Fine Turnings
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — May 2022
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners
Instagram: @seattle_woodturners

May Hybrid Meeting
Matt Monaco, May 12th, 6:00-9:00pm
Our May demonstrator is Matt Monaco. He will be demonstrating
thin-walled bowl turning. This will be our first in-person meeting
since the start of the pandemic, and our first hybrid meeting.
See page four for details.

May Sawdust Session
Matt Monaco Hands on Workshops. See page six for details.

Dunn Gardens Auction
We have a date now for the Dunn Gardens Auction of pieces made by Seattle Woodturners. The live
auction will be Saturday, May 28th. Plan on having your pieces delivered to Russ Prior during the first
two weeks of May with a May 14th deadline or bring them to the May meeting. There remain many
details to sort out, so stay tuned. See page seven for more details.

Membership
Renew your membership for 2022 and enjoy the benefits of our monthly meetings, Sawdust
Sessions, news, newsletters, coffee hours and Woodrat events. See page 10 for details.

Woodrats Updates
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities. We still have Pandemic-safe ways for you to
get some great wood.
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Congratulations!
Congratulations goes to our own Elizabeth Weber on being selected
for the 2022 American Association of Woodturners Annual Member
Exhibition, Bridging the Gap: The Craft and Art of Woodturning. Her
work will be showcased at the AAW Symposium in Chattanooga
June 23-26 and at the AAW Gallery of Wood Art in St. Paul,
Minnesota, September 2 to December 27, 2022.

Thanks!
The club received a significant donation of money from member
Bob Pichora in early May. In his words, the donation is for the club’s
“…members giving me, more than I give the club.” See page five for
more details.
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President’s Message
May 2022
May will be a busy month for Seattle Woodturners. We
will be conducting our first in-person meeting on May
12th at Brightwater—the King County water treatment
plant north of Woodinville. It’s a beautiful facility and
marks the first of three venues we plan to try out this
year. The goal is to have meetings at three different
places so we can try them out, get feedback from
members about likes/dislikes, and then take an informal
straw poll among the membership about which venue to
pursue for regular monthly meetings in 2023.
I am very excited about the upcoming meeting. Although
I’ve been the president for over two years, I have yet to
preside over an in-person general meeting so there might
be glitches (bear with us, please). I look forward to the
pre-meeting setup and social time. It will be great fun
greeting new members, looking at Show and Tell pieces, and chatting with long-lost acquaintances. If you have not
participated in Woodrats, we’re unlikely to have met so don’t hesitate to introduce yourself to me. Other Board
members will be identified and I urge you to become acquainted with them too. A really good way to become
acquainted with fellow members is to help set up—there are chairs to place, tables to set up, and placards and posters
to hang. The AV team will be hard at work to set up our system.
For those of you who have never attended an in-person meeting, you’ll be amazed at how much equipment we have
packed into our trailer. Along with the lathes and associated tools is state-of-the-art AV equipment, which has been in
hibernation for most of the last two years. Dan Robbins and his team are quite adept at setting up the AV and need to
concentrate on getting the right cable into the right receptacle. They are not likely to need help. While we plan to use
Brightwater’s projector and screen, we also plan to use our display and camera equipment so there are lots of
connections to be made.
We will have a wood raffle, which is an opportunity to get some nice wood. Tickets will be sold during the social time.
There is usually a lot of wood of varying species. There might even be a few rough-turned bowls blanks. If you have
wood to contribute, see Norm Vigus who will be managing the raffle. He is the final arbiter of whether the wood meets
the standard expected for the raffle.
It will be really fun to see a live demonstration with Matt Monaco, a professional woodturner from Missouri. I believe
that after seeing a live demonstration, you’ll be convinced that live is better than virtual. See additional information
about Matt in this newsletter. Over the weekend, Matt will be conducting two day-long workshops at a member’s shop.
This will be the first live workshop we’ve had since last summer when we hosted Dr. Seri Robinson.
We also have a Show and Tell of members’ work. While Barry has done a magnificent job of curating our virtual gallery,
there is nothing like holding a piece, feeling its heft (or lightness), and talking to the maker about details. Don’t be
bashful, bring you pieces and show them off (or learn what you could have done differently).
Rounding out the month of May will be a live and virtual auction. The auction will be at Dunn Gardens on May 28th and
promises to be a fun event—again see details elsewhere in this newsletter. For those of you making pieces for this
auction, you can bring your piece(s) to the May meeting or contact me to set up a drop-off time.

Russ Prior
Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber
I met recently with the WiT liaisons from around the country to
share ideas on how to jumpstart or revive your WiT. This is so
important for many communities that are just now coming back
after a pandemic hiatus. It was inspiring to hear ideas and
suggestions shared by the liaisons. The WiT committee will
continue to provide ongoing support and problem solving to its
membership so the organization can continue to grow.
Some of the immediate highlights suggested include:
• Have women woodturners bring pieces to show-and-tell.
With our first in-person meeting coming up in May, my
hope is to see some of the amazing work from our
female members!
• Have women participate in club demos. We have a mini
symposium planned for October and are already making
plans to have women demonstrators. If there is
something you’d like to showcase, please reach out to me!
• Put together a fundraiser to help have money for future events. This can be a fun, collaborative effort
done by club members. One club did a fundraiser where women turned and dyed eggs, the shavings
were then dyed green, and everything was placed in a basket. It was auctioned off and all proceeds are
going to future WiT events.
• See all levels of work. No matter where you are in your turning journey, it’s important to celebrate
that.
• Include all forms of woodworking and other art mediums. This allows us to think outside the box and
expand our creative horizons.
• Share your love of woodturning with other women. It can be contagious and a great way to encourage
them to join in.
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May In-Person Meeting
Our May monthly meeting will feature professional woodturner Matt Monaco. This will be our first in-person
meeting since the beginning of the pandemic! We plan on holding this meeting at the Brightwater Treatment
Plant (22505 WA-9, Woodinville, WA 98072).
Matt lives in the Ozark region of the Missouri Southwest Plains. He has turned wood for 18 years and
apprenticed for five. His training includes assisting and professionally developing with acclaimed woodturning
legend Richard Raffan. He aims to create products that really highlight classic form, fine detail, and the
character of the wood.
Matt will be demonstrating thin wall bowl turning on Thursday, May 12. There will be two hands-on
workshops the following weekend, May 14-15, at Mitch Reinitz’s shop that will cover Wood Pottery and Fine
Detail Platters. The workshops are now full, and there is a waiting list.
*Covid-19 protocols will be followed as appropriate at the time of this event. This may include the use of masks and/or
proof of vaccination.
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THANKS!
The club received a significant donation of money from member Bob Pichora in early May. In his words, the
donation is for the club’s “…members giving me, more than I give the club.” He specifically cites the following
members:
•
•
•

Earl Bartell for an extended tutorial session and for hollow forms that he will embellish in an upcoming
class.
David Lutrick for providing hollow forms for the class.
Tim Tibbetts for “his enthusiastic, tireless and timely energy in helping with the many questions I ask
him.”

Due to recent health issues, Bob was unable to prepare hollow-form blanks for a long-awaited class at Mark
Adams School of Woodworking and asked the club for assistance with this preparation. He is eager to take the
blanks prepared by Earl and David to the class to make full use of his time. Thank you, Bob, for the donation
and recognizing the wealth of information and kind assistance offered by individual members of Seattle
Woodturners. And thank you, Earl, David, and Tim for your continued support of the club.

Matt Monaco Hand-on Workshops - May 14, 15
Matt Monaco will be our first in-person demonstration since the start of the pandemic! These workshops are
all full. Contact Elizabeth if you have any questions. (elizabeth.carls@gmail.com).
•
•

Saturday, May 14, Wood Pottery
Sunday, May 15, Fine Detail Platters

*Covid-19 protocols will be followed as appropriate at the time of this event. This may include the use of masks
and/or proof of vaccination.
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Seattle AAW April 2022 Virtual Meeting
April Demonstrator – Michael Earley
Michael Earley did a demonstration on the basket weave illusion for our April meeting. He covered tools and techniques
he uses to successfully create his pieces. A PDF file via email with his list of resources was sent out to members after the
presentation. Contact Elizabeth Weber (elizabeth.carls@gmail.com) if you didn't receive it.
Michael usually starts with lighter, clear pieces of wood. For larger hollow forms, Michael uses segmented pieces in
order to only turn long grain. This helps to minimize tear out from end grain on the piece. For a platter, he uses a solid
piece of wood. Maple, ash, and pear are all good options. The basket weave illusion starts with beads created using a
beading tool. Michael recommends the D-Way 1/8” and 3/16” size beading tools. Once the beads are in place, Michael
uses a sample piece of Formica to come in and burn lines between each bead.
The spokes, the division lines, are created first by striking a pencil line along the length of the piece using an indexing
wheel and a platform to support the pencil. A special wood burning tip that wraps around each bead is then used to
burn the lines into the wood. The form and size will dictate how many spokes are needed – smaller pieces (6”) will have
90 spokes while larger pieces (15+”) will have 144 spokes or more.
Once that is done, the pattern is transferred to the piece by using pigmented India Ink. Have an Exacto knife close by to
scrape away any mistakes that occur while layout is taking place. Once the piece is finished, Michael uses a UV archival
varnish created by Krylon. This protects the colors and patterns.
Feel free to reach out to Michael with any questions you may have (michaelearleyart.com).
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DUNN GARDENS AUCTION
The Seattle Woodturners and Dunn Gardens are collaborating to auction wood-turned pieces that range from
bowls, to vessels, to clocks. The live portion of the event will be from 1 to 5PM on May 28 th. This auction will
be held on the grounds of Dunn Gardens located at 13533 Northshire Rd NW, Seattle, WA 98177. Parking is
limited on the grounds so plan to park on nearby streets and carpool if you can. The fund-raiser will benefit
both the Seattle Woodturners and the Dunn Gardens Foundation. Dunn Gardens will auction off wood turned
pieces from a sugar maple that was harvested on the grounds.
The auction will feature music, beer & wine, picnics, a lathe demonstration (from our very own Elizabeth
Weber), mini docent tours, and some dancers performing along some of the out of the way areas of the
gardens (a sort of surprise).
There will be a $5 entrance fee. People who have made pieces for the auction will be on a list of VIPs and will
be admitted free. All members are invited to the event; look for an emailed link for tickets and RSVP in the
near future.
Here are some of the pieces that will be at the auction. (Perry’s son is not included in the auction.)

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Woodturning Sales and Craft Shows
My Journey to the Dark Side
Barry Roitblat
With help from Jim Kief and Earl Bartell

My wife says I have an inventory
problem. If you’ve been turning for long
enough, you eventually run out of
friends and relatives to whom you can
give pieces away, and there are only so
many charity auctions, etc. I ultimately
decided I needed to try to sell some
pieces. This is not meant to be an
exhaustive overview, but, in this article,
I’d like to share some of my experiences
for others who might be considering
getting into sales.
At first, I tried local retail stores. I had
some success selling pens, bottle
stoppers, peppermills, etc. through local
gift shops and a few jewelry stores, but
many of these outlets had a bad habit of
going out of business on a regular basis.
They also take a substantial commission
(50%) on all sales. There were also a few
artisan-focused web stores through
which I’ve listed pieces, but these had
difficulty rising above the noise of web search and most also went out of business after a while.
I considered Etsy and a few other craft-oriented sites, but these venues make it difficult to stand out among the crowd
especially since they often allow cheap, foreign manufactured goods to compete in the same categories. Costs can also be an
issue. Etsy, for example, charges $0.20 per quarter for each listing, plus a 5% commission on sales. Other sites like Shopify
charge a higher level of monthly fees and would be more suitable for building a small business vs hobby sales.
Etsy may be a good place to start out and learn what people want to buy and how much they are willing to spend, however. It
can be a good “test market” for a new design, instead of making a half dozen pieces for a craft market, that don’t sell.
I have a personal web site on Weebly. This is a free site but, because it’s free, has some limitations. The URL is obscure
(<name>.square.site) but I redirect there from a URL that I own. The free version also doesn’t get indexed by the major search
engines, but I don’t really expect anyone to find me from a random web search in any case. I maintain the site largely so that I
have a place to which I can refer people that I “meet” through other sources. Most of my inventory is on this site, and most of
the sales from the site are to people that I connect with in other ways. For additional fees you can get a custom URL, have
better visibility to search engines, and have access to additional marketing tools such as e-mail lists and better reporting.
Some people enjoy talking with folks at a craft show. I’m not one of those people. I’m not particularly gregarious and am
sometimes downright awkward with people I don’t know. Nonetheless, I’ve taken the plunge into craft shows and have been
doing a few over the last couple of years. There are a number of shows that feature a central checkout. You just set-up and
leave. The advantage is that you don’t have to commit your whole day to interacting with potential customers and don’t need
to have the infrastructure for taking payment, etc. The disadvantage is that sales are typically lower – people actually want to
meet the artist; the show/venue may take a significant cut of your sales; and they typically seem to require some number of
volunteer hours in addition to your set-up/tear down time.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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(Woodturning Sales & Craft Shows, Continued)
I’ve started doing some in-person craft shows. There are dozens of them in the local area. Some are only a few hours long,
while other shows may extend to multi-day events. The smaller shows may attract only a few folks passing by, while the larger
venues can attract significant traffic from customers coming specifically to shop. As I’ve said, I’m not a great conversationalist,
and you have to get used to the idea that 90% of the people you see will completely ignore you and 90% of the rest will reject
you, even as they tell you how much they love your work. Still, I’ve found I can manage to maintain a conversation by sharing
how much I enjoy turning and the wonderful surprises often found inside an otherwise nondescript piece of wood. I’m no
longer intimidated by meeting with people all day.
If you’re interested in doing a show, you have to decide whether the costs make sense for you. There’s the cost of the display
fixtures, the application and entry fees, and how much you value your time. For display fixtures, I’ve gone with gridwall
because it gives me a lot of flexibility on how I configure my space for different sizes and layouts. I add to this a couple of
tables (with table covers), shelves, hangars, risers, display easels, and signs. I also have a popup tent for outdoor shows. For
one show, I also rented a truck so I’d have room to transport everything along with a cart to move it to my sales location. It’s
not necessary to be that elaborate with fixtures, however. For some shows, you can probably get by with a table or two,
some tablecloths, and a few display fixtures.
You should choose shows that draw the customer you want to reach. If most of the vendors are selling candles and Christmas
ornaments for $5-$10, you probably aren’t going to sell many bowls for $50-$100 (but sometimes, you never know). Artisan
and other hand-crafted shows are also more likely to be successful than flea markets, for example. For any show, it’s useful to
have items at a range of prices.
Most shows charge a fee just to apply to participate. Some are less selective than others, but most have some mysterious jury
process to decide whether or not you’re accepted to show. If you don’t get accepted, you’re still out the application fee. If you
do get accepted, then there will be a rental fee for your space, and some will also take a commission on your sales. The space
rental may run as little as $25-$50 for an afternoon show at a small venue to hundreds of dollars for a weekend show at an
established festival. Bellevue Arts Festival, for example, charges $1000 and up for booth space. The locations that take a
commission may charge less for the space rental, but I’ve seen commissions as high as 30%.
There are a number of resources for finding craft shows. Festivalnet.com and fairsandfestivals.net include listings for shows
across the country. Their information is not always current, however, as they’ll carry forward listings from year to year without
verifying whether the show is still in operation. Both sites also require a subscription to get full information about the shows,
but you can generally find enough information in the free listings to search for more details. Facebook also has a number of
groups dedicated to craft shows including “Pacific North West Craft Fair and Bazaar Vendors”
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/PNWCraftFairs). Callforentry.org and zapplication.org are application management
platforms that also publish listings for upcoming shows.
In addition to craft shows, callforentry and zapplication also list calls for public art and upcoming gallery exhibitions. I’ve had
pieces in a few, small, local galleries and managed to sell a few things. I’ve also had pieces exhibited in galleries in Ohio, North
Carolina, and California. I have not sold anything through these national shows and I can’t definitively trace any online activity
to the shows, either, but there’s room for opportunity. Gallery exhibitions pose some of their own challenges. Many galleries
do not recognize woodturning content as an appropriate medium, but some galleries will also run craft and artisan shows
where turning may be accepted. Typically, applying to a gallery call requires an application fee. If accepted, galleries generally
expect to keep 50% of the proceeds for any pieces sold. Out of town exhibitions also expect the artist to cover the cost of
shipping pieces to and from the gallery. Although a gallery exhibition may be good exposure and validation of your work, not
all exhibitions include an on-line presence so the audience for the work may be limited.
Any retail venues (galleries, gift shops, etc.) have implications for your pricing. Given the potentially hefty commissions taken
(or the need for wholesale pricing), you may need to increase your prices to maintain a margin or even break even. If you
want to maintain consistent pricing across all selling platforms, this, in turn, could impact your sales for in-person events.
In summary, there are a lot of opportunities to sell your work. What’s right for you will depend on how engaged you want to
be, how much time you want to spend, and how much cost you’re willing to risk/bear. Also, you need to understand your
goals. Do you want to sell a few pieces to reduce your inventory and help fund your turning? That’s a hobby. Do you want to
make pieces that will sell well even if you don’t necessarily enjoy making them? That’s a business. Do you need to keep
making things without regard for whether they might sell? That’s a passion.
Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Membership Renewal – 2022
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like monthly meetings, Woodrat events, Sawdust Sessions, the
Library, and workshops. The majority of our income comes from membership fees, and we hope you plan to
renew. The dues will remain the same as they have been in previous years.
· New Member: If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes the remainder of 2022.
· Renewal cost is $40 for all current members.
· Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to Seattle AAW 14150 NE
20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.
There are two methods by which you may renew:
1. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153,
Bellevue, WA 98007.
2. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a
PayPal account.
To renew on PayPal:
1. Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues, or click on this link (you
can copy and paste this link instead): https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/.
2. Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you to PayPal.
3. Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if you
do not (a PayPal account is not required).
4. Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
Changed your contact information recently? You can update your contact info by emailing me at the address below.
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email: seattleaawt@gmail.com

Anchorseal
The Seattle AAW has a fresh batch of Anchorseal ready for
members. The cost is $22/gallon this year, due to increased
costs.
You can get some from the following members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com (Bellevue)
Russ Prior russcprior@gmail.com (Woodinville)
Earl Bartell earlturns@aol.com (Bellevue)
Gary Ocher turnwithgary@gmail.com (Edmonds)
Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com
(Renton)
Louis Frantz louisfrantz56@gmail.com (Ballard)

If you are going to be at a Woodrats event and need some,
contact Earl Bartell ahead of time, and he will bring some for
you.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Empty Bowls 2022
Once again, Seattle Woodturners will be participating in two empty bowls events in 2022 to help address food
insecurity. Last year we donated approximately 200 bowls that were used at local fundraisers to help feed the
hungry, and we hope to match or exceed that this year. Donated bowls don’t need to be perfect, but they
should be presentable. Local potters often contribute ceramic bowls as well.
Participants at the fundraisers make a monetary donation and, in return, get to select a bowl that symbolizes
the needs of folks that can’t always fill their bowls, plates or stomachs at home.
Here is a note from Brandon Frost, Development and Communication Manager
for the North Helpline. I wanted to give you a personal thank you for your
donation of handcrafted bowls to North Helpline for our Empty Bowls event this
year. It means a great deal to me that you were willing to give back to the
community and support the work that we do.
Empty Bowls is special to us. While we do raise funds, we view it as a
community event where we can gather and reflect upon the barriers our
neighbors may have in accessing essential resources. Access to food, to
hygiene, to a home for themself and their children. Your support of Empty
Bowls 2022 allows us to serve and continue to provide greater access to all of
these and more.
This year we came with soup, bowl, and community. We filled our cups
and ate together. Though covid has altered the format of this event, we
are grateful to have it continue in practice and spirit.
This spring we donated over 65 bowls to the North Helpline. We hope to
do even better than that for the Edmonds Food Bank in the fall, so keep
those empty bowls coming. The Edmonds Food Bank Fundraiser event
will be September 22. We will begin collecting your empty bowl
donations in early September.

Bellevue Arts Fair, July 2022
The Bellevue Arts Fair will be happening this year on the last weekend
of July. We may be participating in the Kids Fair at the Bellevue Art
Museum (BAM). In the past, we have provided tops (as many as 1000
each year) for kids to pick and then we help color them with rotating
machines. It's a fun event and attracts a sizable crowd. Stay tuned for
information on how you can help but start making those tops!

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Woodrats
Eileen Collins
April had one big event for the Woodrats at my house on the 9th, and another one on the 30th on the East Side.
I had a large Port Orford Cedar cut down that my sister and dad planted over 50 years ago, as well as two
cherry trees my parents planted not too long after that. My parents had no concept of what pruning shears
were designed for, or how to use them, and these trees were totally out of control. As you can see from the
photos, there was plenty of wood for all! If anyone would like some, I still have WAY too much for me to turn,
including some rounds that would make nice hollow forms. I have a large pile of smaller stuff that my exhusband said he would take this summer. Gary Ocher has already turned a large bowl out of the Port Orford
Cedar, and it is beautiful, not warping too much at the time of publication. By keeping all the larger stuff, I got
a really good price for the cutting and stump grinding. In one day, everything but the stump grinding was
done, branches all chipped up and other than the logs laying around, you would never guess what was done
the day before. They cleaned up very well. Now, I wish I had more trees to cut down!
There was a lot of wood
in these trees! Port
Orford Cedar on the left,
Cherry trees on the
right.

The tree trimmer. His skills
were impressive!

Our fearless leader, Russ,
cutting a very large base of the
Bing Cherry Tree.
Scene before the Woodrats
arrived
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Woodrats (continued)

The Woodrats filled their cars. This is what
was left! I still have a lot of wood! This will
NOT fit in my woodshed to the left…….

Gary found a great place for my Caveman
sculpture!

The wood is all cut and ready to take
home.
I usually park
my car INSIDE
the garage.
That won’t
happen for a
while……
Maybe I should
have taken my
son’s advice a
few years ago
and expanded
the garage!

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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There was a Woodrat event on April 30 with some English
Walnut, London Plane and Cherry at Perrigo Park.
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Help Needed
This is a new section of the newsletter for members needing help with something woodturning related. If you
have a question, please submit it to the newsletter editor, (eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com), and we will get it
out to the membership.
This is from your newsletter editor. Please email me at the above email if you would like to help.
I was totally inspired by Michael Earley’s presentation for the April monthly meeting. I have a few thoughts to
add:
• If you are looking for inspiration for getting started with charts, do a search on Amazon “Charts for
Color Knitting”. I am a lifelong knitter and have quite a few books with charts ready to go or take
inspiration from. My favorite is Alice Starmore’s Charts for Colour Knitting. I have the original 1993
edition. The newer version includes photos of colored knitting using these types of charts, and is a
paperback version on Amazon for a very good price. I will bring this to the monthly meeting in the next
month or so. There are color knitting charts books in just about any style you are interested in! Check
your local library. This is a great starting point. If a design doesn’t have the exact number of blocks in a
repeat, you can usually adjust it to fit.
• Michael uses the Faber Castell Pitt Artist pens with India ink pens to color his work. These are good,
and I would not hesitate to use them, but the range of colors is very limited, in my opinion. I want to try
coloring a Basket Illusion bowl using my Fiber Reactive Dyes, of course. I will have had my surgery by
the time you read this and have a 10lb lifting restriction for the next 4-8 weeks. I plan to not challenge
that request by my doctor. If someone is already doing Basket Illusion and wants to satisfy my
curiosity, could you make me a small Basket Illusion bowl ready for color? I can color and finish it,
and we could raffle it off at a meeting as a collaborative effort to help make some extra money for the
club! I can provide the wood if needed.

Seattle AAW Library News / Help
Hungry for new resources? The library has been allocated funds in the 2022 budget and we are looking for
your input on what new books and DVDs you would like to be part of our library. Tell us what you want to see
and borrow! Email your requests/recommendations to Cortney Michalak at library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com by
August 1st.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Earl’s Pearls
An occasional series
of tips, tricks, and
tactics to enhance
your turning time!
Have you ever had a piece in work and no matter how well you sharpened your tool, you could not
get a smooth finish? Here is my solution to this problem.
I use a 50/50 mixture of Boiled Linseed Oil and odorless Mineral Spirits. You can use Shellac or
whatever finish you would normally use instead of the Shellac. I apply my concoction to the whole
piece and let it cure, usually overnight. This will harden the fibers of the wood.
The next day I take a negative rake scraper and very lightly do my finishing cuts, principally to get the
oil out of the wood and end up with a smooth sandable surface. Once that is done, I take a piece of
sacrificial 80 grit or 120 grit sandpaper to do the initial sanding and get the rest of the oil out of the
piece. If you have compressed air, you can blow the oil and sanding dust out of your sandpaper. This
makes it easier to keep your Velcro disks clean. (If you let the oil set in your sandpaper it will harden
and that is the end of that piece of sandpaper.) After that, just sand as you normally would!
Join us for the Seattle AAW Coffee Hour meetings. These are weekly online meetings,
alternating between morning and evenings to accommodate as many people as possible.
This is a great venue to get your questions answered, problems solved, and help others
learn to turn! We always have some Show & Tell as well as great discussions about
turning, as well as comradery and frivolity. Check your email from Earl for the next
meeting!
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Barry Roitblat
Part 2 of Dunn Maple projects. All the
pictures are representative of plants found
in the gardens. Approx. 15 inches across.

Jim Kief
Birch live edge bowl made from wood donated by city of Mercer Island. Really surprised at the color, so I
turned a couple of live edge bowls in addition to coring a couple of 14" bowls.

Seattle AAW Newsletter

16 | P a g e

Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Tim Tibbetts
Finally finished (or rather gave up on!) the wave bowl from Dunn Gardens Maple that I started during the
Sawdust Sessions a couple weeks ago. This is a case of do as I say, not as I do. I cautioned everyone to be careful
of glue squeeze out, then proceeded to make a mess when I glued it back together. Finish leaves a bit to be
desired. But once the wave is reglued, you are *done*...

Barry Roitblat
I rough turned this one about a year and a half ago. Pulling it out of the bag to finish turn, I had little reason to
suspect all the wonderful figure in this piece. Part of why I enjoy turning -- the surprise inside. Maple (with some
Ambrosia Beetle holes?), about 17" across.
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Gregg Johnson
Decorative Bowl
Figured Red Maple and Gold Epoxy Resin
2 1/2” x 11”
Lacquer and Carnauba Wax finish

Jack Schieber
Dawg dish. Maple and
Purpleheart.
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Barry Roitblat
Here's my first piece finished from the Dunn Gardens Maple. Despite being down for several years and rough
turned a year ago, there was still a lot of moisture in the wood, so I buried it in desiccant for a few days. The
moisture meter claimed it was dry, but there was still a lot of movement as I finished it. This one measures about
12" across.
I have another blank that's intended for a clock. It also came out of the desiccant as dry, but has been warping
significantly since I finished it (so I'm letting it dry some more before burning it).

Joe Cornell
This thin wall pierced Claro flame vessel is probably the only
dark colored wood piercing you will ever see me attempt. It
is hard to get any contrast between pyrographed illustration
and Black Walnut. The inside was airbrushed with a gold and
then translucent red airbrush paint. One set of strands on
the outside is black and the other has some iridescent gold
pigment mixed with Tung Oil. The overall finish is Tung Oil. It
is 5 inches high and 2.5 inches in diameter.
Gary Ocher
Port Orford Cedar from the April 9th Woodrats event
13” x 5”, finished with Howard’s Feed & Wax
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Joe Cornell
I reorganized my shop and now have space to catch up on photographing some recent work. This is the fourth
in my pierced Maple series. The pyrographed bears and trees took up most of the space and didn't leave much
room for piercing. The inside was airbrushed with silver and then transparent Caribbean blue airbrush paint.
The hard Maple vessel is again 3.5 inches diameter by 6 inches high. I decided to use Polycrylic finish this time
to preserve details in the pyrography.

Steve Gary
A 14” spalted Sugar Maple bowl going to the Dunn Gardens auction benefiting Dunn Gardens and Seattle
Woodturners. This is about 4.75” tall and has a satin polyurethane finish. Not excited about using the poly
but was looking for durability over the dye on the accent band.
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Eric Johnson
Here's a 7" x 2" figured Maple bowl I worked on yesterday. It was a nice change from all the chain sawing,
roughing out, drying out, sorting out I've been doing lately. Not that I'm complaining, as it's nice to have a
continuous supply of stuff to do, but I do enjoy finishing something!
- Sanded it to 1500 and used Mahoney's oil products for finishing.

Eric Johnson
I collected some Hawthorn from a fellow over in the Madrona neighborhood of Seattle. I rough turned and dried
a few bowls out of the rounds, but this one I turned green and allowed it to warp naturally.
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
Gregg Johnson
Shallow Bowl
Pine Lake Figured Big Leaf Maple
2” x 10”
Beeswax and Walnut Oil finish

Thomas Nelson
Easter Eggs!
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members
John Monroe
Sedua Fig, Yellow Heart and Ebony
8" x 11" across the top and 3" tall
Finished with Satin Poly

Jose Pantoja
13 1/2” x 6”; figured Maple and Purple Heart
Shellac finish
This piece is one of my very first segmented
works
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Show and Tell—Emailed/FB-posted/Instagram from Members

Pat Boone
Black Cypress
appearance of
sitting on
stacked plates
finished with
Walnut Oil.

Bill Monohan
Caught Gary Ocher at a Woodrat event
last month with his Prius “P150 Pickup”. Is
it riding on the axle?

Gary Ocher
English Walnut from the April 30th Woodrats
9.75” x 3.75”
Finish - Howard’s Feed & Wax
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their
new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for
insertion in the next newsletter!

For Sale: Pressure Pot and Compressor
I have a brand new, still in the never opened box, California Air Tools 5 gal pressure pot built for casting and a lightly
used California Air tools small compressor for sale for $350 for both items. Perfect for someone who wants to get into
casting. Contact Andy Bryant at andybryant57@gmail.com, 425-879-4697.

For Sale: McNaughton Hollowing Rig - $225
McNaughton hollowing rig with 3 cutting tools and laser guide. This is an older system but has been used very
lightly. The system will accept any three-quarter inch cutting tool and half inch cutting tool with the adapter. The
clamp block is designed to be used on any lathe. If you have any questions email me at earlturns@aol.com or call
206-713-3390.
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

For Sale
LATHE + ACCESSORIES • 1996 VicMarc VL100 mini lathe: 4" swing over bed = 8" dai. x 10" length capacity; 6 step pulleys;
variable-speed control, reversible; 3/4hp Leeson motor; mounted on heavy bench (DIY) with 4 drawers. Well maintained
with no issues since in my ownership. Would be easy to detach the lathe from the bench for transport. 3.5" Axminster
'Clubman' SK-80 4-jaw chuck kit (lightly used): 1" x 8tpi direct thread with standard 50mm jaws, faceplate ring, screw
chuck insert, chuck key. Axminster SK-80 35mm O'Donnell dovetail jaws (unused); (1) Axminster live center (lightly
used); (1) older live center; (1) spur drive; (1) Robust cup drive with bowl cup accessory (lightly used); (1) 2" Hurricane
faceplate (unused); (1) 3" faceplate (lightly used); 6" Robust tool rest; 10" round Axminster tool rest (lightly used); (1)
Axminster 1" x 8tpi screw chuck; (1) older 1" x 8tpi screw chuck; 3/8" keyed MT2 chuck (no key).
BENCH GRINDER + ACCESSORIES (all lightly used) • RIKON 8" low-speed grinder with: (2) Rikon aluminum oxide wheels,
truing tool, safety guards, instructions. (1) 8" 180 grit CBN wheel (lightly used); (2) OneWay Wolverine tool rests;
OneWay Wolverine grinding jig attachment; OneWay Vari-Grind tool holder; (5) Raptor angle guides.
TURNING TOOLS (all lightly used) • Record Power 3-piece HSS set: 3/8" bowl gouge, 1/2" round nose scraper, 3/16"
parting tool; (2) Hurricane HTT-102 HSS 5/8" (1/2" flute) bowl gouges; (1) Hurricane HTT-121 HSS 1.5" left curved
scraper; (1) Hamlet 1-3/8" Alan Lacer signature skew.
A high-quality lathe with everything needed to start turning. Looking to sell as a lot. $1100 OBO. Contact Tad
at coconutxpress@gmail.com.
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

For Sale: Old Delta Lathe, $300 OBO
I have a quite old Delta Lathe that needs to leave my shop.
It is in pieces, but everything's there.
It comes with a 1/2 HP (I think) motor that's not in the photos.
The cast legs alone are worth $200 to $300.
Contact: Jim Aliano, jimali47@yahoo.com, 206-251-4489, Kent, East Hill

For Sale: Laguna 18BX Bandsaw
220V.
Comes with a Resaw king blade, bowl
blank cutting blade, and spare blade
guard. Asking $2,000.
Contact:
Christopher Corp-Myer
Phone Number: 315-395-9253
christopher.e.myer@gmail.com
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Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club.

www.woodworkingshop.com
1-800-228-0000
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if
you are registered with them as a club member

www.woodturnerscatalog.com
1-800-551-8876
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a
member of the Seattle AAW chapter

www.dustystrings.com
206-634-1662
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops

www.chefspecialties.com
1-800-440-2433
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com)

www.rockler.com
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card

www.crosscutseattle.com
10% discount with your membership card

206-623-0334

www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com 253-804-3211
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we
purchased for Sawdust Sessions.
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar
Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with the latest
updates!
Location

22505 WA-9,
Woodinville,
WA 98072, USA

When

Summary

May 3, 2022 at 8:30
am – 9:30 am

Coffee Hour (Morning)

May 3, 2022 at 6:00
pm – 8:00 pm

Board Meeting

May 10, 2022 at
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Coffee Hour (Evening)

May 12, 2022 at
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Monthly Meeting:
Matt Monaco - Thin
Wall Bowl Turning

May 14, 2022
May 14, 2022

Matt Monaco Hands
on Workshop - Turning
Wood Pottery

Mitch Reinitz's
Shop

May 15, 2022

Matt Monaco Hands
on Workshop - Fine
Detail Platters

May 17, 2022 at
8:30 am – 9:30 am

Coffee Hour (Morning)

May 24, 2022 at
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Coffee Hour (Evening)

May 28, 2022 at
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Dunn Garden
Woodturned Maple
Auction

May 31, 2022 at
8:30 am – 9:30 am

Coffee Hour (Morning)

May 31, 2022 at
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Board Meeting

Seattle AAW Newsletter

Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to
attend.

Note: The meeting will be held in the joined Hearth and
Community rooms on the Brightwater Campus. Agenda:
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Social time, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Meeting time. We are working on getting Zoom Meeting
link to be sent to members.
Submissions deadline for Dunn Garden Auction.

Mitch Reinitz's
Shop

Dunn Gardens,
13533
Northshire Rd
NW, Seattle,
WA 98177, USA

Description

Turning Wood Pottery.

The auction will be outdoors in the afternoon using
tents if needed. There will also be a virtual auction.
Details to follow. Entrance fee $5 for all but contributing
woodturners.

Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to
attend.
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Russ Prior

russcprior@gmail.com

Vice President

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Secretary

Randi Aiken
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com

Treasurer

Robin Brown
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Director of
Membership

Louis Frantz
louisfrantz56@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Joe Cornell
joeswoodart@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#1

Barry Roitblat
barry@rentonww.com

Member-at-Large
#2

Sylvia Wayne
sylvielen02@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#3

Gary Ocher
turnwithgary@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#4 (Outreach)

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Woodrat

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Audio and Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Newsletter Editor

Eileen Collins
eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Web Site

Open

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

Courtney Michalak
librarian@seattlewoodturners.org

Sealer

Steve Gary
garydesignworks@gmail.com

Inventory Control

Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

George Hart

Women in Turning
(WiT) Rep

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Event: In Person Meeting, May 12, 2022 (Matt Monaco)
See the Website Events Calendar for details.
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