Fine Turnings
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — July 2022
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners
Instagram: @seattle_woodturners

July Meeting
July 16th, 9:00am-1:00pm
Our July meeting will be our Annual Tool Swap. It will be taking
place on Saturday, July 16th, and will be held in-person at the
Lakeside Industries Parking Lot in Issaquah, WA.
See page four for details.

July Sawdust Sessions
No Sawdust Sessions are scheduled for July.

Tools, Tools,
and More
Tools!

Membership
Renew your membership for 2022 and enjoy the benefits of our monthly meetings, Sawdust
Sessions, news, newsletters, coffee hours and Woodrat events. See page eight for details.
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Woodrats Updates
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities. We still
have Pandemic-safe ways for you to get some great wood.

Help Needed
The club is looking for help with trailer hauling. If you have a ¾ton pickup with electric brake wiring, please contact Jim Hogg,
our Vice President and current trailer hauler.
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President’s Message
July 2022
Okay, we’re getting better. Our June hybrid meeting
went much better than the May meeting. It seems that
the Zoom experience was much better and the
microphone issues seem to have been sorted. Maybe
the familiarity of our old haunts (Redmond VFW Hall)
provided the confidence for success. Certainly, there is
room for improvement; we will make every effort to
get the bugs worked out. I continue to attend Zoom
meetings (or view video) of the national group hosted
by Lancaster Area Woodturners to learn more about
hybrid meetings.
A big thank you to Tom Hensheid for a really interesting
demonstration of spoon carving. I now totally
understand the appeal that Elizabeth Weber has long expressed about spoons. I also really like how Elizabeth
is expanding our horizons beyond woodturning. And, as Tom said, spoon carving is a natural adjunct to wood
turning in multiple ways. I also attended Tom’s spoon carving Sawdust Session and really enjoyed carving my
own spoon. I carved a simple, long-handled spoon that I used in the kitchen. What fun!
We are looking for volunteers on several levels:
• We need people to help staff lathes at the Bellevue Arts Fair at the end of this month;
• We are also looking for people to demo at our next in-person meeting in October which is a minisymposium;
• We are needing a volunteer to help haul our trailer to meetings, an important job that will be more
demanding than over these past two years; and
• Finally, come August we begin the process of nominating people to serve on the Board with elections
in November (stay tuned, more later in the year).
Now that the weather has improved, Patti and I are spending more time working in the yard. She indicated
that we needed groundcover so I realized I needed to make shavings. So off to the lathe I went—a great way
to avoid yardwork! I rough turned three, red maple bowls from wood that Steve Gary kindly let me have. One
was a crotch piece that I was uncharacteristically careful about mounting. After realizing I needed to make an
adjustment, I recut the mounting surface with the help of an electric chainsaw to cut off a thin wedge-shaped
slice. Sometimes a little extra effort pays big dividends.
All for now, I look forward to seeing you at the tool swap on the 16 th. The club will have some exotic wood,
facemasks, and pen-making hardware for sale.
Russ Prior
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber
Women in Turning Virtual Exchange
The Women in Turning committee hosted their annual WiT
Exchange. They published an open invitation to women makers
from all backgrounds, challenging them to participate in a
collaborative effort with other women from around the world.
This exchange saw 48 women from 8 countries come together
to form 16 teams.
Each team chose two words from a list of words provided by the
committee. These words became the prompts used by the
groups to create their pieces. On June 4, the committee
revealed pieces that were created from all of the teams in a
virtual art show. This showcased a look behind the scenes at the
creative process. Each team documented, then condensed their
journey into a lively, thoughtful, humorous, and entertaining 5minute presentation. The hope of the exchange is that it will prompt others to enhance their creative process!
You can find the presentation of this year’s exchange here.

Seattle AAW Newsletter

3|P a g e

July Meeting
July 16th, Starting at 9:00am
In July our club will be hosting its annual tool swap for our monthly meeting. If you have any items that you
would like to bring, now is the time to start collecting them for our event. The tool swap will be held at the
Lakeside Industries Parking Lot in Issaquah, WA.
If you plan to join us to sell, you are responsible for bringing a table to display your items.
We will have wood for sale from the Board Hoarder, along with a few other wood items, like tagua nuts and
exotics, that were donated to our club. D-Way will also be on hand to showcase some of their tools.
What: Annual Tool Swap
When: July 16, 2022
9 AM - 1 PM
Where: Lakeside Industries Parking Lot
6505 226th PL S.E.
Issaquah, WA, 98027
D-Way Tools will be there to offer the following discount on their tools.
D-Way will be bringing the majority of their tool line. If there is something specific club members want D-Way
to have available at the tool swap, email them ahead of time to let them know. Email:
jimmie@boxmastertools.com.
There will be a 10% sale on 3/4" Bowl Gouge, Small & Medium negative rake Scrapers, & Handles.
D-Way will also be offering blemished (cosmetic) tools at discounted prices. For these items, members must
pay by cash or check.
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Earl’s Pearls
An occasional series
of tips, tricks, and
tactics to enhance
your turning time!
Just a quick tip for when you are working with glues or epoxies. I have a roll of wax paper that I keep in the
shop. I go to the bandsaw and cut about a third of the roll off. That will give me small sections and larger
sections to work with when I am using cyanoacrylate (CA) glue or epoxy. Many times, I will also set the piece I
am working with on the wax paper. This will keep you from gluing your work piece to your bench or tabletop
or lathe.
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Seattle AAW June 2022 Meeting
Our June demonstrator was Tom Henscheid. Tom walked us through how to create a spoon blank from a billet
of wood.
Tom primarily uses green wood and a bandsaw to cut out the shape of the spoon. Tom has a selection of
templates he likes to use when creating the shape of his spoons, favoring a more asymmetrical shape so that
he can avoid obsessing over the perfect spoon. Cutting shapes on the bandsaw starts with cutting out the plan
view, then rotating the blank to cut out the elevation view. Once the blank has been cut out, Tom outlines the
shape of the spoon bowl, then places the spoon in a holding device, either a Woodcraft Pattern Makers Vise or
a rope. He uses a bent gouge and homemade hook knives to remove material from the bowl of the spoon. He
then rotates the blank and continues to take off material on the back of the spoon bowl and handle using a
spokeshave. His final cuts involve knife work, sometimes adding fun details like finials. Once he is satisfied with
the shape of his spoon, he finishes his piece with walnut oil.
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Seattle AAW June 2022 Sawdust Sessions
June Sawdust Session
Our June sawdust session was held at Russ Prior’s shop. Our monthly demonstrator, Tom Henscheid showed
11 of our members how to carve spoons. Thanks to Russ for opening his shop to our members!

Women in Turning
Our WiT meeting was held at Russ Prior’s shop this month. Tom Henscheid led a session on coloring your
wood using fun and whacky methods. Some of these methods included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

aging the wood using both baking soda and lye
ebonizing the wood with rusty vinegar
adding textures to a piece using a bandsaw, chatter marks, and air files
oxidizing metallic paints on a piece
adding milk paint for color and crackling it using hide glue
a variety of more traditional finishes such as Danish Oil and Waterlox

The session was incredibly inspiring and could have lasted a lot longer than the 2+ hours we were there. Thank
you again to Russ Prior for opening his shop to our session!
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Membership Renewal – 2022
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like monthly meetings, Woodrat events, Sawdust Sessions, the
Library, and workshops. The majority of our income comes from membership fees, and we hope you plan to
renew. The dues will remain the same as they have been in previous years.
· New Member: If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes the remainder of 2022.
· Renewal cost is $40 for all current members.
· Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to Seattle AAW 14150 NE
20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.
There are two methods by which you may renew:
1. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153,
Bellevue, WA 98007.
2. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a PayPal
account.
o Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues, or click on this link (you
can copy and paste this link instead): https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/.
o Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you to
PayPal.
o Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if
you do not (a PayPal account is not required).
o Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
Changed your contact information recently? You can update your contact info by emailing me at the address below.
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email: seattleaawt@gmail.com

Anchorseal
The Seattle AAW has Anchorseal available for members. The cost
is $22/gallon.
You can get some from the following members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com (Bellevue)
Russ Prior russcprior@gmail.com (Woodinville)
Earl Bartell earlturns@aol.com (Bellevue)
Gary Ocher turnwithgary@gmail.com (Edmonds)
Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com
(Renton)
Louis Frantz louisfrantz56@gmail.com (Ballard)

If you are going to be at a Woodrats event and need some,
contact Earl Bartell ahead of time, and he will bring some for
you.
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Empty Bowls 2022
Once again, Seattle Woodturners will be participating in two empty bowls events in 2022 to help address food
insecurity. Last year we donated approximately 200 bowls that were used at local fundraisers to help feed the
hungry, and we hope to match or exceed that this year. Donated bowls don’t need to be perfect, but they
should be presentable. Local potters often contribute ceramic bowls as well.
Participants at the fundraisers make a monetary donation and, in return, get to select a bowl that symbolizes
the needs of folks that can’t always fill their bowls, plates or stomachs at home.
Here is a note from Brandon Frost, Development and Communication Manager
for the North Helpline. I wanted to give you a personal thank you for your
donation of handcrafted bowls to North Helpline for our Empty Bowls event this
year. It means a great deal to me that you were willing to give back to the
community and support the work that we do.
Empty Bowls is special to us. While we do raise funds, we view it as a
community event where we can gather and reflect upon the barriers our
neighbors may have in accessing essential resources. Access to food, to
hygiene, to a home for themself and their children. Your support of Empty
Bowls 2022 allows us to serve and continue to provide greater access to all of
these and more.
This year we came with soup, bowl, and community. We filled our cups
and ate together. Though covid has altered the format of this event, we
are grateful to have it continue in practice and spirit.
This spring we donated over 65 bowls to the North Helpline. We hope to
do even better than that for the Edmonds Food Bank in the fall, so keep
those empty bowls coming. The Edmonds Food Bank Fundraiser event
will be September 22. We will begin collecting your empty bowl
donations in early September. Final collection date for the fundraiser is
September 7th.
Contact any of the following members to arrange drop-off of your bowl donations
• Edmonds: Gary Ocher gocher@comquestresearch.com
• Redmond: Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com
• Bellevue: Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com
• Renton: Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com
• Seattle: Elizabeth Weber elizabeth.carls@gmail.com
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Turning Tips for Large, Heavy Monkey Puzzle Blanks
By David Lutrick
If you are turning a traditional end grain bowl from monkey puzzle, it is important to use the noticeable pith
channel as the bowl axis and to make the ends of the blank parallel. For smaller blanks, one can use a recess
with chuck jaws inside as a way to start turning. Use a Forstner bit to drill the recess in the rim end of the
blank. The pith channel may be as much as ¾ inch wide and the bit will just wander unless a tapered solid plug
is driven into the channel flush to the surface. Make a starter hole at the center of the plug to anchor the
point of the bit to start drilling the recess. Make the recess at least as deep as the jaws are long.This approach
will give substantial leeway in adjusting the blank axis to get the live center into the pith channel while the
chuck jaws remain in the recess. Turn a large tenon on the bottom end of the blank to use when you hollow
the bowl, then reverse the blank to true up the rim end of the blank.
For larger blanks that can weigh 50-100 pounds, you can use a faceplate on the rim end to get started, as the
mass of the blank is too much for the chuck-in-recess approach because the jaws will slip inside the recess
while accelerating and decelerating. It is difficult to get the rim end exactly perpendicular to the lathe axis so
that a screwed down faceplate will thread on the spindle while also aligning the pith channel with the live
center. A solution is to leave the screws loose enough so that the faceplate can be aligned once it is screwed
on the spindle and the bottom end pith channel engaged with the live center. Drive some small wedges under
a portion of the faceplate to tighten it against the screws. See the photo. This arrangement allows the blank to
be shaped and a tenon turned on the bottom end without having to have parallel faces on the two ends of the
blank. I leave the rim end faceplate until I have completed coring the blank. I core the largest bowl off first and
the smallest last. Only then is the faceplate removed.
Another tip is to always start your lathe from a crawl speed with such large blanks.
“Aging” monkey puzzle for an extended period has two
benefits. The bark rots and softens so that you can remove
it easily with a shovel blade. The resin solidifies and is not
the sticky mess it is when fresh. Because the growth rings
are usually very uniform, there are uniform stresses during
drying and, thus, very few cracks as a result of shrinkage
during extended storage. I don’t seal the ends of the
rounds, just store them under plastic sheets. White rot
fungi will eventually get established and soften the wood,
limiting how long you can wait to turn a round that is
several years old.
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Bellevue Arts Fair, July 2022
The Bellevue Arts Fair will be happening this year on the last weekend of July. We are participating in the Kids Fair
at the Bellevue Art Museum (BAM). In the past, we have provided tops (as many as 1,000 each year) for kids to pick
and then we help color them with rotating machines. It's a fun event and attracts a sizable crowd.
Earl has sent out an email with photos of finished tops as well as a request for people to sign up to demonstrate.
For any members that may not know that we are going to be doing the Bellevue Arts Museum Kids Fair this year,
pay attention. We still need volunteers to be demonstrators at the fair. We will be demonstrating Saturday and
Sunday from approximately 11 o’clock until 5:00. We will have three or four of our lathes set up for demonstrators.
You can sign up for multiple shifts. Please let me know what day/days and what shift/shifts work for you. Shifts will
be approximately two hours. The club will supply wood for turning tops. If you want to turn small bowls or other
small projects, you will have to provide your own wood. You will provide your own tools. The club grinder will be
available for sharpening.
Also, I will be available to mentor anyone interested in learning how to turn tops. If you are interested in being a
demonstrator for BAM you can email me at earlturns@aol.com or call me at 206–713–3390. This is a great
opportunity to get some practice demonstrating and reaching out to the community and sharing our passion.

Here are the schematics for a top that works with the coloring devices the kids will be using:

Matt Monaco demonstrated making a top at the first in person meeting in May. One thing he showed was to put a
tiny flat spot on the spinning point. It will last longer and spin better that way.
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11 | P a g e

Woodrats
Eileen Collins
June was a month with a single Woodrat event. We had the fortune of obtaining some Monkey Puzzle and
beautiful Madrone! Stay tuned!
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Help Needed
This is a new section of the newsletter for members needing help with something woodturning related. If you
have a question, please submit it to the newsletter editor, (eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com), and we will get it
out to the membership.
This is from your newsletter editor. Please email me at the above email if you would like to help.

Seattle AAW Library News / Help
Hungry for new resources? The library has been allocated funds in the 2022 budget and we are looking for
your input on what new books and DVDs you would like to be part of our library. Tell us what you want to see
and borrow! Email your requests/recommendations to Cortney Michalak at library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com by
August 1st.

Join us for the Seattle AAW Coffee Hour meetings.
These are weekly online meetings, alternating between morning and evenings to
accommodate as many people as possible. This is a great venue to get your questions
answered, problems solved, and help others learn to turn! We always have some Show &
Tell as well as great discussions about turning, as well as comradery and frivolity. Check
your email from Earl for the next meeting!

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell
Now that we are meeting in person again, we will primarily be showing photos of finished pieces brought to the
meeting. Ross is taking our photos and showcases these pieces! If you want to show off your piece, but cannot
come to a meeting, email the newsletter editor, and include a photo of the finished piece and the details. In the
interest of time, we recommend you bring only a single piece (or set) for Show and Tell

Steve Gary
Apple Hollowform

Steve Gary
Apple Hollowform

Gary Ocher
Holly – no added color

Eileen Collins
Cypress – Bowls are from the same piece of wood.
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Show and Tell

Bill Monohan
Maple

Audrey Yeoh
Cherry

Bob Sievers
Walnut with Walnut shells inlay

Bob Sievers
Rose Engine work in Bass Wood
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their
new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for
insertion in the next newsletter!

For Sale: Excelsior 5-speed
Mini Lathe, $300 OBO
This is the entry level lathe that Rockler sells
and is often found on sale for around $350. Its
in great condition and comes with all of the
original pieces. I bought this last year and have
since upgraded to something bigger. Rockler
link: https://www.rockler.com/excelsior-minilathe
Contact:
Tyler Poston, tyler.poston@live.com,

For Sale: Powercrafter 400K Pneumatic Carver - $350
I have transitioned to my new Presto NSK carver and thought maybe somebody else would like to get into the
pierced carving game. In addition to the carver and filter/regulator, I will include a dozen assorted carving bits
of your choice and a morning or afternoon session in my shop showing you how I make my luminary vessels.
All you will need to get started in your own shop is a compressor that can supply 2 cfm at 40-60 psi.
The stand for the handpiece shown in the photos is not included but you can order it from treelineusa.com for
about $10. Contact: Joe Cornell 612-281-2917, joeswoodart@gmail.com
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Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club.

www.woodworkingshop.com
1-800-228-0000
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if
you are registered with them as a club member

www.woodturnerscatalog.com
1-800-551-8876
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a
member of the Seattle AAW chapter

www.dustystrings.com
206-634-1662
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops

www.chefspecialties.com
1-800-440-2433
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com)

www.rockler.com
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card

www.crosscutseattle.com
10% discount with your membership card

206-623-0334

www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com 253-804-3211
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we
purchased for Sawdust Sessions

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar
Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with the latest
updates!
Location

6505 226th
Place S.E. Issaquah, WA,
98027

When

Summary

Description

July 5, 2022 at 6:00
pm – 8:00 pm

Board Meeting

Monthly Board Meeting. Members are welcome to
attend.

July 16, 2022 at
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Tool Swap Seattle
Woodturners Annual

This will also count as our monthly meeting. Held in
the Lakeside Industries Parking lot. 6505 226th
Place S.E. - Issaquah, WA, 98027. If you have any
woodworking-related items that you would like to
sell, now is the time to start collecting them for our
event. The tool swap will be held at the Lakeside
Industries Parking lot in…

July 30, 2022 at
11:00 am – 5:00
pm

BAM Kids Fair

https://www.bellevuearts.org/artsfairpictures of the
2015 BAM
eventhttps://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19i48
BKjX2Fh1xO_VpDGLWbk9iNGwDAOj/edit?usp=shari
ng&ouid=115878090356406575358&rtpof=true&sd
=true

July 31, 2022 at
11:00 am – 5:00
pm

BAM Kids Fair

https://www.bellevuearts.org/artsfairpictures of the
2015 BAM
eventhttps://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19i48
BKjX2Fh1xO_VpDGLWbk9iNGwDAOj/edit?usp=shari
ng&ouid=115878090356406575358&rtpof=true&sd
=true
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Russ Prior

russcprior@gmail.com

Vice President

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Secretary

Randi Aiken
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com

Treasurer

Robin Brown
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Director of
Membership

Louis Frantz
louisfrantz56@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Joe Cornell
joeswoodart@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#1

Barry Roitblat
barry@rentonww.com

Member-at-Large
#2

Sylvia Wayne
sylvielen02@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#3

Gary Ocher
turnwithgary@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#4 (Outreach)

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Woodrat

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Audio and Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Newsletter Editor

Eileen Collins
eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Web Site

Joe Cornell
joeswoodart@gmail.com

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

Courtney Michalak
librarian@seattlewoodturners.org

Sealer

Steve Gary
garydesignworks@gmail.com

Inventory Control

Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

George Hart

Women in Turning
(WiT) Rep

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Event: In Person Meeting, July 16, 2022 (Annual Tool Swap)
See the Website Events Calendar for details.
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