as they have been in previous years.  
·  New Member:  If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes the remainder of 2022.  
·  Renewal cost is $40 for all current members.   
·  Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to  Seattle AAW 14150 NE 
   20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.   
 
There are two methods by which you may renew: 

1. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to:  Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153, 
Bellevue, WA 98007. 

2. Renew your membership on PayPal.  You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a 
PayPal account. 

 
To renew on PayPal: 

1. Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues, or click on this link (you 
can copy and paste this link instead): 

        https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/ 
2.    Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section.  This will take you to PayPal.  
3.    Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if you 
       do not (a PayPal account is not required). 
4.    Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button. 

 
Changed your contact information recently?  You can update your contact info by emailing me at the address below.    
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email:  seattleaawt@gmail.com 

 
  

 

Anchorseal 
 
The Seattle AAW has a fresh batch of Anchorseal ready for 
members.  The cost is $22/gallon this year, due to increased 
costs.   
 
You can get some from the following members: 

• Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com (Bellevue) 

• Russ Prior russcprior@gmail.com (Woodinville) 

• Earl Bartell earlturns@aol.com (Bellevue) 

• Gary Ocher gocher@comquestresearch.com 

(Edmonds) 

• Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com 

(Renton) 

• Louis Frantz louisfrantz56@gmail.com (Ballard) 

If you are going to be at a Woodrats event and need some, 
contact Earl Bartell ahead of time, and he will bring some for 
you. 
 

mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/
mailto:seattleaawt@gmail.com
mailto:barry@rentonww.com
mailto:russcprior@gmail.com
mailto:earlturns@aol.com
mailto:gocher@comquestresearch.com
mailto:garydesignworks@gmail.com
mailto:louisfrantz56@gmail.com
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Empty Bowls 2022 

Once again, Seattle Woodturners will be participating in two empty bowls events in 2022 to help address food 
insecurity. Last year we donated approximately 200 bowls that were used at local fundraisers to help feed the 
hungry, and we hope to match or exceed that this year. Donated bowls don’t need to be perfect, but they 
should be presentable. Local potters often contribute ceramic bowls as well. 
  
Participants at the fundraisers make a monetary donation and, in return, get to select a bowl that symbolizes 
the needs of folks that can’t always fill their bowls, plates or stomachs at home. 
  
Please plan to donate bowls for the spring event by the end of February.   
 
Here are the drop off location contacts for the current event: 

• Edmonds:  Gary Ocher gocher@comquestresearch.com 

• Redmond:  Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com 

• Bellevue:  Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com 

• Renton:  Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com 

• Seattle:  Elizabeth Weber elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Shop Space Needed for Sawdust Sessions 
 

We would like to host several in-person sawdust sessions and need a lineup of potential shops to host these 
events. The club and the participants will provide the necessary tools for the events to take place. We just 
need your space to adequately support everyone. Most of these workshops will be held on a Saturday. If you 
feel like your shop is a good place to host sawdust sessions, please contact me, Elizabeth Weber, at 
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com . 

 
 
 
 

Woodrats 
Earl Bartell 

 
There were no Woodrats events in January. Watch your email for upcoming opportunities! 

mailto:gocher@comquestresearch.com
mailto:jimkief67@gmail.com
mailto:barry@rentonww.com
mailto:garydesignworks@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
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Seattle Woodturners Logo Wear 

Wear your colors! We’re still working on options for other clothing items, patches, stickers, and other pieces, 
but if you’d like to order a woodturning smock with the new club logo, here’s your chance.  Orders are due by 
March 12. 

 
Send orders to barry@rentonww.com with payment via venmo or paypal. 
You can also pay via check and send order via surface mail (contact me for address). 
 
Note: Orders are subject to minimum quantities.  I expect we’ll be able to meet that 
without problem, but the smock, in particular, needs an order of 30 pieces or more. 

Name:  

Description Color (Circle) Size (circle) Qty Total 
Woodturners Smock 

  
Cotton/Polyester Blend 

No front pockets, 3 rear pockets, sleeve pocket 

Charcoal Grey M - $49 
L - $49 
XL - $49 
2XL - $49 
3XL - $49 
4XL - $49 

  

  

about:blank
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  Steve Gary 
Elm 
7” x 7” 
Microcrystalline Finish 

  

 

 

 

Steve Gary 
 
The eggs are 2"x 2 7/16" finished with Dr’s 
Woodshop Friction Polish. Two are Big 
Leaf Maple. The others are Cherry, 
Bubinga, Zebrawood, and Lilac. 
 
The Big Leaf Maple natural edge bowl is 
13" in diameter and finished with Dr’s 
Woodshop Microcrystal Wax Bowl Finish. 
 
The Black Walnut plate is 9" in diameter x 
1 5/8" tall with Dr’s Woodshop 
Microcrystal Wax Bowl Finish. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members  

 

 

  

Jose Pantoja 
Pacific Yew & 
Maple Box 

 

Bob Sievers 
Maple Burl - colored 
Rose Engine work 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  Sam Wright 
(A new turner of one year!) 
9” diameter bowl  
California Redwood with Danish 
oil 
 
Pedestal 
10 1/2” X 9” 
Fiji Cherry with Walnut oil 
 
Pedestal II 
Fiji Cherry with Walnut oil 
5” X 9” 
 
Platter 
Maple with Walnut oil 
9” 
 
Mallet 
Toying with epoxy 
Maple with Walnut oil 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members  

Chris Jacobsen 
Walnut Bowl 
10” x 3.5” 
Walnut Oil & Hampshire Sheen Finish 
 
 

  

Joe Cornell 
Third in a series of pierced vessels.   
Three birds in a tree 

 

 

 

Cortney Michalak 
Fordite Gatsby Pen. This blank ended up with what I call an eye of 
the hurricane on both sides of the blank. Zoom in to see the layers 
of colored paint and sparkles. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

Gregg Johnson 
Delicate Platter 
European Beech 
Woodinville 
1 1/2” x 11” 
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish  
 

 
 

Eileen Collins 
“Big Bowl” of Maybe Maple Crotch. The outside is dyed with Fiber Reactive Dyes, Rosewood, Aquamarine and Gray. 
13” diameter, finished with Shellac sanding sealer, Pens Plus on the outside, ProFin Satin on the inside. Buffed with 
the Beall Buffing System. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

  Gregg Johnson 
Candy Bowl 
Spalted European Beech 
Woodinville 
2 1/2” x 5 1/2” 
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish  
 

 

Earl Bartell 
Birch burl/Bubinga foot 
11.5” x 7” 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

Barry Roitblat 
I had a block of Suriname Ironwood drying in the shop for 
some years (I still have a few more), and this one measured 
as dry, but a few days after shaping it... 

 

 

Russ Prior 
Just finished for a long-time friend. Silver Maple with half burl/half not. 
Finished with Daly's ProFin. A little over 13" by a little over 4". 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

Gregg Johnson 
Condiment Bowl 
Pine Lake Big Leaf Maple 
5 1/2" x 1 1/2" 
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish  
 

 

 

Barry Roitblat 
Another fun piece. Maple, about 13" 
across. 
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members 

 

  

Ron Reynolds 
7" Wenge bowl (sanded to 320 + Yorkshire + Dr's microcrystal wax) I had forgotten how tough 
Wenge is to turn - hard, yet chippy, and turns to dust straight off any tool. 
 
12 drop-spindles (Zebrawood, Bocote, Bloodwood - all sanded to about 400 + Yorkshire grit + Dr's 
Microcrystal Wax).  
 

 

 

Barry Roitblat 
This Maple burl piece is about 12" in diameter. It has 
a small crack in the rim that is filled with black CA. 
Here's another colorful peppermill in "Evergreen" 
Spectraply 
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Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. 

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their 

new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for 
insertion in the next newsletter! 
 

For Sale:  Pressure Pot and Compressor            
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

I have a brand new, still in the never opened box, California Air Tools 5 gal pressure pot built for casting and a lightly 
used California Air tools small compressor for sale for $350 for both items.  Perfect for someone who wants to get into 
casting.  Contact Andy Bryant at andybryant57@gmail.com, 425-879-4697. 
 

For Sale:  McNaughton Hollowing Rig - $225 
Kel McNaughton hollowing rig with 3 cutting tools and laser guide. This is an older system but has been used very 
lightly. The system will accept any three-quarter inch cutting tool and half inch cutting tool with the adapter. The 
clamp block is designed to be used on any lathe. If you have any questions email me at earlturns@aol.com or call 
206-713-3390. 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B084DFT6D3/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01LYHYHEA/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
mailto:andybryant57@gmail.com
mailto:earlturns@aol.com


Seattle AAW Newsletter  19 | P a g e  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want Ads 
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. 

FREE JOINTER 

Contact Dave Lippincott at 
206-465-3783 
 

   
  

WANTED:  Used Midi 
Lathe 

 
WANTED: Used MIDI lathe and 
accessories. Please contact John 
Ellis at 505-463-7750 or email 
at nmwtwebman@aol.com. 

mailto:nmwtwebman@aol.com
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Sponsors 
  

We encourage members to shop at club sponsors.  They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or 
provide equipment discounts) to the club.   
 

 

 

www.woodworkingshop.com          1-800-228-0000 
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if 
you are registered with them as a club member 

 
 
www.woodturnerscatalog.com      1-800-551-8876 
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a 
member of the Seattle AAW chapter 
  
 

 

 

www.dustystrings.com   206-634-1662 
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops 

 
 

www.chefspecialties.com                      1-800-440-2433 
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.   
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com) 

 

 

 
www.rockler.com 
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card 
   

 

 

www.crosscutseattle.com           206-623-0334 
10% discount with your membership card 

 
www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com     253-804-3211 
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we 
purchased for Sawdust Sessions. 

http://www.woodworkingshop.com/
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/
file:///C:/Users/eilee/Documents/Woodturning/Seattle%20AAW/2021-01%20January/www.dustystrings.com
http://www.chefspecialties.com/
http://www.rockler.com/
http://www.crosscutseattle.com/
http://www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com/
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar 

Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with the latest 

updates! 

Location When Summary Description 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

February 1, 2022 
at 8:30 am – 9:30 
am 

Coffee Hour 
(Morning) 

 Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members.  

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

February 1, 2022 
at 6:00 pm – 8:00 
pm 

Board Meeting - 
Virtual 

Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to 
attend. 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

February 8, 2022 
at 6:30 pm – 7:30 
pm 

Coffee Hour 
(Evening) 

 Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

February 10, 2022 
at 6:00 pm – 9:00 
pm 

Monthly Meeting: 
Art Liestman, 
Teapots 

Agenda:  
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Social time 
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM Meeting time 
Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

February 15, 2022 
at 8:30 am – 9:30 
am 

Coffee Hour 
(Morning) 

 Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

  February 19, 2022 
at 10:00 am – 3:00 
pm 

Women in 
Turning: Turn a 
mortar and pestle 

This is an in-person event. Contact Elizabeth Weber 
for information. 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

February 22, 2022 
at 6:30 pm – 7:30 
pm 

Coffee Hour 
(Evening) 

 Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

March 1, 2022 at 
8:30 am – 9:30 am 

Coffee Hour 
(Morning) 

 Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members. 

Zoom Virtual 
Meeting 

March 1, 2022 at 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Board Meeting Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to 
attend. 

  

https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/
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  Seattle Chapter Officers 

President 
Russ Prior               russcprior@gmail.com 

Vice President Jim Hogg 
jim.h.hogg@live.com 

Secretary Randi Aiken 
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Brown 
seattleaawt@gmail.com 

Director of  
Programs 

Elizabeth Weber 
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Director of  
Membership 

Louis Frantz 
louisfrantz56@gmail.com 

Director of  
Communications  

Joe Cornell 
joeswoodart@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#1 

Barry Roitblat  
barry@rentonww.com  

Member-at-Large 
#2 

Sylvia Wayne 
sylvielen02@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#3 

Gary Ocher 
turnwithgary@gmail.com 

Member-at-Large 
#4 (Outreach) 

Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Seattle Chapter Volunteers 

Head Woodrat  Earl Bartell  
earlturns@aol.com 

Audio and Video  Dan Robbins 
David Vaughn 
Burt Hovander 
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org Newsletter Editor  Eileen Collins 

eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com  

Web Site Open Photographer Ross Nooney      
rossnooney@me.com 

Sawdust Sessions Elizabeth Weber 
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Trailer Puller Jim Hogg  
jim.h.hogg@live.com  

Hospitality  Linda Shulman  
Sylvia Wayne  

Safety Officer (open) 

Librarian Courtney Michalak 
library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com 

Sealer Steve Gary 
garydesignworks@gmail.com 

Inventory Control Tom Street  
  

Facilities Setup Michael Crampon 
michael.crampon@gmail.com 

Name Badges George Hart  Women in Turning 
(WiT) Rep 

Elizabeth Weber  
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com 

Seattle Chapter Mentors 
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors. 

Next Club Event: Virtual Meeting, February 10th, 2022 (Art Liestman) 

See the Website Events Calendar for details.  

 

mailto:library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com
https://seattlewoodturners.org/mentor-program/
https://seattlewoodturners.org/attend-a-meeting/

