Fine Turnings
Seattle Chapter, American Association of Woodturners — August 2022
Web: www.seattlewoodturners.org
Facebook: seattlewoodturners
Instagram: @seattle_woodturners

August Meeting
August 11th, 6:00pm-9:00pm
Kirk Deheer is our August demonstrator. He will be showing us
how to turn an endgrain box. This will be a remote demonstration.
A Zoom link will be sent out the weekend prior to the
demonstration.

August Sawdust Sessions
There are no Sawdust Sessions scheduled for August. Keep
turning!

Membership
Renew your membership for 2022 and enjoy the benefits of our monthly meetings, Sawdust
Sessions, news, newsletters, coffee hours and Woodrat events. See page ten for details.
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Woodrats Updates
Watch your email for updates on Woodrats opportunities. We
still have Pandemic-safe ways for you to get some great wood.

Help Needed
The club is looking for help with trailer hauling. If you have a ¾ton pickup with electric brake wiring, please contact Jim Hogg,
our Vice President and current trailer hauler.
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President’s Message
August 2022
“Enough blather. You might well believe that I’m grasping for
subject matter these days—I blame it on the dog-days of
August. We do have several club activities scheduled… “
This was part of the closing paragraph of my President’s
Message a year ago. Today, I find myself in similar situation
with the dog-days of August. It’s hot outside and my shop is
too hot to work in mid-day. It’s one thing to heat a shop in
winter and a whole other level of environmental control to
have air conditioning. (Loompi thinks my shop is great
because the slab on grade stays cool.)
That said, it’s a temporary problem and Seattle weather
normally sorts itself out. In recent shop time I have finished
a bowl for a young couple as a wedding gift, finished bowls
for friends, and combined my two current passions (woodturning and old Volvos) by turning a gear-shift knob for my car.
I made one out of cherry but I suspect I will be shopping the wood pile for more exotic blanks. Ultimately, I have a piece
of Pink Ivory that I bought at the 2020 Tool Swap which I will turn into a matching gear-shift knob and steering-wheel
cowling.
Speaking of the Tool Swap, we had an excellent turnout. Thanks to Lakeside Industries for letting us, once again, borrow
their parking lot in Issaquah. This was the third Tool Swap to be held outdoors, which seems to work very well and may
foretell a long-term change caused by Covid. Having Boxmaster Tools and the Board Hoarder, as always, was a big hit
and it seems that the vendors were happy with the sales volume. I go to the Tool Swap swearing that I don’t need more
tools and certainly don’t need more wood. So, what happens? I wind up bringing home a combined $200 worth of both!
So much for self-restraint.
Our next two meetings will be virtual but we are actively seeking a venue for our next in-person meeting in October.
We’re looking for a place in the south Bellevue to Mercer Island area. It seems that places are beginning to open up a
bit.
The results of the Dunn Garden auction collaboration are in and they are very impressive indeed! In all more than $8000
worth of woodturnings were sold. We netted more than $4000, which is a very tidy sum for us. If you happen to have a
piece from the Sugar Maple that didn’t quite make the deadline for the Memorial Day event, there’s another chance if
you want. Some of the 50 pieces submitted were held back for Dunn’s upcoming annual fundraiser in December. We can
add to that if you would like to participate. For example, I have a large platter blank that really needs some butterfly
strengthening for final turning. I intend to finish this piece and give it to Dunn for their December auction.
At the time of this writing, the club is actively working to participate in the upcoming Kids Fair at the Bellevue Art
Museum. I have volunteered to be at a lathe for a two-hour stint as part of our program. We generally have around
three lathes available with demonstrators showing people what woodturning looks like. It’s a lot of fun and, take it from
me, you do not need to be an expert turner to participate. It’s mostly an opportunity to participate in one of our regular
outreach programs. We also have four coloring lathes for mounting tops so kids can color the top they pick out of the
pile.
It’s a lot of fun and I urge you to participate in the future. Volunteer effort is what keeps the Seattle Woodturners
functioning; don’t hesitate to step up and volunteer at any of our future events.
Russ Prior
Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Women in Turning (WiT) - Elizabeth Weber
Woodturning has the ability to convey things such as
communicating an idea or developing a better set of critical
thinking skills. Women in Turning seeks to provide a voice for
women in this medium. Many people view woodturning as
sequence of steps but turning can actually be an art form.
Woodturning is like any other form of art: it has a set of
techniques and motifs you can use to create a message greater
than the sum of the parts. A common misconception is that it’s
a strictly utilitarian process but turning has a deep language that
helps to express ideas. The type of wood, the forms, the cuts,
the tools, the finish are all part of the turning language. These
can be intentionally arranged by a person to create a piece, thus
becoming a communication medium.
There are a variety of cutting techniques and the ones you
prefer will be the ones that best tell your story. When I teach students, I arm them with a variety of cuts and
tools to make them successful at the lathe. I encourage people to learn from a variety of sources and adopt
techniques that work for them. This diversity of preferences is what makes turning such a broad and colorful
trade.
Beyond cuts is how the creative process of a turned piece allows us to speak to other people. The language of
turning lets us convey different ideas. A smooth surface says something different than a jagged form. A piece
of highly figured wood says a different thing than a clear piece of elm. An oil finish says something different
than a painted bowl. Sometimes you choose the words you’re going to use in advance of creating the piece:
sometimes when you’re in the zone of turning the words change as the piece evolves.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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August Meeting – Kirk DeHeer
August 11th, Starting at 6:00pm via Zoom
Kirk Deheer has been a resident instructor at Craft Supplies USA in Utah for over 15 years. He has extensive
knowledge of woodturning tools, techniques, and equipment. He gives students a firm foundation upon which
to improve.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Earl’s Pearls
An occasional series
of tips, tricks, and
tactics to enhance
your turning time!

This pearl is for the folks with chainsaws. Have you ever noticed a puddle of bar oil underneath your
chainsaw when you go to pick it up? If you store your chainsaw with the bar flat down and the bar oil
filler cap pointing up, that should alleviate the problem. Don’t have to spend so much time cleaning up
your oil spill and the bottom of your chainsaw.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle AAW July 2022 Tool Swap
In July our club hosted its annual tool swap at the Lakeside Industries parking lot in Issaquah, WA. Our
members showed up with tools and wood, and we had wood for sale from the Board Hoarder, along with a
few other wood items, like tagua nuts and exotics, that were donated to our club. D-Way was also on hand to
showcase an extensive collection of their tools. A good time was had by all. Thanks to everyone who showed
up to support our club!

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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September Meeting and Workshops – Eric Lofstrom
Come hone your skills this September with Eric Lofstrom. Eric will be our September demonstrator and leading
two workshops, one on end grain boxes and one on mastering the skew. Below is workshop information.

Saturday, September 10, Turning an End Grain Box: “Breathing” Series
In this session, you will learn the basic skills I use to create functional but artistic boxes using small end grain
pieces of wood. In addition to exploring basic spindle & end grain turning techniques, time will be spent on
chucking techniques used to mount parts on the lathe for finish turning. Using basic turning tools, the
demonstration will be devoted to the stepped progression of turning small end grain boxes while emphasizing
tool control, form, & elegant embellishments.

Sunday, September 11, Skew Skills: “Making the Cuts!”
In this session, you learn basic spindle turning with the skew, simple sharpening techniques used to create a
razor’s edge & methods to obtain an ultra-clean cut. You will experience several exercises using biomechanics
to increase tool control & gain confidence at the lathe. This session will also showcase skill-building projects;
the egg & my version of the finger-tip spinning tops. The experience of using the skew & the lessons learned
during this demo will expand your success with ALL cutting tools!
Cost of the workshops is $120 per workshop and $240 for both workshops.
There is one spot reserved in each workshop for anyone in need of financial assistance. This will cover 50% of
the cost of attending. If you would like more information about this, please email Elizabeth Weber at
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com by August 10.

October Mini-Symposium
In October our club will be holding a mini-symposium for our club meeting. This symposium will include
various demonstrations from club members, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

lathe demonstrations
woodburning
coloring
carving
piercing
pole lathe
sharpening

We hope we’ll have you join us there!

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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BAM Kids Fair – July 2022
Joe Cornell
This year the Kid’s Fair at the Bellevue Arts Museum BAM was a lot of fun for all involved. Demonstrators got
to see a lot of smiling, excited and amazingly patient children as they made tops, cups, eggs, and a lot of wood
chips. One child was clearly enthralled by member Dorothé while she was making him a top. Another young
lady was delighted to show the Spectraply egg made for her by the author. Parents of others were happy to
give permission for photos of children and their internet free, “no batteries needed” new toy top Volunteers
at the spinning machines assisted many aspiring new artists in using sharpie markers to produce
colorful designs on tops provided by the Seattle Woodturners.
The event this year landed on the fifth and sixth day of an unprecedented string of 90-degree days making the
refrigerator-sized fan provided by BAM truly a life saver.
The author went home tired every day but fully intends to be back next year and every year in the future.
Many thanks to demonstrators, including John Ault, Joe Cornell, Louis DeHan, Steve Gary, Jim Hogg, David
Lutrick, Gary Ocher, Jose Pantoja, Dorothé Reijnders, and Audrey Yeoh.
Special thanks go to Earl Bartell for serving as organizer and Chief Cat Herder this year.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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BAM Kids Fair – July 2022 (Continued)

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Membership Renewal – 2022
Renewal continues your access to membership benefits like monthly meetings, Woodrat events, Sawdust Sessions, the
Library, and workshops. The majority of our income comes from membership fees, and we hope you plan to
renew. The dues will remain the same as they have been in previous years.
· New Member: If you are signing up as a new member, you will be paying $40, which includes the remainder of 2022.
· Renewal cost is $40 for all current members.
· Due to COVID19, new membership cards will be available by sending a stamped envelope to Seattle AAW 14150 NE
20th Street, F1-153, Bellevue, WA 98007 or requesting a copy via email to seattleaawt@gmail.com.
There are two methods by which you may renew:
1. Make a check payable to: Seattle Chapter AAW and mail to: Robin Brown 14150 NE 20th Street, F1-153,
Bellevue, WA 98007.
2. Renew your membership on PayPal. You can do this with a credit or debit card, which does not require a PayPal
account.
o Go to our website and click on Membership and then on Pay Membership Dues, or click on this link (you
can copy and paste this link instead): https://seattlewoodturners.org/pay-membership-dues/.
o Click on the top BUY NOW button under the (A) RENEW MEMBERSHIP section. This will take you to
PayPal.
o Upon arriving at PayPal you can choose Log In (if you have account) or Pay with Debit or Credit Card if
you do not (a PayPal account is not required).
o Please fill in the required info and click Pay Now button.
Changed your contact information recently? You can update your contact info by emailing me at the address below.
Best Regards, Robin Brown, email: seattleaawt@gmail.com

Anchorseal
The Seattle AAW has Anchorseal available for members. The cost
is $22/gallon.
You can get some from the following members:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com (Bellevue)
Russ Prior russcprior@gmail.com (Woodinville)
Earl Bartell earlturns@aol.com (Bellevue)
Gary Ocher turnwithgary@gmail.com (Edmonds)
Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com
(Renton)
Louis Frantz louisfrantz56@gmail.com (Ballard)

If you are going to be at a Woodrats event and need some,
contact Earl Bartell ahead of time, and he will bring some for
you.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Empty Bowls 2022
Once again, Seattle Woodturners will be participating in two empty bowls events in 2022 to help address food
insecurity. Last year we donated approximately 200 bowls that were used at local fundraisers to help feed the
hungry, and we hope to match or exceed that this year. Donated bowls don’t need to be perfect, but they
should be presentable. Local potters often contribute ceramic bowls as well.
Participants at the fundraisers make a monetary donation and, in return, get to select a bowl that symbolizes
the needs of folks that can’t always fill their bowls, plates or stomachs at home.
Here is a note from Brandon Frost, Development and Communication Manager
for the North Helpline. I wanted to give you a personal thank you for your
donation of handcrafted bowls to North Helpline for our Empty Bowls event this
year. It means a great deal to me that you were willing to give back to the
community and support the work that we do.
Empty Bowls is special to us. While we do raise funds, we view it as a
community event where we can gather and reflect upon the barriers our
neighbors may have in accessing essential resources. Access to food, to
hygiene, to a home for themself and their children. Your support of Empty
Bowls 2022 allows us to serve and continue to provide greater access to all of
these and more.
This year we came with soup, bowl, and community. We filled our cups
and ate together. Though covid has altered the format of this event, we
are grateful to have it continue in practice and spirit.

This spring we donated over 65 bowls to the North Helpline. We hope to
do even better than that for the Edmonds Food Bank in the fall, so keep
those empty bowls coming. The Edmonds Food Bank Fundraiser event
will be September 22. We will begin collecting your empty bowl
donations in early September. Final collection date for the fundraiser
is September 7th.

Contact any of the following members to arrange drop-off of your bowl donations
• Edmonds: Gary Ocher gocher@comquestresearch.com
• Redmond: Jim Kief jimkief67@gmail.com
• Bellevue: Barry Roitblat barry@rentonww.com
• Renton: Steve Gary garydesignworks@gmail.com
• Seattle: Elizabeth Weber elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Help Needed
This is a new section of the newsletter for members needing help with something woodturning related.
If you have a question, please submit it to Seattle AAW Membership Chair, (Louis Frantz,
louisfrantz56@gmail.com), and we will get it out to the membership.

Seattle AAW Library News / Help
Hungry for new resources? The library has been allocated funds in the 2022 budget and we are looking for
your input on what new books and DVDs you would like to be part of our library. Tell us what you want to see
and borrow! Email your requests/recommendations to Cortney Michalak at library.seattle.aaw@gmail.com by
August 1st.

Join us for the Seattle AAW Coffee Hour meetings this Fall
Due to Summer vacations, Coffee Hour meetings have been suspended until Fall.

Woodrats
July was a very quiet month for Woodrats. Stay tuned for more opportunities.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Show and Tell
Now that we are meeting in person again, we will primarily be showing photos of finished pieces brought to the
meeting. Ross is taking our photos and showcases these pieces! If you want to show off your piece, but cannot
come to a meeting, email the newsletter editor, and include a photo of the finished piece and the details. In the
interest of time, we recommend you bring only a single piece (or set) for Show and Tell. Since July was our
Annual Tool Swap, there are no photos from a meeting, but we do have some pieces that came in my email.

John Monroe, Wave Bowl

Bob Sievers, Rainbow Peppermill

Bob Sievers, Lidded box with finial

Bob Sievers Lidded Box
Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

WANTED: USED LATHES - We have new members looking to buy used lathes to get started on their
new turning hobby. If you have a lathe that you would like to sell, please send us photos and information for
insertion in the next newsletter!

For Sale: Excelsior 5-speed
Mini Lathe, $300 OBO
This is the entry level lathe that Rockler sells
and is often found on sale for around $350. Its
in great condition and comes with all of the
original pieces. I bought this last year and have
since upgraded to something bigger. Rockler
link: https://www.rockler.com/excelsior-minilathe
Contact:
Tyler Poston, tyler.poston@live.com,

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Want Ads
For members to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc.

For Sale: Wood Boiling Equipment
I have a setup to boil wood that has been used once, maybe twice. It is in perfect condition. Original Cost,
$350, Asking $300. Contact Linda Shulman, 206-612-1580, lkshulman@gmail.com

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Sponsors
We encourage members to shop at club sponsors. They provide gift certificates and donate equipment (or
provide equipment discounts) to the club.

www.woodworkingshop.com
1-800-228-0000
10% discount on all non-motorized items not already on sale if
you are registered with them as a club member

www.woodturnerscatalog.com
1-800-551-8876
10% discount on abrasives if you identify yourself as a
member of the Seattle AAW chapter

www.dustystrings.com
206-634-1662
Provides us with free wood for our KID’s Fair tops

www.chefspecialties.com
1-800-440-2433
Discount on components, minimum orders apply.
Contact Barry Roitblat (barry@rentonww.com)

www.rockler.com
10% discount on non-sale items with your membership card

www.crosscutseattle.com
10% discount with your membership card

206-623-0334

www.equipmentsalesandsurplus.com 253-804-3211
Provided Seattle AAW discounted prices on club lathes we
purchased for Sawdust Sessions

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle AAW Chapter Calendar
Click HERE to see the current Events Calendar page on our website with the latest
updates!
Location

When

Summary

Description

Zoom
meeting

August 11, 2022
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Kirk DeHeer Lidded Boxes
Monthly
Meeting

Agenda:
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM Social time
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM Meeting time
Zoom Meeting link will be sent to members.

August 30, 2022
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Board Meeting

September 7, 2022

Deadline to turn
in bowls for
Empty Bowls

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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Seattle Chapter Officers
President
Russ Prior

russcprior@gmail.com

Vice President

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Secretary

Randi Aiken
keeper.of.the.logs@gmail.com

Treasurer

Robin Brown
seattleaawt@gmail.com

Director of
Programs

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Director of
Membership

Louis Frantz
louisfrantz56@gmail.com

Director of
Communications

Joe Cornell
joeswoodart@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#1

Barry Roitblat
barry@rentonww.com

Member-at-Large
#2

Sylvia Wayne
sylvielen02@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#3

Gary Ocher
turnwithgary@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
#4 (Outreach)

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Seattle Chapter Volunteers
Head Woodrat

Earl Bartell
earlturns@aol.com

Audio and Video

Dan Robbins
David Vaughn
Burt Hovander
avteam@seattlewoodturners.org

Newsletter Editor

Eileen Collins
eileen.aaw.seattle@gmail.com

Web Site

Joe Cornell
joeswoodart@gmail.com

Photographer

Ross Nooney
rossnooney@me.com

Sawdust Sessions

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Trailer Puller

Jim Hogg
jim.h.hogg@live.com

Hospitality

Linda Shulman
Sylvia Wayne

Safety Officer

(open)

Librarian

Courtney Michalak
librarian@seattlewoodturners.org

Sealer

Steve Gary
garydesignworks@gmail.com

Inventory Control

Tom Street

Facilities Setup

Michael Crampon
michael.crampon@gmail.com

Name Badges

George Hart

Women in Turning
(WiT) Rep

Elizabeth Weber
elizabeth.carls@gmail.com

Seattle Chapter Mentors
See the club website for information about our mentor program, and available mentors.

Next Club Event: Virtual Meeting, August 11, 2022 (Kirk DeHeer)
See the Website Events Calendar for details.

Seattle AAW Newsletter
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